
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 





igitized by Google 



PM 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



'N 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DICnONABT OF QUOTATIONS. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DICTIONARY 

OP 

QTJOT ATIONS, 

FROM 

THE LATIN, FRENCH, GREEK, SPANISH, 

Aim 

ITALIAN LANGUAGES: 

AUO DrOLTTDIKO 

MAXIMS, PROVERBS, LAW PHRASES, FAMILY MOTTOES, fto^ 

CABEFULLY TBAKSLATBB INTO BVOLItH, 

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS, HISTORICAL AND IDIOMATIC. 



D. E. IJACDONNEL, 

07 THB lODDLB TBMPLB. 



Qui* tapediMt ptUUtco mum xnlpt psBsnn. 

** He has been at a preat ?eaat of langoages, and stolen all the seraps." 

Moth, in SKAKssntAU^s » Lovers Labour LmI! 



LONDON: E. T. GOVEE, 
BULL HEAP COUET, NEWGATE STREET, E.C. 



1868. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



8. Steixie*! Stotm Printtng Worki, 80, Bialioptg&te Wltiibu 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






\ 






INTRODUCTION. 



The first sketcli of this woik was drawn up for the use of a 
private Mend^ and without a view to publication. Since 
that time the Compiler has devoted much of his occasional 
leisure to reduce that to order and system which, on a first 

^ view of the subject, appeared to many as impracticable. 

At a former period of our literary history, it is certain, 
that an attempt to form ''A Dictionary of Quotations'' 
would have been fruitless and unavailing. When memory, 

^ and not taste^ was consulted, in citing passages from ancient 
authors, no compilation, however voluminous, could have 
been adequate or useM. But at present, whether we refer 
to miscellaneous reading, or to conversation, little remains 
of those tediouB and frequent quotations, which ^* larded the 
leanness^* of some of our earlier writers, and which were 
even deemed necessary in colloquial intercourse. 

The practice having thus gradually yielded to the in- 
fluence of a better taste, the quotations, which we either 
hear or read, consist chiefly of classic flowers, culled and 
retained from the poets of the Augustan age, or of apoph- 
thegms, and technical phrases, the pith and point of which 
are not easily transferred into another language. We have 
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VI < ; INTRODUCTION. 

also borrowed, but with a sparing hand, some nseM pre- 
cepts, and a few poetic blossoms, from our continental 
neighbours. These, however, collectively taken, are so £ar 
from being numerous, that it is more a matter of surprise 
that they should not before have been alphabetically arranged 
than that it should now for the first time be attempted. 
There have been some previous compilations of a similar 
nature, but these were scanty in their limits, and the quo- 
tations being arranged according to their subject matter, it 
was required of the reader, who was acquainted only with 
his vemacidar tongue, to divine the general meaning of the 
exotic phrase, before he could learn where to apply for more 
exact information. 

The alphabetical arrangement which the Compiler of this 
work has adopted, whilst it offers a more ready and con- 
venient mode to readers of this description, has also led, the 
Compiler must admit, to some repetitions ; but of these it 
must be pleaded in excuse, that they were absolutely 
unavoidable. Thus, in the well-known precept of Horace, 

Sic murus aheneua esto 

Nil consdre sibi — nulld pallescere culpd. 

The, three branches of the period are often severally quoted ; 
it was necessary, therefore, to give the two latter distinctiy, 
88 otherwise the reader, not classically informed, would be 
left without a clue to guide his research. 

A translation of the Mottos of the British and Irish 
Peerage was also regarded as necessary, those which occur 
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INTRODUCTION.* VU 



in the common books of Heraldry, being in many instances 
defectire or absurd. Of the latter a single specimen may 
suffice. The Motto of the Irish Marquis of Thomond is 
" Vigueur de dessus :" " Strength is from above." In some 
of the books above-mentioned, it is rather waggishly rendered, 
" Vigour to get uppermost." 

It were to be wished that the writers, who quote largely 
from other languages, would fiimish a translation, either 
marginally, or otherwise. The practice of quotation, with- 
out those necessary aids, has been lately on the increase with 
some affected writers, who seem to take for granted that all 
their readers are classically informed. To those who are not 
so, this Collection of Common-places will, the Compiler trusts, 
be found useful. That he looked merely to its usefulness, 
must be evident from this ; that the additions in this instance, 
consist almost wholly of those short phrases,' and borrowed 
snatches of classic poetry, &c., which meet the eye each day • 
and in every periodical publication. If he were to quote 
large passages, the translations of which are always at 
himd ; — ^if he were to follow the scientific man through his 
labours, or the pedant through his researches, he might have 
made the work as voluminous as the Statutes at large. 
He felt it, on the contrary, his duty to confine himself to the 
quotations '' iu common use." Taken in this point of view, 
he presumes to flatter himself, that however critics may 
impugn his taste, the reader will not have to complain of his 
want of industry. 
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UlTBODUCnON. 



INDEX TO THE ABBREVIATIONS. 



Ge. Oreek. 

Lat. Latin, 

Sf. Bpanuh. 

Ital. Italian. 

Fb. lyencL 

Fe. Pbov. French Proverb. 

Hoiu Horace. 

Juv. Jn/venal. 

Claud. Cflaudian. 

Luc. Luoan. 



Tac. Toci^. 
Cic. Cicero. 
Sen. Seneca. 
ViBG. Virgil. 
Lab. Laberius. 
Ov. OriA 
LucEET. LuereUus. 
Cat. (7a^i«A4«. 
Maet. Martial. 
Peop. Propertius, &o. 



NrB. The passages in inyerted commas, after each 
quotation, are in general a close, if not a literal translation* 
What follows is a more difEuse explanation of its bearing 
and application than a mere translation could possibly 
oonyey. Where the sense is sufficiently dear, the explana- 
tion is of course omitted. 



NoncB. — ^It is recommended to the general reader, if the 
quotation should not be found on a first reference, to drop 
the first monosyllables, at, car, et, id, il y a, nam, eed, ut, 
which are yarioualy used to link the quotation with the 
context. The second word, on referring to the alphabetical 
order, will generally be found, in these cases, to furnish the 
desired explanation. 
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A DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. 

&C., &C. 



AB actu ad posse valet (xmsecutio. Lat. — " The induction is 
good, from what has been to what may be." — ^By this 
logical maxim it is meant to state, that when a thing has 
once happened, it is but just to infer that such a matter 
may again occur. 

Ab alio ea^>ectes aUeri qtiodfeceris Lat. Laberius. — " You 
may expect ftx>m one person, that which you have done to 
another." — ^Tour conduct to others shall form the measure of 
your own expectations. 

Allaiis, Ft. Milit. Term. — Stakes driven in the ditch of a 
fort to prevent a storm. 

A harbe defol, on apprende a raire. French. — " Men learn 
to shave on the chin of a fool." — ^They love to make expe- 
riments at the expense of others. 

A bis and a Uanc. Fr. Prov. — " At the brown and the white." 
— ^By fits and starts. 

Absentem qui rodit amicum 

Qui non defendit alio culpante — 

Hie niger est hunc tu Roma/ne caveh. 

Lat. Horace. 
" He who attacks an absent friend, or who does not defend 
him when spoken ill of by another. — That man is a dark 
character; do you, Boman, beware of him."- The man 
who yields even a silent assent when his friend is calum- 
niated, must be regarded as wholly unworthy of confidence 
or regard. 
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2 DICnONARY OF QtJOTATIOKS. AB 

Ab incanvententi. Lat. Fkrase. — " From the inconvenience/' 
— Argumentum ab inconvenienU—An argument to Ahow 
tliat the result of a proposed measure will prove inconve- 
nient or tmsuited to circumstances. 

Ab initio. Lat. Phrase.—" From the beginning." — His pro- 
ceedings were ill-founded ai initio. 

Abnormis sapiens. Lat. Horace. — " A person whose wisdom 
is not derived fipom instruction.'* "A Mother- wit and 
wise without the schools.'' 

A ban chat ban rat. Fr. Prov. — " To a good cat, a good rat." 
— ^The parties are well suited, or matched. 

Absentem IcBdit cum dfrio qui litigai. Lat. Strtjs. — " He 
hurts the abs^it who quarrels with a drunken man." — 
You should consider your adversary as absent when his 
senses are departed. 

Absit invidia. Lat. — " All envy apart." — ^Without being 
supposed to speak invidiously. 

Abnndat dulcibus vitiis. — Lat. Quintil. — " He abounds with 
luscious faults." — Spoken of an author, even in whose 
errors something pleasing is to be found. 

Ab uno discs omnes. Lat. Virg. — " From this single instance, 
you may learn the nature of the whole."— From this 
specimen of guilt, you may form a general inference of the 
criminality. 

A ban chien il ne tient jamais un ban o$. French Proverb. — 
" A good bone does not always come to a good dog."— 
Merit does not always meet its due reward. 

Ab ovo usque ad mala. Lat. Phrase.—" From the eggs to 
the apples." — ^From the beginning to the end of the enter- 
tainment. These were the first and last articles served up 
at a Roman feast. 

Ab urbe condita. Lat.—" From the building of the city." 
—In general thus abridged, A. TJ. C. in the chronology of 
the Romans. 
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AC mcmoNART of quotations. 8 

A capite ad ccUcem, Lat.-~ " From the head to the foot." — 
Thoroughly, completely. From the beginning to the end. 

A causa persa 'parole aesai. Ital. Prov.-— " When the cause 
is lost there is enough of words." — Do not discuss that 
which is already decided. 

Acoedas ad Curiam. Law. Lat. — " You may approach the 
Court." — ^This name is given to a Writ by which Proceed- 
ings may be removed firom an inferior to a superior Court. 

Acceptisdma semper 

Munera sunt aucior qtuB pretiosa facit. 

Lat. Ovid. 
*' Those gifts are ever the most acceptable which the giver 
has made precious." — ^They derive frequently their value 
from our estimation of the donor. It may also allude to 
the manner of giving, as in Shakespeare. 
" You gave — ^with words of so sweet breath composed, 
" As made the things more rich.". 

AcctLsare nemo se debet nisi coram Deo. Jjat. Law Maxim. — 
" Ko man is boimd to accuse himself, unless it be before 
God. "—No oath is to be administered, whereby any person 
may be compelled to confess a crime, or accuse himself. The 
law will not force any man to say or shew that which is 
against him. 

Acerrima prowimorum odia. Lat. TAcrnrs. — '* The hatred of 
those who are near to us is most violent."-' -A contest 
between relatives is generally conducted with more acrimony 
than is a dispute between persons who are strangers to each 
other. — ^The phrase may also be applied to that violence of 
rage which generally belongs to a civil war. 

B 2 
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4 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. AC 

Ac etiam. Law Lat. — " And also." — ^A claoae added by recent 
custom, to a complaint of trespass in the Court of King's 
Bench, which adds "and also" a plea of debt. The plea 
of trespass, by fiction, gives cognizance to the Court, and 
the plea of debt authorizes the arrest. 

Acribus initiiSy incurioso fine. Lat. Tacitus. — "Alert in the 
begiimiiig, but negligent in the end." — Applied to a 
business vigorously conducted in the first instance, but 
where the exertion falls o£^ as the a&ir draws nearer to a 
conclusion. 

A cruce solus, Lat. — " Salvation from the Cross."— Motto of 
the Tr. E. of Mayo. 

Acta exteriora indicant interiora secreta. Lat. Law Maxim. 
V, "By the outward acts we are to judge of the inward 
secrets." — ^We can only decide on men's intentions from 
their conduct. 

Actio personalis moriiur cum persona. Lat. Law Maxim. — 
** A personal action jdies with the person." — In case of a 
trespass or battery, the death of one or the other of the 
parties puts an end to the action. 

Actis €BVum implet, non segnilu$ a/nnis, Lat. Ovid.—" He 
fills his space with deeds, and not with lingering years." 
— ^Applied to a character distinguished for a number of 
brilliant actions accomplished in the course of a short life. 

Actum est de Republicd. Lat. — " It is all over with the 
Republic." — A phrase used to intimate that the constitution 
is in extreme danger. 

Actum ne agas. Lat. Terence. — " Do not overdo what has 
been already done." — The work which is finished may be 
endangered by the touches of a superfluous anxiety. 
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AC — ^AD DICTIONARY OK QUOTATIONS. 5 

Actm Dei nemim fa6i injuriam. Law Max. — "No one 
shall be injured through tiie act of GKxl." — ^As if a house be 
set on fire by lightning, the tenant shall not be responsible 
for the damage. 

Actus legis nuUifdcit injuriam. Lat. Law Maxim. — " The 
act of the law does injury to no man." — ^If land, for instance, 
out of which a rent-charge is granted, be recovered by 
elder title, the grantee shall have a writ of annuity, be 
cause the rent-charge is made void by course of law. 

Actus me invito /actus non est mens actus. Lat. Law Maxim. 
— "An act done against my will is not my act." — If a 
person be compelled, for instance, through fear or duress, 
to give a bond or other writing, the deed is rendered void 
by the compulsion. 

Actus nofhfacit reum, nisi mens sit rea, Lat. Law Maxim.— 
" The act does not make a man guilty, unless the mind be 
also guilty." — Unless the intent be criminal, the deed can 
not be attainted of crimin^ty. 

A cuspids corona. Lat. — "A Crown firom the spear." — 
Honour earned by military exploits. The motto of the Ir. 
Vise. Middleton. 

Ad calamita/tem quilibet runuyr valet. Lat. — " Any rumour 
is suflBcient against calamity." — When a man is distressed, 
a breath may complete his ruin. 

Ad captandum vuigvs. Lat. — "To ensnare the vulgar." — 
A lure thrown out to captivate the mobility. 

A Deo €t rege. Lat. — " From God and the king." — ^Motto 
of E. Hariington and E. Stanhope. 
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Adeone homines immutarier 

Ex amare, rU non cognoscas eundem esae t 

Lat. Terekce. 
'^ That a man should be so changed by love, as not to be 
known again for the same person." 

A dec in teneria comuescefe mvUum est, Lat. Virgil. — " Of 
80 much value is it to be accustomed in our tender years." 
— Such are the advantages of an early education. 

Ad eundem. Lat. — " To the same." — In passing from one 
university or law society to another, it is said that he was 
admitted ad eundem^ to the same precise rank which he 
held in the association or corporation of which he was pre- 
viously a member. 

Adhuc 9ub judice lis est. Lat. — "The contest is still before 
the judge." — The afi^ is not yet decided. 

Adieu la voiiure, adieu la boutique. — ^French Proverb. 
— " Farewell the carriage and farewell the shop." — The 
affidr is all over. 

Ad infinitum Lat. — " To infinity." — ^And thus the calcula- 
tion proceeds ad infinitum. 

Ad Kalendas OrtBcas. Lat. — "At the Greek Kalends." — 
The Kalends formed a division of the Roman month, which 
had no place in the Greek reckoning of time. The phrase 
was therefore used by the former to denote that the thing 
could never happen. 

Ad libitum. Lat. — "At pleasure." — ^In Music it is used to 
signify those ornamental graces which are left to the taste 
of the performer. 
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Ad nuUum consurgit optis cum corpore langueL Lat. Gallvs. 
— " When the body is indisposed^ it is in vain that we 
call on the mind for any strenuous application/' 

Adolescentem verecundum esse decet. Lat. Plautus — "It 
becomes a young man to be modest." — ^Reserve and mo- 
desty are the flowers with which youth shoidd be decorated. 

Ad poptUum phaleras, ego te intus et in cute novi. Lat 
Persius. — "Away with those trappings to the vulgar, I 
know thee both inwardly and outwardly." — I know the 
man too well to be deceived by appearances. 

Ad qucBstlonem juris respandeant judices, ad qtuestionem 
facti respondeant juratores. Lat. Law Maxim. — " Let the 
judges answer to the question of law, and the jurors to the 
matter of fact." 

Ad quod damnum. Law Lat. — " To what damage." — A writ 
which oxight to be issued before the king grants certain 
liberties, such as a fair or market, ordering the sheriff to 
enquire what damage the coxmty is liable to suffer by such 
grant The same writ is also issued for a similar enquiry 
with respect to lands granted to religious houses or cor- 
porations, for turning highways, &c. 

Ad re/ei'endum. Lat. — "To be further considered." — ^A 
diplomatic phrase borrowed from the States of Holland, 
and now used proverbially to imply a slowness of delibera- 
tion and decision. 

Adjustez vos flutes. French. — " Make your flutes agree." 
— Settle your differences by yourselves. 

Adscriptus glehm, Lat. — "Attached to the soil." — Dispos- 
able with the land. This is now the wretched description 
of the peasantry in Eussia. It was formerly so in other 
countries 
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Ad tristem partem strenua wt suspicio. -Lat. Sybus. — 
" Suspicion is ever strong on the suffering side." — When 
we play a losing game, we are apt to suspect all those who 
are around us of treachery. 

Adulandi gens prudentissima laudat 

Sermonem indocti, faciem deformis amid. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
** The skilful class of flatterers praise the discourse of the 
ignorant, and the face of the deformed friend." — They 
attack each man on his weak side. 

Ad valorem. Lat. — " According to the value.'* 

ASgri somnia vana. Lat. Hobace. — "The idle dreams of a 
sick man." — The fickle dreams of a distempered brain. 

AEgroto dum anima, est, spes est. Lat. Cicero — ** Whilst 
life remains to a sick man there is hope." — ^This has passed 
as a proverb into our own language. 

ASqua lege necessitas 

Sortitur insignes et iTnos. Lat. Horace. 

"Necessity by an equal law takes the highest and the 
lowest." — No rank can shield us from the impartiality of 
death or fate. 

AEquam memento rebus in arduis 



Servare mentem. Lat Horace. 

" Bemember to preserve an equal mind in arduous a&irs." 
— iBquanimity is the best support under difficulties. 



u^ua teUus 



Pauperi recluditur regumque pueris. Lat. Horace. 

"The earth opens equally for the poor man and the 
prince." — ^The sentiment is precisely similar with that of 
the preceding quotation. 
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JSqiwrn servare mentem, Lat. — " To preserve an equal 
mind." — ^Motto of Lord Rivers. 

JEquanimiter, Lat. — "With equanimity." — ^Motto 

of Lord Suflaeld. 

jEquitas sequitur legem. Lat. Law Maxim. — " Equity follows 
the law." — Equity cannot however make a different rule 
from that which the law has established. It were much to 
be wished however (says Blackstone), for the sake of cer- 
tainty, peace, and justice, that each court (those of law and 
equity) would as far as possible foUow the other in the 
best and most effectual rules for attaining those desirable 
ends. 

JEquo animo. Lat. — " With an equal mind." — ^Motto of the 
L*ish Baron Penhryn. 

' jEquum est 

Peccatis veniam poscentem redder e rursus. Lat. Hob. — 
" The man who asks pardon for his faidts shoidd grant 
the same.'' — Our charities and indulgencies should be 
mutual. 

jEtas parentum pefor avis tvlit 
Nos nequiores, max datv/ros 

Progeniem vitiosiorem, Lat. Horace. — 

" The age of our fathers, which was worse than that of 
our ancestors, produced us who are shortly to raise a pro- 
geny even more vicious than is ourselves." — ^This a common- 
place frequently resorted to by those who wish to prove, 
that the manners of every age are worse than those of the 
preceding. 

A facto ad Jus non datur consequential Lat. Law Maxim. — 
" The inference from the fact to the law is not allowed." — 
A general law is not to be trammelled by a specific or 
particular precedent. 
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Ajffirmatim. Lat. — " In the afltooative." 

Afflavii Deu8 et Dissipantur. Lat. — "The breath of God 
has issued, and they are dispersed." — ^This was the inscrip- 
tion of the medal struck in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
on the dispersion and destruction of the vaunted Spanish 
armada. It is now sometimes quoted to mark what is held 
to be a signal interference of Proyidence in diBcomfiting 
the views of an enemy. 

A fin. French,—" To the end."— Motto of Sc. Earl Airly. 

A fortiaru Lat. — " "With stronger reason." — ^If a weak man 
be dangerous, it follows, a fortiori, that a weak and bad 
man must be more dangerous." 

A grands frais. French phrase. — "At great expense. — 
Sumptuously. 

Agnosco veteris vestigia jlammm, Lat. Vikgil. — " I recog- 
nize some traces of my former flame." — ^I feel that my 
passion is not wholly extinguished. 

Aide toi le del faidera. French. Fontaine. — " Help your- 
self and heaven will help you." — Depend rather on your 
exertions than yoxir prayers. The allusion is to the 
waggoner in -^sop, who, when his waggon was overturned 
in a ditch, prayed stoutly for the aid of Hercules. 

A la bonne heure. French. — " At a good hour." — ^This comes 
happily. It is well timed. 

A Id mode. French. — " According to the fashion." 

A V extinction de la chandeUe. French. — "To the extin- 
guishing of the candle." — ^To the last extremity. It is also 
used to denote a sale by " inch of candle." 
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Alia tentanda via est, Lat. Vino. — "Another way must be 
tried.*' — ^We must diversify our means to attain our end. 

Alias. Lat. — " Otherwise," as Robinson aiias Bobson. An 
alias is also a name given to a second writ issuing from the 
courts of Westminster, after a first writ has been sued out 
without any effect. 

Alieni appetena, sui profuaus. Lat. Sallust. — "Desirous of 
the property of others, but lavish of his own." This is the 
description given by the historian of Catiline. It has been 
often applied to politicians who are not disinclined to waste 
their own property, in order to obtain a power over -that of 
others. 

Alibi, Latin. — " Elsewhere." — -Law term for a defence 
where the cidprit aims to prove his absence at the time 
and from the place where the crime was committed. 

Aliena negotia euro, excussiia propriis. Lat. Hor. — " I 
attend to other men's business, having lost my own." — ^The 
quotation is used to mark an idle intruder. 

Aliena nobis, nostra plus aliis placent. Lat. Strus. — " The 
things which belong to others please us more, and that 
which is ours is most pleasiQg to others." — ^This maxim is 
applicable in many cases, perhaps in none more than in the 
article of wives. 

Aliena optimum frui insanid. Lat. — " It is of the highest 
advantage to be able to derive instruction from the mad- 
ness of another." — ^It is true practical wisdom to make the 
faults of others serve as so many beacons to warn us from 
the rocks and shoals on which they have been vnrecked. 
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12 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. AL 

— Alieno in loco 

Hand stabile regnum est. Lat. Senbca. — 

" The sovereignty which is held over strange or remote 
territories is precarious." 

Aliquis mcUo sit risv^ ah iUo. Lat. — " Some use or benefit 
may possibly be derived from that eviL" — There are some 
mischiefs which have a tendency not only to rectify them- 
selves, but to produce an opposite result. 

A timproviste- French. — " Unawares." — At an opportunity 
not foreseen. 

A Vimpossible nul est tenu. French. — " No man is bound to 
perform an impossibility." 

Aliquando bonus dormitat Homerus, Lat. Hon. — *' Some- 
times even the good Homer nods." — ^The greatest genius 
has its weakness and its failures. 

Alitur eiiiumy vivitque (egendo, Lat. Virgil — "Vice thrives 
and lives by conceahnent." — It is in the nature of foul 
deeds to delight in darkness. 

Aliquis non dd>et esse fudex in propria causa. Lat. Law 
Maxim. — " No man should be a judge in his own cause." — 
A lord of the manor, though having cognizance of all 
kinds of pleas, cannot hold plea where he is himself a 
party. 

Alma mater. Lat. — " A benign mother." — A name given 
by students to the university in which they were educated. 

Al molino ed aUa sposa 

Sempre manca qualche cosa. Prov. Italian. — 

" A mill and a woman are always in want of something ;" 
the former from the complexity of its machinery, and the 
latter from the influences of her caprice. 
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Alium sUere quod valeas primus sile. Lat. Seneca. — " To 
make another person hold his tongue, be you first silent." 
— Do not irritate an idle dispute by fruitless perseverance. 

AXX<i»v larpoc, avroc (\Ki<n ppvwv, Qr. PlUTABCH. — AUoU iotrOS, 

auios dkesi bruon, — " The physician of others whilst he 
himself teems with ulcers." — A man who pretends to cure 
others' faults whilst he has abundance of his own. 

Alia sedent civUis wXnera deodrcs. Lat. Lucan. — " The 
wounds of civil war are deeply felt." — Its evils are more 
severe and immediate than any which can follow from hos- 
tilities with a foreign enemy. 

AUeriua sic 

Altera posdt opem res et coryurat amich. 

Lat. Horace.— 
" Thus one thing demands the aid of the other, and both 
unite in friendly assistance." — ^This is applied by the poet 
to the alliance which should exist between Study and 
Genius. It is sometimes used, however, to describe com- 
binations of a difierent nature. 
« 

AUer remus aquas, alter mihi radat arenas. Lat. Proper- 
Tius. — " Let me strike the water with one oar, and with 
the other scrape the sands." — Let me never hazard my 
safety by getting out of my depth. 

Alterum alterim auxilio eget, Latin, Sallust. — " The one 
stands in need of the assistance of the other." — Neither of 
the two matters in question could stand without a reci- 
procal supjwrt. 
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AnuMis insania, et tMntU grat%s9vrmi$ error, Lat. Hoiiace. 
— " A delightM insanity, and a most pleasing error of the 
mind/' — ^The poet puts these words into the mouth of a 
person, who being cured of madness, laments that he has 
lost the grateful reveries which occurred in his delirium. 
They are ironically applied to men who look with com- 
placence on their own mistakes and errors, though these 
may be as gross as if they '^had eaten of the insofne 
root." 

AmanHum irm amoris redintegratio esL Lat. Terence. — 
"The falling out of lovers is the renewal of love." — ^The 
disputes of lovers generally end in a warm reconciliation. 

Amare et sapere vim Deo conceditur. Lat. Laberius. — 
" To love and to be wise is scarcely granted to the 
highest." — Love and prudence are absolutely incom- 
patible. 

A ma piUseance. French. — " To my power." — Motto of Earl 
Stamford. 

AfnMguas in vulgvm epargere voces. Lat. Virg. — '* To 
scatter doubtfid rumours amongst the vulgar " — ^To en- 
deavour to mislead the crowd by ambiguous intimations. 

Amliguum pactum contra venditorem tnterpretandum est. 
Lat Law Maxim — " An ambiguous deed or contract is to 
be expounded against the seller or granter." — ^Thus, if a 
man has a warren in his lands, and grants the same land 
for life, without mentioning the warren, the grantee will 
have it with the land. 

Ame damnie. French. — "A d d soul." — ^A tool, a 

drudge^ one who will do any dirty work. 
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Ame de houe. Fr. — " A soul of mud." — A debased creature. 
A mensa et thoro. Lat. — " From bed and board.*' 

A mervetUe.—'' To a wonder.^'— Rarely. He executed his part 
amerveiUe. 

Amid vitium ni /eras prodis iuum. Lat. Syrus. — " XJnless 
you bear with the faults of a friend you betray your own.'* 
— If you do not concede a little, you disclose yoxir own 
want of temper or of friendship. 

Amicum ita habeas, posse ut fieri hunc inimicum scias, Lat. 
Laberius. — " Be on such terms with your friend as if you 
knew that he may one day become your enemy." 

Amicm humani generis, Lat. — " The friend of the hiunan 
race." — The highest title which man can obtain, and which 
but few Franklins and Howards are found to claim. 

Amicus certus in re incerta cemitur. Lat. Ennius. — "A 
sure friend is tried in doubtful matters." — ^It is only in 
situations of hazard that we ctm prove the sincerity of 
friendship. 

Amicus cv/ricB Lat. — "A friend of the court" — ^This 
appellation is given in Courts of Law to the person who 
gives his advice or opinion, when not immediately con- 
cerned in the cause. 

Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates, sed magis amica Veritas. 
Lat. — "Plato is my friend, Socrates is my friend, but 
Truth is more my friend." — ^By this quotation the speaker 
or writer intimates that he is not without his personal feel- 
ings and attachments, but that nothing can make him 
swerve from the sacred interests of truth. 
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AmiciLS U9(iue ad aras. — " A friend even to the altar." — One 
who will sustain his friendship, even to the last extremitj'. 

AmittU merUo propriv/m qui aiienum appetit, Lat. Peledkus. 
— " He deservedly loses his own property who covets that 
of another/' — It is not without reason that few are dis- 
pleased to see the greedy man fall into the trap which he 
has constructed for the ruin of another. 

Amo, Lat. — " I love." — Motto of the Scotch Earl Deloraine, 
and of Earl Doncaster. 

A moitik de moiiti,'^" From half to half."— By halves. 

Amor patricB, Lat. — "The love of our country." — ^The 
affection which the native of every climate bears to the 
soil which has given him birtL 

Amoto quaeramus seria ludo. Lat. Horace. — "Setting 
raillery aside, let us now attend to serious matters." 



Amphora ccBpit 



Instibii ; curretUe rota cur urceua exit ? Lat. Horace. — 
" A large jar was begun to be formed : why, as the wheel 
goes round, does it turn out to be an insignificant pitcher ?" 
— ^The metaphor is takeh from the potter's wheel. The 
quotation is applied to those, who having promised a mag- 
nificent work, produce in the end something inadequate, 
and perhaps contemptible. 

Anglici. — "In English." — According to the English fashion. 

Anguis in herba. Lat. — " A Snake in the grass." —A lurking 
danger, or one not actually foreseen. 
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Animal implume, bipes. Lat. — " An animal without feathers, 
and walking on two legs." — ^This is Plato's celebrated defi- 
nition of a man, which was so successfully ridiculed by 
Diogenes, who brought a, plucked cock into the school, and 
scomftdly asked " if that was Plato's man P" 

Animi cultus qiuisi quidatn hiimanitatis cibus. Lat. Cicero. — 
" Cultivation is as necessary to the mind as food is to the 
body." 

Animo et fide, Lat. — "By courage and faith." — Motto of 
the Earl of Guildford. 

Animo non asttitid. Lat. — " By courage, not by craft." — 
Motto of the Duke of Gordon, as Earl of Norwich. 

Animo mdit, ingenio complexm est, ehquentid illuminavdt 
Lat. Paterc. of Cicero. — " These subjects he saw by the 
power of his mind, he comprehended by his understanding, 
and enlightened by his eloquence." 

Animoque mtpersurU 



Jam prope post animwn. Lat. Sidon. Apoli.. — 

" Their spirit seems even to Biirvive their breath."— This 
figure of the poet is scarcely transferable into another 
language. The intimation is, that though their bodies 
were deprived of life, their attitudes still bespoke atone- 
ment and revenge. 

Animum piditrd paseit inanl, Lat. Virgil. — " He fills his 
mind with a vain or idle picture." — ^He dwells with eager- 
ness upon the painted semblance. This is sometimes 
applied in ridicule to dilettanti, or picture-fanciers. 

Ammtis furandi. Law Lat. — " The intention of stealing." 
— ^He took the goods animo furandi — with a felonious 
design. 
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Animus quod perdicUt opiat, 



Atque m prceterita se totus imagine versaL 

Lat. Pbtron. Abbiter. — 
" The mind still wiahes for wlmt it has missed, and loses 
itself in the retrospective contemplation." — ^Most men have 
occasion to look back with regret on their lost opportnni* 
ties. 
An prceter esse recUe actualis essentia sU aliud esse neces- 
sariumy quo res actuoMter existat f Martinxjs Scriblerus. 
— "Whether, besides the real being of a^^tual being, there 
be any other being necessary to cause a thing to be ^" — ^A 
question humorously put to ridicule the absurdity of meta- 
physics run mad. 

An quisquam est alius Kber, nisi ducere vitam 

Cui Ucety ut voluit. Lat. Persius. — 

" Is there any man treOf him excepted, who has the power 
of passing his life in what manner he pleases P" — ^It is 
the very essence of freedom, that each man shall do what- 
ever he likes, without injury to another. 

An needs longas regihus esse manus f Lat. Ovm. — " Do 
you not know that Kings have longhands P" — ^It were to 
be wished, says Swift, " that they had as long ears." 

Anno domini, Lat. — " Li the year of our Lord." 

Annus mirdbilis. Lat. — " The wonderful year." — ^The year 
of wonders. 

Ante tubam trepidat hat. — -** He trembles before the 
trumpet or charge is sounded." — ^His fears anticipate the 
danger. 

AnUqua homo pirtute ac fide. Lat. Terence. — ^A man of 
ancient virtue and fidelity." — Of that honesty and good 
faith which is represented in all ages, as belonging solely 
to the elder times. 
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Anttqttam obUnem. Lat. — " Possessing antiqidty." — ^Motto 
of Lord Bagot. 

A pas de geant Fr. — " With a giant^s stride.'* — ^This is a 
plirase of exaggeration not unoommon with our conti- 
nental neighbours. They will say, for instance^ we have 
hitherto advanced with a slow pace, but now we shall pro- 
ceed a pas de ffearU, " with gigantic steps," and come 
sturdily and fairly to the purpose. 

Aperte mala cum est muUer^ turn demum est bona. Lat. Prov. 
— ''When a woman is openly bad, she then is at the 
best." — ^Her avowal is preferable to her hypocrisy. 

Aperto fnf>ere wto. Lat. Persius. — " To live with every wish 
expressed." — ^This half line, denoting the value of a cer- 
taia frankness of demeanour, has been adopted as their 
motto by the Earls of Aylesford. 

Apparent rari na/nies in gurgite vasto. Lat. Virgil. — " They 
appear thinly scattered and swimming in the vast deep." 
— ^This phrase, originally used to describe the mariners 
surviving a shipwreck, is now critically applied to a work 
where the few thoughts of value are nearly whelmed in a 
mass of baser matter. 

Appetitus rationi pareat- Lat, — " Let the appetite or desire 
be obedient to reason." — ^Motto of Lr. E. FitzwiUiam. 

A posteriori, Lat. — " From the latter." 

A priori. Lat. — " From the former — ^in the first instance." 
— ^Phrases which are used in logical argument, to denote a 
reference to its difiFerent modes. The schoohnen distinguish 
them into the propter quod, wherein an eflEect is proved 
from the next cause, as when it is proved that the moon is 
eclipsed, because the earth is then between the sun and the 

c 2 
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moon. The second is the quia, wherein the cause is proved 
from a remote effect, as that plants do not breathe 
because they are not animals ; or that there is a God from 
the works of the creation. The former of these is called 
demonstration a priori, the latter demonstration a pos- 
teriori. 
Appuyk. Fr. military term. — " The point to lean on." — ^The 
support, the strength, the dcfenc6. 

Apropos, Fr. — " To the purpose — seasonably." — It has 
struck me apropos. 

Aqua fortis. " Strong water." — Aqua regia. — " Royal 
water.^' — Two chemical preparations well known for their 
solution of metals. The latter is so called because it will 
dissolve gold, which has been termecf a royal metal. 

Aquila non mangia mosche. Prov. Ital. — " An eagle does not 
feed upon flies." — ^A great mind does not stoop to low, or 
little pursuits. 

Aranearum telas texere. Lat. — " To weave a spider's web." 
— ^Metaphorically taken — ^to maintain a sophistical argu- 
ment. 

Arbore dyecta quivis ligna coUigit Lat. Juvenal. — " When 
the tree is thrown down, any person may gather the 
wood," — ^It is in the power of the meanest to triimipb over 
fallen greatness. 

Arcades ambo 

Et eantare pares, et respondere parati. Lat. Virgil. — 
" Both Arcadians, and both equally skilled in the opening 
song and in the response." — ^The poet speaks of two con- 
tending shepherds. The quotation is applied however to 
disputants of another description, either to intimate that 
they are closely matched, or that they are playing, as the 

- phrase is, into each other's hands. 
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Arcanum. Lat. — "A secret/' — ^The grand arcanum, — ^the 
pliilosopher's stone. 

Arcana imperii. Lat, — " State secrets." — ^The mysteries of 
government. 

Arcanum demens detegit ebrietaa. Lat. Virgil. — " Mad 
drunkenness discloses every secret." — ^All reserve is laid 
aside in moments of intoxication. 

Arcanum neque tu scrutaveria ullius unquam, 

Commissumve teges et vino tortus et ird Lat. Horace. 

— " Never enquire into another man's secret ; but conceal 
that which is entrusted to you, though tortured both by 
wine and passion to reveal it." 

Arcum intensio frangit, animum remimo. Lat. Syrus. — 
" Straining breaks the bow, and relaxation the mind." — 
Our proverb has it, that the bow which is always bent 
must break. This maxim properly adds, that the mind 
wiU in time lose its powers unless they are called into due 
activity. 

Ardentia f>erba. Lat. — " Glowing words." — ^Expressions of 
uncommon force and energy. — One of our poets has car- 
ried the idea still further. He speaks of 

" Thoughts that glow, and words that bum." 

A rez de chaussSe. Fr. — " Even with the groimd." 

Argent coniptant. Fr.— "Ready money."— For immediate 
payment. 

Argilla quidvis imitaieris uda. Lat. Horace. — " You will 
easily model any thing from the moist clay." — This is one 
of the numerous apophthegms which insist on the advan- 
tage of early impressions. 
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Argumentum ad hominem. Lat. — "An argument to the 
man/' — ^An argument which derives its strength from its 
personal application. 

Argumentum baculinum. — " The argument of the staff." — 
Club law. Conviction per force. 

Argumentum ad ignorantiam. Lat. — " An argument founded 
on the ignorance of facts or circumstances, shewn by your 
adversary. 

Argumentum ad judicium Lat. — " An argument to the 
judgment." — ^An appeal made, according to Logke^ to 
proofs drawn from any of the foundations of knowledge. 

Argumentum ad t>erecundtam. Lat — " An argument to the 
modesty." — ^An appeal to the decency of your opponent. 

Apurrov furpoy. Gr. Ariston metvon. — " A mean is best in every 
thing." — ^This was the saying of Cleobenes, one of the 
seven wise men of Greece. On most occasions in common 
life, it is most prudent to steer a middle coiurse. 

Artna tenenU omnia dat, quijugta negai. Lat. Lucan. — " He 
grants every thing, who denies what is just, to those who 
have arms in their hands." — ^A successful combatant will 
not be content with his naked right, but will insist on 
something more. 

Armati terram eocercent semperque recentes 

Convedare jutai preedaSy et tnvere rapto, Lat. Virgil. — 
" In arms they ravage the earth, and it is their delight to 
collect the recent spoil, and live on plunder." — Ftde the 
conduct of the French commanders in Rome and Switzer- 
land. Anno 1798. 
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Ars est celare artem. Lat. — " The art is to conceal the art." 
— ^In eyery practical science, as in painting or acting, for 
instance, the great effort of the artist is, to conceal from 
the spectator the means by which the effect is produced. 

Ars est fine arte ct^'us pnncipium estmentiri, medium laborare, 
et finis mendicare. Lat. — ^This is a most happy definition 
of the business of alchemy, or the vain search after the 
philosopher's stone. — " It is an art without art, which has 
its beginning in falsehood, its middle in t(^ and its end 
in poverty." 

Aries honorahit Lat. — " He will honour the arts.** — ^Motto 
of the Ir. B. Coleraine, 

AspercBfaceticB, vU nimis ex vero traocere^ acrem sui memoriam 
relinquunt. Lat. Tacttus. — "A bitter jest when the satire 
comes too near the truth, leaves a sharp sting behind it." — 
This experiment is always dangerous, but particularly 
when the shaft is levelled against high authorities. 

Asperity nihil est humili cum surgit in attum. Lat. Claudian. 
— " Nothing is more harsh than a low man raised to a 
certain height." — ^This is sufficiently illustrated by our 
homely phrase, *' set a beggar on horseback," &c. 

Aspettare e non venire 

Stare in letto, e non dormire 

Servire e non gradire 

Son tre cose, difar morire. Ital. Prov. — 

" To expect one who does not come — ^to lie a-bed and not 

to sleep — to SOTve and not to be advanced, are three things 

enough to kill a man." 

Assumpsit. Law term. — "He assumed— he took upon him 
to pay." — ^An action on a verbal promise. 
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JMra centra nimien lumen. Lat. — **The stars my camp, the 
Deity my light." — ^This quibble, for such it is, in the 
original, is taken as tiie motto of Lord Balcanras. 

A tort et a travers. Fr. — " At wrong and across." — At 
random. 

At pitkhrum est digito nwnstrari et dicier hie est, Lat. 
Persius. — ** It is pleasing to be pointed at with the finger, 
and to have it said. There goes the man." — In our several 
pursuits we are all actuated by a wish for notoriety. 

At qui sunt ii qui Retnpublicam occupavere? Homines 
secleratissimi, immani avarilid, nocentissimif iidemq, super- 
bissimi. Lat. Sallust. — **But who are those that have 
seized on the Commonwealth ? — Men the most profligate, 
of insatiable avarice, and whose guilt is only equalled by 
their insolence." 

At spes nonfracta, Lat. — " But my hope is not broken." — 
Motto of the Sc. Earl Hopetoun. 

Au ban droit Fr. — " To -the just right." — Motto of the 
Earl of Egremont. 

Au bout de compte. — " At the end of the account." — ^After 
all. 

Auctor pretiosa facit, Lat. — " The giver makes the gift 
more precious." — Motto of the Earl of Buckinghamshire. 

Audaces fortuna jnvcU timidosque repelUt Lat. — " Fortune 
assists the bold and repels the coward." — ^Intrepidity will 
often succeed under circumstances, where timidity may 
produce a failure. 

Audacter et sinceri. Lat. — "Boldly and sincerely." — 
Motto of Lords Clare and Clive. 
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Atidax omnia perpeti 

Oens humana ruit per vetitum nefas. 

Lat. HoEACB. — 
" Daring to every extent of guilt, the human race rushes 
to perpetrate everything that is wicked and forbidden." — 
This often forms a motto to some discourse or tirade against 
the wickedness of the age. 

Aude aliquid hrevibm Oyaris et career e dignum 
Si vis esse aliquis — Probitas laudatur et alget. 

Juvenal. 
" Dare to do something worthy of transportation and im- 
prisonment, if you mean to be of consequence. Virtue is 
praised but freezes." — ^This is applied to the success of in- 
trepid villainy, whilst virtue finds only a cold approbation. 

Audendo magnus tegitur timor. Lat. Lucan. — " Fear is often 
concealed by a shew of daring."— The coward blusters to 
disguise his terrors. 

Aiidentes fortuna juvat. Lat. Virgil. — " Fortime assists the 
bold." — Intrepidity wiU generally ensure success. 

Audi alteram partem. Lat. Prov. — " Hear the other party." 
— Listen to what is said on both sides, and then judge im- 
partially. 

Audire est operce pretium. Lat. Horace. — " It is worth your 
while to hear." — ^What I am about to disclose is worthy of 
your attention. 

Audita querela Law phrase. — " The complaint being heard." 
A writ which lies where a person has anything to plead, 
without having a day in court to make his plea. 

Auditque vocatus Apollo, Lat. Vibgil. — " And Apollo hears 
when called upon." — ^When the God of Poesy has not 
been fruitlessly invoked. 
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Au Jimd. Ft. — " To the bottom." — I know the man an fond. 
I understand his character thoroughly. 

Au plaisir fort de Dieti. Fr. — " At the strong disposal of 
God." — ^Motto of Vise. Edgcumbe. 

Aurum e stercore. Lat. — ** Gold from dimg." — ^Valuable 
knowledge extracted from literary rubbish. 

Ant nunquam tenies aut perfice. Lat. — " Either never att^npt, 
or accomplish." — ^Motto of the Duke of Dorset and Vis- 
count Sackville. 

Avalanche, Fr. — The large and increasing ball of snow 
which frequently rolls destruction down the sides of the 
Alps and other high mountains. 

Af>€C de la vertu, de la capaciti, et une bonne condidte, Fan 
peut 6tre insupportable; lea maniires que Pon neglige comme 
depetites choses sont souvent ce qui fait que les hommes de- 
cident de voua en bien ou en mal. Fr. — " With virtue, 
capacity, and good conduct, a man may yet be insupport- 
able ; certain modes of behaviour which are often neglected 
as beneath notice, are what frequently make the world 
judge well or iU of you." 

A verbis legis non est recedendum. Lat. Law Maxim. — 
" There is no departing from the words of the law." — ^The 
Judges are not to make any interpretation contrary to the 
express words of the statute. 

— Amdos vicinumfmus ut cegros 

Exanimate metusque metu sibiparcere cogit 

Sic teneros animos aliena opprobria scBpe 

Absterrent vitiis, Lat. Horace. — 

** As a neighbouring fimeral terrifies the sick misers, and 

fear obliges them to have some regard for themselves — so 
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the disgrace of others will often deter tender minds from 
vice/' — ^Example, if properly held forth, has much in- 
fluence, and particularly on young minds. 

Apiemlo pregonado mno, venden vinagre, Sp. Prov. — " After 
having cried up their wine, they sell us vinegar." — ^This 
proverb is strongly applicable to those who having pre- 
excited attention, are the more ridiculous from their falling 
off in performance. 

A vinculo matrimonii. Lat. — " From the chain or tie of 
marriage." 

Avito viret honore. Lat. — " He flourishes with hereditary 
honours." — ^With honours transmitted from his ancestry. 
The motto of Lord Cardiff, and of the Earl of Bute. 

Avise le ftn. Fr. — " Consider the end." — ^Motto of the Sc. 
Earl of CassiUs. 

Am numercmtur awrum. Lat. — '* I follow a long train of an- 
cestors." — ^Motto of Lord Grantley. 

AtUa Regis. Lat. — "The King's Court." — ^A court which 
accompanied the King wherever he travelled. This was 
the original of the Court of Being's Bench. 

Au pis oiler. Fr. — " At the worst." — ^Let the worst come to 
the worst. 

Auribus teneo lupum, Lat. Tebencb. — " I hold a wolf by 
the ears." — ^I know not how to quit or to retain my hold 
with safety. — ^This is similar to our English phrase of 
" catching a Tartar." — ^The latter is supposed to arise from 
a trooper meeting a Tartar in the woods, and exclaiming 
that he had caught one. To the exclamation of his corn- 
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panions^ " bring him along with you" — ^the reply was, '* lie 
won't let me." — ^The meaning of each is to represent a man 
grappling with such a difficulty, that he knows not how to 
advance or to recede. 
A rostra salute. Ital. — " To your health." 

Auro puka fides, auro renaliajuray 

Aurum lex sequitur, mox sine legepudor. 

Lat. Prop. 
** By gold all good faith has been banished ; by gold our 
rights are abused : the law itself follows gold, and soon 
there will be an end of every modest restraint." — The 
spirit of venality appears to have loosened all the bonds of 
society. 

Aurea mediocrttaa. Lat. — "The golden medium." — The 
happy intermediate state between pomp and poverty. 

Auream quisquis mecUoeritatem 
Diligit, tutm caret obsoleti 
Sordibiis tecti, caret invidendd 

Sohrius aulA. Lat. Horace. 

" Whoever is fond of the golden mean is serene, and ex- 
empted equally from the filth of an old mansion, and froia 
the cares of an envious court." — ^The greatest share of 
hmnan happiness is placed in the condition of mediocrity. 

AuH sa^ra fames. Lat. Virgil. — '* The accursed thirst 
of gold." — See the phrase at length, Quid non mortaiia 
pectora, &c. 

Aurum omnes victa pietate colunt. Lat Prop. — " All men 
now worship gold, all other reverence being done away.'* 
— ^The age is become so venal, that nothing is respected but 
wealth and its possessors. 
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Aurum poiabih* Lat. — " Liquid or drinkable gold." — Sonle 
quacks in ancient times pretended that they could form, 
by a solution of this metal, a panacea, or medicine which 
should cure all diseases. The phrase is now applied to 
draughts of a different kind, such as are generally pre- 
scribed by orthodox ministers for the cure of political 
heresies. 

Atupicium melioria cevi. Lat. — " A pledge of better times." 
—Motto of the Duke of St. Alban's. 

Aussitot dis aussitot fait Fr. Prov. — " No sooner said than 
done." 

Aut insanit homo, aut versus fadt. Lat. Horace. — " The 
man is either mad, or he is making verses." — ^Either the 
man has lost his reason, or he has been bitten by a frantic 
Poetaster. 

Auto da fk. Sp. — " An act of faith." — ^The name given in 
Spain and Portugal to the broiling of Jews and heretics 
for the love of God ! 

Autrefois acquit. Fr. — " Formerly acquitted." — ^A plea by 
which the culprit states that he had been tried for the 
same offence, and found not guilty. 

Aut amat, aut odit muUer, nil est tertium. Lat. Strus. — 
"A woman either loves or hates ; there is no medium." — 
Her passions are ever in extremes. 

Autant en emporte le vent. Fr. — " So much the wind carries 
away."— This is all idle talk. 

Aut CcBsar, aut nullus. Lat. — " He wiU be Caesar or no- 
body." — ^He will either reach the first station or not exist. 

Autumnus libitinm qtusstus acerbce. Lat. Juv. — " The autumn 
is the harvest of greedy death." — ^It has always been con- 
sidered as the most unhealthy season. 
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AuadUa humilia firma consensus JheU. Lat. Laberhts. — 
** Union gives firmness and solidity to the humblest aids." 
— Small states, when they coalesce with unanimity, arc 
strong in their means. The most powerfiil coalitions will, 
on the contrary, moulder away from their disunion. 

Aymez loyauti. F. — "Love loyalty." — ^The motto of the 
Duke of Bolton. 

B. 

Basis virtutum constantia. Lat. — *' Steadiness is the founda- 
tion of all virtues." — ^Motto of Viscount Hereford. 

BaMardus nutUus est JiUus, atd fiUus popuH. Lat. Law 
Maxim. — " A bastard is the son of no man, or the son of 
the people.*' — ^A bastard being bom out of maniage, his 
father is not known by the law. — Ho is therefore, in law, 
as no man's issue, it being regarded as uncertain from 
whom he is descended. 

Beau nwnde. Fr. — " The gay world." — The world of 
fashion. 

Beaux esprits. Fr. — " Gay spirits." — ^Men of wit 

Bella femina che ride, vuol dir, torsa chepiange. Ital. Pro v. 
— " The smiles of a pretty woman are the tears of the 
purse." — ^The latter must be drained to ensure the con- 
tinuance of the former. 

Bella! horrida Bella! Lat— "Wars! horrid wars!"— 
Motto of the Lr. Baron Lisle. 

BeUa maironis detestata. Lat. Horace. — " Wars detested 
by matrons" — ^by orphans, widows, &c. — ^by all but amln- 
tious ministers, commissaries, contractors, and id genus 
omne. 
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Bellum intemecinum, Lat. — " A war of mutual destruction.** 
— ^A war to be continued until one or the other of the 
contending parties be ruined or exterminated. 

Bellum lethale. Lat. — " A deadly war." — The sense is nearly 
similar with that of the preceding phrase. 

Bellum . nee timendumy nee prowcandum. Lat. Pliny. — 
" War is neither to be timidly shunned, nor unjustly to be 
provoked." 

Bellum pax rurms. Lat. Terence. — "A war and again a 
peace." — ^Alternate warfare and reconciliation — applied by 
the author to the contests between lovers. 

Beneficia usque eo Imta sunt dum videntur eaisohi posse ; ubi 
muUum antevenerepro gratia odium redditur. Lat. Tacitus. 
— " Benefits are so far acceptable, as the receiver thinks 
he may make an adequate return ; but once exceeding that, 
hatred is returned instead of thanks." — ^A man hates to be 
indebted for a favour which he knows he cannot repay. 

Beneficia dare qui nescity irrjmte petit. Lat. Prov. — "Ho 
who knows not how to confer a kindness, must ask for one 
imjustly." 

Benefidum ampere Hbertaiem vendere est. Lat. Laberius. — 
" To receive a benefit is to sell your liberty." — ^This is a 
phrase very often used, it is however but partially and 
circumstantially just. The sense of obligation is however 
not rarely a painful tic upon the feeling mind. 
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Bene $i amico fecerxB, nepigeat/ecieee 

Ut poUue pudeat ei non fecerie. Lat Plautus. 

" If you have acted kindly to your &iend, do not regret 
that you have done bo, as you should rather be ashamed of 
having acted otherwise." 

Benigno numine. Lat. — " By the favour of Providence." — 
This is the motto of the first founder of the house of 
Chatham. 

Benignus etiam dandi causam cogitat, Lat. Prov. — " Even 
the benevolent man reflects on the cause of giving." — 
There is but little merit in inconsiderate bounty. 

Ben vengae si vengas solo. Spanish Prov. — " Thou comest 
well, if thou comest alone." — Spoken of a misfortuna 

Bie dot qui cito dot. Lat. Prov. — "He gives twice who 
gives soon." — ^A promptitude in giving heightens a favour 
which may be depreciated by delay. 

Bis est gratum quod opus est, si uliro ofieras Lat. Prov. — 
" That which is necessary is doubly gratefiil, if you oflTer it 
of your own accord." — Spontaneous bounty is ever most 
acceptable. 

Bis peccare in bello non licet. Lat. Prov. — " It is not per- 
mitted to err twice in war." — In hostile operations an 
error is to be prevented by as much caution, as if it were 
irretrievable. 

Bis vincit qui se vincit in victoria. Lai Syrus. — " He con- 
quers twice who conquers in victory." — ^He conquers his 
enemy by his valour, and subdues himself by his modera- 
tion. 
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BcBotum in crasso jurares acre ncUum. Lat. Horace. — " Tou 
would swear that he was bom in the thick air of the 
Boeotians/' — ^The people of the Greek province of Boeotia 
were proverbially remarkable for their stupidity. 

Bond fide. Lat. — " In good faith." — ^Actually, in reality. 

Bond malts paria non sunt, etiam pari numero ; nee Icptitia 
ulla minimo moerore pensanda. Lat. Pliny. — " The enjoy- 
ments of this life are not equal to its ev^ls, even in number. 
There is at the same time no joy which can be weighed 
against the smallest degree of grief or pain." — ^This is the 
sentiment of a melancholy man. It must however be 
generally admitted, that the ** compunctious visitings" 
of human life are such as to outweigh its most valued 
enjoyments. 

Bonarum rerum consuetudopessima est. Lat Syrus. — " The 
too constant use even of good things is hurtfuL" — We 
should restrain ourselves so as to use, but not to abuse our 
enjoymenta 

Bon avocat, mauvais voism. Fr. Prov. — " A good lawyer is 
a bad neighbour." — One of the popular satires on the 
professors of the law. 

Bon gri, mat gri. French. — " With a good or ill graca" — 
Whether the party wills it or not. 

Boni pastoris est tondere pecus nondegluhere, Lat. Suetonius. 
— " It is the part of a good shepherd to shear his flock, 
but ndt to slay them." — ^This is a political maxim now 
grown out of use. The best minister at present is the man 
who can extort the most money from, not he who imposes 
the least burdens on the people. 

D 
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Bonjwr^ bonne outre. Fr. — " A good day, a good work." — 
Thig corresponds with the English proverb — " The better 
day, the better deed/' 

Bonis nocet quiequie pepercerU maJis. Lat. Sykus. — " He 
hurts the good, who spares the bad." 

Bonis quod benefit haud perit. Lat. Plaut.— " The kind- 
ness, which is bestowed on the good, is never lost." 

Bonne bouche. — " A nice morsel — ^A delicate bit." — Something 
reserved as a gratification. 

Bonne et belle assez. Fr. — " Qooi and handsome enough." — 
The motto of Earl Fauconberg. 

Bonne renommke rant mieux que ceinture dorh. Fr. Prov. 
— " A good name is better than a girdle of gold." — ^Is 
preferable to wealth or splendour. 

Bonum edfugienda aspioere in cUieno malo. Lat Syrus. — 
" It is well for those who can infer from the misfortunes 
of others what are the things which they should avoid." — ' 
In this case, without suffering adversity, they acquire that 
prudence which it inctdcates. 

Bonum magis carendo quatn fruendo cernitur. Lat. Prov. 
— " That which is good is descried more strongly in its 
absence than in its enjoyment." — Shakespeare has some- 
where translated this maxim most admirably, 

" That which we have we prize not to the worth, 
" But being lack'd and lost — why then we rate its 
value." 

Bonum summ^m, quo tendimus omnes, Lat. LvcEEXirs. — 
" That supreme good to which we all aspire. 
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Bouies en cmmt. Fp. — ** Push forward." — ^Motto of the Ir. 
Earl of Barrymore. 

Brems esse laborOf ohscurus fio. Lat. — " I labour to be short, 
and I become obsciure." — ^A phrase applied to authors, who, 
aiimng at terseness, leave so much unexplained as to 
become obscure to their readers. 

Brutum fulmen. Lat — " A harmless thunder-bolt." — ^A loud 
but ineffectual menace. A law which is not respected or 
obeyed. Ilis discourse was a mere brutum fuhnen — ^it was 
" full of sound and fury, signifying nothing." 

C. 

Caeoeihes. Gr. — ^Literally an evil habit or custom. It is 
never quoted alone, but always in combination with some 
other word, as in the three instances which follow : — 

Caeoeihes carpendi. — ** A rage for collecting." 

Caeoeihes loquendt, — "A rage for speaking." — ^A wish or 
itching frequently to speak in public. 

Caeoeihes soribendi. — "An itch for writing." — ^He has the 
Caeoeihes seribendi. — ^He is an arrant scribbler. 

Cadit qumstio, Lat. — " The questiour falls, or drops to the 
ground." — If matters be as stated eadit quofstio, the point at 
law will not admit of a fiirther discussion. 

C(eca invidia est, nee quidquam aliud scity quam detrectare 
nrtutues, Lat. Livy. — " Envy is blind, and she has no 
other quality than that of detracting from virtue." 

D 2 
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Candor dot tiribus alas. Lat — "Truth givea wings to 
strength." — ^The motto of the Ir. Earl of Belvedere. 

Candida pax homines, trux decet ira feras. Lat. Ovid. — 
'' Fair peace becomes men ; ferocious anger should belong 
to beasts." 

Candidk et constanter. Lat. — " Candidly and constantly." — 
Motto of the Earl of Coventry. 

Cantabit vacuus coram latrone viator. Lat. Juv. — "The 
empty traveller will sing before the robber." — If poverty 
has its inconveniences, it has also its independence and 
security. 

Capias. Law Lat. — ^" You may take."-— A writ to authorize 
the capture or taking of the defendant. It is divided into 
two sorts, viz : — 

Capias ad respondendum. — " You take to answer." — A writ 
issuing to take the defendant for the purpose of making 
him answerable to the plaintiff; and 

Capias ad satisfaciendum. — " You take to satisfy." — ^A writ of 
execution after judgment, empowering the officer to take 
and detain the body of the defendant until satisfaction be 
made to the plaintiff. 

Captum te nidore suwputat iUe culinm. Lat. Juvenal. — "He 
thinks that you are taken with the smell of his kitchen." 
— ^He is inclined to regard you as a parasite. 

Qgmt mortuum. Lat. — "The dead head." — In chemistry 
the ashes remaining in the crucible. Figuratively, " the 
worthless remains." 
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Caret periculo, qui etiam tutus camt. Lat. Sybus. — " He is 
most free from danger, who, even when safe, is on his 
guard.'' — ^A proverb which very happily illustrates the 
advantages arising from vigilance. 

Carpe diem quam minime credula postero, Lat. Hor. — " Enjoy 
the present day, as distrusting that which is to follow." — 
This is one of the maxims of the Epicurean school, which 
recommended, but no doubt unwisely, the immediate 
enjoyment of sensual pleasures, in preference to remote 
speculation. 

Carte blanche. Fr. — "A blank sheet of paper." — To give 
carte blanche, is when one party is so far reduced as to sign 
his name to a blank paper, and to leave the other to pre- 
scribe the conditions. It imports of course "an uncon- 
ditional submission.". 

Car tel est notre plaisir. Fr. — " For such is our pleasure." — 
This was anciently the form of a regal ordinance, under 
the Norman line. It is now happily used, but in an 
ironical sense, to mark some act of despotic authority. 

Cassis tutissima virtus. Lat. Horace. — ** Virtue is the safest 
shield." — ^This is adopted as the motto of Lord Chol- 
mondeley. 

Castrant alios, ut Ubros suos per se graciles, alieno adipe 
suffarciant Lat. Jovirs. — "They castrate the books of 
other men, in order that with the fat of their works they 
may lard their own lean volumes." — ^Applied to Plagiarists, 
in whose works whatever is good is found to be stolen. 
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Casus, quern uepe trcmait, aUquando invemt. Lat. Prov. — " Him 
whom the chance frequently passes over^ it at some time 
finda." — ^The continuance of good fortune forms no ground 
of ultimate security. " The pitcher may go often to the 
weU," Ac. 

Causa et origo est materia negotii. Lat. Law Maxim. — " The 
cause and beginning is the matter of the business.*' — ^Every 
man has a right to enter Jnto a tavern, and every lord to 
distrain his tenant's beasts ; but if in the former case a riot 
ensues, or if in the latter the landlord kills the distress, the 
law will infer that they entered for these purposes, and 
deem them trespassers from the beginning. 

Caveat actor. Lat. Law Meoim. — "Let the actor or doer 
beware." Let him look to the consequences of his own 
conduct. — ^If a landlord gives an acquittance to his tenant 
for the rent which is last due, the presumption is, that all 
rent in arrear has been didy discharged. 

Caveat emptor Lat. — "Let the buyer beware." — ^Let the 
person concerned be on his guard, 

Cautiis enim metuitfoveqm lupus, accipiterque 
Su8peot08 laqueoSy et opertum milvius hamum. 

Lat. Horace. — 

"The wolf once cautioned by experience dreads the pitfall, 

the hawk suspects the snare, and the kite the covered 

hook." 

*' For wily wolves the fetal Pit-faU fear, 

" Kites fly the bait, and Hawks the latent snare." 

Francis. 

Even animals learn to avoid that, by which they retain 

a sense of having been injured. 
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CaDendo tutus. Lat. — " Safe by caution." — The motto of the 
houBe of Cavendish. 

Cavendum est ne mqfor ptena, quam eulpay ait ; et ne iisdem de 
causis alii plectantur, alii ne appelkntur quidem. Lat. Cicebo. 
— " Care should be taken in all cases, that the punishment 
do not exceed the guilt ; and also, that some men may not 
suffer for offences, which, when committed by others, are 
allowed to pass with impunity." 

Cedant arma toga, concedat laurea Knguw. Lat. — " Let arms 
yield to the gown, and the laurel give way to the tongue." 
— ^The power of eloquence is sometimes superior to military 
force. 

Cede Deo, Lat. Vibgil. — " Yield to Providence." — Submit 
where all opposition must be vain. 

Cede repugnanti, cedendo victor abibis. Lat. Ovid. — " Yield to 
the opposer ; by yielding you will obtain the victory." — 
There are circumstances imder which a prudent concession 
is equal to an advantage gained over your opponent. 

Cedite Romani senptorea, cedite Oraii. — " Yield ye Roman, and 
yield ye Greek writers. — ^Yield to a competitor who out- 
weighs you all." — ^This is a quotation generally employed 
in an ironical sense. 

Celui qui devore la substance du pauvre, y trouve a la fin un as 
qui Vetrangle, Fr. — "He who devours the substance of 
the poor wiU find it at length a bone to choke him." — ^The 
great mass of the low and humble may be for a time 
exhausted by oppression ; but their vengeance is generally 
hurled in the end at the head of their oppressor. 
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CehU-la est Je mieux aervif qui n'apas besain de mettre le$ mains 
des autres au bout de sea bras. Fr. Rousseau. — " That man 
is best served, who has no occasion to put the hands of 
others at the end of his arms." — ^There is no maxim more 
just or more useful in common life than this, that what- 
ever a man can personally accomplish, he should never 
leave to be transacted by another person. 

Celui qui se defait de son bien avarU que de mourir, sepr^Hire a 
bien sauffrir, Fr. — "He that parts with his property 
before his death, prepares himself for much suffering." — 
He wiU have to encounter a degree of insolent neglect, 
which he might have avoided by keeping his property at 
his own disposal. 

Ce monde estplein de sous, et qui n'en veutpas voiVy 
Doit se renfermer seul, et casser son miroir, 

.Fr. BoiLEAU. — 
" This world is fiill of fools, and he who would not widi to 
see one, must not only shut himself up alone, but also break 
his looking-glass." 

Ce qui fait qu^on n'est pas content de sa condition, c*est Pidie 
ckimerique que Von se forme du bonheur d'autruu Fr. — 
" What makes many persons discontented with their own 
conditions, is the absurd idea which they form of the hap- 
piness of others." 

Ce qu'on nomme liberality, n'est souimit que la mniti de donner, 
que nous aimons mieux que ce que nous donnons. Fr. Roche- 
FOUCAULT. — " That which is called liberality, is frequently 
nothing more than the vanity of giving, of which we are 
more fond, than of the thing given." 
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Celui qui a tromh un ban gendre, a gagni unfib, maia celui, 
qui en a rencontri un maufmBy a perdu uneJiUe, Fr. — " The 
man wlio lias got a good son-in-law, lias gained a son ; but 
he who has found a bad one, has lost a daughter." 

Ce n^est pas itre Uen aise que de rire. St. Evremond. — 
'^ Laughing is not always a proof that the mind is at ease, 
or in composure." 

Ce qui manque aua orateura enprofondeur 

Ills vom la donnent en longueur 

Fr. Montesquieu. — 
" What the orators want in depths they give you in length.** 
— ^This cutting remark we must say, was never more appli- 
cable than, with a few splendid exceptions, to the British 
senators. 

Cemit omnia Deus fmdex, Lat. — "There is an avenging 
God who sees all." 

Ce sont toujours les aventuriersy qui font des grandes chases, et 
nan pas les souverains des grandes Empires, Fr. Mon- 
tesquieu. — "It is only adventurers that perform great 
actions, and not the sovereigns of large empires." — ^This is 
a maxim which the commencement of the nineteenth 
century has elucidated, even beyond the expectation of its 
author. 

C^est le ton qui fait la Musique. Fr. — " It is the tone that 
makes the music." — ^By this it is intimated, that as much 
depends on the tone and manner in which words are em- 
ployed, on certain occasions, as on the words themselves. 

Certiorari, Law Lat. — " To be made more certain." — ^A writ 
issuing to order the record of a cause, to be brought before 
a superior court. 

Certum pete finem. Lat. — " Aim at a sure end." — ^Motto of 
the Ir. Viscount Wicklow. 
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Cesdonte catsM, cessat et effectus. Lat Law Maxim — " Wlien 
the cauBe is removed, the effect must cease to follow/^ — 
Thus the release of a debt is a discharge also of the exe- 
cution. 

Ces diacoura, il est vrai, soni fori beaux dans un litre, Fr. 
BoiLEAU. — " All this would do very wdil for a book,*' i. e. 
— ^It is very showy in theory, but not reducible to practice. 

CT est fait de lui. Fr. Phrase. — " It is all over with him." — 
He is a ruined man. 

(Test Id prosperity qui dorme les amis, mats c'est VadversUk qui 
les ^preuve, Fr. — " It is prosperity that gives us friends, 
but it is adversity that tries them." 

a est Id le diabk Fr. Phrase.—" There is the devil."— There 
lies the whole difficulty. 

Cest la scource des combats des phUosophes, dont les uns ontpris 
a tdche d^ilecer Fhomme, en decourrant ses gratideurs, et les 
autres de Vabaisser en representant ses miskres, Fr. Pascal. 
— "The origin of the disputes between philosophers is, 
that one class of them have undertaken to raiser man by 
displaying his greatness, and the other to debase him by 
shewing his miseries." 

(Test une grande habiliti que de savoir cacher son habilitk. Ft. 
RocHEFOUCALT. — " The greatest skill is shewn in disguising 
our skill." — ^The art of a painter or actor, for instance, is 
best shewn when the art, by which he produces a strong 
effect, is completely concealed 

(Test une grande foUe de vouloir itre sage tout seui, Fr. Ro- 
CHEFOUCALT. — " It is a great folly to think of being wise 
alone." — ^None but a fool can suppose that he has a mono- 
poly of good sense. 
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C'est le pire aux Sous. Fr. Plirase. — " He is the father of the 
crowns." — ^He is the monied man. 

Cest pour rockier de peindre. Fr. Phrase. — " This is to 
finish his picture." — ^This is to complete his character. 

C'est un sot a vingt-quatre carats. Fr. Phrase. — " He is a fool 
of twenty- four carats." — ^His foUy is absolutely without 
any aUoy. 

C'est une bague au doigt. Fr. Phrase. — " It is a ring on your 
finger. — ^It is as good as ready money. 

(Test une autre chose. Fr. Phrase. — " It is quite a diflferent 
thing." — ^The facts completely differ from the statement. 

Ceux qui n^aiment pas ont rarement de grandes joyes : ceux qui 
aiment ont souvent de grandes tristesses, Fr. Prov. — " Those 
who do not love, seldom feel great enjoyments : those who 
do love, are frequently liable to deep sorrows." 

Chacun a son gout. Fr. Phrase. — " Every man to his taste." 
— ^A proverbial remark in every language, on the prevail- 
ing diversity of choice and opinion. 

Chacun dit du bien de son coBur et personne n'en ose dire de 
son esprit. Fr. Rochefoucault. — "Every man speaks of 
the goodness of his heart, but no man dares to speak in the 
same manner of his wit." 

Chacun en particulier peut tromper et Hre trotnpk : personne n*a 
trompi tout le monde, et tout le monde n'a trompi personne. 
Fr. BouHOUKS. — "Every individual may deceive and be 
deceived, but no person has deceived the whole world, nor 
has the whole world ever deceived any person." 
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Chaque nation doit se gouvemer selon le besoin de ses affaires ei 
h conserration du hien publique. Ft. — " Every nation ought 
to govern itself according to the necessity of its afBsdrSy 
and the preservation of the public weal." — ^These being 
best known to the nation concerned, no other country or 
government can with justice or propriety interfere, unless 
it finds its own interests endangered. 

Chaque oiseau trouve son nid beau. Fr. Phrase. — " Every bird 
thinks his own nest handsome.'^ — ^We are all most inclined 
to commend that which is our own. 



Chat echaudi craint Veau froide. Fr. Prov. — " A scalded cat 
dreads cold water." — ^This is a saying rather more pregnant 
than the EngUsh — " A burnt child dreads the fire." 

Cha88€'C0U8in. Fr. — " Chase-cousin." — ^Bad wine, such as is 
given for the purpose of driving away poor relations. 

Chef d'ceuvre, Fr. — " A master-piece." — ^An unrivalled per- 
formance. 

Chemux de Jrize. Fr. Mil. Term. — Stakes sharpened at each 
end, and fastened by the middle across each other to stop 
the progress of cavalry. 

Che sara aara. Prov. Ital. — " Whatever will be, wiU be." — 
This proverb, which savours so strongly of the doctrine of 
fatalism, has, for some unknown reason, been chosen as the 
motto of the house of Bedford. 
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Chevalier (Tindustrie, Fr. — " A knight of industry." — ^A man 
who lives by ingenious and persevering fraud. 

Chi fha offeso mm te perdono mau Ital. Prov. — " The man 
who has offended you will never forgive you." — ^There are 
some men who can never be reconciled to a person whom 
they have knowingly injured. 

Chd non sa niente, nan duMta de niente. Ital. Prov. — ^' He who 
knows nothing doubts of nothing." — Scepticism and curio- 
sity are the great springs of knowledge ; but ignorance, on 
the contrary, is found to go hand in hand with credulity. 

Cienda es loeura 8e bum semo no la cwra. Span. Prov. — " Science 
or learning is of little use, if it be not under the direction 
of good sense." 

Cineres credia curare sepuUos f Lat. — " Do you think that the 
ashes of the dead can be by this affected ?" — ^Do you think 
they feel affected by the regard or contempt of the living P 

cuius vemt pericuJum cum cantemnitur. Lat. Laberius. — 
" The danger arrives the sooner which is despised." — ^The 
false contempt of an enemy naturally leads to insecurity. 

Civitaa ea autem in Kbertate eatpositOj quce mis stat mribus, non 
ex alieno arinirio pendet Lat. Livy. — " That state alone is 
firee which rests upon its own strength, and depends not on 
the arbitrary will of another." — Whatever may be the in- 
ternal constitution of a state, its freedom can be no more 
than a shadow, if it is subjected in any way to a foreign 
interference. 
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Clarior e tenebria. Lat. — " Mofre bright from obscurity." — 
The motto of the Irish Earl of Miltown. 

Clamum /regit. Law Lat. — " He broke through the enclo- 
sure." — ^A name given by a fiction of law to an action for 
debt, in which such a trespass is supposed to have taken 
place. 

Ccelum non animum mutant qui tram mare currant. 

Lat. Horace. — 
** Those who cross the seas change their climate, but not 
their mind." — ^This maxim of the poet is meant to enforce, 
that weak minds can derive but little advantage from the 
survey of foreign countries — or, in another sense, that the 
guilty cannot leave themselves behind. 

Ccelum non animum. Lat. — " You may change your climate, 
not your mind." — ^Motto of E. Waldegrave, 

Cogi qui potest nesdt mori. Lat. Seneca. — " The man who 
can be compelled, knows not how to die." — He who is 
fearless of death may smile at the menace of compulsion. 

Cognovit actionem. Lat. Law Maxim. — " He has acknow- 
ledged the action." — ^This in law is where a defendant con- 
fesses the plaintiff's cause of action against him to be just 
and true ; and after issue, suffers judgment to be entered 
against him without trial. 

Colubrum in sinu fovere. Lat. JEsop. — " To nurse a snake 
in your bosom." — ^To suffer a secret enemy to partake of 
yoxir confidence 
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Comes jueundus in tnd pro vehimlo est Lat — ** An agreeable 
companion on a journey serves in the place of a carriage." 
— ^His conyersation will shorten the way, and beguile the 
fatigue. 

Comitas inter gentes. Lat. — " Politeness between nations." — 
That mutual consideration which is due firom one civilized 
nation to another, which interferes even in their conflicts, 
and mitigates the asperities of warfare. 

Commune periculum concordiam paret, Lat. — " A common 
danger produces unanimity." — ^The menaces of a foreign 
foe iu general put an end to civil dissentions. 

Commune bonum. Lat. — "A common good." — ^A matter 
of mutual or general advantage. 

Communia propria dicere. Lat. Horace. — " To express com- 
mon place things with propriety." — ^This is stated by the 
poet to be the great difficulty of the dramatic author, whose 
scenes are drawn from middle life. 

Communibm annis. Lat. — "One year with another." — On 
the annual average. 

Comme le rmla accommodi ! Fr. Prov. — " How finely he is 
fitted !" — ^What a pickle he is in ! 

Comme ilfaut Fr. — " As it should be." — ^It is done comme 
ilfauf, it is neatly or properly executed. 

Comme je fus, Fr. — " As I was." — ^The motto of Viscoimt 
Dudley and Ward. 

Commune tntium in magnis liherisque civitatibus, ut invidia gloriw 
comes sit. Ijat. Corn. Nep. — " It is an usual fault in great 
and free states, that envy should always be the companion 
of glory." — ^Turbulence and jealousy are as much the 
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characteristiofl of free statee, as palsied quietude and 
implicit resignation are, of despotic goyemments. 

Compendiarta res improbitas, virtusque tarda. Lat. — *' Wicked- 
ness takes the shorter road, and virtue the longer." — 
Bad men sometimes arriye at pre-eminence, by a shorter 
though less sure road, than those of a contrary description. 



Componitur orhia 



Regis ad eaemplum ; nee sic inflectere sensus 
Htmianos edicta valenif quam vita regentis. 
' Lat. Claudian. — 

'' The people are fashioned according to the example of 
their King : and edicts are of less power than the model 
which his life exhibits." — ^The fashions and morals take 
their progress downward, and every thing depends on high 
example. 

Campos mentis. Law Lat. — " A man of a sound and composed 
mind." — ^A man in such a state of mind as to be qualified 
legally to execute a deed. 

Compositum miraculi causd. Lat. Tacitus — " A narrative 
made up only for the sake of the wonder which it may 
occasion." — One of those fictions, the object of which is 
less to inform than to amaze the reader. 

Comptant comptk. Fr. — "The ready money being paid 
down." 

Concordia discors. Lat. — " A jarring concord, or dissonant 
harmony.'' — ^Applied to an ill-suited junction of things or 
persons. 
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Concordid res parvm creseunt^ dkcordid maanmm dUabuntur. Lat. 
Sallust. — "By union the smaUeet states thrive and flourish ; 
by discord the greatest are wasted and destroyed." — ^This 
quotation is often and properly employed when stating the 
mischiefs which so frequently arise from civil dissentions. 

Con amore. Ital. — " With love." — ^He entered on the busi- 
ness con amore — ^with an earnest and particular zeal. 

Condo et compono qum mox depromere pomm. Lat. Hon. — " I 
compose and lay up what I may soon after be able to 
bring forward." — ^In my hours of leisure I form those 
sketches, which study may afterwards improve. 

ConJidOf conquiesco. Lat. — " I confide, and am content." — 
Motto of Sc. Earl of Dysart. 

Congh d^elire. Fr. — " A leave to elect." — ^The King's per- 
mission to a dean and chapter, giving them leave to chose 
a bishop. This is so far a mere form, as it is always 
accompanied by a letter, naming the person whom they 
must of course elect. 

Conjunetio maris et fcemince est de Jure natur(B. Lat. Law 
Maxim. — " The conjunction of man and wife is of the law 
of nature." 

Conseqititur quodcunque petit. Lat. — " He attains whatever 
he pursues." — ^Motto of the Ir. Earl Bective. 

Constantia et virtute. Lat. — " By constancy and virtue." — 
Motto of Lord Amherst. 

Consilio et animis. Lat. — "By wisdom and courage." — 
Motto of the Sc. Earl of Lauderdale. 
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Conscia mens recti famcB tnendacia ridet, Lat. Ovid. — " The 
mind which is conscious of right, despises the lies of 
rumour." — This is a maxim just in itself; but it is fre- 
quently abused. There are some species of calumny too 
dangerous to be overlooked. 

Consensus facit kgem. Law Maxim. — "Consent makes the 
law." — ^When the parties make an agreement, the terms 
are of their mutual willing, and are no longer a matter of 
legal consideration, if not against the law. 

Consuetude manerii et loci est ohserranda. Lat. Law Maxim. 
— " The custom of the manor and of the place is to be 
observed." 

Consuetude pro lege sermtur. Lat. Law Maxim. — "Custom 
is to be held as a law." — ^This and the preceding maxim 
only go to shew the principle — ^that where customs have 
prevailed from time immemorial, they have obtained the 
force of laws. 

Contemneri est gravius stultiti^, quam percuti, Lat. — "To 
folly it is more grievous to be despised than to be struck." 
— ^Weak minds will sooner bear an insult than a reproach. 

Contra bonos mores. Lat. — "Against good manners or 
morals." — ^This quotation is generally used in legal dis- 
cussions. If the act be not against law, it is an invasion 
upon morality. 

Contra stimulum calces, Lat. Terence. — ^This is best trans- 
lated by the phrase of St. Paul. — " You kick against the 
pricks," i. e. you attempt a vain opposition. 
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Contredire, c^est qmlqmfoia fraj^m' a une parte pour savoir, hHI 
y a quel^un dans la maison. Fr. Prov. — " To contradict, 
means sometimes to knock at a door in order to know 
whether there is any body at home." — Contradiction does 
not always imply opposition. It is sometimes used to draw 
forth, and to examine the weight of a man's opinions or 
argmnents. 

Co}%tre fortune ban cmur. Fr. — "A good heart against fortime." 
— ^A common phrase of admonition, to buoy up the spirits 
in case of disaster. 

Conventio prwatorum non potest publico juri derogare. Lat. Law 
Maxim. — " An agreement between individuals cannot set 
aside the public law." 

Coram domino Rege. Lat. — " Before our Lord the King." 

Coram nobis, Lat. — "Before us." — The vulgar say he was 
on his coram nobis — ^that is, he was brought before persons 
of authority. 

Coram non judice. Lat. — " Before one who is not a judge." 
— ^The matter was coram non judice — ^it was before an im- 
proper tribunal. 

Cordon. Fr. Milit. Term. — " A line," — on which troops act 
and support each other. 

Corpora lenti augescunt, eito ewtinguuntur. Tactt. — " Bodies 
are slow of growth, but are rapid in their dissolution." 

Corporis etfortume bonorum ut initium finis est Omnia orta 
occidunty et orta senescunt. Lat. Sallust. — " The blessings 
of health and fortune, as they have a beginning, so they 
must also find an end. Every thing rises but to fall, and 
increases but to decay." 

E 2 
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Corps diplomatique. Fr. — " Tho diplomatic body." — The 
ambassadors of several Courts acting under the diplomas 
which invest them with that character. It is sometimes 
used in a broader sense, to describe those men who are best 
acquainted with the diplomatic forms. 

Corpus delicti. Law Phrase. — " The body of the crime.'* — 
"j^ The whole nature of the oflfence. — ^The corpus delicti in 
many cases^ as in that of a forged promissory note, is 
specially stated upon the record. 

Corpus sine pectore. Lat. Horace. — " A body without a soid." 
A dull inanimate being. 

Corruptio optimi pessinia. Lat. — " The corruption of the best 
is productive of the worst." — ^The best and purest institu- 
tions, when once vitiated and gangrened, are found in the 
process of corruption to outdo the very worst. 

Corruptissimd Republicd^ plurimm leges. Lat. Tacftus. — 
'' When the State is most corrupt, then the laws are most 
multiplied." — ^The relaxed morals of a people may be esti- 
mated in some degree from the legal restraints which it is 
found necessary to impose. 

Cor unum, via una, Lat. — " One heart, one way." — ^Motto of 
the Earl of Exeter. 

Coipus onmtum 

Hestemis vitiis animum quoque prcegrarat u^ct. 

Lat. Horace. 
" The body loaded with yesterday's excess, also bears down 
the mind." — ^The effect of dissipation is not only felt cor- 
porally, but mentally. 

Corrumpunt bonos mores colloquia pram. Lat. Prov. — " De- 
praved conversation will corrupt the best morals." — Or, as 
in the English maxim — " Evil communications," &c. 
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Cosafatta capo ha. Prov. Ital. — " A thing which is done has 
a head." — ^There is, as it were, no life in a business until 
the main circumstance be completed. The statue may then 
be said to have gotten a heady and nothing is wanted but 
the finishing touches. 

Coup de Main. Fr. — " A sudden or bold enterprise." 

Coup d'rnL Fr. — " A quick glance of the eye." 

Coup de grace. Fr. — " A stroke of mercy." — ^The stroke which 
finished the sufferings of those who had been broken on the 
the wheeL 

Courage sans peur. Fr. — " Courage without fear." — ^Motto of 
Lord Gage. 

Coute qui coute. Fr. — " Let it cost what it may." — ^At any 
expense. 

Craignez honte. French. — *^ Fear shame." — Motto of the 
Duke of Portland. 

Craignez tout d'un auteur en courroux. French. Boileau. — 
" You are to apprehend the worst from an enraged author." 
— ^The irritable temper of authors has long been a matter 
of notoriety. Thus Horace mentions the gentAS irritabile 
vatum. — " The irritable race of poets." 

Cras credemus, hodie nihil. Lat. Prov. — " To-morrow we will 
believe, but nothing to-day." — ^Let us see what time may 
produce, for we cannot credit the present assertion. 

Credat Judmis Apella. Lat. Horace." — ^Let the circumcised 
Jew believe it." — ^A phrase of contemptuous incredulity. 
The Jews, when this was written, were treated pretty 
nearly as they are now : they were regarded as the outcasts 
of every community. 
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Orede quod habes, et habes. Lat. — " Believe that you have it, 
and you have it." — ^Indulge your imagination, and it will 
gratify you in nearly an equal degree -with tiie actual 
possession. 

Credite poateri. Lat. — ^Will posterity believe P" — Can they 
be led to think that such absurdities were accredited by 
tiieir forefathers P 

Credula res amor est. Lat. Ovid. — " Love is an affidr of cre- 
dulity." — ^Those who are in love believe every idle tale 
which flatters their expectations. 

Crescentem sequitur cura pecuniam 
Mq;orumque fmnes, Multa petentibus 
Desunt multa. Bene est cut Deus obtulit 
Parca quod satis est manu. 

Lat. Horace. 
" The accumulation of wealth is followed by an increase of 
care, and by an appetite for more. He who seeks for much 
will ever be in want of much. It is best with him to 
whom God has given that which is sufficient, though every 
superfluity be withheld." 

Crescit amor nummi quantum ipsa pecunia crescit. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" The love of pelf increases with the pelf." — ^Avarice, like 
every other passion, increases by indulgence. 

Crescit indulgens sibi dims hydrops. Lat. Hor. — " The fatal 
dropsy gains on the patient from his gratifying his thirst." 
— ^The same inference belongs to this as to the preceding 
quotation. 

Crescit sub pondere virtus. Lat. — " Virtue grows under the 
imposed weight." — ^The idea is taken from the received 
opinion of the palm-tree, which is said to grow the faster 
in proportion to the incumbent weight. — ^Motto of the Earl 
of Denbigh. 
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Greta an carbone notandimi. Lat. — " Whether to be marked 
with chalk or charcoal/' — ^It was in this maimer that the 
superstitious Romans dLstLOguished their lucky and im- 
lucky days. 

Crimen Ubscb Mqfestatis. Lat. — " The crime of wronging or 
injuring Majesty." — ^The guilt of high treason. 

Crimina qui cemunt aHorum, non sua cemunt 

Hi sapiimt aUis desipiuntque sibi. Lat. Owen. — " There are 
those who can see the faults of others, but who cannot 
discern, their own. — ^These men are wise for others, and 
fools to themselves." 



- Crimine ab una. 



Disee omnes. Lat. Virgil. 

" From a single offence you may learn the nature of them 
all." 

Cruti dum spiro fido* Lat. — " Whilst I breathe I trust in 
the cross." — ^Motto of the Ir. Viscoimt NetterviUe. 

Cruddem medieum intemperam ceger facit, Lat. Syrus. — " A 
disorderly patient makes the physician cruel." — ^He com- 
pels him to use restraints, which would otherwise be 
unnecessary. 

Crux. Lat.— ^" A Cross." — ^Any thing particularly torment- 
ing or vexatious, thus: 

Crux criticorum, medicorum, mathematicorum, &c. — " The 
greatest difficulty which can occur to critics, physicians, or 
mathematicians, &c." 

Crux est si metuasy quod vincere nequeas. Lat. Atjson. — " It is 
a tormenting thing to fear what you cannot overcome." 
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CueuUus nonfacit monachum. Lat. — " The cowl does not 
maJke the Mar." — ^We are not to judge of the man from 
his disguise, or assumed character. 

Cui bono ? Lat.—" To what good" sc. will it tend P What 
is to be the advantage resulting from the measure which 
you propose P 

Cuicuhque aliquis quid concedUf concedere ridetur et id, sim quo 
r€$ ipsa esse non potest. Lat. Law Maxim. — "To whomso- 
ever a man grants a thing, he grants that without which 
the thing cannot be enjoyed." — ^A person, for instance, 
selling the timber on his estate, the buyer may cut down 
the trees and convey them away without being responsible 
for the injury which the grass may sustain, from carts, &c. 
during the necessary time of conveyance. 

Cui gratia, fama, valet udo contingat abundi, 
Et mundus tictus, et non deficiente crumend, 

Lat. Horace. 
"Endowed with favour, fSeone, and health; with decent 
fare, and a purse not ill supplied." — Such, in the opinion 
of the poet, are the qualities and possessions which should 
ground a man's content, if not his happiness. 

Cuilibet in arte sua credendum est. Lat. Proverb. — " Every 
man is to be trusted in his own art." — We should, in 
general, give credit to men for superior skill in that art, or 
science, which they have made their peculiar study. 

Cui licet quod majuSy non debet quod minus est non licere. Lat. 

Law Maxim. — " He to whom the greater thing is lawful 

' has certainly a right to do the lesser thing." — ^Thus if a 

man has an office to himself and his heirs, he may make 

an assignee, and a fortiori^ he may appoint a deputy. 
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Cui mah ? Lat.— " To wliat evil" «o. will it tend P— What 
or where is the mischief likely to arise from the measure 
proposed? 

Cui non corweniat aim res, ut cahem olim, 
Sipede major erit aubvertet, at minor uret. 

Lat. Horace. 
" He to whom his fortune does not suit, it will act in the 
manner of a shoe ; if too large, it will overturn him ; if 
too small, it will gall him." — ^A fine practical lesson to in- 
duce us to adapt our minds to our circumstances. 

Chit prodeat scelm, ia fecit. Lat. Seneca. — " He has com- 
mitted the crime, who has derived the profit." — ^This as a 
general maxim is true, but not without some exceptions. 

Ctijua libet rei aimulator atque dissimulator. Law. Sallust of 
Cataline. — " A man who could, with equal skill, pretend 
to be what he was not, and not to be what he really was." 
— ^A person deeply versed in the arts of hypocrisy. 

Cujua eat aolum, e/ua uaque adccelum. Law. Lat. Maxim. — " He 
who has the property in the soil, has the same up to the 
the sky." — His neighbour must not therefore offend by 
making any improper projections to impend over his land 
or tenement. 

Cujm tu fidem in pecunia perapeoceria, 

Verere ei verba credere. Lat. Terence.. 

" Can you fear to trust the word of a maii, whose probity 
you have experienced in pecuniary affairs." — ^There's no 
touchstone of a man's good faith beyond his punctuality 
in money matters. 

Cui de sac. Fr.— " The bottom of a bag."— A difficulty. A 
passage closed at the end. 
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Cum altera Itiw renit 



Jam eras hestemum consumpsimus ; ecce aliud eras 
Egerit hos annos, et semper paulum erit ultra. 

Lat. Persius. 
" When another day shall arrive, we shall find that we 
have consumed our yesterday's to-morrow: another morrow 
shall arrive to propel our years, and still be a little beyond 
us." — ^A strong reflection on the dilatory conduct of man, 
ever fixing for to-morrow that which he should do to-day, 
until his years have fled, and his opportunities are lost. 

Cum corpore mentem 



Crescere sentimm pariterque aenescere. 

Lat. LucRET. 
" We find that as the mind strengthens with the body it 
decays with it in like manner." — ^Whatever be the advan- 
tages derived from experience, we see that the mind is de- 
bilitated by corporal infirmity. 

Cumforiuna matiet, miUum servatis amid 

Cum cedity turpi vertitis orafugd, Lat. Ovid. 
"Whilst fortime continues favourable, we have always 
the countenance of friends ; but when she changes, they 
then turn their backs in shameful flight." — This is a mftYim 
so generally admitted, as not to require any particular 
illustration. 

Cum licet fugere, m qucere litem, Lat. Prov. — " Do not seek 
the quarrel, or the suit, which there is an opportimity of 
escaping." — ^Where there is an outlet, go neither to law 
nor to loggerheads. 

Cum multisaliis qum nunc prescrihere longumest. Lat. — "With 
many other matters which it would be now tedious to 
state." — ^A summary which is generally placed at the end 
of a bead-roll of indifferent items, and in an ironical sense. 
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Gunctando restituit rem. Lat. Ennius. — "He restored his 
cause by delay." — ^This praise was first given to Fabius, 
who saved his country by avoiding the first onset of 
Hannibal. It is now generally applied to illustrate the 
advantages arising from caution, sagacity, and justifiable 
delay. 

Cupido dominandi cunctts affectibua flagrantior eat Lat. Taci- 
tus. — " The lust of power is the most flagrant of all the 
afiections of the mind." — ^Ambition may be termed the 
worst of vices, as it too often leads to the commission of 
every other crime. 

Cur ante tuham tremor occupat artus. Lat. Vikgil. — " Why 
should a tremor seize the limbs before the trumpet 
sounds." — ^Wherefore those marks of trepidation before the 
danger is actually announced P 

CurcB leves loquunter, ingentes stupent. Lat. Seneca. — 
" Light griefs may speak, deep sorroVs tongue is bound." 
— ^The anguished sufferer is silent, when complaints of a 
nature less severe are vented most loudly. 

Ctis omnium sit culpa, paucorum acehis ? — " Why should the 
wickedness of a few be laid to the account of all ?" 

Currente calamo Lat. — " With a nmning quill." — ^Applied 
to works written with fluency and expedition. 

Curtce nescio quid semper abest rei, Lat. Horace. — " A name- 
less something is always wanting to our imperfect for- 
tune." — ^The most opulent and happy, in the eyes of the 
world, if brought to a frank confession, would acknowledge 
that they felt some want or deficiency. 
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Gustos morum. Lat. — " The guardian of morality." — ^Every 
judge is said, and ought, to be a custos morum, 

Cmtos rotulorum. Lat. — ^The officer who has the custody of 
the rolls and records of the sessions of jx^ace. 

D. 

Dabit Deus his qtwque fnem. Lat. Virgil. 

" Providence will also put an end to these." — Generally 
spoken of public calamities, or in inflictions. 

D^ Accord. Fr. — " Agreed." — ^In tune. 

Da locum melioribus Lat. Terence. — " Give place to your 
betters." — ^Let a due deference be shewn to rank, to sex, 
and to superior station. 

Damna minus consueta movent, Lat. Jitv^nal. — " The 
afflictions or losses to which we are accustomed affect us 
less deeply." 

Domnosa quid rum imminuit dies ? Lat. Horace. — " What 
does not injurious time diminish and impair?" — ^Every 
work of art and every production of nature is equally 
liable to injury from the lapse of ages. 

Damnum appellandum est cum maid fama lucrum, Lat. — 
" The gain which is made at the expense of reputation 
should rather be set down as a loss." 

Dans Vart d'interresser consiste Vart d^icrire, Fr. Delille. — 
" In the art of interesting consists the art of writing." — 
The surest test of a writer of genius appears in arresting 
the feelings of the reader, and bearing them with him, 
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through eyery scene, without dixmnution or rehixation to 
the end. Men of inferior minds may amuse by florid 
descriptions ; these however, 
" Play round the head ; but come not near the heart." 

Dans lea conseils (Tun etat, il nefaut pas tant regarder ce gu'on 
doit /aire, que ce qu'on pent /aire. Fr. — " In the councils 
of a state it is not so necessary to examine what ought to 
be done, as what can be done." — ^The means are to be 
considered as well as the end. 

Dans un pays libre, an crie beaucaup quoiqu^on sauffre pen : 
dans un pays de tyrannic on se plaint peu quoiqu'on sonffire 
beaucaup, Fr. Caknot. — " In a free country there is much 
clamour with little suffering ; in a despotic state there is 
little complaint, but much grievance." — ^In a state of free- 
dom, men sometimes speak loudly upon slight occasions ; 
under a tyranny they are compelled to silence, even under 
the severest inflictions. 

Dare pondus idonea fumo. Lat. Persius. — " To give weight 
to smoke." — To give to trifles an air of moment. 

Da spatium tenuenique moram ; male citncta ministrat impetus. 

Lat. Statius. — ''Allow an interval for deliberation; all 

things are done badly that are done with violence and 

precipitancy. 
Data. Lat. — "Things granted." — ^He proceeds on certain 

data — on premises which have been previously admitted. 

Data fata secutus. Lat. — " Following his declared fate." — 

Motto of Lord St. John. 
Date obolum BeUsario. Lat. — " Give a farthing to Belisa- 

Brrs." — ^This great General was reduced to beg in his old 

age. The phrase is therefore sometimes applied to fallen 

greatness. 
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Dat f>eniam corm, vexat censura coltmbas, Lat. Juv. — " Cen- 
sure pardons the crows, whilst it harasses the doves." — 
This is a phrase of general use and application. The cen- 
sorious too often fSasten on the innocent, whilst, in their 
misplaced malice, the guilty are suffered to escape. 

Davm sum non CEdipm. Lat. Terence. — " I am Davus 
(a simple servant), and not an CEdipus." — I am not enough 
of a conjuror to divine the solution of your riddle. (Edipus 
according to the Greek fables, had solved the enigma of 
the Sphinx. This was a monster, said to have the face of 
a woman, the body of a lion, and the wings of a 
griffin ; and to tear to pieces, all those who could not 
answer this question : — " Which is the animal that goes in 
the morning on four feet, at noon on two, and in the 
evening upon three?" — CEdipus said, that it was Man, 
who in his infancy crawled on all fours ; arriving at man- 
hood, walked erect on two legs ; and in the evening of life, 
was supported by a stick. The Sphinx on hearing this 
solution, we are told, leaped from a rock, and destroyed 
herself. 

Debouchure. Fr. Military Term. — " The mouth or opening 
of a strait or river." 

De ban ixmhir servir le roy. Fr. — " To serve the king with 
good will."— Motto of Earl Tankerville. 

Debito jmiUm. Lat. Law Phrase. — " By debt of justice." — 
By a claim justly established. 

Decies repelita placebit. Lat. Horace. — " It will continue to 
please, though ten times repeated." — This adulatory phrase 
is often applied to modem dramatic works in particular ; 
but the event has seldom confirmed the prediction. 
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Decipimur specie recti. Lat. Horace. — " We are deceived by 
the appearance of what is right — of rectitude." — ^Fair 
appearances are necessary to the purposes of deception. 

Dcceptio uisus, Lat. — "A deceiving of the sight.'' — ^An 
illusion practised on the eye. 

Decipit 
From prima multos : — rara niem inteUigit 
Quod interiore condidit aura angulo. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" The first appearance deceives many. Our understand- 
ings seldom reach to that which has been carefully reposed 
in the inmost recesses of the mind." — ^Those who attempt 
to judge at the first glance of the characters of men, will 
be most frequently disappointed. The manners and con- 
versation of men of the world are artificial. It is only by 
some severe ordeal, or by a long experience, that their 
natural propensities are to be discovered. 

Decori deem addit amto. Lat. — " He adds an honour to those 
of his ancestors." — ^Motto of the Sc. Earl of Kellie. 

Decrevi. Lat. — " I have decreed." — ^Motto of the Ir. Earl of 
Westmeath. 

Dedimuspoiestatem. Lat. — " We have given power." — ^A writ 
in law whereby commission is given to one or more private 
persons, to assist for the expedition of some act belonging 
to the judge. The words are used also to denote the com- 
mission of a justice of the peace, which begins in the same 
manner. 

Dediadt animus sero qfwd didicit diu, Lat. Seneca. — " The 
mind unlearns with diflBculty what it has long learned." — 
Impressions long entertained are not easily erased. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



64 DICTIONARY OP OTTOTATIONS. DE 

De facto. Lat. Law Phrase.—" From the fact." 
Be jure. Idem. — " From the law." — ^These opposite phrases 
are best explained together. In some instances, the 
penalty attaches on the offender at the instant when the 
fmt is committed ; in others, not until he is convicted by 
law. In the former case, he is gxiilty de facto ; in the 
latter, dejnre, 

Defaut de la cuirasse. Fr. — "The extremity or defective 
part of the armour." — ^He has taken defaut de la cuirasse : 
he was attacked on his weak side. 

De fde et officio judicis non recipitur questio, Lat. Law 
Maxim. — " No question can be entertained respecting the 
good intention and duty of the judge." — ^No presumption 
against him can be received in the first instance. There 
must be strong and ftdl proof of malversation. 

De gaiety de cceur. Fr. — "From gaiety of heart.'' — Spor- 
tively, wantonly. 

Degeneres animos timor arguit. Lat. Virgil. — " Fear is the 
proof of a degenerate mind," — ^This is an universal mode 
of arraigning timidity, which, in every state and coxmtrj^, 
is stated as a falling oflf from the valour of their ancestors. 

De gustibm non est di^utandum, Lat. — "There is no dis- 
puting about tastes." — ^They are too many, and too various, ' 
to be the objects of rational discussion. 

De haute kitte, Fr. — "By a violent struggle." — ^By main 
force. 

De land caprind ,Lat. — " About goats' wool." — ^A dispute, 
de land caprind, respecting a matter not worth discussion. - 
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Delectando parUerque monendo, Lat. Horace. — "To give 
equal pleasure and instruction." — This best praise of an 
author, this great master has given elsewhere in other 
words — '* JUtscutt utile dulci.** — ^He combined that which 
was pleasurabk with what was useful, 

Delenda est CaHhago. Lat. — " Carthage must be destroyed." 
— ^The oft-repeated phrase of a Roman senator, tending to 
provoke the destruction of that rival city. It was lately 
used as a sort of war-whoop, to urge a " War of extermi- 
nation ! " 

Deliberandum est diu, quod statuendum semel, Lat. Syrus. — 
"That should be considered long, which can be decided 
but once." — ^Every precaution is necessary where the deed 
is irrevocable. 

Deliherat Roma, pent Saguntum, Lat. — " Rome deliberates, 
and Saguntum perishes." — We are slow to resolve, whilst 
our allies are in the extremity of danger. 

Deliramenta doctrifUB, Lat. — " The wild speculations or wan- 
derings of learned men." — ^The Fantasies of those whom 
" too much learning hath made mad." 

Delirant reges, plectuntur Achivi. Lat. Horace. — " The 
monarchs err, the (Jreeks (i. e. the people) are punished." — 
The following poetical paraphrase will render the quotation 
still more intelligible : 

" When doating monarchs urge 

TJnsoimd resolves, their subjects feel the scourge." 
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Delphinum appingit sylvis^ influetibus aprutn, 

Lat. Horace. 
'^ He paints a dolphin in the woods, and a boar in the 
waves." — ^He introduces objects which are nnsnited to -the 
scene. 

Dc mat en pis, Fr. — " From bad to worse." 

De monte alto. Lat. — " From a high mountain." — ^Motto of 
the Ir. Baron De Montalt. — ^This appears to be what is not 
uncommon in the choice of mottos — a pun upon the family 
name. 

De mortuk nil nisi bonum. Lat. — " Of the dead, let nothing 
be said but what is favourable,^* — ^This long-received maxim 
is by some not improperly amended by substituting rerum 
for bonum. — ** Let nothing be said but what is frue." 

Denique twn omnes eadem mirantur amantque. 

Lat. Horace. 
" All men do not, in fine, admire or love the same things." 
— ^This is one of the nimiberless phrases, the sole tendency 
of which is to state the general diversity of taste and 
opinion. 

De nan apparentibm et non existentibus eadefn eat ratio. Lat. 
" The reasoning must be the same with respect to things 
which do not appear, as to things which do not exist." 

Deo date. Lat.—" Give to God."— The motto of Lord 
Arundel. 

Deo wHfufXifde non iimendum. Lat. — " Qt)d assisting, there is 
nothing to be feared." — ^Motto of L*. V. Fitzwilliam. 

Deo duce, ferro coniitante. Lat. — " My God my guide, and 
my sword my companion." — ^The motto of the Ir. Earl 
of Charlemont. 
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Deo favente. Lat.— " With God's favour.'* 

Deojuvante. Lat. — "With God's assistance." 

Deo toknte, Lat. — "God willing." — So many phrases in- 
timating a hope of the aid, or a submission to the will of 
Providence. 

Deo non forttmd, Lat. — -"•' From God, not Fortune." — ^Motto 
of Lord Digby. 

Depresms eatoUor. Lat. — " Having been depressed, I am ex- 
alted." — ^Motto of the Ir. Vise. Moimtgarret. 

Depdt French Military Term. — " A store or Magazine." 

Dernier resort Fr. — :" The last resource." 

Desideratum. Lat. — ^A thing desired." — Such a work is a 
desideratum in that branch of literature. 

— Desinit inpiscem muUer formosa superne. Lat. Hor. — " A 
Woman elegantly formed above, ending in nothing but a 
fish." — ^The idea is taken from the mermaid. The application 
is to literary works which give the fairest opening promise, 
and terminate in defect, and deformity. 

Desunt ccetera. Lat. — " The remainder is wanting." Placed 
at the end of an imperfect work. 

Desunt inopue muUa, amritice omnia. Lat. Syrus. — " Poverty 
is in want of much, but avarice of every thing." 

Deteriores omnes sumus Ucentia. Lat. Terence. — "We are 
all the worse for licence." — ^The heart is generally dete- 
riorated in those who can carry into act their own will, 
without reponsibility or restriction. 

F 2 
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Detour. French Military Tenn. — " A circuitous march." 

Detur aliquando otium qulesque fesm. Lat. Seneca. — ^Let ease 
and rest be sometimes granted to the wearied." — ^Let there 
be due alternations of labour and repose. 

Detur pulchriori, Lat. — " Let it be given to the fairest." — 
This was the inscription on the apple which fable tells us 
was adjudged by Paris to the goddess Venus, to the morti- 
cation of Juno and Minerva, — ^Let the prize be given to the 
most deserving. 

De vita hominis nulla cundatio langa est, Lat. Law Maxim. — 
" When the life of a man is at stake, no delay that is 
afforded can be too long." — ^By this humane maxim, it is 
intimated, that as the effect of a rash sentence cannot be 
recalled, we should pause and deliberate before we consign 
a feUow-creature to death. This maxim could not be too 
strongly impressed, if we did not conceive it to be a mere 
fiction of the poet, 

" Of wretches hung, that jurymen may dine I" 

Deum cohy regem serva, Lat. — " Worship God and presence 
the King." — ^Motto of the Irish Viscoimts Iniskillen and 
Ranelagh. 

Deus nobis hcec otia fecit. Lat. Virg. — " God has given to us 
this peace or leisure." 

Deus hcec/ortasse betiignd 
Reducet in sedeni vice, Lat. Horace. 

" Perhaps Providence by some happy change will restore 
things to their proper places." 

Dextra dare, Lat. — " To interchange right hands." — To 
give each other the most solemn assurance either of mutual 
support, or of mutual reconciliation. 
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Dies datm, Lat. Law Tenn. — " The day given." — ^The day or 
tune appointed for the answer of the tenant or defendant. 

Diesjuustus. Lat. — " A lucky day." 

Dies infaustm. Lat — "An unlucky day." — These were 
marked by the superstitious Romans, the former with a 
white, and the latter with a black stone. 

Dies non. Lat. Law Phrase. (The word Juridiem being un- 
derstood.) The days on which no legal proceedings can 
take place. These are, all Sundays in the year ; the Puri- 
fication, in Hilary term; the Ascension, in Easter term; 
the festival of St. John Baptist, in Trinity term ; and 
those of All SaifUs, and All Souls in Michaelmas term. 

Dieu avec nous.. — " God with us." — ^The motto of Lord 
Berkeley. 

Dieu defend k droit Fr. — God defends the right." — Motto 
of the Duke of Marlborough, and Earl Spencer. 

Dieu me conduise. Fr. — " May God conduct me." — ^Motto of 
Lord Delaval. 

Dieu et mon droit. Fr. — '* God and my right." — ^The Motto 
of the Sovereigns of Great Britain. 

Dijficilem oportet aurem habere ad crimina, Lat. Syrus. — 
" One should not lend an easy ear to criminal charges." — 
To attack is so much more easy than to repel, that an 
accuser should ever be listened to with distrust. 
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Difficile est hngum mbito deponere amorem. 

Lat. Catullus. 
" It is difficult at once to relinquish a confirmed passion." 
— ^The poet speaks of the passion of love, but it is the 
same with every other, when once rooted by indulgence. 

Difficile est satiram non scribere, Lat. Juvenal. — " It is dif- 
' ficult not to write satire ;" — ^the times being such as to call 
for its severest correction. 

DifficiliSy querulus, laudator temporis acti. Lat. Hor. — " Harsh, 
complaining, and the exilogist of the times which are 
past." — ^ThiB, generally speaking, is the just character of 
an old man. Age, we know, is querulous, and delights in 
the retrospect of its early enjoyments. 

Digito monstrari et dicier hie est. Lat. Persius. — " To be 
pointed at by the finger, and have it said, there goes the 
man." — Such is the ambition of many to be notorious. 

Dignum laude virum Musa vetat mori. Lat. Hor. — " The Muse 
forbids the virtuous man to die." — She consecrates his 
name at least to immortality. 

Dignus vindice nodus. Lat. Horace. — " A knot worthy to be 
untied by such hands." — ^A difficulty which calls for the 
highest interference. 

Dii penates. Lat. — " The household gods " among the ancients. 
Small images which they worshipped at home. It now 
sometimes is used in an ironical sense. They were such a 
man's DU penates : they were the persons whom he caressed, 
entertained, and almost worshipped. 

Diis aliter tisum. Lat. Virg. — " It has seemed otherwise to 
the gods." — ^Providence has disposed of the matter in a 
different way. 
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Diis proadmm ilk est 



Qmm ratio f non ira movet, qui facta rependena 

Condlio punire potest. 

Lat. Claudian. 
*^ He is next to the gods, whom reason, and not passion, 
impels ; and who, after weighing the facts, can measure 
the punishment with discretion." — ^This is a pleasing 
picture of a mild governor. 

Dtlationes in lege sunt odiosce, Lat. Law Maxim. — ** Delays 
in the law are odious.*' — ^This is a maxim, it is to be feared, 
rather belied in the practice. It can now go only to 
intimate that a dilatory plea cannot be received, unless the 
matter be supported by an affidavit. 

Dimidium facti qui cwpit habet. Lat. Horace. — ^This is 
literally translated by our own proverb— " What's well 
begun, is half done.'* 

IHruitf a^ificatf mutat quadrata rotundis. Lat. Hor. — " He 
pulls down, he builds up, he changes the square into 
the round." — ^He is perpetually changing, merely to gratify 
his own caprice. 

Discipulus est prions posterior dies. Lat. Syrus. — "Each 
succeeding day is the scholar of that which preceded." — 
The errors which we commit on one day, shoiild teach 
us to conduct ourselves more wisely on those which follow. 

Discite Justitiam monUi et non tenmere divos. 

Lat. Virgil. 
" Learn justice, being admonished, and not to despise the 
gods." — ^Leam from infliction the sense of justice, and the 
respect which is due to Heaven. 

Diseur des bom mots, French. — " A sayer of good things." 
would-be wit. 
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— Disfecti membra poeta, Lat. Horace. — " The scattered 
remains of the poet.'* — Distort a poetical passage as you 
will, there will still be found a remainder of poetic spirit. 

Disponendo me, non mutando me. Lat. — " By disposing of 
me, not by changing me." — Motto of the Duke of Man- 
chester. 

Distrahit animum librorum multitudo. Lat. Seneca. — "A 
multitude of books distracts the mind." — But little of solid 
acquirement is to be expected from promiscuous reading. 

Distringas. Law Phrase. — " You may distrain.** — ^A writ to 
empower the sheriff to that effect. 

Dives agrisy dives posifis infcenore nummis. Lat. Horace. 

" A person rich in lands, and money placed at usury.** — 
Used to describe a man of immense property. 

Dives fieri qui vult 

Et cito vult fieri. Lat. Juvenal. 

" A man who wishes to become rich, and to acquire riches 
soon." — ^A desperate adventurer. 

Divide et impera. Lat. — " Divide and govern.'* — ^This is the 
MachiaveUan policy of almost all governments. By 
dividing a nation into parties, and poising them against 
each other, the people are deprived of their intrinsic 
weight, and their rulers incline the scale as suits their 
caprice or discretion, 

Divitiamm et fomee gloria fiuau at que frag His ; virtus elara, 
• (Bternaque habetur. Lat. Sallust. — " The praise of riches 

and of beauty is frail and transitory : virtue alone is clear 

and eternal. 
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Bodies imitandis 

Turpibus etpravis omnes sumtis. Lat. Juvenal. 

" We are all easily taught to imitate that which is base 
and depraved." — ^To be virtuous requires an effort. Our 
nature, if inert or unassisted, will slide towards depravity. 

Dodrina sed vim promovei insiiam. Lat. Horace. — " Learn- 
ing but serves to bring forward the natural force of the 
mind." — 1£ the mind be devoid of that force, then learning 
is like " a lump of marl on a barren soil, enciunbering 
what it cannot fertilize." 

Dolce cose a vedere, e dolci inganni. Ital. Ariosto. — " Things 
sweet to see, and sweet deceptions." — ^A phrase very 
frequently applied to specious, but deceitfid appearances. 

Dolus an virtus quis in hosts requirat ? Lat. Virgil. — " Who 
shall ask of an enemy whether he succeeded by stratagem 
or by valour ?" — ^Either mode is to be adopted in cases of 
avowed hostility. The only question is, which is most 
likely to ensure success ? 

Dolus rersatur in generalibus, Lat. Law Maxim. — "Fraud 
lurks in loose generalties." — It is in its nature, to deal in 
broad and general statements, without coining to close and 
proveable assertions 

Domini pudet non sermtutis, Lat. Seneca. — " I am ashamed 
of my master, and not of my servitude." — ^There is no 
disgrace in obeying those who are worthy of command. 

Dominium a possessions cmpisse dicitur. Lat. Law Maxim. — 
** Right is said to have its beginning from possession." — 
This maxim goes to prevent the disturbance of titles to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



74 DICnONAKY OF QUOTATIONS. DO ^DR 

estates. But if there be proof of record established, it out- 
weighs the memory of man, which by the statute 32 
Henry VIII. is fixed at sixty years. 

Dominus providebit Lat. — "The Lord will provide." — 
Motto of the Sc. Earl Glasgow. 

Donee eris felixy mutton nunwrabis amicos, Lat. Ovid. — 
** Whilst you are prosperous, you may coimt on having 
many friends.** — ^You will . have at least many persons 
about you, who will take to themselves that appellation. 

Dormitur aliqunndo Jub, moritur nunquam. Lat. Law Maxim. 
— " A right sometimes sleeps, but never dies." — ^A right 
to land, for instance, is understood, cannot die. If a man 
releases his right, it is extinguished for the time ; but 
this is to be imderstood only of the right of the person 
making the release. 

Das d'ane. Fr. — " The ass's back." — ^A military phrase used 
to describe a shelving ridge. 

Dos est magnu parentum virtus, Lat. — " The virtue of parents 
is in itself a great portion." — ^Xo inheritance can be more 
valuable than that of a fair fame transmitted from our 
ancestors. 

Double entendre. Fr. — "A double meaning." — ^It is gene- 
rally used to mark an obscene allusion in disguise, or, as 
the phrase is, wrapped up in clean linen. 

Doiuc yeux Fr. — " Soft glances." — ^To make the doux ymix 
— ^to interchange tender looks. 

Droit d'aubaine. Fr.— " The right of escheat."— By this law, 
which expired with the French monarchy, the personal 
property of every foreigner, d}dng within the king's 
dominions, escheated to the crown. 
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Drrnt des gem. Fr. — " The law of nations." 

Droit et avant, Fr. — "Right and forward." — ^The motto of 
Viscount Sidney. 

Dubiam salutem qui dat ajfflictis^ negat. Lat. Seneca. — " He 
who holds out a doubtful safety to the afflicted denies all 
hope.'' 



Duds ingenium, res 



Adver8<B nudare soknt, celare aecutuUB 

Lat. Horace. 
" Misfortunes lay open the skill of a general. Prosperous 
circumstances conceal his weakness." — ^It is less difficult, 
for instance, to gain a battle, than to conduct a retreat. 



JDucimm autem 



Ho8 quoque felices, quiferre incommoda vittB, 
Nee jactare jtigum vitd didicere mcbgistra. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" We are also to deem those happy, who, from the expe- 
rience of life, have learned to bear its ills, and without 
descanting on their weight" — ^That experience which leads 
to resignation and composure, leads at the same time 
to comparative happiness. 

Ducit amor patriw, Lat. — "The love of my coimtry leads 
me." — ^Motto of the Ir. Baron Milford. 

Du fort au foible. Fr. — " From the strong to the weak." — 
one with another. 

Duke est desipere in loco. Lat. Hok\ce. — " It is pleasant to 
play the fool in a proper place." — ^There are seasons when 
it is permitted that wisdom may take the garb of frivolity, 
and without incurring any reproach. 
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Duke et deci^rum est pro patria mori. Lat. Hor. — " It is 
pleasing and honourable to die for one's country.*' — ^This is 
an apophthegm cited in all wars, and in all ages. But sound 
philosophy will confine its application to the single case of 
our country's being attacked. It is certainly honourable 
to die in repelling such an aggression. 

Dtilcis inexpertis cuUura potentis amid 

Eapertm metuit Lat. Horace. 

" Those who are unacquainted with the world take pleasure 
in the intimacy of a great man ; those who are wiser 
dread its consequences." — ^They know the jealousy and the 
hazards which await on such a connection. 

Dum in dubio est animus^ paulo momento hue iUue impeUitur, 
Lat. Terence. — " Whilst the mind is in a state of un- 
certainty, the smallest impulse directs it to either side. 

Dum kgo; assentior, Lat. — "Whilst I read, I assent." — I 
yield implicitly to the writer's opinions. This was used 
emphatically by Cicero on reading Plato's arguments on 
the immortality of the soid. 

Dum spiro spero. Lat. — " Whilst I breath, I hope." Taken 
as their motto by the Irish Viscounts Dillon. 

Dum vires annique sinunt tolerate Idborem 
Jam veniettacito curva senectapede, 

Lat. Ovid. 
"Whilst your strength and years permit, you shoidd 
endure and encounter labour ; remember that crooked age, 
with silent steps, will soon arrive." 

Dum vivimus mvamus. Lat. — ^Whilst we live, let us live." — 
We only live whilst we enjoy life ; let us therefore enjoy 
it as long as we can. 
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Dum vitani stulti vitta, in contraria currunt. Lat. Horace. — 
**When fools seek to avoid one error, they fall into its 
opposite." — ^They are ever in extremes. 

— DUm devot souvent au ckrStien veritable, 
La dlstaiice est deux fois plus tongue, a mon avis, 
Que dupdle antarctique au detroit de Davis. 

Fr. Boilbau. 
" The distance between a devotee and a true christian, is 
often twice as great as that from the Southern Pole to 
Davis's Straits." — ^The difference betwen hypocrisy and 
true devotion is almost immeasurable. 

Duos qui sequUur lepores, neutrum capit. Lat. Prov. — " He 
who follows two hares is sure to catch neither.' — ^When 
the attention of a man is divided between many objects, 
he rarely attains any of them. He has according to the 
English proverb, " too many irons in the fire." 

Durante bene placito. Lat. — " During our good pleasure.'* — 
By this tenure the judges of this coimtry once held their 
seats, at the will of the sovereign. They are now held 
more properly, " Quamdiu se bene gesserint. — ^As long as 
they shall conduct themselves well ;" that is to say, during 
life, unless a criminal charge shall be made and proved 
against them. 

Durante vita, Lat. — " During life." — ^A clause in Letters 
Patent. 

Durante et vosmet rebus servate secundis. Lat. Virg. — " Hold 
out and preserve yourselves for better circumstances." — 
The hope of better times is the strongest argument which 
can be used to inspirit the drooping resolution. 
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Durum ! Bed levins sitpatientia 

Quicquid corrigere eat nefas, Tjat. Horace- 

" It is harsh ! — ^But that which it is impossible to correct 

becomes more light by patience/' 

" 'Tis hard, but patience must endure, 
And soothe the woes it cannot cure/' Francis. 
Durum telum necessitas. Lat. Prov. — " Necessity is a hard 

weapon." — it is dangerous to oppose those whom necessity 

has driven to extremes. 
Dux foemina factu Lat. Virg. — " A woman was the leader 

of the deed.^' — ^This is a quotation often used, because it 

often happens that female spirit takes the lead in the 

greatest enterprises. 

E. 

Ea sub oculis posita negligimus; proximorum incuriosi, 
longinqua sectamur. Lat. Pliny. — " We neglect the things 
which are placed before our eyes, and regardless of what is 
within our reach, we pursue whatever is remote." — ^This is 
frequently and properly applied to the rage for visiting 
foreign coimtries, in those who are absolutely unacquainted 
with their own ; 

" Abroad to see wonders the traveller goes, 
And neglects the fine things which lie imder his nose." 

£au hinite de cour, Fr. — " The holy water of the court." — 
i. e. Court promises. 

Ucce homo. Lat. — "Behold the man." — The French say, 
II a Fair d^un ecce homo. — He appears to be in a deplorable 
condition. 

Eflamma cibumpetere. Lat. Terence. — " To get one*s bread 
out of the fire." — ^To obtain a livelihood by the most 
desperate means. 
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Byyva wapa «* «nj. Gr. EggiM para <P ate. — " Promise, and 
miscliief is near."— This was the saying of Thales, <me of 
the seven Sages of Greece. Nothing can lead into greater 
hazard than promises hastily and incautiously made. 

Ego et Rex mens. Lat. — " I and my king." — ^This insolent 
transposition is attributed to Cardinal Wolsey. It is 
Bometimes quoted to mark an extraordinary instance of 
impertinent assumption. 

Ego si rm quod ineptm 

PastiUos BufiUm okt — Uvidm et mordaw videar ? 

Lat. Horace. 
** If I smile at the perfomes with which Rufillus is scented, 
must I be therefore regarded as envious or ill-natured P" — 
If , as a Satirist, I lash the knave or coxcomb, shall my 
honest indignation be set down to the score of malice. 

Ego spem pretio non emo. Lat. Terence. — " I do not buy 
hope with money." — ^I do not purchase expectation at so 
dear a rate. 

Eheu/Ugaces, Posthumey Postliume 
Labuntur anni, nee pietas moram 
JRugis et instanti aenecUe 
Afferety indomitcB que Morti. 

"Alas! Posthumus, our years are few and fleeting, nor 
can even piety delay the wrinkles of approaching age, or 
the progress of resistless death." 

Eheu ! quam brevifmn pereunt ingentia caum. Lat. Claudian. 
" Alas ! by what slight means are great aflWrs brought to 
destruction." — ^What great events are sometimes brought 
about from little causes. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



80 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. EL — EN 

JEkgit. Law Lat.— ''He has chosen."— A judicial writ 
directed to the SheriflF, empowering him to seize for 
damages recovered. 

Mif/e etun, cujm tibiplacuit et vita et oratio. Lat. Sexeca. — 
" Chuse that man of whose life^ as well as whose eloquence, 
you can approve." -Do not be misled by a specious ha- 
rangue, but consider whether the conduct of the speaker 
through life has been such as to attach weight and respect 
to his opinions. 

En barbette. Fr. Mil. Term. — " Said of a battery when the 
caimon are higher than the breast wall." 

En Dteu est ma fiance, Fr. — " In God is my trust." — ^Motto 
of the Ir. Earl of Carhampton. 

En Dieu est tout. Fr. — " In God is every thing." — ^Motto of 
Earl Strafford. 

Enfam perdua, Fr. — •" Lost children." — ^Those troops which 
are stationed at the advanced or dangerous posts; in English 
termed the /or/om hope of the army. 

Enfant gath. Fr.— " A spoiled child." 

Enfant trouvL Fr. — ^A Foundling." 

Enfermer la hup duns la bergerie. Fr. Prov. — " To shut up 

the wolf in the sheep fold."— Metaphorically, to patch up 

a disease. 

Enfilade. Fr. Mil. Term. — " A row."— Where a battery Ls 
placed so that it can fire along a pass ; it is said to enfilade 
that pass. The troops within its range are enfiladed. 

En fiute. Fr. — " A large vessel is said to be an m fiute when 
she carries only her upper tier of guns ; her hold being 
filled with stores." — She is then only a transport of greater 
force. 
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En habiles gens. Fr. — " Like able men." 

En la rosejefleurie. Fr. — " I flourisli in the rose." — Motto 
of the Duke of Richmond. 

En masse. Fr. — '* In a body." — En/oule. " In a crowd." 

En pkin Jour. Fr. — " In open day." 

En parole Je tns. Fr. — " I live in the word." — ^Motto of 
Lord Stawell. 

En revanche. Fr. — " In return."-— To make amends or re- 
qnitaL 

En suivant la viritk. Fr. — " In following truth." — ^Motto of 
the Earl of Portsmouth. 

Entre les deiAx pins. Fr. — " Between the two wines." — ^Neither 
absolutely drunk or sober. 

Entre nous. Fr. — " Between ourselves." 

En viellissant on dement plus fou et plus sage. Fr. Rouche- 
FoucAULT. — "When men grow old, they become more 
foolish and more wise." — ^At that period of life, some ob- 
stinate follies are found to have stricken deeper root, 
whilst others have been stunted by the lapse of time and 
by experience. 

Eodem collyrio mederi omnibus. Lat. — " To cure all by the 
same salve." — ^To play the quack, and vend a pano/cea for 
the cure of all disorders. 

Eo instanti. Lat — " At that instant." 

Eo magis prcsfulgehai quod nan videbatur. Lat. — "Tactfus. 
— " He shone with the greater splendour, because he was 
not seen." — ^This expression is used by the hiatoribn when 
speaking of the statue of a great man, which was in- 
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vidiously removed from the view of a popular procession 
It is not improperly employed in speaking of a retired 
statesman, who may live in the endeared recollection 
of the people, though withdrawn from their immediate 
notice. 

So nomine. Lat. — " By that name." — ^tTnder that description 

Eripuit cmlo fulmen, sceptrumque tyrannia. Lat. — " He 
snatched the thunder from Heaven, and the sc^tre from 
tyrants.*' — ^This was the device made for the late Dr. Ben- 
jamin Franklin, when ambassador from the United States 
to France. The allusion is to his discovery, that the elec- 
trical fire and that of lightning are absolutely the same, 
and to the eminent share which he had in establishing the 
independence of America, his native country. 

E 86 finxit relut araneus. Lat. — ** He spun from himself 
like a spider."— ^He had nothing to depend on but his own 
resources. 

Esp^ance et Dim. Fr. — " Hope and God." — ^The motto of 
Lord Lovaine. 

Esp&rance en Dieu. Fr. — " Hope in God." — ^The motto of 
the Duke of Northumberland. 

E^yrit de Corps, Fr,— "The spirit of the body."— That 
zeal for the mutual honour which pervades every collective 
body, such as the gentlemen of the army, the bar, &c. 

Esse quam vuferi maUm. Lat. — " I should wish to be rather 
than to seem.^' — ^I shoidd prefer to be in fact estimable, 
than merely to be regarded as such by the world. — ^Motto 
of the Ir. Earl Winterton. 
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Est mod/US in rebus sunt certi deniqtie fines, 
Quos ultra citraque nequU consistere rectum. 

Lat. Horace. — 
"There is a medium in all things. There are certain 
limits, beyond or at this side of which propriety cannot 
exist." — ^This is a very popular quotation ; it is used to 
illustrate the position, that every virtue consists in the 
middle. Thus generosity is the middle virtue, of which 
avarice and prodigality constitute the two extremes. 

JEst-ne Dei sedes nisi terra et pontus et acr 

Et cesium et mrtus. Superos qw)d quwrimus ultra 
Jupiter est, quodcunque vides, quocunque mof>eris. 

Lat. LucAN. 
" Is there any other seat of the Divinity than the earth, 
the sea, and air, the heavens, and virtue ; why do we seek 
the Gbd beyond ! He is whatever you see ; He is wherever 
you move." — ^This passage is often quoted as containing a 
sublime idea of the Deity, though falling from the pen of 
a heathen. 

Esto perpetua. Lat. — " Be thou perpetual.'* — May this insti- 
tution be permanent. 

Esto quod esse mderis. Lat. — " Be what you seem to be." — 
Motto of Lord Sondes. 

Esto ut nufic multi, dives tihi, pauper amicis, Lat. Juven. — 
" Be, as many in the world now are, rich to yourself, and 
poor to your friends." 

Est prof ecto Deus, qui qu(e nos gerimus auditque et videt; 
Neque id verum existimo, quod vulgo dicitur 
Fortuna, humanafinget artatque, ut lubet 

Lat. Terence. 
" There is certainly a God who sees and hears all that we 
do; I cannot believe that which is ordinarily said, that 

o 2 
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Fortune makes and unmakes all human affitirs at pleasure." 
— ^This is one of the numerous testimonies borne by the 
heathen writers to the existence of a First Cause. Their 
own mythology they considered, of course, as merely alle- 
gorical. 

Est proprium stultitice aliorum cernere mtia, oblivisci aiiortim- 
Lat. Cicero. — " It is the peculiar faculty of fools, to dis- 
cern the faults of others at the same time that they forget 
their own. 

Est qucedam flere voluptas. 

Expletur lacrymis, egeriturqus dolor > 

Lat. OviT). 
" There is a certain pleasure in weeping : grief finds in 
tears both a satisfaction and a cure." — ^Tlicre is, as Shakes- 
peare has it, " a luxury in grief;" and those know not the 
workings of the human heart, who attempt the task of 
consolaticm, before the first bursts of anguish shall have 
found free vent. 

Est quoddam prodire tenus si non datur tdtra, Lat. Horace. 

— " It is something to proceed thus far, if it is not per- 
■ mitted to go further." — ^That industry is to be approved 

which advances in a certain degree, though it fidls of its 

proposed object. 

Esurienti m occuras, Lat — "Do not encounter a hungry 
man." — ^Risk not a contest with desperate necessity. 

Et ccefera. Lat. — " And the rest." 

Et credit ctneres curare sepultos ? Lat. Virg. — " Do you 
think that the ashes of the dead are to be affected by the 
affairs or passions of the living?" 
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Et decua etpretium recti. Lat — " The ornament and the re- 
ward of virtue." — ^Motto of the Duke of Grafton and 
Lord Southampton. 

Etenim omnes artes, quce ad humani totem pertinent, habent 
quoddam commune vinculum, et quasi cognatione quadam 
filter se continentur, Lat. Cic. pro Archia. — " All the 
arts which belong to polished life are held together by 
some common tie, and connected, as it wore, by some inti- 
mate relationship." — Such, for instance, is the relation bc- 
•tween Painting, Poetry, and Music. 

Et errat longe mea quidem senteniia 

Qui imperium credit gravius esse aut stabilius, 
Vi quod fit, quam illud quod amicitid adjungitur. 

Lat. Terence. 
" It is a great error, according to my opinion, in those who 
believe that a government is more firm, or more assured, 
when it is supported by force, than when it exists by kind- 
ness and voluntary obedience." — In governments, which 
exist by the mere effect of force and violence, there can be 
no certainty of duration. 

Et genus et formam regina pecunia donat Lat. Horace. — 
"All powerful money gives both birth and beauty." 

Et genus et proavos, et quce rionfecimus ipsi 

Vix ea nostra voco. Lat. Ovid. 

" For birth and ancestry, and what we have not ourselves 
achieved, we can scarcely call our own." — ^This is frequently 
employed as being a just satire on the pride of birth, when 
not sustained by personal honour. 

Et genus et virtus nisi cum re, vilior alga est. Lat. Horace. — 
" Both virtue and birth, unless sustained by riches, are held 
more cheap than the sea-weed." — ^This, and the preceding 
maxim, have equally been consecrated by time and truth. 
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Etimn fortes vivos subitis terreri. Lat. Tacitus. — "Even bold 
men are to be shaken by sudden events." — ^Events that 
are unforeseen will sometimes ruffle the most even temper, 
and disturb the firmest mind. The strongest mind is not 
proof against influence of surprise. 

Et mak tomatos iticiidi reddere versus. Lat. Horace. — " And 
to return verses which have been ill-formed to the anml" — 
Such is the wise recommendation of this great poet. Mo- 
dem writers in general are too indolent to have recourse 
to this species of forgery ! 

Et mecB, si quid loquar audiendum 

Vocis accedet bona pars. Lat. Horace. 

" And if any opinion of mine is worthy of attention, it 

shall be given freely in his favour." 

Et mihi res, non me rebus, submittere conor. Lat. Horace. — 
" I endeavour to make circumstances submit to me, not to 
submit myself to circumstances." — ^This line describes very 
strongly a mind where firmness and vigour are imited. 

Et minimcB vires frangere quassa valent, Lat. Ovid de Tris- 
tibus. — " A little force will break that which has been 
cracked before." — ^When a man's spirits are once broken, 
he is afterwards easily subdued by the slightest occurrence. 

Et nati naforum, et qui nascentur ah illis, 

Lat. Horace. 
" And the children of our children, and those who shall be 
bom of them." — ^These things we shall feel and remember, 
and our nati natorum, &c., — our posterity to the latest 
period. 

Et nos quoque tela sparsimus, Lat. — " And we too have flung 
our weapons." — Motto of Lord Rawdon. 
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Et Phcebo dtgna locutiy 

Quique suorum memores alios fecere merendo. 
Omnibus his nived cinguntur tempora viUd. 

Lat. ViBG. 
" Those who spoke things worthy of Phcsbus (the inspiring 
God), and those who made men recollect them for their 
deserts, — all have their temples boimd with a snow-white 
ribbon." — ^The poet is describing Elysium, and he assigns 
this as a distinctive mark to the poetic instructors, and to 
the benefactors of mankind. 



- M qucB sibi quisqm timebat 
Unius in miseri ewUium canversa tulere. 

Lat. ViRG. 



*' And what each man feared for himself was easily borne, 
when it was turned to the destruction of a single wretch !'* 
— ^The circumstance to which the poet alludes is this : one 
man out of an army was to be sacrificed, the lot being 
drawn, each man cheerfully submitted to the decision 
which removed his individual apprehensions. Such is 
human nature. 

M quiescerUi agendum est^ et agenti quiescendum est. Lat. 
Seneca. — "The active should occasionally rest, and the 
inactive should apply to labour." — ^The mind as well as the 
body requires alternate action and repose. 

Et qui nolunt occidere quenquam 
Posse volunt, Lat. Juvenal. 

" Even those who do not wish to kill a man, are willing to 
have that power." — Such is the spirit of ambition in the 
human mind, that even those wish for a control over 
their equals, who are least likely to abuse their power. 
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Eire pauvre sans Hre Ubre, <fest le pire ekU, ou Fhomme puisse 
tomber Fr. Rousseau. — " To be poor without being free 
is the worst state into which man can fall." — ^Poverty and 
alavery united, certainly form the worst condition of human 
existence. 

Ut sic de similibus Lat. — "And so of the like." — What is 
said of this will apply to every thing similar. 

Ex almsu non arguitur ad usum Lat. Law Maxim. — " No 
argument can be drawn from the abuse of a thing against 
its use." — ^If a principle or practice be perverted from its 
right meaning or end, no solid argument against either 
can be drawn from such perversion. We have heard of 
debtors made the victims of personal spleen by their 
creditors ; but it would not be fair to argue, on this ground 
alone, against the practice of imprisonment for debt. 

Ex cafhedra. Lat. — " From the chair." — ^An ordinance, ex 
cathedra, pronounced from high authority. 

Excessus injure reprobatur, Lat. Law Maxim. — "All excess 
is condemned by the law." — ^Whatever the law ordains 
must be within the rules of reason. Thus the law awards 
Uberal, but it by no means allows excessive damages. 

Ex curia. Lat.—" Out of Court." 

Ex debito j'ustiticB. Lat. — " From what is due to justice." 

Ex delicto. Lat. — " From the crime." 

Exceptio probat regulam. Lat. Law Maxim. — " The excep- 
tion proves the existence of the rule." 
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Excerpta. Lat. — " Extracts." — ^Abridged notices taken from 
a work. 

Excitari non hebescere. Lat. — "Spirited, not inactive." — 
Motto of Lord Walsingham. 

Ex concesso Lat. — " From what has been granted." — ^Argu- 
ments, ex concesso, from admissions made by an adversary. 

Exeat aula qui vult esse phis. Lat. Lucret. — " Let him who 
will be good retire from the Court." — The satirists of very 
early days have noticed Courts as hot-beds of immorality. 

Exemplo plus quam ratione vivimm, Lat. — " We live more 
by example than by reason." — ^Most men act rather upon 
the precedents set by others, in like cases, than on their 
individual judgment. Those who are high in place and 
authority, should therefore be cautious as to the nature of 
the example which they Jiold forth to others. 

Exemplo quodcunque malo committitur, ipsi 

Displicet auctori. Lat. Juvenal. 

" Whatever is committed from a bad example is displeas- 
ing even to its author." — ^We hate those faults in others, 
of which we have ourselves set the example. 

Exeffi monumentum cere perennius. Lat. Horace. — "I have 
completed a monument more lasting than brass." — ^This 
phrase is justly applied by the poet to his own works. It 
is now generally used in an ironical sense. 

Extgui numero sed bello uvida virtus, Lat. Virg. — "Small 
in nmnber, but of tried and war-proof valour." — ^A 
quotation not seldom resorted to, for the purpose of 
encouraging the lesser to resist the greater force. 
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Ex inero motu, Lat. — "From a mere motion." — ^From a 
man's own free will, without suggestion or constraint. 

Uw necesmUe rei, Lat. — " From the necessity of the case." 
— ^Arising from the urgency of circumstances. 

Ex nihilo nihil sit. Lat. — " Nothing can come of nothing." 

Ex officio. Lat. — " By virtue of his office." — Ab a matter of 
duty. 

Ex parte, Lat. — " On one side." — Ex parte evidence, — ^that 
testimony which, as before a grand jury, is delivered in 
only on the side of the prosecution. 

Expede Herculem. Lat. — "Judge of the size of the statue 
of Hercules from that of the foot." — ^Decide upon the whole 
from the specimen which is furnished. 

Experto crede, Lat. Virg. — " Believe one who has experi- 
ence to justify his opinion." 

Expertus metuit Lat. Horace — "The man who has 
experience dreads it." — ^The original application was to the 
friendship of the great* The phrase however is often and 
variously applied. 

Explorant adrersa tiros. Perque aspera dura 
Nititur ad laudem virtm interrita clivo. 

Lat. SiLius Italicus. 
" Adversity tries men ; but virtue struggles after fame 
regardless of the adverse heights." — ^The first part of this 
quotation refers to an axiom which is universally admitted. 

Expressio umm est exclusio aUerius. Lat. Law Maxim — 
" The naming of one man is the exclusion of the other." 
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Expressitm facit cessare taciturn. Lat. Law Maxim. — " A 
matter expressed, causes that to cease wliich otherwise, by 
intendment of law, would have been implied." — ^An express 
covenant qualifies the generality of the law, and restrains 
it from going further than is warranted by the agreement 
of the parties. 

Ex quovia ligno non sit Mercurius. Lat. Proverb. — "A 
Mercury is not to be carved out of every " wood." — ^This 
corresponds with the homely proverb — " You cannot make 
a silk purse," &c. 

ExtinctuB amabitur ideni, Lat. Horace. — " The same man 
when ,dead shall be beloved." — Envy pursues the living. 
No man can expect to share the honours which are due to 
merit, until after his decease. 

Ex tempore. Lat. — " Out of hand — ^without delay, or loss of 
time." 

Ex uno diace omnes. Lat. — " From one you may learn all.'* 
— ^From this specimen you may judge of the remainder. 

F. 

Faber sucb fortutue. Lat — "The architect of his own 
fortune." 

Facetiarum apud prcspotentes in longum memoria est. Lat. 
Tacitus — "The powerful hold in deep remembrance an 
ill-timed pleasantry." — ^It is dangerous to sport with the 
feelings of the great. An unlucky jest has often been 
construed into a crime, by a despotic sovereign, or an 
arbitrary government. 
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Fades non omnibm una 



Non diversa (amen, qualem debet esse sororum 

Lat. Ovid. 
" The face was not the same with all. It is not however 
materially different ; the resemblance was such as should 
appear between sisters." — ^These lines, which were origin- 
ally used to express a family-likeness, are now employed 
to mark those political circumstances, which, from their 
similitude, bespeak the same political parent 

Facile est inventis addere. Lat. — " It is easy to add to things 
already invented." — ^This is a maxim frequently quoted 
abroad, in order to vilify the English genius. But leaving 
our original inventions out of the question, every impre- 
judiced man will allow, that the improvements which this 
country has made, have incalculably out- valued the hints 
which, in some particular cases, we have borrowed. 

Facile onmes cum valemus recta consiUa 

j^grotis damns. Tu si hie sis aliter sentias 

Lat. Terence. 
" We can all, when we are well, give good counsel to the 
sick. Were you in my place, you would feel otherwisa" 
— ^We think and feel for others differently from what wo 
should do for ourselves were we in a similar situation. 

Facile princeps, Lat. — " The admitted chief." — ^The first 
man witfiout dispute. 

Facilis descensus Avemi 

8ed revocare gradum, superasque evaderc ad auras, 

Hie labor hoc opus est, Lat. Virgil. 

" The descent into hell is easy, but to recall your steps, 

and re-ascend to the upper skies, forms the difficulty and 

the labour." — ^The poet speaks of the descent of -^neas 
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into the infernal regions. In its general application^ it 
means that it is much easier for a man to get into, than to 
extricate himself from any difficulty, or danger. 

Faciliua crescit qnam inchoaiur dignitas, Lat. 



Laberius. — "It is more easy to obtain an accession of 
dignity, than to acquire in the first instance." — ^It is with 
respect, as with opulence ; the first beg^innings of both are 
difficult, but each is afterwards easily increased. 

Fadnmquos inquinat (squcU. Lat. Lucan. 

" Those whom guilt stains, it equals.'* — ^The expression is 
nervous and happy. Nothing can be so great a leveller as 
the mutual consciousness of criminality. 

Facit inddgnatio versus. Lat. — "The verses flow from 
indignation." — ^My strong feelings impel me to write. 

FoQon de parier. Fr. — " A manner of speaking." — C*est ma 
faqon de parier. -^^^ It is the mode in which I chose to 
express myself." 

Fac simile. Lat. — "Do the like." — ^A close imitation. — ^An 
engraved resemblance of a man's hand- writing, &c. 

Faire sam dire. Fr. — " To act without ostentation." — ^The 
motto of Lord Holland and of the Earl of Hchester. 

Faire mon devoir. Fr. — " To do my duty." — ^Motto of the 
Ir. Earl of Rodin. 

Fallacia alia aliam trudit. Lat. Terence. — " One imposture 
or fallacy produces another." — ^Any one falsehood or deceit 
is naturally the parent of many others. 
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FaUentis semita ritm. Lat. Horace. — " The deceitful path of 
life/' 

Fallit enim mtium, upecie virtutis et umbra, 
Cum triste sit hdbitu — vulta et veste severum, 

Lat. Jtrv^NAL. 
" Vice can deceive under the shape and shadow of Virtue, 
when sad and severe in its dress and countenance." — Such 
is the garb and appearance which is generally worn by- 
profound hypocrisy. 

Fallitur egregio qutsquis sub principe credet 

Sercitium. Nunqnam libertas gratior eaiat 

Quam sub rege pio. 

Lat. Claudian. 

" That man is deceived who thinks it slavery to live under 

an excellent prince. — ^Never did liberty appear in a more 

gracious form, than imder a pious King." — ^This once was 

poetic incense offered to an Emperor. It is now quoted as 

an axiom by the advocates for absolute monarchy. 

FolIsus honor Juvat ct mendax infamia terret 

Quern nisi mendosum et mendacem ? 

Lat. Horace. 

"False honour aids, and calumny deters, none but the 

vicious and the liar." — ^The man of spirit and integrity 

will equally despise the encomium and the aspersion which 

are foimded upon falsehood. 

FamcB damna majora, quam qum estimari possint, Lat. Livy. 
"The injury done to character is so great, that it cannot 
possibly be estimated." — ^He who " robs me of my good 
name — ^makes me so poor indeed," that I never can have a 
fiill measure of reparation. 

Fare— foe. Lat.— " Speak— do."— Motto of the Sc. Baron 
Fairfax. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PA — ^PE DICnONAKY OF QUOTATIONS. 95 

Fari qum sentiat. Lat — " To speak what he thinks." — ^The 
motto of the Earl of Oxford, and of Lord Walpole. 

Fds eat et ab hoste doceri. Lat. — " It is fair to derive instruc- 
tion even from an enemy." — ^He who notices the mistakes 
of a foe, gains fr^m thence a lesson of advantage. 

Fastidientia est stomachd multa degustare, Lat. Seneca. — " It 
proves a squeamish stomach to taste of many things." — 
A weak appetite, taken in any sense, is only to be allured 
by variety. 

Fata obstant Lat. — " The Fates oppose it." — ^It is in the 
destiny of things that the matters should be otherwise 
settled. 

Fatetur /acinus is qui Judicium fugit. Lat. Law Maxim. — " He 
confesses his crime who flies from judgment." — ^His 
flight is a tacit admission of his guilt. 

Favete Unguis, Lat. — "Favour by your tongues." — Give 
attention whilst the business proceeds. A solemn admoni- 
tion repeatedly given whilst the superstitious rites of the 
Komans were in the act of being performed. 

Fax mentis, incendium ghrice, Lat. — '*The torch of the 
mind is the flame of glory." — ^Motto of the Ir. Earl of 
Granard. 

F(BX populi. Lat. — " The dregs of the people." — ^The Canaille. 

Felices ter ^ amplius 

Quos irrupta tenet copula, nee malts 
Divulsus querimoniis, 

Suprema eUius solvet amor die, 

Lat. Horace. 

" Happy, and thrice happy are those, who enjoy an tm- 

interrupted union, and whose love, unbroken by any sour 
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complaints, shall not dissolve nntil the last day." — ^There 
is no happiness on earth exceeding that of reciprocal 
satisfaction in a conjugal stata 

Felicitas muttos habet arnicas, Lat — " Happiness has many 
friends." — ^All men court the intercourse of the prosperous. 

Felicitas nutrix est iracundim, Lat. Proverb. — " Prosperity 
is the nurse of anger." — ^It leads men to indidge their 
passions and forget themselves. 

Felix quern faciunt aliena pericuia catitum, Lat. — " Happy 
are they who can learn prudence from the danger of 
others" — as they do not purchase it by personal suffering. 

Felix qui nihil debet. Lat. — " Happy is the man who owes 
nothing." 

Felix qui potuit rerum cognoscere causae. Lat. Vikgil. — 
" Happy is the man who is skilled in tracing effects up to 
their causes." 

Felo de se. Law Term. — *' A felon of himself." — ^A person 
of soimd mind who volimtarily puts an end to his existence. 

Femme couverte. Fr. — " A covered or married woman." 

Femme sole. Fr. — " A spinster — a woman immarried." 

Ferce naturm. Lat. — " Of a wild nature." — ^This phrase is 
generally used to describe those animals which, being of a 
wild and savage nature, are the common property of all. 
Tame animals, on the other hand, which are the absolute 
property of man, are called, Mansjieta, from manui assueta, 
" accustomed to the hand,? or domitw naturce, " of a tame 
and subdued nature." 
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Ihrme omie. Fr. — " A decorated farm."— A faftn in which, 
though ornament be introduced, its useful purposes are 
not overlooked. 

Fertilior seges est aUenis semper in agris 

Vicinumque pecus grandim uber habef Lat. Ovid. 

" The crop is always greater in the lands of another, and 
the cattle of our neighbour are deemed more productive 
than our own." — Such is the nature of man ; most persons 
are of opinion, that they have not their proper share in 
the goods of Fortune. 

Featina lente. Lat. Augustus C-«sar. — " Hasten slowly." — 
Do not let impetuosity betray you into imprudence. This, 
by a miserable pim, is taken as the motto of the On-slow 
family ; and also of the Irish Baron Dunsany 

Festinare nocet, nocet et ciinctafio scepe ; 

Tempore qtueqtie suo quifacit, ilk sapit. Lat. Ovid. 

"It is injurious to hasten, and delay is also frequently 
injurious. — That man is wise, who does everything in its 
proper time." — ^The prudent man will equally avoid the 
extremes of tardiness and of precipitation. 

Festinat rapido curm decurrere veiox 

Floaculwi augusUe, miserceque bretnssima vitm 
Portio : dum serta, unguenta^ puellas 
Poscimus, obrepit non irtellecta aenectus. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" The flower of our short-lived existence fades rapidly into 
decline ; its course is speedily terminated : — ^whilst we cuJl 
for garlands, for perfumes, and for girls, old age steals 
upon us by surprise." — ^No other explanation of this serious 
monition is necessary, than to say that the Romans wore 
wreaths of roses, and were perfumed at their banquets. 

H 
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Fite champHre. Fr. — '* A rural feast." — ^An entertamment, 
with rustic sports, given in the open air. 

Fiat Lat. — "Let it be done." — ^A word used to signify a 
peremptory and decisive order. 

Fiat jmtitia ruat ccelum. Lat. — "Let justice be done though 
the heavens should fall." — ^Though ruin should ensue, let 
justice take its course. 

Fiai lux, Lat.—" Let there be light." 

FictcB mluptatis causcB sintprowimo verts. Lat. Horace. 

" Let the feigned sources of pleasure be as near as possible 
to the true." — ^This is a judicious advice to poets. In 
indidging the imagination, let not the departure be too 
great from probability. 

Fide et fortitudin^. Lat. — " By faith and fortitude." — ^Motto 
ofthe Earl of Essex. 

Fidditk est de Dieu. Fr.— " Fidelity is of God."— Motto of 
the Lr. Vise. Powerscourt. 

Fide et Jiducia, Lat. — " By faith and courage." — Motto of 

tie Sc. Earl of Roseberry. 
Fidei coticula Crux, Lat. — " The Cross is the touchstone of 

faith." — ^Motto of Earl Clarendon, Earl Jersey, and of the 

Ir. Earl Grandison. 
Fideli certa merces, Lat. — " The faithful are certain of their 

reward." — ^Motto of Earl Boringdon. 
Fidelia ad umam. Lat. — "Faithful to the ashes." — ^Motto 

of the Ir. Baron Sunderlin. 
FideUter. Lat.—" Faithfully."— Motto of the Sc. Baron 

Banff. 
Fides probata coronat, Lat. — " Approved faith crowns." — 

Motto of the Sc. Earl Marchmont. 
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Fide et amove. Lat. — " By faith and love." — Motto of the 
Earl of Hertford. 

Fidm et audax. Lat. — " Faithful and intrepid." — ^Motto of 
the Ir. Baron Lismore. 

Fieri facias. Law Lat. — ** Cause it to be done." — ^A judicial 
writ addressed to the sheriff, empowering him to levy the 
amoimt of a debt, or damages recovered. 

Fille dejoie. Fr. — ** A daughter of pleasure." — ^A prostitute. 

Filius nullitis. Lat. — " The son of nobody." — ^A bastard, so 
called because, by common law, he cannot have an* 
inheritance. 

Finem respice. Lat. — ^Look to the end." — ^Motto of Lord 
Clif»x)n. 

Finis coronat opus, Lat. — " The end crowns the work." — It 
is impossible to decide on the merits of an affi^ir, imtil it is 
completely terminated. 

Flagrante hello. Lai — "Whibt the war is raging." — 
During hostilities. 

Flagranti delicto. Lat. — " La the commission of the crime." 
— A person apprehended flagrcmti delictOy with full 
evidence of his guilt. 

Flamrna per incensas dtim sedetur aristaa. Lat. — " The flames 
are sooner to be extinguished, when once spread amongst 
the standing com." — ^This is figuratively applied to the 
rapid propagation of any destructive opinion, whether 
political or religious. 

FlebUe ludtbriim. Lat.—" A sad mockery."— A derision to 
be lamented of something highly just and respectable. 

H 2 
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FJebit et insignia tota cantabitur urhe, Lat. Horace. 

" He shall regret it, and become the sad burden of some 
merry song." — Spoken of any one who shall provoke the 
indignation of the poet. 

Flectere si nequeo mperos, 'Acheronta movebo, Lat. Virgil. 

" K I cannot influence the gods, I shall move all hell." — 
Acheron, a river of the infernal regions, in the Pagan 
mythology, is hero put figuratively for the whole. This 
language is frequently put into the mouth of a political 
opponent, of whom it is supposed, that if he cannot effect 
his purposes by laudable means, he will still endeavour to 
effect them by resorting to the worst and lowest agency. 

Flecfi non frangi, Lat. — " To bend, not to break." — Motto 
of the Ir. Viscount Palmerston. 

FUche. Fr. Mil. term. — " An arrow." — ^A small fort open to 
your army, but with a ditch and breast- work towards the 
enemy. It is so called from its resemblance to the point 
of that weapon. 

Floriferis ut apes in aaUibus omnia Umant. Lat Lucret. 
" As bees taste of everything in flowery lawns." — ^They 
collect the most precious juices of every flower. The 
motto is generally chosen by selectors, who either cull, 
or affect to cull the beauties of many authors. 

Fcecunda culpm acecula nuptias 
Primum inquinavere et genm et domos. Lat. Horace. 

" This age, fertile of guilt, has first polluted the marriage 
bed, and with it our houses and our race.'* — ^The poet 
seems to have calculated this quotation for the meridian of 
London at the close of the 18th century. 
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FcBcundi calices quern nonfecere disertum. Lat. Hor. — "Whom 
has not the inspiring bowl made eloquent ! " — ^Every man 
can converse with fluency when his ^irits have been 
raised by wine. 

Fcenum habet in cornu. Lat. Prov. — " He carries hay upon 
. his horn." — It was the custom of the ancients to put a wisp 

of hay about the horns of a mad bull. He bears evident 

signs of madness. 

Formidabiiiar cervorum exercitm^ duce kone, quam leonum 
cervo. Lat. Prov. — " An army of stags is more to be 
feared imder the command of a lion, than an army of 
lions led by a stag." — ^A proverb which intimates that less 
depends on the discipline or valour of an army than on the 
skill and ability of its general. 

Formosa fades muta commendaMo est. Lat. Laber. — " A 
pleasing coimtenance is a silent recommendation." 

Forsan ei hcec olim meminisse juvahit : 

Durate et rebus wsmet servate secundia. Lat. Virg. 

" Perhaps the remembrance of these events may prove a 
source of future pleasure. Endure them, therefore, and 
reserve yourselves for more prosperous circumstances." — 
A most powerful appeal to compjuiions in adversity. 

Forsan miseros meliora sequeyvtur. Lat. Virg. 

" Perhaps a better fate awaits on the afficted." — ^A topic 
of consolation similar to the preceding. 

Forte scutum salus ducum, Lat. — "A strong shield is the 
safety of commanders": — Motto of the Ir. Earl of Cler- 
mont. The three first syllables form a pun on the family 
name, Fortescue, 
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Fortem posce animum. Lat. — " Wish for a strong mincL" — 
Motto of Lord Say and Sole. 

Fortes fortuna jurat Lat.— " Fortune assists the bold." — 
Vigorous enterprise is commonly successful. 

Forti etfideli nil difficile. Lat. — " Nothing is difficult to the 
brave and faithfid.'* — ^Motto of the Lr. Baron Muskerry. 

Fortis sub forte foMscet. Lat. — " A brave man will yield to 
a braver man." — ^Motto of the Ir. Earl of Upper Ossory. 

Fortis cadere, cedere non potest. Lat. — " The brave man may 
fall, but cannot yield." — ^Motto of the Ir. Earl of Drog- 
heda. 

ForUter et recte. Lat. — Courageously and honourably." — 
Motto of Lord Heathfield. 

Fortiter geret crucern. Lat. — " He will bravely support the 
cross." — ^Motto of the Lr. Baron Donaghmore. 

Fortior et potentior est dispositio legis quam hominis. Lat. 
Law Max. — " The disposition of the law is of greater 
force and potency than the disposition of man." — Thus a 
man, having granted a lease for years, cannot overthrow 
this grant by any surrender of his interests. 

Fortitudine et prudentia, Lat. — *' By fortitude and prudence. " 
— Motto of Earl Powis. 

FortuncB ccetera mando. Lat. — " I commit the rest to fortune." 
— ^I have made the wisest arrangements in my power, but 
I still know that I am not beyond the reach of accident. 

Fortunw filius. Lat. Horace. — " A son of Fortune." — ^A 
person highly favoured by that blind Deity. 
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Fortunce majoria honoa, erectm et aoer^ Lat. Ciaudian.. 

" A man who reflects honour on his. distinguished situation : 
of an erect and bold spirit/' 

Fortuna muUis dat nimium, nulli satia. Lat. Mart. — *^ Fortune 
gives too much to many, but to none enough." — No man, 
be his possessions ever so great, is cont^it with that which 
he actually possesses. 

Fortuna f nimium quern f(wet, atultum fadL Lat. Prov. "For- 
tune, when she caresses a man too much, makes him a fool."^ 
— ^Even the wisest may be intoxicated by a long succession 
of prosperity. 

Fortuna vitrea eat, turn cum apkndet J^artffitur. Lat. Syrus. 
— " Fortune is made of glass, when she shines she is 
broken." — She has all its splendour and all its brittleness. 

Fortuna opea auferre, non animum, poteat, Lat. Seneca. — 
"Fortime can take away riches, but cannot deprive of 
courage.'" — ^A man of strong mind rises superior to all 
the vicissitudes of fortune. 

Fortuna aequatur. Lat. — " Let fortune follow." — Motto of 
the Earl of Aberdeen. 

Foy pour ctevoir. Fr. — " Faith for duty." — ^Motto of the 

Duke of Somerset. 
Foy en tout, Fr. — " Faith in everything." — Motto of the 

Earl oi Sussex. 



Fragili qtuBrena illidere dentem 



Offendit aolido. Lat. Horace. 

" He (my adversary) in seeking to fasten on a weak part, 

shall find a firm resistance." — If his malice be directed to* 

wards me, he shall meet with an unlooked-for and plenary 

punishment. 
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Fraises. Fr. — ^Pointed stakes used in fortification. 

Frangas fwn flectm, Lat. — " You may break, but not bend 
me." — ^Motto of the Marquis of Stafford. 

FravA est celare fraudem, Lat. Law Maxim. — ^^ It is a fraud 
to conceal a fraud.*' — On such a conceahnent devolves a 
share in the guilt. 

thmti nulla fides, Lat. — " There is no trusting to the coun- 
tenance." — ^We cannot judge by appearances. 

Fruges conmmere natu Lat. — " Men who are only bom to 
devour provisions." — ^The worthless who live and die with- 
out having rendered a service to society. 

Frustrafitperplura, qtwd fieri potest per pauciora, Lat. — "That 
is idly done by many, which may be done by a few." — 
This maxim, though it may be variously applied, is gene- 
rally used to enforce the position — ^that it is better to pro- 
ceed by negociation than by warfare. 

Frtista lahorat qui omnibus placere studet. Lat. Prov. — " He 
labours vainly who endeavours to please every person." — 
Exemplified in the popidar fable of the Old Man, his Son, 
and the Ass. 

Fugam fecit Lat. Law phrase. — " He has taken to flight." 
— ^TJsed when it is found by inquisition, that a person has 
fled for felony, &c. 

Fuge magna, licet sub paupere tectOj 

Regis et regum vitd prcecurrere amicos, Lat. Horace. 

" Avoid greatness ; in a cottage there may be foimd more 
Teal happiness than kings or their favourites enjoy in 
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Fugiendo in media sape niitur fata. Lat. Livr. — " By flying, 
men often meet the very fate which they wish to avoid." — 
Prudence is sometimes defeated by chance, and produces 
the same consequences with rashness. 

Fuimtfs. Lat. — "We have been." — ^Motto of the Earl of 
Aylesbury, and of the So. Earl Elgin. 

Fuit Ilium. Lat. Vibg. — " Troy has been." — ^That which was 
the object of contention exists no more. 

Functm officio. Lat. — " Discharged of duty." — ^He is functus 
officio — ^his official power no longer exists. 

Fungar tnce cotis acutum 

Reddere qiuB femmi valeat, eoosors ipsa secundi. 
"I shall perform the office of a whet-stone, which can 
make other things sharp, though it is itself incapable of 
cutting." — A didatic writer may instruct others to do that 
well, which he is himself wholly incapable of performing. 

Furiosus furore suo punitur. Lat. Law Maxim. — " A madman 
or limatic is punished by his own madness." — If a madman 
kill any person, he shall not suffer for the act, because 
being deprived of memorj'- and understanding, by the hand 
of God, he is regarded as having broken the mere words 
of the law, but not the law itself. 

Furor. Lat. — "A rage." — Furor loquendi, an eagerness for 

speaking. — Fivor scribendi, an itch for writing. Vide 

Cacoethes. 

Furor arma ministrat, Lat. Virg. — ** Their rage supplies 

them with weapons.'' 
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Furor fit IcBsa saspim patientia. Lat. Prov. — " Patience, when 
too often outraged, is converted into madness." — ^There is a 
certain degree of irritation which is beyond all endurance. 

Fuyez lea procks mr toutes chases : la conscience s^y interessej la 
sanik y altire, les bicm s*y dissipent Fr. La Bruyere. — 
" Avoid law-suits beyond all things : they influence your 
conscience, impair your health, and dissipate your property." 

G. 

GaiSt^ de cc^ur. Fr. — "Ghdety of heart." — Sportiveness. 
High animal spirits. 

Oardez bien. Fr.— " Take care."— Motto of the Sc. Earl of 
Eglinton. 

Gardez lafoi. Fr.— "Keep faith."— Motto of Earl Powlett. 

Gardez la foi. Fr.— " Guard the faith."— Motto of the Ir. 
Baron Kensington. 

Oaudetque viam fodsse ruind. Lat. Lucan. — " He rejoices to 
have made his way by ruin." — ^This is the character given 
by the poet to Caesar. It will equally suit any other am- 
bitious despot, who, in the pursuit of his object, is regard- 
less of the havoc, which he may occasion amongst the 
human race. 

Gaudet tentamine virtus. Lat. — " Virtue rejoices in temptation." 
— Motto of Earl Dartmouth. 

GauMs. Fr.— " Old French." 
Gens d'^glise. Fr. — " Churchmen." 

de guerre. Fr. — " Military men." 

de condition. Fr. — " People of rank." 

. de peu. Fr. — " The meaner sort of people." 
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QHner de potence. Fr. — " Gbme for the gallows." — ^Anglice, 
Newgate birds. 

Gladiator in arena consilium capit. Lat. — " The gladiator takes 
counsel on the stage where he is to fight." — ^The man asks 
for that advice in the very hour of danger, which he should 
previously and in a cooler moment have solicited. 

Gloria virttitis umbra. Lat. — " Glory is the shadow (i. e. the 
companion) of virtue." — Motto of the Ir. Baron Longford. 

VvtaBi fftavTov. Onothi seauton, Gr. — "Know thyself." — ^The 
saying of Solon, one of the seven wise men of Greece. A 
precept at once the most necessary and the most difficult to 
be obeyed. 

Gorge, Fr. Military Term. — " A strait or narrow pass." 

Goutte a goutte. Fr. — " Drop by drop." 

Grceculus esuriens ad coeliim jusseris ibit, Lat. Juvenal. 

" A poor himgry Greek, if you order him, will even go to 
heaven." — ^That is, will attempt the thing the most diffi- 
cult. This was the reproach of Lnperial Eome to the 
natives of the Greek provinces who resorted to that me- 
tropolis. It has latterly been applied to those supple 
Frenchmen, who swarm in every capital, as in the follow- 
ing lines : 

" For every art a starving Frenchman knows. 
And bid him go to hell, to hell he goes." 

Gram. loquOary, Dia. vera docet, Rhe. verba colorat, Mu. canity 
Ar. numerat, Geo. ponderat, As. docet astra. Lat. — ^This is a 
definition given by the schoolmen in verse, to assist the 
memory, of what are called the seven liberal sciences — 
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" Orammar speaks, Dialectics teach the truth, Rhetoric gives 
colouring to our speech, Mumc sings. Arithmetic numbers. 
Geometry weighs, and Astronomy teaches the knowledge of 
the stars." 

Orata superveniet qua non sperabitur hora. Lat. — " The hour 
of happiness shall come, more gratifying when it is not 
expected/* — ^This is a general topic of consolation to the 
unfortunate. The quotation may intimate also that bles- 
sings anticipated, are not by any means so well relished as 
those which come upon us by surprise. 

Gratis. Lat. — " For nothing." — Free of cost. 

Gratis anhelans, multa agendo nil agens, Lat. Pil»drus. — 
" Panting without a cause, and in affecting to do much, 
really doing nothing." — ^The description of a busy, pompous 
blockhead. 

Gratis dictum. Lat. — " Said for nothing." — Spoken of a tran- 
sitory observation, which makes nothing to the argument. 

Gratior ac pulchro veniens in corpore mrtus. Lat. Virgil. 
" Even virtue is more fair, when it appears in a beautiful 
person." — ^Beauty lends a grace even to intrinsic worth. 
This corresponds in some degree with the aphorism of 
Queen Elizabeth, "that a good face is the best letter of 
recommendation. ' * 

Grave vims munditias pepulit. Lat. Horace. — ** The virulence 
of the poison has destroyed all that was sound and healthy." 
— ^This phrase is often used to mark some spreading cancer 
in the political world. 

Graviora qumdam sunt remedia periculis. Lat. Prov. — " Some 
remedies are worse than the disease." 
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Gravisi ira regum semper. Lat. Seneca. — "The anger of 
kings is always severe." — ^Those who possess unlimited 
power are vindictive firom habit. 

Qrossiireti, Fr. — " Grossness." — ^Rudeness in conversation. 

Ouerre d mort Ft.—" War till death." 

Guerre a V outrance. Fr. — " War to the uttermost." — Two 
phrases which it is to be hoped posterity will remember 
only as having disgraced the close of the 18th century. 

Outta eavat lapidem nan m sed scepe cadendo. Lat. Prov. — 
" The drop hollows the stone, not by its force, but by the 
frequency of its falling." — ^That may be done by gradual 
eflfort, which is not to be accomplished by sudden violence. 

H. 

Habeas corpus. Law Lat. — " You may have the body." — / 

This is the great writ of English liberty. It lies where a 
person, being indicted and imprisoned, has offered 
sufBcient bail, which has been revised, though the case be 
bailable ; in this case he may have an habeas corpus out of 
the Queen's Bench, in order to remove himself thither, 
and to answer the cause at the bar of that court. 

Habeas corpus ad prosequendum. Law Lat. — " You may have 
the body, in order to prosecute." — ^A writ for the removal 
of a person for the purpose of prosecution and trial in the 
proper county. 

Habeas corpus ad respondendum. Law Lat. — " You may have 
the body to answer." — ^A writ to remove a person confined 
in any other prison, to answer to an action in the Queen's 
Bench. 
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Habeas corpus ad mtisfaciendum. Law Lat. — "You may 
have the body to satisfy." — ^A writ which Kes against 
a person in the Fleet Prison, &c. to charge him in 
execution. 

Habemm confitentem reum. Lat. Cicero. — " We have before 
us a criminal who confesses his guilt." 

HahemuB luxuriam atque avuritiam, pubiice egestatem, privatim 
opukntiam. Lat. Sallust, — "We have luxury and 
avarice, public debt and private opulence." — ^This is the 
description of Rome, put by the historian in the mouth of 
Cato. It will bear a modem application. 

Habere facias possessionem. Lat. Law Term. — " You shall 
cause to take possession." — ^This is a writ which lies where 
a man has recovered a term for years in an action of 
ejectment, and it is directed to the sheriflf in order to put 
the plaintiff into possession. 

Habere facias insum. Law Lat. — " You shall cause a view to 
be taken." — ^This is a writ which lies in several cases, as 
in Dower, Formedon, &c. where a view is to be taken 
of the lands or tenements in question. 

Haiet aliquid ex iniquo omne magnum exefnplum, quod contra 
singtdos, utilitate publica rependitur. Lat. Tacitus. — 
" Every great example of punishment has in it some 
tincture of injustice, but the sufferings of individuals are 
compensated by the promotion of the public good." 

HcBC generi incrementa fides. Lat. — " This faith will furnish 
new increase to our race." — ^This faith will be of service to 
our descendants. — Motto of Marquis Townsend. 
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HcBC oUm meminisse juvabii, Lat. Vnto. — " It will be pleasing 
to recollect these things hereafter/' — ^There is a melancholy 
pleasure in the recollection of past misfortunes. 

Hcec sttidia adolescentiam alunt, senectutem obkctant, secundaa 
res ornant, adversia solatium et perjugium prmbenty delectant 
domi, non impediunt /oris, pernoctant nobiscum, pereginaniur 
rmticantur, Lat. Cicero. — These (literary) studies are 
the food of youth, and the consolation of age : they adorn 
prosperity, and are the comfort and refuge of adversity : 
they are pleasant at home, and are of no incumbrance 
abroad : they accompany us at night, in our travels, and in 
our rural retreats." 

Sob nugcB in seria ducent mala. Lat. — " These trifles will lead 
into serious mischief." — ^That which is considered as mere 
sport, may have a ruinous tendency. 

HcBredis fletus sub persona rims est Lat. Prov. — " The 
weeping of an heir is laughter under a mask." — He affects 
to mourn in order to conceal his secret joy. 

Hceres jure representationis. Lat. — *' An heir by the right of 
representation." — ^This is spoken of a grandson, who shall 
inherit from his grandfather, because in such case he repre- 
sents and stands in place of his father. 

Hmres legitimus est quern nuptice demonstrant. Lat. Law Max. 
— " He is the lawful heir whom marriage points out to be 
guch." — ^A child bom within wedlock, be it ever so soon 
after, is in law legitimate, and heir to the husband of his 
mother. 
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HcBret Idteri let halts arundo. Lat. Virgil. — "The deadly 
arrow still sticks in his side." — ^Applied to persons con- 
tinually pursued by their passions or remorses. 

H(B tihi erunt artes. Lat. Virg. — " These shall be thy arts." 
— ^These are the pursuits to which you should direct your 
attention. 

HcB Ubi erunt artes, pacisque imponere morem 
Parcere suhjectis et debellare superbos. 

Lat. Virgil. 
" These shall be thy arts, to impose the conditions of peace, 
to spare the lowly, and pull down the proud." — This is the 
character of a beneficent conqueror. 

Hanc veniam petimus damusque vidssim. Lat. Horace.—* 
"We give this privilege and receive it in turn." — This 
line is applied and is particularly applicable to authors 
who, as none of their works can attain perfection, should 
be mutually indulgent. It is scarcely necessary to remark 
how much the reverse of this precept prevails in practice ! 

Haro, Fr. — " Hue and cry." 

Hatid fdcile emerffunt quorum virtutibus obstat 
Res angusfa domi. Lat. Ju\'enal. 

"Those rise with difficulty whose virtues or talents arc 
encumbered or depressed by poverty." — ^This is a maxim 
which cannot be rendered more clear by any periphrase. 

Haud inscia ac non incauta futuri. Lat. Virgil. 

"Neither ignorant nor incautious with respect to the 
future." — ^A motto not unfairly taken by a person informed 
on the subject in controversy, and who has well weighed 
its consequences. 
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Hand passtbus (Bquia, Lat. Virgil. — " Not with equal 
steps.*' — ^This, which was used literally by the poet to 
mark the unequal paces with which .tineas and his infant 
son lulus issued from burning Trojr^is now metaphorically 
applied to two men who pursue the same object^ but with 
powers of attainment altogether different. 

Hauteur. Fr. — " Height." — ^Metaphorically used, " Haugh- 
tiness." 

Haut et bon. Fr. — " Great and good." — Motto of the Ir. 
Viscount Doneraile. 

Haut goUi. Fr. — " High flavour." — As in venison, &c., long 
kept. By the vulgar it is used to denote a near approach 
to putrescency. 

Heuf quam difficile est crimen non prodere mltuf-liaii, 
Ovn). — " Alas I how difficult it is to prevent the counte- 
nance from betraying gmlt." 

Heu! quam difficilis ghrue custodia est. Lat. Strus. — 
"How difficult, alas! is the custody of glory." — How 
much more easy it is, in many cases, to attain, than to 
preserve a high reputation. 

EvptiKa. Gr. Heureka. — "I have found it.''* — ^This was the 
exclamation of Archimedes, the Syracusan, when on im- 
mersing his body in the bath, he discovered the means of 
ascertaining the purity of the golden crown made for 
Hiero, from the space which it would occupy in water. 
It is now used mostly in ridicule, to mark an affected im- 
portance annexed to an insignificant discovery. 

Heu ! totum triduum. Lat. Terence. — "What! three whole 
days." — Can you be absent from your mistress for such a 
term P — ^A satire on the impatience of lovers. 

I 
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Hiatus maxime deflenduB. Let. — " A chasm (or deficiency) 
very much to be lamented." — ^This plirase is often to be 
found in the editions of the ancient classics, to mark some 
loss sustained through the ravages of time. It is now 
sometimes used in ridicule, to mark some passage omitted 
through design. 

Hie est aut ntisquam quod qucerimus Lat. — " What we seek 
is either here or no where." — ^In our search after happiness 
we miss the good which is immediately before us, and 
direct our enquiries to that which either does not exist, 
or is unattainable. 

Hie et ubique. Lat. — " Here and there and every where." — 
Used to mark a perpetual change of place. 

Hie murus aheneus esto, 

Nil conscire sibi, nulla pailescere eulpa. 

Lat. Horace. 
" Let this be thy brazen wall of defence, to be conscious 
of no guilt, and not to turn pale on any charge.'* — ^These 
often-quoted lines import in substance, that our conscious- 
ness of innocence forms our best security. 

Hi<^ finis fandi, Lat. — " Here was an end to the discourse," — 
or — here let the conversation terminate. 

Hie niger est; hune tu Homane eaveto, Lat. HoR. — "That 
man is of a black character ; do you, Roman, beware of 
him." — ^The word "black" was used by the Latins, to 
mark everything which diey deemed wicked or unfortu- 
nate. The quotation is frequently used as a conclusion 
after summing up a man's bad qualites. 
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Hie vtpimus ambitiosa 

Paupertate omnes. Lat. Juvenal. 

" We all live here in a state of ostentatious poverty." — 
With most men it is the business of their life to conceal 
their wants. 

'Upa mKpa. hiera picra. Greek. — "The sacred bitter.'' — ^A 
medicine well known. 

Hi motuB animorum atque hcBC certamina tanta^ 
Pulveris eaiguij'actu compresaa quiescent. 

Lat. Virgil. 
" These movements of their souls, and these violent con- 
tests, will cease and be repressed only by throwing a little 
dust." — ^This is used by the poet, when speaking of a 
conflict between two swarms of bees. It is applied in a 
different sense to the contests of the ambitious. 

Hinc nice lacrymcB, Lat. — "From hence proceed those 
tears." — ^This is the secret or remote cause of the dis- 
contents which have been expressed. 

Hinc mbifcB morfeSy atque intestata senectm. Lat. Juvbnal. — 
" Hence proceeds the number of sudden deaths, and of 
old men dying without a will." — ^The poet is speaking of 
luxury, which abridges the life of man, and most frequently 
takes off the hoary epicure by surprise. 

His nuncprcemium est, qui recta prava faciunt 

Lat. Terencs. 
" There is a recompense in these days, for those who can 
make a right conduct appear in a wrong point of view." — 
There are to be found in all ages unprincipled men, whose 
bills of misrepresentation, to borrow a mercantile phrase, 
are accepted and paid by persons as unprincipled as 
themselves. 

i2 
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Eoc age. Lat. — " Do or mind this/* — ^Attend without dis- 
traction to the object immediately before you. 

Eoc erat in votis. Lat. Horace. — " This was in my wishes." — 
This was the chief or immediate object of my desire. 

Eoc est vivere bis 

Vita posse priore Jrui, Lat. Martial. 

" It is to Kve twice when you can enjoy the recollection of 
your former life." 

" When years no more of active life retain, 
'Tis youth renewed to laugh them o'er again." 

Eoefonte derivaia clades 

In patriam, populumque flu^t, Lat. Horace. 

" From this source has the destruction flowed, which has 

overwhelmed the country and the people." — ^TJsed to mark 

the person who has originated, or the circumstance which 

has occasioned any great political mischief. 

Eodie mihiy eras tibi, Lat. — " To-day to me, to-morrow it 
belongs to you." — ^A phrase very happily descriptive of 
the vicissitude of human a&irs. 

Earning imperito nunquam quidquid injmtius 
Qui, nisi quod ipsefacit, nihil rectum putat, 

Lat. Terence. 
" Nothing can be more imjust than the ignorant man, who 
thinks that nothing can be done rightly or perfectly, but 
that which is executed by himself." — ^In the habits and 
usuages of common life, it will always be found that a 
practised man will concede, and make allowance for those 
difficulties, which the supercilious blockhead fancies that 
he can overleap, and therefore is reluctant to admit. 
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Hominem pagina nostra sapit. Lat. Martlvl. — "Our page 
relates to man." — Our themes are drawn from observation, 
and are intended for the practical use of mankind. 

Homines ad Deos nuUd ria propim accedunt, quam salutem 
hominibm dando, Lat. Ciceko. — "Men in no particular 
approach so nearly to the gods, as by giving health (or 
safety) to men." — ^We can in no way assimilate ourselves 
so much with the benign dispositions of the Creator of all, 
as by contributing to the health, comfort, and happiness of 
our fellow-creatures. 

Homines amplius oculis quam auribus credunt, Longum iter est 
per precepta breve et efficace per exempla, Lat. Seneca. — 
" Men trust rather to their eyes than their ears : the effect 
of precepts is therefore slow and tedious, whilst that of ex- 
ample is summary and effectual. '^ 

Homines nihil agendo discunt male agere. Lat. Cato. — " Men 
by doing nothing, learn to do ill." — ^Idleness is the parent 
of almost every vice. 

Hominis est errare, insipientis vero perseverare. Lat. — " It is 
common to man to err, but it is the characteristic of a fool 
to persevere." — ^A casual lapse will happen to the wisest, 
but the indelible stamp of folly must be affixed to those, 
who obstinately shut their eyes against conviction. 

Homo homini lupus. Lat. Erasmus. — " Man is a wolf to man." 
— The human race have been preying on each other, ever 
since the creation. 

Homo homini aut Deus out lupus. Lat. Erasmus. — "Man is to 
man either a god or a wolf." — ^Nothing can be more con- 
trasted than the human character. The benevolence of 
some consoles and relieves, whilst the persecution of others 
destroys their feUow-men. 
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HomomuUarumlUerarum, Lat. — " A man of many letters." — 
A person endowed with various learning. 

Somo 8olm aut Dem aut Bcemon, Lat. — " Man alone is either 
a Qod or a Devil." — ^There is no other being in existence 
which is capable of such violent extremes. 

Homo sunif et humani a me nil alienum puto. Lat. Terence. — 
'' I am a man, and nothing which relates to man can be 
foreign to my bosom." — ^This is the strong phrase of a 
philanthropist, which, it is to be feared, is less frequently 
felt than it is quoted. 

Honesta mors turpi viid potior. Lat. Tactius. — "An honourable 
death is preferable to a degraded life." — Our revealed 
religion forbids the act of suicide ; but amongst the ancients, 
it was a prevalent maxim, that a self-inflicted death was 
preferable to a life of disgrace. 

Honesta qcedam scelera successus faeit. Lat. Seneca. — "Success 
makes some species of wickedness appear honourable.'' — 
This cannot be better illustrated than by the English 
epigram, 

" Treason does never prosper, what's the reason P 
That if it prospers none dare call it treason." 

Honesta quam splendida. Lat. — "How splendid are things 
honourably obtained." — ^Motto of the Lrish Vise. Barrington. 

Honi soit qui mal y pense. Old French. — " Evil be to him that 
evil thinks." — ^The motto of the kings of Great Britain. 

Honor virtutis prmniium. Lat. — " Honour is the reward of 
virtue." — ^This is an adage not always verified. It forms 
the motto of Lord Boston and Earl Ferrers. 
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Honos cUit wiies. Lat. — " Honour supports the arts/' — ^The 
liberal arts have never thriven in any state, where the 
possessors did not receive, in addition to the mere recom- 
pense of their labour, the honorary marks of attention and 
distinction. 

Hora e sempre. Ital. — " It is always time." — ^The motto of 
Earl Pomfret. 

Horee 



MomentOy cita Mors venit aut Victoria IcBta, 

Lat. Horace. 
" In one short hour comes either death or joyful victory." — 
Spoken of a military life in which the suspense, however 
painAil, is seldom protracted. 

Horrea formiccB tendunt ad inania nunqtuim ; 

NuUua ad amiasaa ibit amicus opes, Lat. Ovid. 

" As the ant does not bend its way to empty bams, so no 
friend will be found to haunt the place of departed wealth." 
— ^This maxim is expliuned by the kindred proverb, " ubi 
mely ibi apes,** Where the honey is, there the bees will be. 

Hortus siccus, Lat. Literally. — " A dry garden." — ^A collec- 
tion of the leaves of different plants preserved in a dried 
state. " The Hortm siccus of dissent," Burke. The 
opinions of Dissenters in all their varieties. 

Hotel Dieu, Fr. — " The house of God." — ^A common name 
in France for an hospital. 

Huic maadme putamus tnalo fuisse nimiam opinionetn ingenii 
atque virtutis, Lat. Cok. Nep. de Tketnistocle. — " What led, 
in our opinion, to his greatest misfortunes, was, that ho 
entertained too high an opinion of his own valour and 
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talents." — ^It has oocnrred in every age, and in every de- 
partment of life, that men of the greatest ability have 
sunk and failed, merely trom the over-rated opinion which 
they have held of their own qualifications. 

Huic versatile ingenium sic pariter ad omnia fuit, ut natum ad 
id unum diceres, quodcunque ageret Lat. Livy. — " This 
man's parts were so convertible to all uses, that you would 
pronounce him to be bom for that, whatever he was doing." 
— ^This is the character of the elder Cato. 

Humani nihil alienum. Lat. — "Nothing is foreign to me, 
which relates to man." — ^Motto of Earl Talbot. 

Humanum est errare, Lat. — " It is the lot of humanity to 
err." — ^This phrase was happily seized by the poet, when he 
at the same time availed himself of the contrast. 

" To err is human, to forgive divine.'' 

'Yirnpov wponpcv. Hysteron proteron. — " The last put first." — 
The positions or arguments inverted from their natural 
order : or, as we familiarly say, " The cart put before the 
horse," 



I. 



Ibidem. — Ibid. Lat. — " In the same place." — ^A note of re- 
ference. 

Ibit eo quo vis, qui zonam perdidit. Lat. Horace. — " He 
will go where you will, who has lost his purse." — ^Poverty 
incites men to the most desperate actions. 
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Id dnerem, aut Manes credUs curare sepuUos ? 

Lat. ViKGiL. 
" Do you think that this can affect the shade or ashes of 
the btiried dead P'' — ^Do you suppose that mortal cares can 
disturb the tranquillity of the grave P 

Idem veUe et idem nolle, ea demum firma amidtia est. 



Lat. Sallust. — " To wish for and reject things with similar 
feelings is the only foundation of friendship."' — ^True Mend- 
ship can only spring fix)m perfect sympathy. 



7 demens ! et seems eurre per Alpes 



Ut pueris placeas et declamatio fias, Lat. Juv. — "Go, mad 
man! rush over the wildest Alps, that you may please 
children, and be made the subject -of declamation." — Go, 
desperate man, and encoimter the severest hazards, to be 
rewarded only by the most trivial consolations. 

Id facere lam est quod decety non quod licet. Lat. Seneca. 
— " The man is deserving of praise who considers, not 
what he may do, but what it is becoming him to do. 

Id genus omne, Lat. Horace. — " All the persons of that 
description." — ^A phrase of contempt, as loan-jobbers, con- 
tractors, and id genus omne — ^the rest of that rabble. 

Id mancimk quemque decet, quod est ct^usque suum maadme, Lat. 
Cicero. — " That best becomes every man, which is more 
particularly his own," or in other and coarser words, which 
he is ''best at:' 

Idoneus homo. Lat. — "A fit man." — ^A man of known 
ability. 
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Idoneus quidem mea sentenUa, prteaertim qunm et ipse ettm 
atuUverU, et scribcU de mortuo; ex qtto nulla mspicio est 
amudtia cauaa eum ease mentUum, Lat. Cicero. — '^ A com- 
petent person in my opinion (to write of the deceased) as 
he was accustomed often to hear him, and published his 
sentiments after the subject of them was no more : there is 
no reason therefore to suppose that his partiality has mis- 
led him from the truth.'' 



Ignavissimua quisque, et ut res docuity in periculo non aumrus, 
nimio verbis et linguA feroces, Lat. Tacitus. — "Every re- 
creant who proved his timidity in the hour of danger, was 
afterwards the most talkative and bold in his discourse." — 
The greatest coward in the field is generally found to be 
the loudest boaster after the battle. 



Ignis fatuus. Lat. — " A foolish fire.'' — ^The meteor, or ignited 
vapour, commonly known by the name of " Will o' the 
Wisp." — It is applied metaphorically to a discourse or 
treatise, which whilst it affects to enlighten, tends only to 
confound and mislead. 



Ignoramus. Lat. — " We are ignorant." — ^This is the term 
used when the grand jury, empannelled on the inquisition 
of criminal causes, reject the evidence as too weak, to make 
good the presentment or indictment brought against a 
person, so as to bring him on his trial by a petty jury. 
This word, in that case, is endorsed on the back of the in- 
dictment, and all further proceedings against the party are 
stopped. An ignoramus sometimes implies an uninformed 
blockhead. 
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Ignorantia JbcH ewcusat. Lat. Law Maxim. — ''Ignorance 
of the fact excuses/' — ^Asif an illiterate nuua seals a deed, 
which is read to him falsely, the same shall be Toid. 

Ignorantia non excuaat legem. Law Lat. — " The ignorance of 
the individual does not prevent the operation of the law." 
— ^Everj man in these kingdoms is subject to the penalty 
of laws, which perhaps have never been duly promulgated. 

Ignorant pqpuli si non in morte probdris 

An scieris adversa pati Lat. Lucan. 

" Future ages may be ignorant, if you had not proved in 
death, that you knew how to bear up against adverse 
circumstances." — ^This praise, applied to Pompey, has 
successively been given to others, who deeming themselves 
engaged in a good cause, have known how to sujSer death 
itself with equanimity. 

IgnoBcito mpe aUeri nunquam tibi. Lat. — Of the same purport 
with the following quotation. 

Ignoscas aliis multa, nil tibi. Lat. Auson. — "You shoidd 
forgive many things in others, but nothing in yourself." 

Ignotum per ignotius. Lat. — " That which is unknown by 
something more imknown." — ^He has explained the matter 
— ignotum per ignotiua — ^he has offered us an illustration, 
that which tends to involve the matter in deeper obscurity. 

// aboye tout le monde, Fr. Prov. — "He snarls at every 
body." 

// a de V esprit eomme qtmtre, Fr. Prov. — " He has as much 
wit as four men." — ^A vulgar mode of describing a superior 
genius. 
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II a la mer a boire, Fr. — " He has to drink up the sea." — 
He has entered on a prodigious enterprise. 

II a le vin mauvais. Fr. — "He is quarrelsome when in 
his cups." 

II a semi des fleurs sur un terrain aride. Fr. — " He has 
planted flowers on a barren soil." — He has bestowed 
literary decoi^tion on a work, where the nature of the 
subject rendered it almost impossible. 

H conduit bein sa barque. Fr. Prov. — " He steers his boat 
well." — ^He knows how to make his way through the 
world. 

II coute peu d amasser heaucoup de rickesses, et beaucoup d en 
amasser peu. Fr. — " It requires but little effort to amass 
a great deal of riches, but it requires much effort to collect 
a little." — ^The man of property can easily enlarge his 
wealth ; but the man who has nothing, is to maintain 
a hard struggle in his weak beginnings. — ^The first 
thousand, it has been elsewhere said, is more difficult of 
acquisition than the last million. 

// en est d^un homme qui aime, comme d'un moineau prie a la 
glu ; plus il se debate plus il s*embarrasse. Fr. — " It is with 
a man in love, as with a sparrow caught in bird-lime : the 
more he striviBS, the more he is entangled." 

H en fait ses choux gras.' Fr. Prov. — " He thereby makes his 
cabbage fat." — ^He feathers his nest by it. 

II est comme Voiseau sur la branche. Fr. Prov. — " He is like 
the bird on the branch." — ^His disposition is too wavering. 
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II est plus aisi cTStre sage pour les autres, que pour soi-mSme. 
Fr. EocHEFOUCAULT." — " It is more easy to be wise for 
other persons than for ourselves/' — ^We can judge with 
more coolness where our own feelings are not immediately 
concerned. 

II eat plus honteux de se defier de sea amis, que d'en itre 
irompiy Fr. Eochefoucault. — "It is more disgraceful 
to suspect our friends than to be deceived by them." 

IlfavA attendre le boiteux, Fr. Prov. — " It is necessary to 
wait for the lame man." — ^This news is doubtftd, we must 
wait for the truth, which comes haltingly behind. 

Bfaut Hre reservi mime avec son meilleur ami, lorsque cet ami 
timoigne trop de curioaiti pour pSndtrer voire aecret. Fr. 
La Bruyere. — " It is prudent to be on the reserve, even 
with your best Mend, when he shows himself over-anxious 
to develope your secret." — ^In love aflSsdrs particularly, the 
confidence which you repose in your most intimate friend, 
is not wholly divested of danger. 

Ilfaut dea plua granda vertua pour aoutenir la bonne fortune 
que la mauvaiae. Fr. — "It requires a greater share of 
virtue to sustain a situation of prosperity, than to support 
one of adversity." — Good fortune is apt to intoxicate 
the mind, which, on the contrary, is subdued and amelio- 
rated in an adverse situation. 

Biacoa intra muroa peccatur et extra. Lat. Horace. — " They 
sin both within and without the walls of Troy." — ^There 
are faults to be found on both sides. 
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Bla dolet vere qucB 9ine teste dolet. Lat. Mart. — " She grieves 
sincerely, who grieves unseen.'' — Before company her 
grief may partake of affectation. 

lUe crucetn scderia pretium tulit, hie diadema. Lat. Juvenal. 
— "One man meets an infamous punishment for that 
crime^ which confers a diadem upon another.'' — One 
murderer, for instance ascends a throne, whilst another 
mounts a scaffold. 

lUefuit vitcB Mario moduSy omnia passo 

Qu(B p^or For tuna potest ; omnibus uso 
Quw melior. Lat. Lucan. 

"Such was the complexion of the life of Marius, that 
he had suffered the worst inflictions of Fortune, and 
enjoyed her choicest blessings." — ^He had led that life of 
vicissitude which alone can prepare a man equally to meet 
prosperity or adversity. 

Ilk igitur nunquam direwit braekia contra. 

Torrentem, nee civis erat qui libera posset 
Verba animi pro/erre et mtam impendere vero. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" He never was that citizen who would attempt to swim 
against the torrent, who would freely deliver his opinion 
and devote his life for the truth." — ^This is an admirable 
description, though in negative terms, of the qualities of a 
good patriot. 

lUe potens sui 

Lcdusque degit, cui in diem 
Diaisse Vna ; eras vel atrd 

Nube polum pater occupato 
Vel sole puro non tamen irritum 
Quodcunqm retro est efficiet Lat. Horace. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IL DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. 127 

'^ That man livee happy and in command of himself, who 

from day to day can say I have lived. Whether clouds 

obscure, or the sun illume the following day, that which 

is past is beyond recalL" — ^That man who has lived for 

beneficent purposes, and laid up a store of good actions, has 

little to fear from any change, whilst " all is peace within.'' 

• 
Ille ainistroraumy hie dextroraum, unm utriqm 

Error, sed variis illudit partibus omnes. 

Lat. Horace. 

" One deviates to the right, another to the left ; the error 

is the same with all, but it deceives them in difierent ways.'* 

" One reels to this, another to that wall, 

*Tis the same error that deludes them all." 

UK mora gravia incubat, qui notua nimia omnibua, ignotua moritur 
aibi. Lat. Seneca. — " Death must press heavily on that 
man, who being but too well known to others, dies at last 
in ignorance of himself.*' — The blackest horrors belong to 
him, who has passed a life of unreflecting wickedness. 

UUmo lumine aokm. Lat. — " With sight imhurt to view the 
sun." — ^This is the quality ascribed to the eagle. — It has 
been assumed as the motto of Lord Loughborough. 

Illtid amiciticB aanctum ac venerahUe nomen 
Nunc tibipro vUi, aub pedibuaq. jacet 

Lat. Ovid. 
" The sacred and venerable name of friendship is now by 
you trodden upon and despised." — ^You have perfidiously 
burst those bonds of friendship by which we were united. 

Iln'apqa invents ia poudre, Fr. Prov. — "He was not the 
inventor of gunpowder." — He is no conjuror. 
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II fCappartient qu^aux grands hommes cC avoir des grands defautS' 
Fr. EocHEPOTJCAULT. — " It belongs only to great men to 
possess great defects." — Sucli defects are palliated at least, 
where great qualities can be pleaded as a set-off. 

// n^a ni bouche ni eperori. Fr. Prov. — " He has neither mouth 
nor spur." — ^He has neither wit nor courage. 

II nefautpaa eveiUer le chdt qui doit. Fr. Prov. — " It is not 
right to waken the cat that sleeps." — ^You should not bring 
into question a dormant secret^ or stir a sleeping mischief. 

n n^est sauce que d'appetit, Fr. — " Hunger is the best sauce." 

Une/ait mr quel pied danser. Fr. Prov. — "He knows not 
on which leg to dance." — ^He is at his wit's ends. 

II n^y a point au monde un sipenible metier que celui de sefaire 
un ffrand nomme ; la vie s^ach^ve avant qm Von a, a peine 
ebauche son ouvrage. Fr. La Bruyere. — " There is not in 
the world so difficult an employ as that of getting a great 
name. — 'Life is closed, when the talk has scarcely been 
begun." 

II r!y a point des gens^ qui sont plus meprises, que lespetits beaux 
espritSy et les grands sans probite. Fr. Montesquieu. — 
" There is no description of men so much despised, as your 
minor wits, and men of rank without probity." 

II fCy a point d*homme vertuetMc qui n^ait quelque vice, et de 
mechant qui n'adt quelque vertu. Fr. — " There is no virtuous 
man without some vice or weakness, or any wicked man 
who may not boast of some virtue." 
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II sent de fagoL Fr. Prov. — " He smells of the faggot" — 
which is to bum him as an heretic, 

H vaut mieux tdcher d'oublier ses malheurs, que d^en parler. 
Fr. — " It is much better for a man to forget his misfortunes 
than to talk of them." — ^He who is too querulous, not only 
feeds his own regret, but excites disgust in others. 

II voUo sciotto, gli pensieri stretii. Ital. Prov. — " The coun- 
tenance open, but the thought strictly confined." — ^This is 
the difficidt maxim so strongly recommended by Lord 
Chesterfield. It is certain that the man who can assume 
an apparent frankness, and keep his opinion at the same 
time in sullen reserve, is fit for a politician — or anything 
else. 

Ily a anguille som roche, Fr. Prov. — " There is an eel under 
the rock." — ^There is a mystery in the affiiir. 

Hay Men des gens qu*on esfime, parceque on ne Us connoit 
point, Fr. — " There are many persons who are esteemed, 
only because they are not known." — ^There are many who 
mask their real dispositions so successMly, as to be es- 
teemed for qualities which they never possessed. 

H y a des gens qui resembknt atuc vaudevilles^ qu'an ne chante 
quun certain temps. Fr. Rochefoucault. — "There are 
certain men whose fame is like that of a popular ballad, 
which is srmg for a certain time, and then forgotten." 

H y a des gens a qui la vertu sied presque aussi mcd que la vice. 
Fr. BouHouRS. — " There are some persons on whom virtue 
sits almost as ungraciously as vice." — ^There are those who 
detract from the intrinsic dignity of virtue, by their arro- 
gance or austerity. 
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Myades gens degoutam arec du merits, et d^autres quiplaisent 
avec des di/auts. Fr. — " There are people of merit who are 
disgusting, and there are others who please with all their 
defects." — So much depends upon manner^ suavity, and 
conciliation. 

Uy a des reproches qui louent, et lea lottanges qui medisent Fr. 
RocHEPOUCAULT. — " There are some reproaches which form 
a commendation, and some praises which are in fact a 
slander.*' — ^There are some persons whose censure is praise, 
and whose praise is infamy. 

H y a encore de quoi glaner. Fr. Prov. — " There is something 
yet to be gleaned." — ^The subject is not whoUy exhausted. 

Imitatores ! senmm pecus, Lat. Horace. — " Ye imitators ! a 
vile herd." — ^Addressed to servile copyists, who shew at 
once their meanness and their weakness by living on the 
borrowed spoils of others. 

Imperat aut servit coUecta pecunia cuique, Lat. Horace. — 
** Riches either serve or govern the possessor." — ^They are 
advantageous or hurtful, according to the uses to which 
they are turned. 

Imperium facUe iis artihus retinetury quibus initio partum est, 
Lat. Sallust. — " Power is easily retained by those means 
by which it was acquired." — ^It is generally gained by 
conciliation, and kept whilst that is continued. It is lost 
by oppression and intolerance. 

In^eriumflagitio acquiwtum, nemo unquam bonis artibus exercuit 
Lat. Tacitus. — " The power which was acquired by guilt 
has never been directed to any good end, or any useful pur- 
pose." — ^Whcn command is obtained by crime, the power 
which is thus usurped is most generally abused. 
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Imperium in imperio. Lat. — "A government existing in 
another government/' — ^An establishment existing under, 
but wholly independent of a superior establishment. An 
arrangement where the clashing interests must inevitably 
lead to confusion. 

Impotetitia eacusat Legem. Lat. Law Max. — ''Lnpotency 
does away the Law." — ^Thia maxim relates to the infirmity 
of certain persons whom the law excuses from doing 
certain acts, as men in prison, idiots and lunatics, persons 
blind and dumb, &c. 

ImprimaJtur. Lat. — "Let it be printed." — ^The phrase of 
permission to print in countries where the press is under a 
vexatious control. The word is figuratively used to 
denote that sort of authority. 

Imprdbe amor, quid non morialia pectora cogis t Lat. 
ViEGiL. — " Oh, wretched love ! to what do you not impel 
the human breast P" — ^To what excesses do you not drive 
that heart, of which you have once taken the possession P 

Imprdbe Neptunxmi accusat qui naufragium iterum facif. 
Lat. Prov. — " The man improperly blames the sea who is 
a second time shipwrecked." — ^He should have learned 
prudence from his first misfortune. 

Improbis dUena virtue eemperformidoloea est. Lat. Sallust. — 
" To the wicked the virtue of other men is ever formi- 
dable." — They dread that which lowers them by com- 
parison, and hate the excellence to which they cannot 
aspire. 

Impromptu. — "Li readiness." — ^A witticism made out of 
hand. 

K 2 
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In amore hmc omnia insunt vitia ; injuruB 
Suspiciones, inimicituB, inducm, 

BeUum^ pax rursus. Lat. Terencb. 

"In love there are all those evilsi — ^wrongs, suspicions, 
enmities, treaties, and alternate war and peace/' 

In causa facili, cuivis licet esse diserto. Lat. Ovid. 

" In an easy cause, any man may be eloquent." — ^The most 
indifferent orator may assume a triumphant air when he 
occupies " the Vantage ground." 

Incedimtis per ignes 



Suppositos cineri doloso. Lat. Horace. 

" We tread on fires which are merely covered by deceitful 
ashes." — ^We have subdued the obvious peril, but not the 
lurking danger. . 

Incidit in ScyUam qui vult vitare Charybdim. Lat. Prov. — 
" He falls into Scylla in struggling to escape Charybdis.*' 
— ^The one was a rock, and the other a whirlpool, in the 
sea which divides Italy from Sicily. — ^When endeavouring 
to avoid one danger or mistake, we too frequently fall into 
another. 

Incltmo unius est exclusio oLterius. Lat. Law maxim. — " The 
name of one being included supposesi' an exclusion of the 
other." This is a maxim frequently used in arguments on 
testamentary devises. If, of two persons of equal affinity, 
one is especially mentioned, it is supposed that the other 
was out of the intention of the testator. 

In ccelo quies. Lat. — " There is rest in Heaven." — ^A motto 
usually found on funeral escutcheons, commonly called 
hatchments. 
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In commendam, — ^This phrase of .modem Latin is used to 
denote a perscm "commended,*^ or recommended, to the 
care of a living whilst the church is vacant. It is used 
by a fiction to permit a bishop to retain the profits of a 
living within or without his own diocese. 

In curia. Lat. — " In the court" 

Inde ir<B. Lat. — " Hence proceed those resentments." 

. . . -^ 

Index expurgatorius. Lat. — " A purging or purifymg index." ^ 
— ^A list formerly published under the authority of the 
BrOman Pontiffs, specifying the books which ought not to 
be read. This was continued until it was found, that the 
wayward wishes of those who could read, were almost 
uniformly directed to the treatises thus forbidden. ^ 

Indignante invidia florebit Justus. Lat. — " The just man will 
flourish in despite of envy.'' — ^Motto of Ir. E. Glendore. 

Indocti diacani, ament meminisse periti. Lat. — "Let the 
unskilful learn, and let the learned improve their recol- 
lection." — ^This is a motto frequently prefixed to works of 
a general and useful tendency. 

Inerat VitelKo simpltcttas ac liheralitaSy quwy nisi adsit 
modus, in eooitium vertuntur. Lat. Tacitus. — " There was 
in Vitellius a simplicity and a Uberality, qualities which, 
unless taken in the degree, are generally ruinous to the 
possessor." — ^There are virtues the most amiable in private 
life, which, exercised by a public man, beyond their due 
bounds, will ever be found dangerous in the extreme. 
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In esse. Lat. — " In being." 

Inest ma gratia parvis. Lat. — "Even little things have 
their peculiar grace." 

In/errum pro libertate ruebant. Lat. — " For freedom they 
rushed upon the sword.'' — Motto of Earl Leicester. 

Infinita est velodtas temporU, qum magis apparet respicienti' 
bus. Lat. Seneca. — " The swiftness of time is infinite, as 
is most evident to those who look back." — It is only by a 
retrospect to the days which have passed and been mis- 
spent, that we can discern smd regret the velocity with 
which they have escaped us. 

In forma pauperis. Lat. — " In the form of a poor man." — 
According to the statute 2nd Henry VII. any man who 
is too poor to meet the expenses of suing at law or in 
equity, making oath that he is not worth more than 5/. 
after his debts are paid, and producing a certificate 
from a lawyer that he has just cause of suit, the judge 
in this case is to admit him to sue in forma pauperis ; that 
is, without paying any fees to the coimsel, attorney, or 
clerks. 

In flagranti delicto. Lat. — " In the apparent guilt." — ^Taken 
in the very commission of the crime. 

In foro conscientim. Lat. — "Before the tribunal of con- 
science." — ^In a man's own conviction of what is equitable. 

Ingenii largitor venter. Lat Persius.— " The beUy is the 
giver of genius." — Ironically spoken of those whose only 
stimulm to authorship is their poverty; but who thus 
impelled, 

" Still, in despite 

Of nature and their stars, will write." 
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Ifigenio stcU sine morte decus. Lat. Propert. — " The honours 
of genius are eternal." — ^This is the boast of many a poet. 
We know when it has been realized, as in the JEnegi Menu- 
mentumy &g, of Horace ; but most probably, in a myriad 
of instances, it has been made in vain. 

Ingenium res adversts nudare solent, sdare secundce, Lat. 
HoR. — " In adversity those talents are called forth, which 
are concealed by prosperity." 

Ingenuas didicisse fiddlier artes 

Emollit mores, nee sinit esse feros. Lat Ovid. 

*' To have studied carefully the liberal arts is the surest 
mode of refining the grossness, and subduing the harsh- 
ness of the himian mind." 

Ingens telmn necessUas. Lat. Seneca. — '^ Necessity is a 
powerM weapon " — To provoke a needy man is to encounter 
with desperation. 

Ingratwm si dixeris omnia dicis. Lat. — " K you pronoimce 
a man ungrateful, you say all that can be urged against 
him." — ^Ingratitude is the Aaron's rod, which swallows up 
have and comprises in itself all the smaller vices. 

Tngraius wntis miseris omnibus nocet. Lat. Syrus. — " One 
ungrateful man does an injury to all who are wretched." — - 
He by his baseness has perhaps steeled the heart, which 
might otherwise have relieved their distresses. 

In hoc signo vinces. Lat. — " In thissign thou shalt conquer." 
—This was the motto assumed by the Emperor Constantino 
after having seen a Cross in the air, which he considered as 
the presage of victory. Motto of Lord Annaly and of the 
Ir. Earl of Arran. 
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In hoc siffno spes mea. Lat. — " In this sign is my hope/' — 
Motto of the Ir. Viscount Taaffe. 

Iniqua nunquam regna perpettia manent, Lat. Seneca. — 
"Authority founded on, or maintained by injustice, is 
never of long duration." 

Iniquisstmam pacem justissimo bello ante/ero. Lat. — " I 
prefer the most unjust peace to the justest war." — ^The 
horrors of war are so numerous and so afflicting, that peace 
should, at aU times, be purchased at any price, short of 
national dishonour. 

Initia magistratuum nostrorum meUora femiey finis indinat, 
Lat. Tacitus. — "The discharge of our public offices is 
generally more exemplary in their commencement; its 
vigour declines towards the conclusion." — When men 
first enter into office they are alert and pimctual, but to- 
wards the close of their ftmctions they become relaxed and 
indifferent. Our proverb of " New Brooms," gives of this 
an apt, though a homely illustration. 

In hco. Lat. — " In the place." — ^In the proper place. Upon 
the spot. 

In medim res. Lat. Horace. — " Into the midst of things." 
— Spoken generally of an author who rushes abruptly and 
without preparation into his subject. 

In nova fert animus. Lat. — "My mind leads me to new 
matters, or to discuss new topics." — ^This is an hemistic : 
the following is the complete line : 

In nova fert animus mutatas dicere forma. I^at. Ovid. — " I 
am inclined to speak of bodies changed into new forms." — 
I am now to dwell on transformations or changes of a most 
singular nature. 
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Innuendo. Lat. Law Term. — "By signifying.'' — ^Thereby 
intimating. A word much used in declarations of slander 
and libel to ascertain the application to a person or thing 
which was previously named. An oblique hint. 

In nullum avarus bonus eat, in sepessimm. Lat. Prov. — "The 
avaricious man is kind to no person, but he is most imkind 
to himself." 

In nullum reipuhliccB usum ambiiiosd loqueld inclaruit, Lat. 
Tactius. — " He became celebrated for an aflfected and 
ambitious verbosity, attended with no advantage whatever 
to the State.'' 

In omnibus fere minori cetati succuritur. Lat. Law M^xim. — ^ 
" In all cases relief is afforded to persons under age." — 
The law is so careftd of persons of this description, that it 
win not suffer them to alienate, sell, or bind themselves by 
deed, unless it be for eating, drinking, schooling, physic, 
or such other matters as are absolutely necessary. 

In omnibus quidem, maxime tamen in Jure, JEquitas est. Lat. 
Law Maxim.—" In all things, but particularly in the law, 
there is equity." — Equity is said to be a corrective of the 
law, where the latter is deficient on account of its gene- 
rality. 

Inqpem copia fecit. Lat. — " His plenty made him poor." — 
His copiousness of ideas retarded and embarrassed his 
language. 

In pace leonee, in prcelio cem. " In peace they are lions, in 
the battle deer." — ^They are blusterers and cowards. 

In perpetuam rei memoi'iam. Lat.-»— " To perpetuate the 
memory of the thing."'-An inscription generally found 
upon pillars, &c., raised to commemorate any particular 
incident. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



138 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. IN 

In pertusum ingerimus dieta doUum. Lat. Plautus. — " We 
fling our sayings into a cask bored through." — Our advice 
is wholly thrown away in that quarter. 

In petto. Ital. — " Kept back." — ^Held in reserve. 

In propria persona. Lat. — " In his own person." — In per- 
sonal attendance. 

In purie naturalibus. Lat. — '* In a purely natural state.'' — 
i. e. stark naked. 

Jnquinat egregioa adjuncta euperUa mores. Lat. Claudian. 
— " The best manners are stained by the addition of pride." 
Even virtue itself is disgusting in a severe and haughty 
garb. 

Inswnire paret certo raidone modoque. Lat. Horace. — " He 
appears to be mad according to a certain mode and manner." 
— ^He has much method in madness. 

Ineanue omnis furere credit cceteros. Lat. Prov. — "Every 
madman thinks that all the rest of the vrorld is mad" 

In 86 magna ruunt. Lat. Lucan. — " Great things are apt to 
rush against each other." — ^Two great powers are naturally 
inclined to jealousy, and thence to hostility. 

In 86 iotrn teres atque rotundus. Lat. Horace — " Smooth, 
roimd, and collected in himself." — ^This is a brief but ex- 
cellent description of a man of the world. The metaphor 
is taken from a bowl, which, laimched from a firm hand, is 
not to be diverted from its course by slight obstacles. 
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IrnUd homwibuB Ubidine almdi de industria rumores. Lat. — 
" Men liaying in them a natural desire to propagate reports." 
— ^All are eager to circulate the reports which have reached 
them, and, it may be stated also, to give something of their 
own. 



Insita hominibus natura ffiolentuB resUtere. Lat. Tacitus. — 
" To resist violence is implanted in the nature of man." — 
The most degraded people will be aroused to action, when 
oppression has reached to a certain degree. 

Inspicere tanquam in speculum in mtcta omnium 

Jubeo, atque ex aliis mmere exemplum sibi. Lat. Terence. 
— " The lives of other men should be regarded as a mirror, 
from which we may take an example and a rule of conduct 
for ourselves." — The accurate observer of human life, in 
witnessing the follies of others, will thence derive to him- 
self so many lessons of caution and correctness. 

Jnstar omnium. Lat. — " One example may suffice for all." 

In te Domine speravi. Lat. — " Li thee, O Lord, have I put 
my trust.'' — ^Motto of the Sc. Earl of Strathmoi^. 

Integer vit(B seelerisque purus 

Non eget Mauri jaculis nee arcu. Lat. Horace. 

— " The man who is pure of life, and unconscious of guilt, 
wants not the aid of Moorish bows and darts.** — ^In most 
situations of life, the consciousness of innocence is our best 
shield and our firmest security. 
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Integra mens agustissima poasesaio. Lat. — '* A nund fraught 
with integrity is the most august possession." — ^Motto of 
the Ir. Lord Blayney. 

In tenui labors sed tenuis non gloria. Lat. Virg. — "The 
labour was bestowed on a small object, but the fame of the 
achievement w6s not the less." — ^To do little things well, is 
in some cases highly honourable. 

Inter arma leges silent. Lat. — "The laws are silent in the 
midst of arms." — ^During the violence of hostility but Uttle 
attention is paid to the precepts of justice. 

Interdum lacrj/nus pondera vocis habent. Lat. OvtD. — " Tears 
are sometimes equal in weight to words." — ^The poet might 
have said that they are in general of more effect. 

Interdum populus recte mdet. Lat. — " The people sometimes 
see aright." — ^They are occasionally deceived and misled ; 
but they as often can judge, and with sound, discretion. 

Interdum stuUus bene loquitur. Lat. — "Sometimes a fool speaks 
wellw" — ^Every man is entitled to attention, as a wise remark 
may occasionally drop from a person, whose previous dis- 
course had offered no ground of expectation. 

Intererit multvm Davu^ne loquatur an Heros, Lat. Horace. — 
" There is a great difference when Davus is speaking, and 
when a Hero." — ^The former is a servant : the rule is ad- 
dressed to dramatic writers, who shoidd always make their 
characters speak an appropriate language. 

Inter nos. Lat. — " Between ourselves.*' 

In terroreni. Lat. — " In terror." — ^As a warning. 
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Inter utrumque tene. Lat. Prov. — " Keep between both/* — 
Steer througli life a safe and middle course, avoiding 
eqnaUy all extremes. 

Intra fortunam quisque debet manere suam, 

Lat. Ovid. 
" Every man should confine himself within the bounds of 
his own fortune.*' 

In transitu. Lat. — " On the passage." — Goods in transitu 
are goods consigned by one person to another, and which 
have not yet reached the consignee. 

In turbos et discordias pessimo cuique plurima vis : pax et 
quies bonis artibus indigent, Lat. Tacitus. — " Li seasons 
of tumult and discord, bad men have most power ; genius 
and goodness are only fostered by repose." — In times of 
revolution and disorder the dregs are forced upward, and 
talent and virtue are depressed. This, however, is only 
for a season, and that which is the scum will soon become 
the sediment. 

Intus et in cute novi hominem, Lat. Persius. — " I know the 
man internally and externally." — I have a thorough 
knowledge of his character. 

Intuta qucB indecora. Lat. Tacitus. — "Those things that 
are unseemly are unsafe." — Men in certain situations 
should remember, that as much danger frequently arises 
from forfeiting the respect, as from incurring the resent- 
ment of those who are beneath them. 

In utroque fidelis. Lat.—" Faithful in both."— The motto 
of the Sc. Vise. Falkland. 
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Invidia Siculi non mvenere tyranni 

Ibrmentum mqfus. Lat. Juvenal. 

" The Sicilian tyrants never devised a greater punishment 
than envy.'* — ^The bull of Perillus, or the dungeon of 
DionysiuSy the author means to say, were comparitively 
slight inflictions. 

Tnvidui aUerius mdcrescit rebus opimis. Lat. Hor. 

'' The envious man grows lean at the success of his neigh- 
bour.'' — ^Nothing can exceed the pining of envy, under 
the supposition that a rival may possibly succeed. 

In vino veritoi. Lat. — "There is truth in wine.*' — It 
extracts secrets from the reserved, and puts the habitual 
liar off his guard. 

Invisa potentia, atq. miseranda vita eorum, qui se metui quam 
amari malunt Lat. Corn. Nep 

" The power is hateful, and the life is miserable, of those 
who wish to be feared rather than beloved." — Every 
government must be odious which takes for its basis the 
terrors instead of the good wishes of the people. 

Intitat ctdpam qui peccatum pra€Bterit. Lat. Syrus. — " He who 
overlooks one crime invites the commission of another. 

Invitum sequitur honor. Lat. — " Honour follows him against 
his inclination." — ^Motto of the Ir. Marquis of Donegall. 

Invita Minerva. Lat. — " Minerva (the goddess of wisdom) 
being unwilling." — ^The work was brought forth, invita 
Minerva, without any aid from genius, or from tast^. 
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In vitium ducet culpcB fuga Lat. Horace. — " The avoiding 
of one fault sometimes leads into another.^' — Thus a 
writer, in avoiding duU prolixity, often flies into the 
opposite extreme of obsonre brevity. 

Ipae dixit. Lat. — " He said it himself.'* — On his ipse dixit — 
on his sole assertion. 

fyso facto. Lat. — " Li the fact itself." — ^By the fSwt when it 
shall appear. 

Ipso jure. Lat. — " By the law itself." — ^By the law when it 
shall be pronounced. 

Ira furor brevis est. Lat. Horace. — "Anger is a short 
madness." — ^All the mischiefs of madness may be produced 
by a momentary passion. 

Iram qui vindt hostem superat maximum. Lat. — "He who 
subdues his anger conquers his greatest enemy." 

Ira qucB tegitur nocet; 



Professa perdunt odia vindictce locum. Lat. Seneca. 

" Concealed resentment alone is dangerous. — ^Hatred, when 
declared, loses its opportunity of rev^ige." 

Iras et verba locant. Lat. Martial. — " They let out for hire 
their passions and their words." — ^This is the severest 
sarcasm ever uttered against the gentlemen of the long 
robe, who, it intimates, not only hire out their eloquence, 
but can also feign a degree of passion proportioned to the 
magnitude of the fee. 

Is maxime diutiis utiiur, qui minime divitiis indiget. Lat. 
Seneca. — " He makes the best use of riches, who has the 
smallest share of personal wants." — ^By his self denial, 
he has a larger disposable share to reUeve the distresses of 
others. 
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la ordo viUo careto, cceteris specimen esto. Lat. — " Let that 
order be free from yice, and afford an example to all 
others." — This was an ordinance contained in the Roman 
laws of the Twelve Tables, and addressed to the senatorial 
or patrician order. The best example should come from 
the highest place. 

lethue estaapere non quod oMe pedes modo est 
Videre sed etiam May qwefutura stmt 
Prospicere. - Lat. Terence. 

"True wisdom consists not in seeing that which is 
immediately before our eyes, but in the foresight of that 
which is to arrive." — ^The ordinary politician judges of 
events only as they pass before him in review ; but the 
exalted statesman, by combining the present with other 
probable circumstances, will form something like an 
insight into fiiturity. 

Ita comparatam esse naturam omnium, cUiena ut melius videant 
et dyudicenty quam sucl Lat. Terence. — ** The nature of 
all men is so formed, that they see and discriminate in the 
affiurs of others much better than in their own." — ^In the 
latter instance, we are blinded by our feelings and pre- 
judices; in the former, there is nothing to impede our 
natural perspicacity. 

Ita JinUima sunt falsa veris, utin prcscipiteni locum non debeat 
se sapiens committers. Lat. Cicero. — " Falsehood borders 
often so nearly on the truth, that a wise man should not 
trust himself on the precipice."— He should be cautious of 
being deceived by appearances. 

Ita lex scripta est. Lat. — "Thus the law is written.'' — ^A 
phrase used in polemics, to refer the adversary to the 
letter of the text in question. 
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Ita mi Dii amenta ctst ubi simn escio. Lat. Terence. — 
" As Gh)d shall judge me, I know not where I am." — I am 
80 confounded, that I know not what to do or say. 



Jacta est alea. Lat. — " The die is cast." — ^I have put every 
thing to venture, and I now must stand the hazard. 

JactitcUio, Lat. — "A boasting." — Jactitation of marriage 
is cognizable in the Ecclesiastical Court. 

J*ai bonne cause, Fr. — " I have a good cause." — ^Motto of 
the Marquis of Bath. 

tTai eu tot^'ours pour principe de ne /aire jamais par autrui, 
ce que je pouvois f aire par moi-m^me. Fr. Montesquieu. — 
" I have ever held it as a maxim, never to do that through 
another, which it was possible for me to execute myself." — 
It is unnecessary to comment on this excellent principle, 
further than by remarking, how many men are ruined 
merely by their indolence in delegating to others the 
management of their affairs. 

Jamais arriire. Fr. — "Never behind." — ^Motto of the Sc. 
Earl of Selkirk. 

Jamque opus exegi quod nee Jovis ira, nee ignes 
Nee pcterit ferrumy nee edax aibolere vekistas. 

Lat. Ovid. 
" I have now completed a work which neither the wrath 
of Jove, nor fire, nor the sword, nor the corroding tooth of 
time shall be able to destroy." — ^This tritmiphant boast of 
the poet with respect to his own productions, has certainly 
been realised. But at present this passage, as well as the 
Exegi monumentumy &c., of Horace, are chiefly used in 

L 
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an ironical sense, and for the purpose of holding scmie 
proud boasts up to ridicule. 

Januis datms. Lat. — " The doors being shut." — ^The matter 
was debated yam^is clatms—isi a secret committee. 

Jefunus raro damachus vulgaria temnit. Lat. Hobace. — 
" The hungry stomach seldom despises vulgar fare." — Or, 
as it may be differently translated, " The stomach which is 
seldom hungry, holds vulgar fare in contempt." — It is 
more generally quoted in the former acceptation. 

Je le tiens. Fr.— " I hold it."— Motto of Lord Audley. 

Je ne cherche qu*un. Fr. — '* I seek but for one." — Motto of the 
Earl of Northampton. 

Je n'oublierai jamais. Fr. — "I shall never forget." — ^The 
motto of the Earl of Bristol. 

Je pense, Fr.— " I think."— Motto of the Sc. Earl of 
"Wemyss. 

Je 8uis prit Fr. — ^'I am ready." — Motto of the Ir. Earl 
of Famham. 

Jeu de main, jeu de vikUn. Fr.-^'^ Practical tricks belong 
only to the lowest classes." — No gentleman should deal in 
horse-play, or vulgar roughness. 

Jeu de mats. Fr. — " A play on words." 

Jeu d^ esprit. Fr. — "A play of wit." — ^A witticism. 

Jeu de ihedtre. Fr. — " Stage trick, attitude," &c. 
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Jeune on conserve pour la viellesse : vieux on epargne pour la 
mort Fr. La Bbuyebb. — " When young, men lay up for 

old age ; when aged^ they hoard for death." — ^It is in the 

nature of parsimony to confirm itself and to increase. 

Joco di mano, joco villano. Prov. Ital. — ^This is precisely in 
its meaning similar to the French proyerb quoted above — 
" Jeu de mainy^ &c. 

Jour dematne. Fr.— " The day of my life."— Motto of Earl 
Delawar. 

Jucunda atque idonea dicere viUe. Lat. Horace. — " To describe 
whatever is pleasant and proper in life." — ^This line well 
describes the duty of the didactic poet. 

Jucundi acti labores. Lat. Cicero. — " The labours and diffi- 
culties through which we have passed are pleasing to the 
recollection." 

Jucundum et carum sterilts facit uxor atnicum. Lat. Juvenal. 
— " A barren wife will always produce a pleasant and en- 
gaging Mend." — ^This is spoken in derision of the legacy- 
himters ; a race everywhere common and despicable ; and 
who pay their court more assiduously, where there is no 
expectation of an heir. 

Judex damnatur cum nocena absohdtur. Lat. — ^''The Judge is 
found guilty when a criminal is acquitted." — ^This is to be 
imderstood as applying only where prejudice or corruption 
has dictated the sentence. 

Judicium Dei. Lat. — "The judgment of God." — ^This was 
the name given by our ancestors to the ordeal, i. e. walking 
blindfold over red-hot ploogh-ahares, &o., which has been 
long since disused. 

L 2 
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Judicium parium, aut leges terrm. Lat. — " The judgment of 
OUT peers, or the law of the land." — ^It is only by these, 
according to Magna Charta, that an Englishman can be 
condemned. This quotation from the Great Charter was 
adopted as his motto by the first Lord Camden. 

Juffulare mortuos. Lat. — " To stab the dead." — ^To exercise 
superfluous cruelty. 

Jnnctajuvant. Lat. — ''These things, when conjoined, mutually 
aid^ach other." — ^Individually considered, they are of little 
avail ; but, taken conjunctively, they form a strong body 
of evidence. 

Jure humano. Lat. — " By hxmian law." — ^By that law which 
is founded on the assent of men. It is generally used in 
opposition to the following : 

Jure divino. Lat. — " By divine law." — ^This is the tenure by 
which, according to the high-flying Tories, the Bangs of 
Great Britain hold their Crowns, without any reference to 
the will of the people. 

Jus dvile. Lat. — "The civil law." — ^The law of many 
European nations, and of some of our courts, particularly 
the Ecclesiastical, founded on the Code of Justinian. 

Jus gentium. Lat. — " The law of nations." 

Jus sanguinis, quod in legitimis mccessionibus spectdtur, ipso 
naMvildtis tempore qtUBsitum est. Lat. Law Maxim. — " The 
right of blood, which is regarded in all lawftd inheritances, 
is found in the very time of nativity." — ^It is the Jus prime- 
geniturcB, or right of eldership, that is principally respected, 
the maxim being, that the next of worthiest blood should 
always inherit. 
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Ju8 summum acspe summa est maUtia. Lat. Tebence. — 
'' Law enforced to strictness sometimes becomes the severest 
injustice." 

Justttiw aoror fides. Lat. — "Faith is the sister of Justice." — 
Motto of Lord Thurlow. 

Justum et tenacem propositi virum 
If on ctvium ardor praw, jubentium, 
Non pultus instantis tyra/nni, 

Mente quatit solidd. Lat. Horace. 

" The man who is just and firm to his purpose will not be 
shaken £ix)m his fixed resolution, either by the misdirect- 
ing ardor of his fellow- citizens, or by the threats of an 
imperious tyrant." — ^This passage is often and properly 
quoted. It offers the finest picture of a statesman whoso 
calmness and perseyerance can equally resist the excesses 
of popular tumult, or the menaces of an arbitrary sovereign. 

Justus propositi tenax, Lat. — " The just man is steady to his 
purpose." — ^The motto of Lord Chedworth. 

Juvenile vitium regere non posse impetum. Lat. Seneca. — 
" It is the fault of youth that it cannot govern its own 
violence." — It either knows not, or will not consider, where 
the danger lies. 



Kaipov yvw^c Kairon gnothi, Gr. — *' Know your opportu- 
nity." — This was the advice of Pittacus, one of the seven 
Grecian sages. To let slip an occasion is the greatest 
proof of imbecility. 

iLuT tloxnv' Kat exochen. Gr. — "Byway of excellence," or, 
"of peculiar distinction." 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



150 DICnONART OF QUOTATIOKS. • LA 

L. 

Za heauU de f esprit donne de VodmiraUon^ celle de Vame 
donne de Pestime, et ceUe du corps de V amour. Fr. — " The 
charms of wit excite admiratioiiy thoee of the heart impresB 
eeteem, and those of the body provoke to love/* 

La beatdi sans rert& est unefleur sansparsvm. Fr. Prov. — 
" Beauty without virtue is like a flower without perfume." — 
It may retain its colour, but has lost its essence. 

Ldbitur et labetur in omne volubilis cBvum. Lat. Horace. — 
''The stream still flows, and will continue to flow for 
every age." 

La bonne fortune, et la mauvatse sont necessaires d rhomme, 
pour le rendre habile, Fr. — "Good and bad fortune are 
necessary to a man, in order to make him adroit and 
capable." — Few men are equal to the emergencies of life 
who have not experienced some of its vicissitudes. 

Labor ipse voluptas. Lat. — " The labour itself is a plea- 
sure." — ^Motto of Lord King. 

Labor omnia vincit. Lat. Virgil. — " Labour conquers every 
thing." — ^There are few diflSculties which will not yield to 
perseverance. 

Laborum dulce lenimen. Lat. HoR. — " The sweet solace of 
our labours." — ^The appellation is given by the poet to his 
favourite study. 

La olemence des princes n*est soiwent qu'une politique pour 
gagner r<iffection des peuples. Fr. Rochepoucault. — " The 
clemency of princes appears frequently to be nothing more 
than a measure of policy, calculated to gain the affections 
of the people. 
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La confiance JournU plus d la conversation qua Ve^rit Fr. 
RocHBPoxTCAULT. — ''Confidence is, in general, found to 
furnish more to oonversation than wit or talent." 

La cour ne rend pas content; mats elk empiche qu'on ne le soit 
alleurs. Fr. La B&uyerb. — " The court does not make a 
man happy ; but its habits prevent a man from enjoying 
happiness elsewhere." — ^He who has long been busied in 
ambitious pursuits, can find little pleasure in quiet and re- 
tirement. 

La criaillerie ordinaire fait qu*on sly aecoutume, et que chacun 
la mSprise, Fr. — " A clamorous abuse, too often repeated, 
becomes so familiar to the ear as to lose its efTect." — ^If you 
scold your servant inordinately for not rinsing a glass, he 
will scarcely feel your rebuke when you charge him with 
a robbery. 

La decence est le teint naturel de la vertu, et le fard du vice, 
Fr. Prov. — " Decency is the genuine tint of virtue, and 
the false colouring of vice." 

La docte antiquity fut toujours vSnirable 
Jene la trouvepas, cependant adoraible. 

Fr. BoiLEAu. 
" To the learning of antiquity I pay all due respect and 
veneration, but I do not theref^e hold it as sacred." — 
Some deference is due to that which the lapse of time has 
rendered venerable, but a gem dug from a modem is equally 
valuable with one which is taken from an ancient mine. 

La durie de notre passions ne depend pas plus de nous, que la 
durie de notre vie. Ft. Eochbfoucault. — "The duration 
of men's passions depends no more upon themselves than 
the duration of their life." 
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La faim chasse la hup du bois. Fr. Prov. — " Famine driyee 
the wolf from the wood." — ^According to the English Pro- 
verb — " Hunger breaks through stone walls." 

La favour met Phomme au dessus de ses ^gaua, et sa chute au 
dessous, Fr. La Beuyere. — " Favour places a man above 
his equals, and Ws fall or disgrace beneath them.** 

L' Affair s'a^hemine. Fr. — ^The business is going forward." 

La faiblesse de Vennemi fait notre propre force. Fr. — " The 
weakness of the enemy forms a part of our own strength." — 
This is a maxim in war, where all advantages are fairly to 
be taken. There is a similar sentiment in another lan- 
guage: 

Dolus an virtus quia in koste required ? 

" What matters it, whether the enemy has been defeated 
by sti'atagem or by valour P" 

La grande sagesse de Vhomme consiste a connoUre ses folies. 
Fr. — " The great wisdom of man consists in the knowledge 
of his follies." — ^To be convinced of our false steps is in 
some degree an advance towards wisdom. 

UAigle d*un maison est un sot dans un autre. Fr. Gressbt. — 
** The eagle of one house is but a fool in another." 

Laiser dire la monde^ et toujours bienfaire, c'est une maxime^ 
qui etant bien observe assure notre repos, et etablit enfin 
notre r^mtation. Fr. — " To let the world talk, and always 
to act well, is a principle of action, which, well observed, 
will secure our repose, and in the end establish our reputa- 
tion. 
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La langm des Jimmes est leur ep^, ei elks ne la lament pas 
rouiller. Fr. Prov. — " The tongue of a woman is her 
sword, which she seldom suffers to rust" — ^A sarcasm 
sufficiently severe on the proverbial loquacity of the sex in 



La liberality conmte moins a donner beaucoup, qu'a donner d 
propos. Fr. La Bruyere. — " Liberality does not consist 
so much in giving a great deal, as in giving seasonably." 

La maladie sans maladie. Fr. — "The disease without a 
disease." — ^The hypochondriac distemper. 

La marque d'un merite extraordinaire c'est de voir que ceux que 
renment le plus, sont contraints de le louer. Fr. — "The 
proof of extraordinary merit is to see that it extorts 
praise, even from those with whom it is an object of 
envy." 

L'ame n*a poittt de secret que la conduite ne revile. Chin- 
Prov. — " The soul has no secret which the conduct does 
not reveal." — ^The most practised hypocrite cannot, at 
all times, conceal his secret feelings. 

La moitik du nwnde prendplaisir a medire, et V autre moitik a 
croire les medisances. Fr. Prov. — " One half the world 
takes a pleasure in detracting, and the other half in 
believing all that detraction utters." 

La moqu&rie est souvent une indigence d^^sprit. Fr. La 
Bruyere. — " Jesting, in some cases, only proves a want of 
understanding." 

La morale trop austere se fait moins aimer, qu'elle ne se/ait 
craindre : et qui veut qu'on profile de ses legons, donner* enme 
de les entendre, Fr. — " Morality, when too austere, is loss 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



164 DICTIOKART OF QtJOTATIONS. LA 

beloved than feared: and he who wishes that others 
should profit from his lessons, should make those persons 
desirous oi listening to them." 

La mort estplm aiaie a supporter sans y penser^ que la penske 
de la mort sans peril. Fr. Pascal. — " Death is itself 
more easy when it comes without previous reflection, than 
the thought of death even without the danger.'' 

i* Amour de la justice n'est en la plupart des hommes, que la 
crainte de souffrir Vinjustice. Fr. Rochefoucault. — " The 
love of justice is in most men nothing more than the fear 
of suffering injustice.'' — Our anxiety on this subject may 
be traced to a motive of selfishness. 

V Amour est une passion qui vient souvent sans savoir comtnent, 
et qui s*en va aussi de meme. Fr. — "Love is a passion 
which frequently comes we know not how, and which 
quits us exactly in the same nmnner." 

L' Amour et la fumhe ne peuvent se catcher. Fr. Prov. — 
" Love and smoke are two things which cannot be con- 
cealed." — Of the passion of love the faintest glimmerings 
give a strong light, as the smallest crevice wiU suffer a 
volume of smoke to escape. 

L^ Amour-propre est le plus grand de tons les flatteurs, Fr. 
Rochefoucault. — "Self-love is the greatest of all flat- 
terers." — It is the lot of almost every man to flatter 
himself into a higher self-opinion, than can possibly be 
effected by the adulation of others. 

L' Amour soumet la terre, assujettit les deux — 
Les rots sont d sespieds, il gouveme les dieux. 

Fr. CORNEILLE. 

" Love rules o'er the earth and controls the heavens — 
kings are at his feet, and gods are his subjects." — This 
extravagant flight, as it may be supposed, is seldom quoted 
but in the way of ridicule. 
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Language des haUes, Fr. — ** The language of ihe markets/' 
— ^Billingsgata 

La parfaU valeur est de fairs sana Umoim, oe qu'on seroU 
capable defaire devant tout le monde. Fr. Rochefoucault. — 
" True courage is shewn by doing, without witnesses, that 
which a man is capable of doing in the fac§ of the world." 
— ^In the former case it is certain that ostentation has no 
share in the effort. 

La Passion fait souverU un fbu du plus haUk homme, et rend 
soment habitus kaplus sots. Fr. Rochefoucault. — " Love 
often makes a fool of the cleverest man, and as often gives 
cleverness to the most foolish." 

La Patience est amire, mais son fruit est doiuc. Fr. 
J. J. Rousseau. — " Patience is bitter, but its fruit is sweet.** 
— ^Men are generally meliorated by suffering. 

La Patienee est la remade la plus s&r centre les calomnies : le 
terns t6t ou tarde decouvre la vMte. Fr. — " Patience is 
the surest antidote against calumny. Time, sooner or later, 
will discover the truth." 

La PhUosophie, qui nous promet de nous rendre heureux, nous 
trompe. Fr. — " Philosophy, which promises to render us 
happy, deceives us." 

La Phihsophie triomphe aisement des maux passes et de maux 
a venir; mais les maux presens triomphent d'elle. Fr. 
Rochefoucault.—" Philosophy can hold an easy triumph 
over the misfortunes which are past and to come ; but 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



166 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. LA 

those whioh are present triumph over her." — By philosophy 
we are taught to dismiss our regrets for the past and our 
apprehensions of future evils ; but the immediate sense of 
suJOfering she cannot teach us to subdue. 

La plupart des hommea n^ont pas le courage de corriger les 
' atUres, parcequ^ils n'ont pas le courage de souffrir qu'on les 
corrige. Fr. — " The generality of mankind have not suf- 
ficient courage to correct others, because they themselves 
are wanting in fortitude to suffer correction/' — ^An adviser 
should not only have wisdom to admonish, but be also forti- 
fied, in conscious innocence, to bear the retort which his 
advice may possibly provoke. 

Lapsus Ungues. Lat. — " A slip of the tongue." 

La reputation d^un homme est comme son ombre, qui tanidt le 
suit, et tantdt le precede; qu^lquefois elle est plus longue, et 
quelquefois plus courte- que lux Fr. Prov. — " The reputa- 
tion of man is like his shadow ; it sometimes follows, and 
sometimes precedes him ; it is sometimes longer, and some- 
times shorter than his natural size." — ^As our shadows vary 
in their length and direction, according to our relative 
position with the sun, so the reputation of many men is 
either magnified or diminished, &om relative situations 
and circumstances. 



Uargent est wn hon serviteur et un michant maltre. Fr. 
BouHOUKS. — " Money is a good servant, but a bad master.'^ 
— It is useful when well employed — it is mischievous when 
men devote themselves wholly to its acquisition. 
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UArt de vaincre est celtd de mepriser la mart. Fr. M. Db 
SiVBY. — "The art of conquering is that of despising 
death." 

La science du gouvemment rCest qu^une science de cmibinaisons, 
d^ applications^ et d^ewceptians, selon les terns, les Ueua, les 
circonstances. Fr. Rousseau. — "The science of govern- 
ment is only a science of combinations, of applications, and 
of exceptions, according to the times, places, and circum- 
stances." 

La silence est la vertu de ceux qui ne sont pa4 sages. Fr. 
BouHOURS. — "Silence is the virtue, or the best quality 
of the foolish." — If it does not remove, it at least conceals 
their deficiency. 

Lateat scintillula fiyrsan. Lat. — "A small spark may lurk 
unseen." — ^This hemistich, alluding to the vital spark, 
is very happily adopted as the motto of the Himiane 
Society. 

Latet anguis in herba, Lat. — " There is a snake concealed in 
the grass." — ^There is a lurking danger before you, which 
you do not immediately perceivCi 

Latitat Law Lat. — " He lurks." — ^A writ of simmions 
issuing from the Queen's Bench, which by a fiction states 
the defendant to be in a state of conceahnent. 

Laudari a viro laudato. Lat. — "To be praised by a man, 
himself deserving of praise." — ^This is certainly the most 
valuable species of commendation. 
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Laudato ingentia rura — ewiguwn eoUto, Lat. Vina. — 
'^Bestow your praise upon large domains, but your 
preference on a small estate/' — ^The latter, to a contented 
mind, is likely to produce the greatest share of happiness. 

« 
Laudator temporis acti, Lat. Hob. — " A praiser of the times 
which are past.'' — ^An old man who commends nothing 
but what he has seen in his early days. 

La veriti ne fait pas autant de hien darhs le monde, que ses 
apparences y/ont de maL Fr. — " Truth does not so much 
good in the world, as its appearances do of mischief." — 
The deceit and hypocrisy of men are the prime sources of 
evil in the moral world. 

La vertu dans Findigence est comnie un vayageur, que le vent et 
Ul pluie contraignent de s^envelloper de son tnanteau. Fr. 
Prov. — "Virtue in indigence is like a traveller who is 
compelled, by the wind and rain, to wrap himself up in his 
cloak." — ^Li this situation the virtuous man is overlooked, 
and the passing world is heedless of his proportions and 
qualifications. 

La vertu n'troit pas si loin, si la vaniti ne lui ienoit compagnie. 
Fr. RocHEFoucAXJLT. — "Virtue would not go so far, if 
vanity did not bear it company." — ^We are forwarded in 
our best 'actions by a secret wish to gain the good opinion 
of others. 

Lau8 Deo. Lat.— "Praise be to God."— Motto of Sc. 
Viscount Arbuthnot. 

Le beau monde. Fr. — " The gay or fashionable world." 
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Le bim ne seJbU jamais tmetw, que lore qu'il fl^pire Untement. 
Fr. Db Moy. — " Good is never effected more happily than 
when it is produced slowly." — Sudden revolutions, either 
in the affidrs of empires or of individuals, are seldom pro- 
ductive of beneficial consequence^. 

Le banheur ou le malheur dea hommes ne depend pas mains de 
kur humeur, que de la fortune, Fr. Rochefoucault.— 
''The good or bad fortune of men depends as much on their 
own disposition, as on chance.". 

Le bonheur ot$ le malheur vont d^ardinaire a ceux qui ont leplus 
de Fun ou de V autre. Fr. Bochkfoucault. — " Gbod and 
bad fortune are found severally to visit those who have the 
most of the one or the ot^ier." — ^The prosperous man has in 
general nothing but lucky additions ; whilst those in ad- 
versity, find only new visitations of misfortune. 

Le bonheur de Phomme en cette vie ne consiste pas a Ure sans 
passions : U consiste a en itre le maitre. Fr. — " The hap- 
piness of man in this life does not consist in the absence, 
but in the mastery of his passions." 

Le ban temps viendra. Fr. — " The good time will come." — 
Motto of Earl Harooxirt. 

Le ccmr dWnefemme est un vrai miroir qui reqoit toutes sortes 
d^otjets sans s^attacher a pas un, Fr. — " The heart of a 
woman is a real mirror, which reflects every object without 
attaching itself to any." — ^This image conveys a strong, 
though we must hope not always, a just reflection on the 
caprice and mutability of the fairer sex. 
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Le contr&t de Oouvemment est teUement dessauspar le despotisme, 
que le de^pote est le maitre qu^auasi long-temps quHl est le 
plus fort; et que sitot qu'(m pent Vexpvher il n^apoird a re- 
clamer centre la violence. Fr. Roussbau. — " The contract 
of Government is so far dissolved by despotism, that the 
despot only retains his mastery whilst he continues the 
more strong; and when it is found possible to expel him, 
he has no right to protest against the violence of the 
measure." 

Le dessous de cartes, Fr. — " The lower side of the cards." — 
11 est au dessous des cartes — ^he sees the faces of the cards — 
he is in the secret. 

Le diahle est aux mches, Fr. — " The devil is in the cows." 
— ^There is the devil to pay. 

Legis constructio nonfa>cit ir^uriam. Lat, Law Max. — "The 
interpretative construction of the law shall wrong no per- 
son." — ^If a person, for instance, grants away all his goods 
and chattels, those of which he is possessed as an executor 
shall not pass, for that would be a wrong to the estate of 
the testator. 

Le grand ceuvre, Fr. — "The great work." — ^That is, the 
Philosopher's Stone. 



Lejeu est le fils d^avarice, et le pSre du desespoir. Fr. Prov. 
— " Quming is the son of avarice, and the father of despair." 

Le jeu n'en vaut pas la chandelle. Fr. Prov. — " The game 
is not worth the candles." — ^The object which you aim at 
is not worthy of your expense or labour. 
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VElevation est au merite, ce que la parure est aux Mice 
personnea. Ft, — "Elevation is to merit, what drees is to 
handsome persons.** — It adorns and sets oflf that excellence 
of which it forms no constituent part. 

Le merite est souvent un obstacle d la fortune, et la raison de 
cela c^est quHl produit tot^ours deuso mauvais effets^ Vernne et 
la crainte. Fr. — " Merit is often an obstacle to success, 
and the reason is, that it ever produces two bad effects, 
envy and fear;" — envy from those who cannot reach 
the same effort, and fear firom those whom it may possibly 
supplant. 

Le mieux est Fennemi du bien, Fr. — " The best, is the enemy 
of welL** — ^We lose our present advantages, in seeking 
after those which are unattainable. 

Le moineau en la main vatd mietMo que Vote qui vole, Fr. Prov. 
— " A sparrow in the hand is better than a goose on the 
wing." — "A bird in the hand," &c. 

Le nuynde est le Uvre des /emmes. Fr. Rousseau. — " The 
world is the book of women." — ^They generally profit more 
£rom observation than from reading. 

Le mot d'enigme. Fr. — " The word of the enigma." — ^The 
key of the mystery. 

Le moyen leplus s&r de se consoler de totU ce qui peut arriver^ 
c'est d'attendre toufours au pire. Fr. — " The most certain 
consolation against all that can happen, is always to expect 
the worst." — ^Those, whose hopes are too much buoyed up, 
have always to meet the severest mortification. 

U empire des lettres. Fr. — " The republic of letters." 

M 
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LenUer, ex merito qmdquid patiare ferendum esty 

QiuB tenit indigni pwna dolenda tfenit Lat. Ovin. 

" That which is deservedly suffered may be borne with 
calmness, but when the pain is unmerited, the grief is 
resistless." — ^The poet is justifying his own strong feelings 
on haying been banished, as he states, without having 
deserved that punishment. 



L' ennui du beau amine iegout du etngulier, Fr. Prov. — " A 
disgust of that which is proper leads to a taste of singu- 
larity." — ^Men who are tired of conforming to established 
modes and habits, take up new ones of their own, and 
since they cannot otherwise distinguish themselves, claim 
a notice from their affected peculiarities. 



Leonina societae, Lat. — "A lions company.^' — ^That dan- 
gerous association where the whole of the prey is 
monopolized by the strongest and most powerful. 



Lepaya du mariage a cela de particulier que lee etrangers out 
enme de Vhabiter^ et lee hahitana natureU voudroient en etre 
exiles, Fr, Montaigne. — " The land of marriage has this 
peculiarity, that strangers are desiro\is of inhabiting iU 
whilst its natural inhabitants would willingly be banished 
from thence/' — ^This is a sarcasm upon matrimony, which 
unfortunately, in many oases, is not more biting than just. 



Leplus lent a promettre est tm^ours le pluefidkle d tenir, Fr. 
Rousseau. — ** The man who is most slow in promising is 
most sure to keep his word.'' 
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Le plue sage est celui qui nepense paint Fitre. Fr. Boilbau. 
— *' The wisest man, in general, is he who does not think 
that he is so." — ^The truly wise bear with them a con- 
sciousness of their own failings. 

Le present est pour ceux qui jauissent ; Favenir pour ceux qui 
souffirewt. Fr. — " The present is for those who enjoy, the 
future for those who suffer." 

Le rufus^ des huanges est souvent un desir d'etre hui deux 
fois, Fr, — " The reAisal of praise often intimates 
nothing more than that the praise is regarded as insuffi- 
cient ;'' — and, of course, that a double portion would bo 
more acceptable. An honest mind will fairly take the 
eulogy which is due ; a vain one will inhale the incense of 
flattery almost to suffocation. 

Le Roi le veut Fr.— "The King wills it."— Motto of Lord 
Clifford. 

Le Roi s^avisera, Fr. — " The King will consider." — These 
are phrases derived from the Normans, by which the King 
either gives his sanction to an act, or postpones his assent. 
The latter is disused in practice. 

Le Roi et FStat. Fr.— " The King and the State."— Motto of 
£. Ashbumham. 

Les amertutnes sont en morale ce que sont les amers en 
medicine. Fr. — " Misfortunes are in morals what bitters are 
in medicine." — ^They are equally disagreeable in the first 
instance, but act in the same manner as corroborants. 

Les cartes sont brouillis. Fr. — "The cards are mixed." — 
There is a violent misunderstanding. 

M S 
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Les consolations indiscrites ne sont qu^aigrir Us tnolentes 
afflictions, Fr. Rousseau. — " Consolation^ when improperly 
administered, does but irritate the affliction/' 

Les esprits mecUoeres condamnent d' ordinaire tout ce qui passe 
leur porUe. Fr. Bochefoucault. — "Men of confined 
understandings, in general, find fault with everything 
which is beyond their comprehension.'" 

Les grands homtnes ne se boment jamais dams leur desseins. 
Fr. BoUHouBS. — "Great men never limit themselves in 
their plans.'' — ^They extend them beyond the reach of 
ordinary capacities. 

Le sage entend a demi mot Fr. — "The sensible man 
understands half a word.'' — ^He can take a brief intimation. 

Le sage songe avant que depalar a ce qu'U doit dire; le foti 
parte, et ensuite songe a ce qu'il a dtt. Fr. Prov. — " A wise 
man thinks before he speaks ; but a fool speaks, and then 
thinks of what he has been saying." 

Le sgawir Juire. Fr. — "The knowledge how to act.*' — 
Address, subtlety. 

Le sgavoir vivre. Fr. — " The knowledge how to live." — ^An 
acquaintance with life and manners. 

Les doux yeux. Fr. — " Soft or amorous glances.'' 

Le secret d^ennuyer est cdui de tout dire. Fr. Voltaike. — 
" The secret of tiring and disgusting is to say all that can 
be said." — ^Applied to those dull plodding writers, who think 
it necessary to exhaust their subject, without leaving 
anything to be supplied by the judgment or imagination 
of their readers. 
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Les eaux sont basses chez lui. Fr. — '* The waters are low with 
him." — ^His resources are exhausted. 

Les femmes peuvent Unit, parcequ^eUes gouvement lespersonnes 
quigouvement totis. Fr. Prov. — "Women can do every- 
thing because they rule those who conunand everything." 

Les femmes sont extremes; eUes sont meiUeurs ou pires que les 
hommes, Fr. La Bruyeke. — " The character of women is 
in the extremes. They are always better x)r worse than 
men." 

Les fous font des festins, et les sages les mangent. Fr. Prov. 
— " Fools make feasts^ and wise men eat them." 

Les gens 'qui ont peu ^affaires sont de tres grand parleurs. 
Moins ou pense, plus ou park. Fr. Montesquieu. — " Men 
who have little business are great talkers. The more one 
thinks^ the l^ss one speaks." — ^Thus it is observed, that 
women, who have little to do with business^ are most 
flippant in their discourse. 

Les grands noms abaissent, au lieu d'elever, ceux qui ne les savent 
pas soutenir, Fr. Rochbfoucault. — " Groat names debase, 
instead of raising, those who know not how to sustain 
them." — ^A title stained by vice, or degraded by ignorance, 
is but a higher claim to in&my. 

Les hommes sont igaux, ce v! est point la naissance. 

C'esi la seule vertu qui fait la difference. Fr. Voltaire. 
" All men are equal ; it is not birth, it is virtue alone that 
makes the difference." — This is the only proper ground on 
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which the much contested doctrine of equality can be 
founded ; including, however, the principle of eqtMl rights. 

Les hommes sont la cause que les fetnmea ne 8*aiment point 
Fr. La Bruyere. — " It is the men that cause the women 
to dislike each other." 



Le silence est le parti le plus siir de celui, qui ee defie de soi- 
mSme. Fr. Rochefoucault. — " To be silent is the safest 
choice for the man who distrusts his own powers." — ^He 
will in that case be insured against incurring disgrace. 

Les jeunes gens disent ce qui fonty les vieUards ce qu'ils on f ait, 
et le sots ce qu'ils orU envie de faire. Fr. — " Yoimg folks 
tell what they do, old ones what they have done, and fools 
what they wish to do." 

Les malh&ureuw, qui ont de V esprit , trouvent des resources en eux- 
mimes. Fr. Bouhoijrs. — " The unfortunate men of genius 
find resources in themselves." — ^They have that within, 
which tends to console them for the neglect of the world. 

Les Moeurs. Fr. — " Manners or morals." — Neither of these 
Fnglish words, however, convey the idea of the original, 
" Manners " comprehending too little, and " Morals " too 
much. The ingenious Author of the **WorW defines it 
thus : " A general exterior, decency, fitness, and propriety 
of conduct, in the common intercourse of life," 

Les muraiUes ont des oreilies, Fr. — " Walls have ears." — Be 
cautious how you speak. 
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Le acleil ni la mart nepeuvent se regarder fixement Ft. Roche- 
FoucAULT. — ** Neither the sun or death can'be looked upon 
with fixed attention." — ^The same eflfect is produced by 
different causes : the brilliancy of the former dazzles the 
eye^ and the horrors of the latter distract the contem- 
plation. 

Z^es passions sont les vents qui font aUer notre misseau, et la 
raison est le pUote qui le conduit; le misseau niroit point 
sans les vents, et se pet'droit sans le pilote. Fr. — "The 
passions are the winds which urge our vessel forward, and 
reason is the pilot which steers it ; the vessel could not 
advance without the winds, and without the pilot it would 
be lost.'* 

VEsperance est le songe d'un homme eveUU. Fr, Prov. — 
" Hope is the dream of a man awake." — ^It is properly 
called a dream, because it is allied, not with the judgment, 
but with the imagination. 

L'Esprit a son ordre qui est par principes et demonstrations : 
le cceur en a un autre. Fr. Pascal. — " The mind has its 
arrangement; it proceeds from principles to demonstra- 
tions. The heart has a different mode of proceeding." — 
Lovers conclude first, and reason afterwards. 

L'Esprit est totyours la dupe du oceur. Fr. Bochefoucault. 
— " The understanding is ever the dupe of the heart." — 
Our feelings are in general sure to get the better of our 
reason. 

U Esprit ressenMe aux coquettes ; oeux qui courent apres lui 
sont ceux qu'U favorise le mains. Fr. — "Wit is like a 
coquette. Those who run after it, are those the least 
favoured." — ^Those who laboriously hunt after wit, gene- 
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rally find themselves deluded in the pursuit; it is an 
electric flash, which comes unbidden by any previous soli- 
citation. 

Les quereUea ne dureroient pas longtems, si le tort n'etoU que 
d'un coti. Fr. Bochefoucault. — ** Disputes would not 
continue so long, if the wrong lay but on one side." — ^As 
both parties, generally speaking, are in fault, the dispute 
is prolonged by their mutual recriminations. 

Les terns present est gros de Vavenir, Fr. Leibnitz. — " The 
present time is big with the future." — Great events are in 
the womb of time. 

Le travail iloigne de nous trois grands mau^, Fennui, le vice^ et 
le besoin. Fr. Voltairb. — ** Labour rids us of three great 
evils-'irksomeness, vice, and poverty." 

Le travail du corps delivre des peines de Vesprit ; et c*est ce que 
rend les pauvres heureuw. Fr. Rochbfoucault. — " The 
labour of the body relieves us firom the fatigues of the 
mind, and this it is which forms the happiness of the 
poor." 

Les vertus se perdent dans Vintiret, oomme les fieuves se per- 
dent dans la mer. Fr. Rochefoucault. — " Our virtues 
lose themselves in our interests, as the rivers lose them- 
selves in the ocean." 

Levius fit paUentia 



Quicquid corrigere est nefas. Lat Horace. 
— " Patience makes that more tolerable, which it is impos- 
sible to prevent or remove." — ^In the homely language of 
our proverb—** What can't be cured, must be endured." 
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Le vent du bureau est ban. Fr. — " The o£Soial wind is good." 
— ^Things take a favoxirable turn. 

Levia perpessi simus 



Siflendapatimur. Lat. Seneca. 

" We have suffered but lightly^ if we have suffered that 
which we should only weep for." — ^We have been so deeply 
injured, that not our tears but our acts must speak for us. 

Leve Jit quod bene fertur onus. Lat. Ovid. — " That load 
becomes light which is cheerfully borne." — If the spirits 
are buoyant, they diminish in a great degree the weight of 
suffering. 

Levis est dolor qui capere concilium potest. Lat. — " Seneca. 
— "That grief is light which can take coimseL" — On 
excessive grief all advice is thrown away. 

Levius solei timere qui propius timet. Lat. Seneca. — " He 
fears less who fears more nearly." — Our apprehensions in 
general diminish with the approach of the object. 

Le vrai mMte ne depend point du terns ni de la mode. Fr. 
Prov. — ** True merit depends not on the time or on the 
fashion." — It avails itself not of modes or opinions, but 
rests securely on its intrinsic strength. 

Le vrai moyen d'Hre trompk^ c'est de se croireplus fin que les 
autres. Fr. Rochefoucault. — " The sure mode of being 
deceived, is to believe ourselves to be more cunning than 
the rest of the world. 

Lex neminem cogit ad impossibilia. Lat. Law Maxim. — 
" The law compels no man to impossibilities." — Thus the 
condition of a bond to go to Vienna or Constantinople in a 
few hours, would be void from its impossibility. 
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Lex talian%8. Lat. — " The law of retaliation." — ^The law of 
requital in kind — as alluded to in the Scriptures of " an 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth," &c. 

Lex terrcB, Lat. — " The law of the land." — Taken generally 
in contradistinotion to the civil law, or code of Justinian. 

L* Homme est tot^'owe V enfant, et Pen/ant toujours Vhomme. 
Fr. Prov. — " The man is always the child, and the child is 
always the man." — The youth in general bespeaks what 
the man will be, and the man retraces to our mind what 
he had promised in his early years. 

L' Homme n'est jamais moms niis&rable que quandUparoit 
depourvu de tout Fr. Bousseau. — " Man is never less 
miserable than when he appears to be deprived of 
everything." 

L' Honneur acquis est un caution de celui qu'on doit acquerir. 
Fr. RocHEFOUCAULT. — "The honour which a man has 
acquired is a pledge for that which he is afterwards to 
acquire." — When a person has obtained a certain degree of 
repute, he is less likely to mingle anything unworthy 
in his subsequent pursuits. 

L^Hypocrisie est un hommage que le vice rend a la vertu. Fr. 
RocHEFOUCAULT. — "Hypocrisy is an homage which vice 
renders to virtue.'' — Vicious men put on a mask, as being 
ashamed of appearing to the world in the features of their 
own consciousnesa 

Libertas, Lat. — "Liberty." — Motto of the li. Baron 
Carbery. 
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Libertas el natale solum. Lat. — "Liberty and my native 
8oiL" — ^This was the motto, which, when assumed by a 
new-made Irish Peer, gave birth to the rhyming line 
of Swift, 

" Fine Words, I wander whwe he stole 'em." 

Libertas est potestaa fadundi id quod jure liceat. Lat. 
CiCEBO. — "Liberty consists in the power of doing that 
which is permitted by the law." — ^This is certainly a just 
definition. There cannot be rational freedom, where there 
are arbitrary restraints. 

Libertas ultima Mundi 

Quo steterit ferienda hco. Lat. Lucan. 

" The remaining liberty of the world, in that precise place, 
was to be smitten and destroyed." — ^This is the sentiment 
attributed by the i)oet to Caesar. It has been used in many 
a subsequent struggle for freedom, which it has been said, 
" if there subdued, could never revive." Factions, how- 
ever, are temporary, but principles are everlasting. 

Libert^ toute entikre. Fr. — " Liberty complete." — Motto of 
the Ir. Earl of Lanesborough. 

Licet superbus ambuies pecumce 
Fortuna Hon mutat genus, Lat. Horace. 

" Though you strut proud of your money, yet fortune has 
not changed your birth." — Addressed to a wealthy upstart. 

Licuit semperque licebit 

Parcere personis, dicere ne vitiis. Lat. 

" It has been, and ever will be, lawful to attack vice, 
sparing at the same time the individual." — Or, as thus 
translated : 

" The best and surest method of advice 
Should spare the person, tho' it brairds the vice." 

Burton's " Anat. of Melancholy." 
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Lima labor ac mora. Lat — ** The laboxir and delay of Ae 
file.** — ^The slow process of polishing a literary production. 
This is a process now nearly forgotten. " Most men write 
now/* Lord Oxford says, " as if they expected that their 
works should live no more than a month." 

U Imagination goMope, le jugement nef?aque la pas, Fr. — 
"The imagination gallops, the judgment only goes" a 
foot-pace." — ^The former anticipates the conclusion which 
the latter awaits in sober leisure. 

L* Industrie des Homm^ s*epuise a hriguer les charges; il ne 
leur en reste plm pour en remplir les devoirs, Fr. 
D'Alembert. — "The industry of men is now so far 
exhausted in canvassing for places, that none is left for 
fulfilling the duties of them." — ^This maxim is so self- 
evident with respect to the majority of courtiers, that we 
apprehend it may pass without a comment 

Lingua maU pars pessima servi. Lat. Juvenal. — " The 
tongue is the worst part of a bad servant." — Their 
calumny surpasses all their other faults. 

LUera scripta manet. Lat. — " The written letter remains." 
— ^Words may pass away and be forgotten, but that which 
is committed to writing, will remain as evidence. 

Littus ama, aitum alii teneant. Lat. Virg. — " Dq you keep 
close to the shore, let others venture on the deep." — 
Consult your own safety, and let others indulge in the 
spirit of adventure. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LI — ^LO DICTIONARY OP QUOTATIONS. 173 

Liffre rouge. Ft. — " The red book." — ^The increased and 
increasing history of places and pensions. 

Locum tenens. Lat. — " One who holds the place of another." 
- — A deputy ; a substitute. 

Loct48 sigiUi. Lat. — " The place of the seal." — ^Denoted by 
L. S. on all diplomatic papers. 

L'on eapire de vteUir^ et Von craint la vielesse : c'est d dire on 
aime la vie, et on fuit la mart, Fr. La Bruterb. — " We 
hope to get old, and yet are afraid of age : in other words, 
we are in love with life, and wish to fly from the thoughts 
of mortality." 

Longa eat injuria, long(B 
Ambages* Lat. Virgil. 

" The account of this injury is rather long, and the parti- 
culars tedious." — ^Used as an apology in recounting one's 
own wrongs. 

Longum iter est per prcecepta, breve et efficax per exempla. 
Lat. Seneca. — " Even the wisest counsels make their way 
but slowly : the effect of good example is more summary 
and effectual." 

Hon ne vaut dans ce monde que ce que Von veut valoir. Fr. 
La Brutere. — " Every man is valued in this world as he 
shews by his conduct that he wishes to be valued." 

L'orgeuU ne veut pas devoir, et Vamour-propre ne veut pas 
payer. Fr. Rochefoucaxjlt. — " Pride wishes not to owe, 
and self-love is unwilling to pay" 
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Lmer Us Princes des terius qu'Us n^ant pas, c'est leur dire 
impunement des infures. Fr. Rochbfoucault. — "To praise 
Princes for virtues which they have not, is to reproach 
them with impunity." 

Loyal devoir. Fr. — " Loyal duty." — ^Motto of Lord Car- 
teret. 

LoyaJ je serai durant ma vie. Fr. — " I shall be loyal during 
my life/' — ^Motto of Lord Stourt. . 

LoyauU n'a horUe. Fr. — " Lojralty has no shan^." — Motto 
of the Buke of Newcastle. 

Loyautk m'oblige. Fr. — " Loyalty binds me.^' — ^Motto of the 
Duke of Ancaster. 

Lubricum lingua nan facile in pcenam est trahendum. Lat. 
Law Max. — "A light expression (or as it is familiarly 
called * a slip of the tongue/) is not easily punishable." — 
Words of heat, as to call a man rogue, knave, &c., will bear 
no action at law, unless they are specifically applied, as — 
in such an affair — ^to a certain person, &c. 

Ludna sine concvhitu. Lat. — " Childbirth from a woman 
who has had no intercourse with man." — ^The possibility of 
such an occurrence was at one time stoutly but absurdly 
maintained. The phrase is now used only in a ludicrous 
sense, to mark the birth of a child, unprefaced by the rites 
of matrimony. 

Lucri bonvs odor ex re qualibet. Lat. — " The smell of gain 
is good» from whatever it proceeds." — ^This was the answer 
of Vespasian to his son litus, when the latter reproached 
him with having laid a. tax on urine. 
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Lucus a rum lucendo. Lat. — ^The word " lucus" a grove, is 
derived £rom, "Itccere/^ to shine, because the rays of the 
sun are supposed rarely to penetrate through its foliage. 
The phrase is generally used to mark an absurd or dis- 
cordant etymology. 

Ludere ctmi sacris, Lat. — " To trifle with sacred things." — 
To jest profanely on consecrated matters. 

Ltidit in humanie dimna potentia rehm, 
Et certain prwsens tnx habet hora fidem, 

Lat. Ovid. 
" The powers above seem to sport with human affairs, so 
that we can scarcely be assured of the hour which is 
passing." 

Lugete Veneres Cupidinesqae, Lat. Catullus. — " Weep all 
ye Venuses and Cupids." — Mourn all ye Loves and 
Graces. This quotation is generally used in an ironical 
sense. 

Vune des marques de la mediocriU de V esprit est de tovjours 
conter. Fr. La Bruyerb. — " One of the marks of medio- 
crity of understanding, is to be fond of telling long stories." 

Lupus pUum mutat non mentem. Lat. Prov. — "The wolf 
changes his coat, but not his disposition." — No change of 
appearance can alter that which if/ radically perverse. 

i' Usage Jriquent des finesses est tovjours Veffet d!une grande 
incapa^citk, et la marque d'un petit isprit. Fr. — "The 
frequent use of artifices and cunning is ever the effect of 
incapacity, and the mark of a narrow mind." — A man of 
talent takes in the whole of a business at a single view, 
and proceeds directly to his end : those in general advance 
circuitously who are not certain either of their end, or of 
their means. 
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MaHe Hrtmte. ImL Vno.— " Proeeed in virtiie."— In ga^ml 
^ nflediitynkaDy, as we sneeringlyssy, "Ooon ftndpioqKr.'' 

Moffider artis ingeimque largitor 

Vernier. ImL Pkbsius. 

** The beOj is the teacl^r of artB» and the beB t owcr of 
genius.'' — ^Hunger or neoeesity is the mother ci inToition. 

MagitlraUu indicat vintm, Lat — ^''llie magistrate shews 
the man."— Motto fd the Eari fd Tionsdale. 

Magna Charta. Lat— "The Great Charter."— The charts 
of our liberties obtained firam King Jdm, hy the Barons 
of England, Ann. 1215. 

Magna est reriUu ei pratfclML Lat^^The truth is most 
poweifiil* and will ultimately preraiL 

Magna mrviiuM ett magna forhma. Lat Ssheca. — ^" A great 
fortune is a great slavery." — ^It brings with it many pecu- 
liar bardens and inoonTenienoea 



MagnoM inter ope$ inope. Lat Horace.-^'' Poor in the midst 
of the greatest wealth." — ^A just description of a rich 
miser. 

Magm eti ingemi reroeare mentem a sensibuSj et cogUationem 
a eonsmetudine dbdueere. CicKsa Thsc di^,-^*^ It is a 
proof of great talents to be able to recall the mind finom 
the senses, and to separate thought finom habit" — ^There is 
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much difficulty in leading men to reason abstractedly with 
respect to objects, which have been rendered familiar by 
long usuage. 

Magni nominia umbra. Lat. Lucan. — "The shadow of a 
mighty name." — ^Applied to the man who inherits the 
name .or title of a great ancestor, but without aay indica- 
tion of greatness in himself. 

Magni refert quibuscum vuceris. Lat. Prov. — " It is matter of 
importance to know with whom you live.*' — ^This corres- 
ponds with the Spanish proverb — " Tell me what company 
you keep, and I will tell you who you are." 

Magno conatu magncK nugas. Lat. Terbnce. — "By great 
efforts to obtain great trifles." — ^To waste much labour on 
inadequate objects. 

Magnos homines mrtute metimur non /orttmd, Lat. Corn. 
Nbp. — *' We estimate great men by their virtue (or valour) 
and not by their success." — ^This is unhappily the philo- 
sophic but not the worldly admeasurement. Men now 
look less to the means than to the end, and it is . the 
absolute result which, generally speaking, stamps the 
character. 

Magnum est argumentum in utroque fuisse moderatum. Lat. — 
"It is a great argument in favour of a man, that when 
placed in different situations, he displayed in each the 
same spirit of moderation.'* 

Magnum est vectigal parsimonia, Lat. Cicero. — " (Economy 
is of itself a great revenue.'* — ^Many men get rich by their 
savings, rather than by their gains. 

N 
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MaifUien le droit. Fr. — '' Maintain the right.'* — ^The motto of 
Lord ChandoB. 

Maison de viOe, Fr. — " The town-house.'' — ^The place where 
monicipal justice is distributed. 

Maiire des hautes (euvres. Fr. — " The master of the high 
works." — ^The hangman. 

Maiire de basses (etwres. Fr. — "The master of the low 
works." — ^The nightman. 

Mqfor e longinquo reverentia. Lat. — "Respect is greater 
when coming from a distance." — ^The persons and objects 
with which we are familiar seldom excite a high degree of 
reyerenoe. No man, it has been well observed, was ever a 
hero in the view of his mlet de ckmnbre. 

' Major famcB sitis eat quam 

Virtutis ; quis enim virtutem amplectitur ipsam 

Prcemia si toUas. Lat. Jutenal. 

" The thirst for fame is greater than that of virtue ; for 

who woxdd embrace virtue itself, if you take away its 

rewards P " — ^More are in love with the character of virtue, 

than with virtue itself. 

Major hcBreditas vefM unicuique nostrum a jure et kgibtis, qu<im 
a parentibus. Lat. Cicero. 

"A greater inheritance comes to each of us from our 
rights and laws, than from our parents." — ^The security 
which we enjoy firom the protection of the laws, when well 
administered, is the most valuable possession we derive 
from our ancestors. 

>^ Mala grammatica rum vitiat chartam. Lat. Law Maxim. — 
" Bad grammar does not vitiate the deed.'' — ^An error in 
the language is not to be regarded, if it does not involve 
some ambiguity. 
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' Male cuncta nUnistrai 



Impetus. Lat. 

"Anger manages every thing badly/'— We seldom act 

rightly when under the dominion of passion. 

Maledicus a malefico non distcU nisi occasione. Lat. Quin- 
TiLiAN. — " An evil sayer diflFers only from an evil doer in the 
want of opportunity.'*— The difference is but slight between 
a calumniator and an assassin. 

Mak imperando summum imperium amittitur. Lat. Syrus. 

" The greatest empire may be lost by the misrule of its 
governors. *' — ^A political maxim, the truth of which has 
been proved in every age and country. 

Male parta male dilabuntur. Lat. Plautus. — "Things ill- 
acquired, are as badly expended.'*-" What's got over the 
devil's back," &c. 

Male verum examinat omnia 

Corruptm judex, Lat. Horace. 

"A corrupt judge is not qualified to enquire into the 
truth." — ^This truism is often directed against an adversary 
who is supposed to be imder imdue influence. 

Malim inquietam libertatem quam quietum servitium. Lat. — 
"I would rather have a disturbed liberty than a quiet 
slavery." — Th0 ferment oi a free, is preferable to lie 
torpor of a despotic government. 

Malo indisertam prudentiam, quam loqtiacem stuUitiam. 
Lat. Cicero. — ^**I prefer silent prudence to loquacious 
folly." — ^That sober sense, which neither wants nor culti- 
vates the flowers of speech, is infinitely preferable to all 
the coarse fluency of igncmtnce. 

N 2 
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Malo mihi male quam moUiter esse. Lat. Seneca. — " I would 
rather be sick than idle/' — ^The evil of a slight indisposi- 
tion is transient ; the mischiefs of idleness, once rooted, 
are incurable. 

Malo mori qnami foedari. Lat. — " I had rather die than be 
debased.'* — ^The motto of the Ir. Earl of Athlone and of 
Vise. Blingsland. 

Malorum fadnorum ministri quasi exprdbantes a^iciuntur. 
Lat. Tacitus — *' The agents in evil actions are in every 
instance regarded as reproaching the deed."^ — ^There is a 
jealousy between the principals and the agents on such 
occasions, which is productive, and that in a very early 
stage, of mutual contempt and of mutual distrust. 

Malum in se. Lat. — '*A thing evil in itself.'' — Malum 
prohibitum. — " A thing evil because forbidden." — ^To illus- 
trate the legal distinction between those two species of evil, 
it is only necessary to observe that murder is '* an evil in 
itself." — The exportation of wool, commonly Called 
" owling," was not punishable as an evil until it was \)ro- 
hibited by the law. 

Malum vas non frangiiur. Lat. Prov. — "A bad vessel is 
seldom broken." — ^Things which are held most cheaply, 
are in general the most secxired from danger. 

Mandamus. Law Lat — "We order." — ^A writ which issues 
out of the Queen's Bench, sent to a Corporation, com- 
manding them to restore or admit a person to an office, &c. 
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Manebant vesUgia morientis libertatia. Lat Tacitus. — " There 
stiU remained the traces of expiring liberty." — ^Though 
the people were oppressed, the spirit of fireedom was not 
utterly extinguished. 

Manet aUa mente repostum. Lat. Virgil. — " It re- 



mains deeply fixed in the mind.*' — ^This phrase, by which 
the poet describes the inveterate resentment of Juno, is 
now frequently used to denote a long embosomed sense of 
injury. 

Manibus pedibusque. Lat. — " With hands and feet." — ^It was 
a struggle manibus pedibusque; or, as we shoidd express it 
in English, " With tooth and naiL" 

Manu forte. Lat. — " With a brave arm." — ^Motto of the 
Scotch Baron Keay. 

Manns hcec inimica tyrannis. Lat. — " This hand is hostile to 
tyrants." — ^The motto of Lord Carysfort. 

Mantis justa nardus. Lat. — ^' The just hand is as precious 
ointment." — ^The motto of the Irish Vise. Maynard. 

Manus manum fricat. Lat. Prov. — " One hand rubs the 
other." — ^Applied to two persons who gratify the vanity, or 
forward the views of each other by mutual adulation. 
The sense is much the same as that of the homely English 
proverb, " Do you tickle me, and I'll tickle you." 

Marchandise qui plait est d demi vendue. Fr. Prov. — " The 
goods which please are already half-sold." — ^We have a 
corresponding proverb in EngHsh — "Please the eye and 
pick the purse." 
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Marie ton fib quand tu voadra^ maU ta JiUe quand tu pourra. 
Fr. Prov. — " Marry your son when you will, and your 
daughter when you can/^ — Get rid of the latter precarious 
charge as soon as possible. 

Marqui du ban coin. Fr. — " Marked with a good stamp." — 
Possessed of superior qualities. 

Mars gravior 9ub pace latet Lat. Claxjdian. — " A severer 
war lurks under the shew of peace.'* 

Matef* famili&a, Lat, — ** The mother of a family." 

Materiam mperabat opm. Lat. Ovid. — "The workmanship 
surpassed the materials."'— This is applied either to great 
genius employed on a slight subject, or to that mechanical 
ingenuity which, when employed upon, can heighten the 
value even of the most precious materials. 

Mature fioB senex. Lat. — " May you early prove an old 
man." — ^May you learn the wisdom of age long before you 
are depress^ with its infirmities. 

Maumiae honte. Fr. — "False shame," — ^Excessive bashful- 
fiilness or timidity. 

Maxima illecebra estpecoandi impunitatis spes. Lat. Cicero. — 
" The greatest incitement to guilt is the hope of sinning 
with impunity."^ — Li order to deter men from crimes, it is 
not so necessary that the puiusbment should be severe, as 
that it should be certain, 

Mawimm in minimis, Lat. -^^ Very great in very little 
things." — A studious attention to petty objects is the sure 
sign of a narrow mind. When Cardinal Chigi told another 
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mfimber of the eorp% diphmoHque that the same pen had 
served him for three years, he was instantly and properly 
set down, as a man whose mind was not ^framed for any 
enlarged or liberal discussion. 

Medio tuUmmua ibis. Lat. Ovid. — " You will advance most 
safely in the middle.'* — ^To consult your safety, you shoidd 
through life avoid all extremes. 

Mediocria firma. Lat. — "The middle station is the safest." 
— ^Motto of the Ir. Tisc. Grimston. 

Mediocribus esse poetis 

Non Dii, nan homines, non coneessere eolumnce. 

Lat. Horace. 
" Mediocrity is not allowed to poets, either by the gods, or 
men, or the pillars which sustain the booksellers' shops." — 
By this whimsical periphrase, the poet means simply to 
say, that mediocrity, which in other pursuits is respectable, 
in that of poetry is generally disregarded. 

Meglio i un megro aecordo, che un grassa sentenza. Prov. Ital. 
— " A lean assent is better than a fat sentence." — ^A simple 
grant of the favour requested, is better than an eloquent 
refusal. 

McXcni TO wav. GtT. Mdcte to pan. — " Care and industry do 
everything." — ^This was the saying of Periander, one of 
the seven sages of Oreece. To imceasing industry nothing 
is impracticable that is not physically impossible. 

Mel in ore, verba ladis, 
Fel in corde, fraus in factia. Lat. 

" Honey in his mouth, words of milk, 
• Ghdl in his heart, and fraud in his acts.'' 
These are monkish rhymes, in which a mischievous hypo- 
crite is not ill-described. 
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Melius est earere semper quam patiri semel, Lat. Prov. — " It 
is better to be always on our guard than to suffer once." 
— ^A life of caution is overpaid by the avoidance of one 
serious misfortune. 

Melius non tangere clamo. Lat. Horace. — " I cry out, it is 
better not to touch me." — ^This is the. language of the 
Satirist, who has his quiver full of defence. 

Memento mori. Lat. " Eemember Death." — ^He is a mere 
mefnento mori — ^he serves for nothing but to remind us of 
our mortality. 

Meminerunt omnia amantes. Lat. Ovid. — " Lovers remember 
every thing." — ^Nothing escapes their view or recollection. 

Metnorabilia. Lat. — " Things to be remembered." Matters 
deserving of record. 

Memorid in etemd. Lat. — " In eternal remembrance." — 
Motto of the Ir. Vise. Tracey. 

Mendidy mimi, baiatrones. Lat. Hor. — "Beggars, players^ 
and varlets," of every description. — ^A crowd or group of 
contemptible persons. 

Mene Sdlis placidi tniltum, fluctusque quietos 
Ignorare jubes ? mene huic confidere monstro ? 

Lat. ViRoiL. 
" Do you desire that I should not distrust the appearance - 
of the placid sea, and of the waves which are now quiet P • 
do you wish that I should confide in such a monster P" — 
Do you think that I am not on my guard against those 
deceitful appearances which are the sure forerunners of 
danger P 
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Mtivty atiie 9c<f. Gr. Mentfi aeide ^A^a.— "Sing goddess the 
anger.'* — -The first words of Homer's "Hiad,'' which are 
sometimes quoted to ridicule the affectation of scholarship. 

Mens conscia recti, Lat. — " A mind conscious of rectitude." 
— ^Motto of the Ir. Viscount Ashbrook and of Lord 
Macartney. 

Mem invicta manet. Lat. — "The mind remains imcon- 
quered.*' — ^The body may sink imder its sufferings, but 
the mind of a brave man will hold itself aloof, and despise 
the afflictions of adversity, and even the aggravations 
of torture. 

Mensque pati durum smtinet cegra nihil, Lat. Ovid. — "The 
sick mind cannot bear anything which is harsh.** — ^The 
mind of affliction is so sensitive, as to shrink from the 
slightest touch of offence. 

Mens Sana in corpore sano. Lat. Horace. — " A sound mind 
in a healthy body.** — ^The first and best wish which can 
present itself to a rational mind. 

Mens sibi conscia recti. Lat. Horace. — "A mind which is 
conscious to itself of rectitude.'' — The best support under 
suffering, and the best armour against calumny. 

Mensuraque juris 

Vis erat. Lat. Lucan. 

" And power was the only measure of right.** — ^This well 
describes a state of anarchy, where every man feels that 
what he can do, he may do. 

Meo sum pauper in (era. Lat. Horace. — " I am poor, but only 
in debt to myself.*' — If I have abridged my own comforts, 
my consolation is that I owe nothing to others. 
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ileum et tuum. Lat. — '^ Mine and yours.'' — ^It is a question 
of — meum et ^fnn— The dispute ib respecting the distinct 
rights of property. 

Mens mihi, sum cutque carus Lat. Plautus — " Mine is dear 
to me, and dear is his to every man." — ^Every one has his 
own prepossessions and predilections. 

Mezzo termine. Ital. — '*A middle line or middle course 
of conduct. 

Uieux vaut un *'tenez" que deux "^ Tawrcw." Fr. Prov. — 
One " take this " is better than two " thou shalt have." — 
This saying cannot be better explained than by our own 
proverb — " A bird in hand is worth two in the bush." 

3fifc» eurajuturi. Lat. — " My care is for the future life." — 
Motto of ihe It. Baron Ongley. 

MiUe hominum species et rerum discolor usus 

VeUe suum cuique est nee voto vivitur uno. Lat. Pbksius, 
** There are a thousand descriptions of men ; and their 
sense of things is various ; each has his own inclination, 
and the wishes of all cannot be the same." — ^Providence 
has ordained this diversity; were the choice of every 
individual the same, our contests must be perpetual. 

Minor est quam servus dominus, qui servos timet Lat. Prov. — 
'' That master is lower than a servant, who is in dread 
of his servants." 

Minus inparvos/ortunajurit 

Leviusqm fmi leviora Deus, Lat. Senbca. 

" The rage of fortune is less directed against the humble, 
and Providence strikes more lightly on the low." — ^Those 
of humble condition are exempt from the viojent reverses 
which frequently afflict their superiors. 
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Minuti 



8en^>er et infirmi est animi eadguique voluptaa 
Uttio. Lat. JuvBNAL. 

" Beyenge is always the pleasure of a little^ weak, and 
narrow mind/' — ^No man of an enlarged understanding 
indulges in so dark a passion. 

Minutiw. Lat. — "Trifles.** — ^To enter into minutuB — ^To 
discuss the most minute and trifling parts of the biisiness. 

Mirahile didu. Lat.—" Wonderful to tell." 

Miramur ex tntervallo faOentia. Lat — " We admire at a 
distance the things that deceive us.'' — Our sight is apt to 
misrepresent remote objects, but the deception yanishes on 
a nearer approach. 

Mirantur iacitiy ei dubio pro Jvbnine pendent. Lat. Statius. 
— " They stand in silent astonishment, and wait for the 
fall of the yet doubtful thunderbolt." — ^Used to describe a 
general apprehension and consternation. 

Mirum. Lat.— " Wonderful." 

Miece stuUitiam camiUis hrevem. Lat. Hobace. — " Mix short 
follies with wise counsels." — ^Let your moments of dissi- 
pation bear no proportion to those of sober reflection. 

Misera est magni custodia eensia, Lat. Juvenal. — "The 
care of a large estate is an unpleasant thing." — ^Even 
wealth itself brings with it its cares and inconveniences. 

Misera est servitus ubijua est aut vagwn atU incognUvm. Lat 
Law Maxim — " The servitude is there miserable, where 
the law is either vague or unknown." — ^In every good 
government, the laws should be precisely defined and 
generally promulgated. 
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Miaerrtma fortuna est quie inimtco caret. — ^* That is a most 
wretched fortune which is without an enemy." — His 
condition must be low indeed, who possesses not anything 
for which he can be envied. 

Miseris siLccurrere disco. Lat. Virg. — "I learn to relieve 
the wretched,'* — Shaving borne myself the scourge of 
affliction. 

Miseram pacem vel beUo bene mutari. Lat. Tacit. — "A 
peace may be so wretched as not to be ill-exchanged for 
war." — ^This can only apply to a war of self-defence, the 
calamities of which ought to be borne, in preference to the 
inflictions of an hostile neighbour. 

Miservm est cUiorum incumbere fanue. Lat. Juvenal. — " It 
is a wretched thing to live on the fame of others" — 
Nothing can be more pitiable than authors, who, without 
proper resources, assume a borrowed splendour from the 
talents of others. 

Mittimus. Law Lat. — " We send." — ^The writ by which a 
magistrate commits an offender to prison. 

MobUitate viget, et vires acquirit eundo. Lat. Virgil. — " It 
flourishes in its quickness of motion, and gains new 
strength in its progress." — ^The poet speaks of Fame or 
common Beport, which gathers strength as it proceeds, 
and swells, like the snow-ball, as it rolls along. 

Moderata durant Lat. Seneca. — " Moderate things last or 
continue." — ^tower, health, and faculties are all exhausted 
by excess. 
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Modeste tamen et circumspecto Judicio de tantia viris pronuncian- 
• dum est, ne quod plerisque accedit, damnent qum nan intellu 
gunt Lat. Quintilian. — " We should speak modestly and 
. with a circumspect judgment of such great men^ lest we 
should fall into the fault of many, who condemn that 
which they do not imderstand." — ^This is often used in re- 
probation of a shallow class of p<diticians, who, not being 
able to sound the depths of statesmen, condemn their 
measures, merely because they cannot fathom either their 
ends or means. 

Modeatice fama neque aummis mortalibm apernenda eat. Lat. 
Tacitus. — " Fame modestly courted is not to be despised 
by the highest characters." — ^They will not descend to low 
means in its pursuit, but when fairly earned it must be con- 
sidered a most gratifying attainment 

Modo me Thebis, modo ponit Athenia. Lat. Horace. — " He now 
places me at Thebes, and now at Athens." — ^This is used 
as a compliment to a great dramatic poet who can change 
his scene, and lose sight of the unities of time and place, 
without diminishing the interest which he has once excited. 

MoUia tempora fundi. Lat. Horace. — "The favourable occa- 
sions for speaking." — ^These the poet intimates are to be 
sought for with great men. That request may succeed at 
one time, which at another may be considered as an im- 
portunity. 

MolUter manus impoauit. Lat. Law Term. — " He but gently 
laid hands." — ^This phrase is used in a defence set up 
against an action or indictment for an assault — "He but 
gently laid hands " on the prosecutor, for the purpose of 
expelling him, as he had a right to do, from the premises. 
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Momenio mare vertitury 



Eodem die ubi buerunt, tMvigia sorberUur. Lat. Juvenal. 
'^ In a moment the sea is convulsed, and on the same day 
vessels are swallowed up where they lately sported on the 
waves/' — ^This is not confined in its application to the 
perils of the sea. It is equally applicable to the general 
vicissitude ol himian affidrs. 

Moniti meUori Bequamur. Lat. Vibg. — " Being admonished 
let us follow better things." — ^Having had the lessons of ex- 
perience, let our ftiture prudence attest their effects. 

Mondrum horrendum, informe, ingens, cut lumen ademptum, 
Lat. VntG. — " A horrid monster, gross and shapeless, and 
who had lost his sight.'* — ^This is the description given by 
Virgil of the GKant Polyphemus, when his one eye had 
been bored out by Ulysses. It is sometimes applied to an 
absurd proposition, conceived in ignorance, and brought 
forth by presumption. 

Moribus antiquis %tat Roma. Lat. — " Home stands by her an- 
cient morals." — She has preserved her stability by refusing 
to give way to innovation. 

Mox8 omnibus communis. Lat. — ''Death ia common to all 



men." 



Mors solafatetur^ 



Quantula sint hominum corpuscula. . Lat. Juvenal. 
" Death alone confesses how weak and feeble is the body 
of man." — ^It rests with death, to shew the weakness of 
ambition and the inanity of pride. 
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U(yr8 uttima Imea r&rum eiA. Lat. Horace. — '^ Death is the 
last boundary of human aficdrs/' — ^The speoulationfi of 
wealth and ambition are all bounded by the grave. 

Mortuo%oni et lepores imuUant Lat. — " Even hares can in- 
sult a dead lion.'' — ^The mightiest of the dead mity be 
insulted by the weakest of the living. 

M&t du guet. Fr. — " A watch word.'* 

MoU cPiAsage, Fr. — " Words of usage.'* — ^Phrases in com- 
mon use. 

Moveo et propitior. Lat. — " I rise and am appeased." — ^Motto 
of the Ir. Baron Welles. 



Movet comicula visum 



Furtivis ntulcUa colonbus, Lat. Horace. 

" The crow, when stript of her borrowed plimies, provokes 
our laughter." — ^No object is more ridiculous than tho 
plagiarist, when deprived of his stolen ornaments. 

Mugitus Idbyrinthi. Lat. — " The bellowing of the labyrinth." 
— ^This was a £avourite topic with the Roman Poetasters. 
It is therefore put for any commonplace topic of ordinary 
poets or writers. 

Mulier cupido qtwd dicit amanti 



In vento, et rapidd scribere qportet aqud. Lat. Catullus. 
"Whatever a woman says to an eager lover should be 
written in the winds, or in the rapid stream.^' — ^Her de- 
clarations are so mutable and so fleeting in their nature, 
as to be unworthy of record or remembrance. 
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Mulier qucB sola, coffttat, tnak cogita/t. Lat. Prov. — " A woman, 
when thinking by herself, is always thinking of 
mischief/' — One of the common-place railleries directed 
against the sex. 

MuUa cadunt inter calicem st^emaqtte laira. Lat. Laberixjs. 
" Many things fall between the cup and the lip.** — ^Dis- 
appointment will interfere between us and our nearest ex- 
pectations. 

Multa dies, variusque labor mutabilis wm 
Rettulit in meliua, muUos altema revisem 
Lusit et in solido rursus Foriuna locavit Lat. Yirgil. 
'' Time and the changeful labour of ages have restored many 
things, and Fortune, after many capricious alterations, has 
again placed them upon solid ground." — ^This alludes to 
the mutations to which kingdoms and empires are subject, 
and expresses a hope, consolingly used in revolutionary 
times, that matters will in the end be brought to rest upon 
a solid foundation. 

Multa docet fames, Lat. Proverb. — "Hunger teaches many 
things." — " Necessity is the mother of invention." 

Multa ferunt anni veniuntes commoda secum 
MuUa recedentes adimunt. Lat. Horace. 

" The coming years bring many advantages with them ; 
when retreating, they take away as many." — ^There is a 
tide in the a&irs of men. — ^What we gain by the influx, 
we miserably lose by the reflux of that tide. 

MvUa gemena. Lat. — "Mourning deeply." — ^He complied 
multa gemens, with every expression of grief. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MU DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. 193 

MvUa peteniibus desunt multa. Lat. Horace. — " Those who 
covet many things, are in want of many." — Our wants 
are limited or extended, in proportion with our desires. 

Malta renascentur qum Jam cecidere. Lat. Horace. — " Many 
things shall revive which have fallen into decay." — ^Taste 
and fashion are ever reverting and fluctuating. 

MtilH 

Cutnmittunt ead^ni diverso crimina fato 

Ilk crucefn sceleris pretium tulit, hie diadema. 

Lat. Juvenal 
" Many men have committed the same crimes with a very 
dififerent result. — One may ascend a throne by that act, for 
;which another moimts the scaffold P'' 

Multia tile bonia flebilis occidit, 



Nulli Jlehilior quam mihi. Lat. Horace. 

** He died lamented by many good men, but by none more 

lamented than by me." 

Multis pardsse dmtias non finis miseriarum fuit sed mutatio. 
Non est in rebus vitium sed in animo. Lat. Seneca. — " To 
have acquired riches is with many not to put an end to, but 
to change the nature of their misery. — The fault, however, 
is not in the riches, but in the mind." — ^Wealth is very pro- 
perly comp8u*ed to manure ; both are \iseless when in the 
heap, and both are thrown away upon an unkindly soiL 

MuUis terribilis, caveto muUos. Lat. Auson. — "If thou art 
terrible to many, then beware of many." 

Multi te oderint, si teipsum ames. Lat. — "Many will hate 
you if you love yourself." — Self-love, when strongly mani« 
fested, is of all things the most disgusting. 
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MuUos ingratoB invenimus, plures facimus, Lat.*-" We find 
many ungrateful men, and we make more." — ^Ingratitude 
is but too fi^uent, yet it is sometimes provoked by the 
arrogance of the benefactor. 

MuUos in mmma pericula misit 



Venturi timor ipse malt. Lat. Lucan. 

'' The mere apprehension of a coming evil, has put many 
into a situation of the utmost danger." — Our alarms fre- 
quently lead us into perils more fearful even than those 
which we first apprehended. 

MultoB qui conflictari adrersis mdeantur, beatos ; ac pkrosque 
quanquam magnus per opes, miserrimos : si illi gravem for- 
iunam constanter tolerant, hi prosperd inconsuUi utantur. 
Lat. Tacitus. — " There are many who appear to encoimter 
with adversity, who are happy ; whilst some in the midst 
of riches are miserable : all depends on the fortitude with 
which the former bear the pressure, and on the unadvised 
maimer in which the latter employ their wealth.'^ 

Multum ahludit imago. Lat. Horace. — " The picture is by no 
means like." — ^You, perhaps, intended a likeness, but multum 
(Mudit imago : you have given a caricature not a resem- 
blance. 

Multum in parvo. Lat. — " Much in a little." — ^A great deal 
said in a few words. A compendium of knowledge. 

Mundus universus eaercet histrioniam. Lat. Petronius 
Arbiter.-—" All the world practises the art of acting." 

" All the World^s a Stage." 

Munns Apolline dignttm. Lat. Hor. — "An offering worthy 
of Apollo." — Spoken of an excellent Poem. 
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Murus (Bneua conscientia sana. Lat. — " A sound conscience 
is a brazen wall of defence." — Motto of Earl Scar- 
borough. 

Mm in pice. Lat. Prov. — " A mouse in a pitch barrel." — 
Applied to a man who is always perplexing himself in 
useless disquisitions and enquiries. 

Mutaia Jbrmd interimitur props svbstantia rei. Lat. Law 
Maxim. — " The form being changed, the substance of the 
thing is destroyed." — Thus, if trees are improperly cut 
down, and laid as beams in a house, their nature is so far 
altered that they cannot be seized in that shape ; but the 
owner is to bring his action for the damage. 

Mtdare ml timere spemo. Lat. — " I scorn to change or fear." 
— ^The motto of the Duke of Beaufort. 

MufcUo nomine de te 



Fabula narrcUur. Lat. Hokace. 

— " Change but the name, the tale is told of you*' — ^You 
smile at the satire whilst you suppose it levelled at 
another ; yet if the name were altered, you would find it 
reach to " your own business and bosom." 



N. 



Nam dives fieri qui vult, 



Et cito vuU fieri. Lat. Juvenal. 

" He who desires to become rich, wishes that desire to be 
soon accomplished." — ^There is a natural alliance between 
avarice and rapacity. 

Nam ego {Hum periiese duco^ cut quidem periit pudor. Lat. 
Plautus. — " I regard that man as lost, who has lost his 
sense of shame." 

o 2 
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Nam genm et proaroa et qum nan fecimua ipai 
Vix ea nostra voco. Lat. Ovid. 

" For birth and ancestry, and that which we have not our- 
selves achieved, we can scarcely call our own." — ^The man 
who prides himself not on his personal conduct, but on a 
long lino of ancestry, has been ludicrously, but, justly, 
compared to the potatoe-plant, the best part of whioJi is 
under ground. 

Nam fro jucundis aptissima qtueque dabunt DiL 
Charior est Hits homo qu<im sihi, Lat. JtmBNAL. 
" For the gods, instead of what is most pleasing, will give 
what is most proper. Man is more dear to them, than he 
is to himself." 

Namque insdtia est 



Adversum stimulum calces. Lat. Terence. 

" It is consummate ignorance to struggle against the spur.' 
— It is absurd to make an unavoiding resistance to superior 
force, or in the language of Scripture, " to kick against 
the pricks." 

Kam seehis intra se taciturn qui cogUai aUurn 
Facti crimen habet. Lat. Juvenal. 

'* For he who silently intends a crime, has all the guilt of 
the deed." — There are cases in which to resolve upon, and 
to commit a guilty act, are equal in point of criminality. 

Nam vitiis nemo sine nascitur, optimus iUe est 
Qui minimis urgetur. Lat. Horace. 

" For no man being bom without faults, the best is he who 
haj9 the fewest/' — ^No man can attain perfection ; the nearest 
approach to it is therefore entitled to the highest praise. 
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Natura beatis 



Omnibus esse dedity si quis cognoverU uH. Lat. Claudian. 
" Nature has granted to all to be happy, if we did but 
know how to use her benefits." — ^The greater part of the 
calamities of life arise from the abuse and perversion of 
the gifts and blessings of nature. 

Natura ipsa ealere, et mentis virihus exeiiari, et quasi quodani 
divino spiritu afflari. Lat. Cicero. — " To be strong from 
nature ; to be excited by the powers of the mind ; and to 
be inspired, as it were, by a Divine spirit.'* — Such is the 
definition of genius, given by this great orator. 

Ifatura lo fecCy et poi ruppa la stampa. Ital, Ariosto. — 
"Nature after making him, broke the mould." — l^his 
eulogy has all the extravaganza of the Italian school. It 
imports of the subject, what no man can predict — ^that 
future time shall never see his equal. 

Natura ! quam te colimus inviti quoque. Lat. Seneca. 

" Oh ! Nature, how we worship thee, however unwilling." 
— ^How potent are thy dictates, and how resistless are thy 
laws ! 

Naturam expellas furcay tam£n usque recurret, Lat. Horace. 
" You may turn Nature out of doors with violence, but she 
will still return." — ^Nature will continue to plead and 
enforce her rights, in despite of every temporary restraint. 

Ne cede malis 



8ed contra audentiar ito. Lat. Virgil. 

** Do not yield to misfortunes, but advance to meet them 
with greater fortitude.'^ 
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Ne cede malia. Lat. — "Do not yield to misfortunes." — 
Motto of Earl Albemarle. 

Nee cupias nee metuas Lat. — " Neither desire nor fear." — 
Motto of Lord Dover, and of Earl Hardwicke. 

Nee Dues intersit nisi diffnus mndice nodus. Lat. Horace. — 
" Nor let a god interfere, unless the difficulty be worthy 
of such an intervention." — ^The poet is advising play- 
wrights. — ^Do not introduce an extraordinary or super- 
natural appearance, imless on an occasion of the highest 
importance. 

Necesse est cum insanientibus farere^ nisi solus relinqueris. 
Lat. Petronius. — " It is necessary to be mad with the 
insane, unless you would be left quite alone." — ^Even the 
wise man will bend and accommodate himself in some 
degree, to the follies and prejudices of those around him, in 
order to avoid the reproach of singularity. 

Necesse est/acere sumptum qui qucerit Iv^crvm. Lat. Plautus. 
— "It is necessary that he who looks for gain should 
incur expense." — ^No profit in common life can be made 
without a previous risk and expenditure. 

Necesse est in immensum exeat cupiditas quce naturakm modum 
transmit. Lat. Seneca. — "When once ambition has 
passed its natural bounds its progress is sure to be im- 
mense." — It is so with avarice, which the word cupiditas 
may imply, and indeed with the whole train of evil 
passions. When the first restraints are got over, their 
further progress mocks all calculation. 
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Necesse est ut muUos titneat quern mtdti timent Lat. Strus. 
" He that is feared by many must be in fear of many." 
— ^The tyrant wbo governs others by terror has cause to 
be himself the most terrified. 

Ifecessitas non habet Legem. Lat. Law Maxim. — " Necessity 
has no law." — ^Any man may justify, for instance, the 
pulling down the house of another, if it be done to prevent 
the spreading of a dangerous fire. 

Nee lex est csquior ulla, 

Quern neck artificetn arte perire sua. Lat. Ovid. 

" Nor is there any law more just, than that the contriver 
of destruction shoxdd perish by his own arts." — ^It is 
gratifying to man, and seems the peculiar dispensation of 
God, when the malignant authors of mischief are them- 
selves the victims of their own contrivances. 

Nee lusiese pudet, sed non incidere ludum. Lat. Horace. — 
" The shame is not in having sported, but in not having 
broken off the sport." — The levities of youth are pardon- 
able, but if not discontinued ^in time, they form the 
strongest reproach to maturity and age. 

Neo male notus eques. Lat. — " A horseman or patrician well 
known." — ^The motto of the Lr, Viscount Southwell. 

Nee me pudet ut istoSy fateri nescire quod nesciam. Lat. 
Cicero. — " I am not ashamed, as some men are, to confess 
my ignorance of that which I do not know." 

Nee mora^ nee requies. Lat. Virgil. — " There was no rest 
or repose." — The affair was prosecuted without the smallest 
intermission. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



200 mCTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. NE 

Necplacida contentus quiete est. Lat. — " Nor is lie contented 
with soft repose." — Motto of the Earl of Peterborough. 

Nee plurihua impar. Lat. — " Not an equal match for 
numbers." — ^This was the vainglorious motto adopted by- 
Louis XIV. when he formed his chimerical project of 
imiversal empire. 

Nee prece nee pretio. Lat. — " Neither by bribe nor entreaty." 
— Motto of the Ir. Viscoimt Bateman. 

Nee qucerere nee spernere honorem. Lat. — " Neither to seek 
nor to despise honours." — Motto of Viscount Bolingbroke. 

Nee scire fas est omnia, I^t. Horace. — " It is not per- 
mitted to know all things." — ^This approaches to the 
maxim of the English poet : 

" One science only can one genius fit, 
So yast is art, so narrow human wit." 

Nee semper /eriet quodcunque minabitur arcus. Lat. — " The 
arrow will not always hit the object which it threatens.' 
— The best aims are often fruitless. 

Nee sibi sed toto genitum se credere mundo. Lat. Lucan. — 
** To think that he was bom, not for himseK, but for the 
world." — ^This is the rare character of an enlarged and 
philosophic mind. 

Nee temere nee timide. Lat. — " Neither rashly or fearfully." 
— The motto of E. Darlington, and of Ir. Viscount 
Bulkeley. 

Nee tibi quid lieeat, sed quidfecisse deeebit 
Occurrat, mentemque domat respectus honesiti. 

Lat. Cl AUDI AN. 

**Do not consider what you may do, but what it will 
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become you to have done, and let the sense of honour 
subdue your mind." — ^This is a most admirable epitome 
of ethics. If men were to look, not to the extent 
of their power, but to that mode of conduct which 
will bear reflection, the great woxdd be more respected, 
and the powerless more happy. 

Nee timeo, nee sperpo. Lat. — " I neither fear nor despise.'* — 
Motto of the Ir. Vise. Boyne. 

Nee quies gentium sine armis, T^ee arma sine stipendiis, nee 
stipendia sine iributts. Lat. Tacitus. 

" The tranquillity of nations is not to be preserved without 
arms, troops cannot be maintained without pay, and their 
pay cannot be made good without taxes.^' — ^This is a 
favourite quotation with those who think that war should 
be waged against opinion, and that the people have nothing 
to do with taxes, but to pay them. 

Ne cui de te plusqtmm tibi credos, Lat. — " Do not believe 
any man more than yourself, when he speaks of you.*' — 
When a man flatters you, you shpuld correct his assertions 
by your own consciousness. 

Nee verbum verbo curabis rcddere fidus 

Interpres, Lat. Horace. 

" Nor should the translator aim at rendering the oiiginal 
word for word.'' — Li this servility of translation the spirit 
of the original will certainly evaporate. 

Nee tixit mak qui natus moriensque fefeUit Lat. Horace. — 
'' Nor has he spent his life badly who has passed it from 
his birth to his burial in privacy." — ^The man is fortunate 
who escapes completely from the cares of public life. 
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Nefaa nocere vd maio frairi puta. Lat. Seneca. — " You 
should esteem it a crime to hurt even a bad brother." — 
You should enlighten, admonish, and, if possible, reform 
him, but abstain from injury or violence. This maxim 
should in a great degree govern our conduct towards all 
our fellow-men. 

Negaiaa arUfex sequi voces Lat. Persius. — " He attempts 
to express himself in a language which nature has denied 
him." 

Nem. con. Abbrev. for nemine contradicente, 

Nem, die. Abbrev. for nemine dissentiente. — "No person 
opposing or disagreeing." — ^These two phrases are in fact 
synonimous. The latter, however, is exclusively used in 
the House of Peers. 

Nemo dllegans suam turpitudinem audiendus est Lat. Law 
Maxim. — "No man alleging his own baseness is to be 
heard." — ^The evidence of spies, informers, and of every 
man who does not come into court with clean hands, is to 
be listened to with disfhist. 

Ifemo bis punitur pro eodem delicto. Lat Law Maxim. — "No 
/ man can be twice punished for the same crime." 

Nemo in sese tentat descendere Nemo ! Lat. Persius. — 
" What ! no man attempts to descend into his own bosom, " 
and examine his faults. — ^We are too much busied in 
looking into those of others. 

Nemo me impune lacessit. Lat. — "No man provokes me 
with impunity."— The motto of the " Order of the Thistle," 
to the nature of which plant it has a reference. 
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Nemo mortalium omnibm horia sapit. Lat. Pliny. — " No man 
is wise at all times." — ^Tliis phrase, so frequently employed, 
enforces a serious truth, that the wisest of mankind have 
their lapses of indiscretion. 

Nemo punitur pro aJieno delicto. Lat. Law Maxim. — "No 
man is to be pimished for the crime of another." — ^It is to 
be observed, that this is a Law and not a State Maxim. 
The i)eople in every State are punished for the sins of 
those who administer the Government. 

Nemo repente fait turpissimus. Lat. Juvenal. — "No man 
ever became, in an instant, the most base." — ^The progress 
from virtue towards vice is so gradual and insensible, that 
it is almost impossible to suppose an instantaneous tran- 
sition from one to the other. 

Nemo sine vitiis naacUur, opHmus xUe est, 

Qui minimis urgetur. Lat. Horace. 

See " Nam vitiis nemo" 

Nemo solus sapit. Lat. Plautus. — " No man is wise alone." 
— ^No man should be so confident in his own opinion as to 
reject all advice. 

Ne plus ultra. Lat. — " Nothing more beyond." — ^He was 
arrived at his " ne plus uUra." — His utmost efforts could 
not carry him any further. 

Ni pour la digestion. Fr. La Bruyere. — " Bom merely for 
the purpose of digestion." — ^A man who comes into life 
merely to enjoy what are called its good things, without 
rendering any service to the community. 

Ne puero gladium. Lat. Prov. — " Do not trust a boy with a 
sword." — Do not commit a rash measure into inconsiderate 
hands. 
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Neque ccecum ducem neque amentein consultorem. Lat. from 
Aristtoph. — '^ Do not take either a blind guide, or a weak 
adviser." — ^The former is not more dangerous than the 
latter. 

Neque culpa neque lauda teipsum. Lat. — "Neither blame 
nor applaud thyself." — ^The latter in conversation is a silly 
egotism, and the former is most frequently to be traced to 
an affectation as absurd. 

Neque enim quiee gentium sine armis, neque arma sine stipendiis^ 
neque stipendia sine tributis. Lat. Tacitus. — '* The quiet 
of nations cannot be maintained without arms; armiea 
cannot be supported without pay ; or that pay made good 
without taxes." — ^This maxim is often quoted in defence of 
the established systems of taxation. It woxdd, however, be 
of much more weight, if it could be proved tliat an appeal 
to arms is never made but in cases of necessity, or self- 
defence. 

Neque extra necessitates belli prcedpuum odium gero. Lat. — 
" I bear no particular hatred beyond the necessity of war." 
— I feel no resentment beyond that which is justified by 
the occasion. 

Neque foemina, amissd pudicitia, alia ainuerit, Lat. Tacitus. 
— "When a woman has lost her chastity, she will not 
shrink from any other crime." — It has been remarked in 
all ages, that when a woman has abandoned that prime 
virtue of her sex, the avenues of her mind are open to 
every temptation, and every vice. 

Neque maJa vel bona quce vtdgus puteL Lat. Tacitus. — 
"Things are neither good nor bad, as they appear to 
the judgment of the midtitude." — ^The many, imless in a 
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few prominent instances, are held to be incapable of 
forming a proper estimate of measures and circumstances. 

Neque semper arcum tendit Apollo. Lat. — "Nor does Apollo 
always bend his bow." — ^This phrase is generally used as 
an apology for those, who, being engaged in grave pursuits, 
indulge themselyes in occasional relaxation. 

Nequicquam mpit qui sibi non sapit. Lat. — " He is wise to no 
purpose, who is not wise to himself." — ^The first use of 
wisdom is to correct our own faults. 

Ne quid detrimenbi Respuhlica capiat. Lat. — " That the com- 
mon weal shall receive no injxiry." — ^This was the injunction 
given by the Roman Republic on investing a dictator with 
supreme powers. This attention to domestic security in 
contradistinction to foreign conquest, is often intimated to 
the statesman at the helm of affidrs, as forming his first 
and most important duty. 

Ne quid falsi dicere audeat, ne quid veri non audecU. Lat. 
CiCEKO. — "Let him not presume to utter any falsehood, 
but be bold to promulge every truth." — ^Li this brief direc- 
tion are comprised the principal duties of the historian. 

Ne quid nimis. Lat. Terence. — " Do not take too much of 
any thing,*' or pursue any object too far. 

Ne remettez pas d domain ce que txms pouvez faire atyourd*huu 
Fr. Prov. — " Do not defer until to morrow that which you 
have it in your power to do to-day.'' 
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Nervis alienis mohUi lignum. Lat.— "A puppet moved by 
wires in the hands of others." — ^Applied to politicians of a 
certain class, whose motions are dictated, and whose pro- 
ceedings are regidated by i)ersons unseen, or by what is 
called an interior cabinet. 

Nesda mens hominumfati sortisque futurcBj 

Et servare modum, rebus sublata secundis. Lat. Yirgil. 
" The mind of man is ignorant of fate and future destiny, 
or of keeping within due bounds when elated by prosperity.*' 
— ^The rich and great in their proudest career should re- 
member the vicissitudes of fortune, and be hxmibled. 

Necio qud natale solum dulcedine cunctos 
Duett et immemores non sinit esse sui. Lat. Ovid. 

" I know not by what sweetness our native soil still attracts 
all, and implants itself in. our recollection." — ^Neither time 
nor distance can eradicate the attachment which every man 
feels for the spot which gave him birth. 

Nescio quid curtce semper abest rei, Lat. Horace. — " Some- 
thing is always wanting to our imperfect fortune." — Our 
desires are never fully gratified. 

NescU vox missa reverti. Lat. Horace. — " The word which 
has once escaped can never be recalled." — ^We shoxdd be 
careful of what we say. The impression made by an in- 
discreet word is scarcely ever to be erased. 

Ne scutica dignum horribili sectere flagello, Lat. Horace. — 
" Do no pursue him; who deserves a slight whip, with the 
weightier scourge." — The advice is to the Satirist, whose 
severities shoidd ever be proportioned to the offence. 
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Ne sutor vltra crepidam. Lat. — " Let not the shoemaker go 
beyond his last." — ^These were the words of Apelles to a 
Crispin who properly found fEtnlt with an ill-painted slipper 
in one of his picturse, but ascending to other parts, be- 
trayed the grossest ignorance. No man should pass his 
opinion in a province of art, where he is without a quali- 
fication. 

No tentes aut perfice. Lat. — "Attempt not, or accomplish." 
— ^Motto of the Irish Marquis of Downshire. 

Ne vile fano, Lat. — " Bring nothing base to the Temple." — 
Motto of the Earl of Westmoreland. 

Ne vile i>el%8. Lat. — "LicHne to nothing base." — ^Motto of 
Lord Abergavenny. 

Neutiquam officium liheri ease homines puto 

Cum is nihil promereat, postulare id gratuB apponi sibi. 

Lat. Terencb. 
" A man of liberal sentiments will not stoop to ask that as 
a favour which he cannot claim as a reward." 

Nihil cupientium nudus castra peto. Lat. Horace. — ** Naked 
I repair to the camp of those who desire nothing." — 
Though not rich, I am not dissatisfied, because I have 
limited my desires. 

Nihil dictum quod non dictum prius, Lat. — " Nothing can 
now be said, which has not been said before." 

Nihil est ab omni parte beatum. Lat. Horace. — " Nothing 
is blessed, or perfect on every side." — There is no state or 
condition of life without its disadvantages. — ^Nothing human 
is or can be perfect. 
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Nihil est aptius ad ddectationem lectoris, quam temporum 
varietates, forUnruBqm vicissUudinea. Lat. Cicero. — " No- 
thing is more calculated to entertain a reader, than the 
variety of times, and the viciBsitudes of fortune." — ^In the 
perusal either of history or romance, the pleasure of the 
reader arises chiefly from variety and contrast. 

Nihil est tarn vohicre quam makdictwm; nihil faoilim emit- 
titur^ nihil citiiii excipitur, nihil latim dissipatatur, Lat. 
Cicero. — " Nothing is so swift in its progress as calumny; 
nothing is more readily received, and nothing can be more 
widely spread abroad." — Or, as our poet has it : 

" On eagles' wings immortal scandals fly." 

Nihil est tarn utile, quod in transitu presit. Lat. Seneca. — 
" No book can be so good, as to be profitable when negli- 
gently read." 

Nihil magis consentaneum est, quam ut iisdem tnodis res dis- 
sokatur, quibus constituitur. Lat. Law Maxim. — " Nothing 
is more equitable, than that everything should be dissolved 
by the same means as it was first constituted." — A deed 
under hand and seal can only be released by a similar 
deed. An obligation in writing cannot be discharged by a 
verbal agreement. 

Nihil potest Bex quam quod de jure potest. Lat. Law Maxim. 
— " The King can do nothing but what he can do by law." 
He cannot, for instance, order a man to prison against the 
writs and processes of law. 

Nihil scriptum mira^cuH causa. Lat. Tacitus. — " Nothing 
composed for the sake of exhibiting prodigies, or exciting 
wonder." — Applied to a history which narrates simple 
facts in plain terms. 
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Nihil tarn abmrdum, quod non dictum sii ab aliquo philoao-^ 
phorum. Lat. Cicero.—" There is not any thing so absurd 
as not to have been said at some time by some philoso- 
pher/' — ^This is sometimes applied in a literal sense, in 
ridicule of an antagonist. The original meaning of the 
author was different ; the extent of his assertion being only 
this, that philosophers who first invented, and afterwards 
reasoned upon particular systems, were frequently driven 
to absurdities in their defence. 

Nil actum reputans, si quid superesset agendum, 

Lat. LucAN, 
" Thinking that nothing was done, if anything remained 
to do." — ^This is the character of a man of talent and 
enterprise. He never sits down indolently contented witji 
half measures. 

Nil admirari prope est res una, Numici 
Solaque, qum possit Jacere etservare beatum. 

Lat. Horace. 
" Not to be lost in idle admiration (of men or things) is 
the only sure means of making and of preserving happi- 
ness." — Or, as thus translated by Francis, 
" Not to admire, is of all means the best, 
The only means to make and keep ijs blest." 
Nil agit exemplum litem quod lite reaoUiU Lat. Horace. — 
"That example does nothing which, in removing one 
difficulty, introduces another." — That arbitration is of no 
avail, which leaves behind it as great a difficulty as it 
found in the first instance. 

Nil conscire sibi nulld pallescere culpd. Lat. Horace. — " To 
be conscious of no guilt, and to turn pale at no charge."— 
The latter is the strongest proof of a pure mind, an<l 
unsullied conscience. 

f 
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NU debet. Lat. Law Term.— "He owes nothing,"— The 
usual plea in an action of debt. 

Nil detperandum Teucro duc0, et auspice Teucro. 

Lat. Horace. 
" We should not despair of any thing, Teucer being our 
guide^ and we marching under his auspices.'' — ^A compli- 
ment often appUed to the talent and good fortune of a 
popular general^ or leader. 

Nil dicit. Lat. Law Term. — " He says nothing. '* — ^This plea 
intimates a failure in the defendant, in not putting in his 
answer to the plaintiff's declaration. 

Nil dictu fcedumy rUuque Jubc Umina tangat, 
Intra qtMB puer eH. Lat. Juvenal. 

" Let nothing foul, either to the eye or the ear, be seen or 
heard within those doors which enclose a boy.*' — Nothing 
indecent or criminal should be mentioned within the early 
and eager hearing of children. " Little pitchers have large 
ears.*' 

NU ego contvierim jucundo mnus amico. Lat. Horace. — 
''Whilst in sound mind I should never deem anything 
preferable to a pleasant friend.*' 

NU enim pi^odest, quod hedere non posait idem, Lat. Ovn>. — 
** Nothing can be of advantage which is not also convertible 
to purposes of injury." — This broad maxim applies to 
every kind of physical and moral agency. Thus, fire 
which is so necessary, may be rendered most mischievous ; 
and that eloquence which sometimes saves the innocent, 
may be made the instrument of rescuing the guilty. 
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Nil erit vUeriuSy quod nostris moribua addat 
Posteritas: eadem cupient faeientqiie minores, 
Omne inprcBcipiii vitium stetiL Lat. Juvenal. 

" There remains nothing farther, which i)osterity can add 
to our manners. Our successors may desire and act the 
same thing, but every vice is at present at its height." — 
This is the complaint of every century, since a picture of 
national manners was first drawn. The inventive genius 
of each succeeding age, has continued, however, to mock 
the prediction. 

Nil falsi audeat, nil veri non audeat dicere. Lat Cicero. — 
" That he should not dare to tell a fsdsehood, or to leave a 
truth imtold." — This is the brief but just character of an 
honest historian. 

Nil hdbet infeUx pauper tas durius in se 

Quam quod ridiculos homines facit Lat Juvenal. 

" The greatest hardship of poverty is, that it tends to make 
men ridiculous." 

Nil intra est oleam, nil extra est in noce duri. Lat. Horace. 
— ^If this be not true " There is no kernel in the olive, nor 
has the nut any shell." — ^There is no trusting even to 
physical evidence. 

Nil oriturum alias, nil ortum tale fatentes, Lat. Horace. 
— " Confessing that nothing of the same kind had arisen, 
or was likely to arise in future times." — Admitting the 
existence of an unique, a thing not to be equalled. 

Nil proprium ducas, quod mutariir potest, Lat Syrus. — 
" Never deem that your own which can be transferred." — 
All worldly possessions are precarious, but philosophy and 
virtue we may call our own. 

p2 
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NU similius insane quam ebrius. Lat. Prov. — " Notlimg is 
more lite a madman than a man wlio is drunk." — ^Insanity 
and ebriety produce effects so similar, that the principal 
distinction between them lies in the continuance of the 
former. 

Nil sine fnagno 

Vita labore iledit inortalibm. Lat. Horace. 

" In this life, nothing is given to men without great 
labour." — No man can achieve the possession of fame, 
wealth, or influence, without incessant pains and appli- 
cation to his object. 

Nil tarn difficile quod nan solerfia vincat, Lat. Prov. — 
" Nothing is so difficult, but that by diligence and practice 
it may be overcome." 

Ni run ni V autre, Pr. — " Neither the one or the other." 
Nirnia illwc licentia 



Pro/ecto evadet in aliquod magnum malum, Lat. Terence. 
" This excessive licentiousness will most certainly termi- 
nate in some mischief of magnitude." — ^This is a maxim 
often resorted to in political discussions. That licentious- 
ness is mischievous no man will dispute ; but in contending 
parties, there are few who can draw the line exactly 
between the improper licence, and the fair freedom of 
discussion. 

Nimirum insanua patms videatur, eo quod 

Maarima para hominum morbo jactatur eodem, 

Lat. Horace. 
" He appears mad indeed but to a few, because the ma- 
jority is infected with the same disease.'' — ^Thusimitated : 
" When all are mad — ^all are alike opprest, 
Who can discern one madman from the rest ?" 
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Nimium altercando reritas amittatur. Lat. Prov — "In ex- 
cessive altercation truth is lost." — ^In protracted disputes, 
men forget both themselves and the subject. 

Nimiua in veritatCy. et aimilitudinis quam pitkhritudinis anuin- 
tior, Lat. Quintilian. — " Too exact, and rather studious 
of similitude than of beauty."— In the fine arts, even nature 
may be too closely copied. None seem to be more aware 
of this maxim than the portrait painters, who are fajshion- 
able and successful. 

Nisi dominusfrHstra^ Lat. — "Unless the Lord be with you, 
all your efibrts are in vain." — This, which is the motto of 
the city of Edinburgh, has been thus whimsically trans- 
lated : — " You can do nothing here unless you are a Lord V* 

Nisi prim. Law Lat. — "Unless before." — A judicial writ by 
which the Sheriff is to bring a Jury to Westminster-hall 
on a certain day — "Unless before" that day the Lords 
Justices of the King go into his county to take assizes. 
They there dispose of the cause, and thus save expense and 
trouble to the parties, jury, and witnesses. 

Nitimur in vetitntn semper, cupimusque iiegata, Lat. Ovid. 
" We always struggle for the things which are forbidden, 
and covet those denied to us." 

Nobiiitas sola est atque unica viriiis. Lat. Juvenal. — " Virtue 
is the only and true nobility." — ^The pride of birth, and the 
sound of titles, disappear before the intrinsic dignity of 
virtue. 

Nobilitutis virtus non stemma character, I^at. — " Virtue, not 
pedigree, should characterise nobility." — The motto of Earl 
Grosvenor. 
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Nolk non licet esse tarn disertis 

Qui Mttsas colimm severiores, Lat. Maktial. — "Wewto 
cultivate the Muses of a graver spirit, cannot indulge our- 
selves in such license or extravagance." — ^The nature of 
our pursuit is such as to exclude those licentious freedoms. 

Nocet dijferre paratis. Lat — "Those who are prepared should 
never delay. — ^When your preparations are complete, it is 
injudicious to grant a further time to your adversary. 

Nocet empta dolors voluptas. Lat. Hon. — "That pleasure is 
injurious which is bought at the price of pain.'* — We 
should carefully look to the perils which await upon certain 
enjoyments. 

Nociuma versate mann, versate diuma. Lat. Horace. — "Be 
these your studies by day and by night." — ^Let those objects 
be never out of your contemplation. 

Noli me tangere. Lat. — " Do not touch me." — ^A name given 
to a very tender complaint in the nose, or, ironically, to a 
person who is over-sensitive. 

Nolle prosequi. Law Lat. — " To be imwilling to proceed." — 
This is used in law when a plaintiff, having commenced an 
action, declines to~ proceed therein. It is also entered 
officially by the King's Attorney-general, to stay any fiir- 
ther proceedings in certain cases. 

Nolo episcopari. Lat. — " I do not wish to be made a bishop.'* 
— This is a phrase of form put into the mouth of the per- 
son appointed to this high office. It is now applied iron- 
ically to those who affectedly disclaim that which is the 
secret and sole object of their ambition. 
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Nam de guerre. Fr. — "A war-name/' — ^An assumed or 
traTelling title. — ^Your ^ Captain " is excellent as a nom 
de guerre, 

Non ampliter eed munditer convivium ; 
Plus saliB quam aumptus. Lat. Corn. Nepos. — " The 
entertainment was more neat than ample ; there was more 
of relish than of cost." 

Non assumpsit Law Lat. — '^ He did not assume/' or take 
to himself. A plea in personal actions, when the defendant 
denies that any promise was made. 

Non bene conveniunt, nee in una sede morantwr 

Mcyeetas et amor. Lat. Ovid. 

" Dignity and love do not blend well, or continue long 
together." — ^Where one of the parties is greatly superior 
to the other, there cannot be found that energy of passion 
which is reciprocally felt when the situations are more on 
an equality. 

Non cofnpos mentis. Lat* — "Not of sound mind." — ^Li a 
delirium of lunacy. 

Non consdre sibi. Lat. — " Conscious of no fault.'* — ^Motto of 
Earl of Winchelsea. 

Non constat. Law Lat. — " It does not appear." — ^It is not 
before the court in evidence. 

Non cuivis homini contingit adire Oorinthum. Lat. Horacb. 
" It does not happen to every man to go to Corinth." — It 
is not to be supposed, that all men can possess the same 
opportunities, or recur to the same sources of informatioiL 
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Nan eadem est cetaSy non mens. Lat. Horace. — " I am not 
now of the same age, or disposition as I was formerly." — 
I am now about to engage actively in the contest for 
which I feel myself disqualified. 

Non ego nwrdaci distrinod cartnine quenquam 

Nulla venenata est litera misfajoco, Lat. Ovid. 

" I have not attacked any one with biting verse, nor does 
any empoisoned jest lurk beneath, in what I have written." 
— I always meant to be rather playful than satirical. 

Non ego ventosce tenor sujfragia plebis. Lat. Horace. — " I 
do not himt for or court the votes of the light and veering 
rabble." 

Non enim gazw, neque cousnlaris 
Summovct Iktor miseros tumult iis 
Mentis et euros laqueata circum 
Tecta volantes, Lat. Horace. 

"It is not in the power of wealth, op of the Consul's 
lictor (i.e., of any of the appendages of greatness), to 
subdue the conflicts of a wretched mind, or to remove the 
care which hover about the fretted dome." — ^The last image 
has been thus beautifully rendered by Mr. Hastings : 

" Where Care, like smoke, in turbid wreaths 
Eound the gay ceiling flies." 

Non equidem invideo, miror magis. Lat. Virg. — " In fact I 
do not envy, yet still I wonder how it has come to pass." 

Non est ad astra mollis A terris via. Lat. Seneca. — " There 
is no easy way from the earth to the stars." — It is not by 
common cfibrts that men can attain to immortality. 
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Non est inventus, Lat. Law Term. — " He has not been 
found." — ^The return made by the sheriff when the de- 
fendant is not to be found in his bailiwick. It is some- 
times used in the way of pleasantry, to mark a sudden 
disappearance. 

Non est jocus esse malignum. Lat. Hor. — '* There is no joke 
in being malignant." — Some men seem to mistake asperity 
for humour ; yet they are things ahnost incompatible. 

Non est vivere, sed mlere vita. Lat. — " Life is not life, but 
with the enjoyment of health." — -The invaUd can scarcely 
be said to live when the faculties either of the mind or 
body are seriously impaired. 

Non e^jcerdtus, neque Thesauri, proesidia regni sunt, vei'um 
amid. Lat Sallust. — " The safety of a kingdom does not 
depend so much upon its armies, or its treasures, as on its 
alliances." — ^The tranquillity of a nation, like that of an 
individual, is best secured by cultivating the good-will of 
its neighbours. 

Non sidatevi al alchemista povero, 6 al medico ammalato. 
Ital. Prov. — " Do not trust to a poor alchymist, or a sick 
physician." — ^Do not take the advice of those who have 
not been able to act properly for themselves. 

Non/umum exfulgore sed exfunw dare lucent. Lat. Horacf, 
— '* Not to bring smoke from light, but out of darkness to 
produce splendor." — ^This is the difference, as stated by 
the Satirist, between a bad poet and a good one. The 
former exhausts himself in the glare of his opening, and 
loses himself in smoke. The lattter proceeds from a more 
modest opening to disclose all the radiance of poetry. 
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Non genetxuU aquilm cohmbas. Lat. — '' Eagles do not bring 
forth pigeons/' — ^Motto of Lord Rodney. 

Non hcBC in /(edera. Lat. Vino. — **Not into such leagues or 
alliances as these. 

Non id ifidendum, conjugum ut bonis bona 
At ut ingenium congritat et mores moribus; 
ProbUas, pudorque virgini dos optima tst. 

Lat. Terence. 
" Li marriage the relative proportion of property is not so 
much to be considered, as the union of mind, and the 
identity of manner and disposition. Ohastity and modesty 
form the best portion which a yirgin can bring to her 
husband." 

Non ignara mali miseris succerrere disco. Lai Virgil. — 
^* Not being myself a stranger to suffering, I have learned 
to relieve the calamities of others.*' — ^The school of mis- 
fortune is (with a few exceptions) the only one which can 
endue the mind with sympathy. 

Non if^feriora aecutus. Lat. — " Not having followed mean 
pursuits.*' — ^Motto of Lord Montford. 

Non licet in bello bis peccare. Lat. — " It is not permitted in 
war to err twice." — ^At other games a blot may be got 
over, but at this most dangerous game, a mistake is gene- 
rally to be considered as irretrievable. 

Non magni pendiSy quia contigit. Lat. Horace. — " You do 
not value it highly, because it came incidentally." — ^The 
wind-falls of fortune are less valued than the usufruct of 
our own industry. 
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Nan missura cutem nid plena cruoris hirudo. Lat. Horace. 
— " Like a leech, wluch does not qnit the skm until it is 
full of blood." — ^TTsed to mark a pertinacious claimant or 
applicant, who cannot be induced to retire until he has 
obtained his purpose. 

Kon nobis solum. Lat. — " Not merely for ourselves" — ^Motto 
of the Ir. Baron Eardley. 

Ifon nobis solum^ sed toto mundo nati, Lat. — " Not bom for 
ourselves alone, but for the whole world." — ^Motto of the 
Ir. Baron Rokeby. 

Non nostrum tantas camponere lites. Lat. — " It is not for us 
to adjust such grave disputes." — Ironically quoted, in 
general, and when the contest is of a trivial nature. 

Non numero hcBc jtultcantur sed pondere. Lat. Cicero. — 
" These things are not judged of by their number, but by 
their weight." — ^He is speaking of actions useful to the 
State, one of which may, from intrinsic circumstances, out- 
value and outweigh a host of others. 

Non nv/nc agitur de vectigaltbus, non de sodorum injuriis: 
Libertas et anima nostra in dubio est, Lat. Cicero. — " The 
question is not now respecting our revenues, or the injuries 
done to our allies : our liberties and lives are all at stake." 

Non obstante, Lat. — "Notwithstanding." — ^A phrase used 
in patents to intimate a dispensing power. 

Non omne molitor quce fluit unda videt, Lat. — " The miller 
does not see everything that floats by his mill." — ^Meta- 
phorically — ^the statesman does not notice all the minor 
circumstances which may either forward or embarrass his 
most favourite measures. 
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Non omnia possumm onines. Lat. Viro. — " We cannot all of 
ug do everything." — The human faculties are generally 
confined to a narrow line of operation. 

Non omnis error stultitia eat dicenda. Lat. — " Every error is 
not to be called a folly." — Fatuity is not to be inferred 
horn a single circumstance of mistake. 

Non posse bene geri Rempuhlicam miiltorum imjyerm. Lat. 
Corn. Nepos. — "A commonwealth cannot be well con- 
ducted under the command of many." — There must be 
unity of will in the executive power of any State to pro- 
duce a due effect. 

Non propter vitam fadunt patrimonia quidam, 

Sed f>itio cwei propter patrimonia vivunt. Lat. Juvenal. 
" Some men do not get estates for the purpose of enjoying 
life, but blinded with error, they live only for their estates." 
— ^They are so besotted, as to mistake the means for the 
end. 

Non quo, sed quomodo. Lat. — " Not by whom, but in what 
manner," — (the business is done). — Motto of Earl 
Suffolk. 

Non revcrtar inultus, Lat. — '* I will not return unrevenged." 
— Motto of the Ir. E. of Lisbume. 

Non satis est pulchra esse poemata, dulcia sunto. Lat. Hor* — . 
"It 18 not enough that poetry should be decorated; it 
should also be interesting. 

Non scribit ilk, cnjus carmina nemo legit. Lat. Mart. — '* That 
man does not write, whose verses no man reads." — They are 
as much unknown, as if they had perished in embryo. 
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If on sibi sed patriw, Lat. — " Not for himself^ but for his 
country." — ^Motto of Earl Ronmey. 

Non sibi sed toto genitu/m se credere mundo. 

Lat. Ltjcan of Cato. 
" Believing himself to be bom not for himself, but for the 
whole world :" or thus more freely translated : — 
" Bom not to serve himself, his generous plan 
Takes in the imiverse, nor ends in man." 

Non si male num, et olim sic erit. Lat. Horace. — "If 
matters go on badly at present, they may take a better 
turn hereafter.'* — One of the usual phrases of encourage- 
ment under misfortune. 

Non sum qucdis eram, Lat. Horace. 

"I am not now what I once have been." — ^I felt the 
natural decay of my vigour and of my faculties. 

Non tamportas intrare pcUentes 



Qtiam fregisse juvat : nee tarn patients colono 
Arvapremiy quam si ferro populetur et tgni, 
Concessd pudet ire vid. Lat. Lucan. 

" The conqueror is not so much pleased by entering into 
open gates as by forcing. his way. He desires not the 
fields to be cultivated by the patient husbandman; he 
would have them depopulated by fire and sword. It 
would be his shame to go by a way already granted to his 
passage." — ^This is the angry language of the poet, 
animtidverting on the conduct of Ca)sar. In modem 
history the conduct has been too often realized. 

Nomimque prematur in annum. Lat. Hor. — " Let your piece 
be kept nine years." — ^This is a precept, with which our 
dramatic poets are too .much " pressed by hunger, and 
request of friends " to afibrd their compliance. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



333 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIOXS. NO 

Non ut din vivamus curandum eat, sed ut Mtis, Lat. Seneca. 
— " Our care should be not so much to live long, as to 
have lived enough/* — ^The proper estimate of human life 
is to be taken, not from the yeats through which it was 
protracted, but from the good actions by which it was 
distinguished. 

Non viy sed scepe cadendo. Lat. — " Not by force, but by often 
falling." — ^Everything is to be effected by incessant efforts. 
The idea is taken from drops of water, which unremit- 
tingly falling, will hollow out a stone. 

Non vulius, non color. Lat. — " There is neither the counte- 
nance, nor the colour." — ^This quotation is differently used. 
It is employed to repel a testimony where there is no 
veri-similitude, or to rebut the imputation of writings to 
an author, which bear not the features of his style, or the 
complexion of his sentiments. 

Nosce hcBC omnia salm est adolescentulis. Lat. Terence. — " It 
is salutary for young men to be informed of these things.'* 

Nosce teipsum. Lat. — "Know thyself." — ^This important 
lesson may be considered in various points of view. A 
wise man will endeavour to form a just estimate of his 
own strength and weakness, of his powers moral, physical, 
&c., and consider whether they are adequate to the end 
proposed. 

Noscitur ex sociis. Lat. Prov. — " He is known by his com- 
panions." — " Tell me," says the Spanish proverb, " what 
company you keep, and I'U tell you who you are." 
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l{o8 patriam fagimuSy nos dulda Unquimus arva. Lat. 
ViBOiL. — " We leave our country, we quit our deliglitful 
plains." — ^We feel all the horrors of migrating from our 
native soil. 

Ifota bene. Lat. — " Mark well." — ^Used as referring to some 
remarkable object or circumstance. 

Ifotre difiance jusHfie la trompMe d'autrui. Fr. Rochefou- 
CAULT. — " Our mistrust justifies the deceit of another." — 
Men are neither happy nor safe, but in mutual confidence. 

Notre mdl a^empoisonne 

Du secours qt^on lui donne. Fr. Prov. 

''Our disease is aggravated by the remedies which are 

administered." 

JNToubliez, Ft.—'* Do not forget."— Motto of the Sc. Earl 
Graham 

Nous aurions souvent honte de nosplm belles actions^ si le monde 
voyoit torn les motifs qui les produisent. Fr. Rochefou- 
CAULT. — " We should often be ashamed of our brightest 
actions, were the world but to see the motives by which 
they were produced." — ^That this is frequently true, must 
be conceded to those, who trace every spring of action up 
to the source of self-love : — It is more benign, though it 
may be less in the spirit of this philosophy, to accept of 
the best motives that can be assigned for a good action. 

Nous avons tons assez deforce pour supporter les maux d^autrui^ 
Fr. RocHEFOUCAULT. — "We have all of us sufficient 
strength to bear the misfortunes of others." — ^A sneer 
is of course meant at the selfish and imfeeling part of 
mankind. 
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Nom desideriam peu de chosen avec ardeur, si nous connoissiom 

parfaitement ce qui nous demrons, Fr. Rochefoucault. — 

" We should wish for few things with eagerness, if we 

perfectly knew the nature of that which was the object of 

. our desire." 

Nous ne savons ce que c^est que bonheur ou maJheur absolu, 
Fr. Rousseau. — "We do not know what is absolutely good 
or bad fortune." — ^The condition of life is mixed. The 
highest have their sufferings, and the lowest their con- 
solations. 

Nous ne trouvons gukre de gem de bon sens, que ceux qui sont 
de notre avis. Fr. Rochefoucault. — "We seldom find 
any persons of good sense, but such as are of our opinion." — 
Our self-love, on such occasions, induces us to pass a 
favourable judgment. 

Nof>i ingenium mulierum ; 



Nolunt ubi veils, ubi nolis capiunt ultra. Lat. Ter. 
" I know the nature of woman. When you are desirous, 
they are unwilling ; when you are disinclined, they come 
forward of their own accord." — One of the common-place 
satires on the caprices of the female sex. 

Novos arnicas dum paras, veteres cole. Lat. Hermes. — "Whilst 
you seek new friendships, take care to cultivate the old." — 
Do not lose sight of old attachments, for the sake of making 
now connections. 

Nudum pactum. Lat. — " A naked agreement."— A promise 
unconfirmed by any written obligation. 

Nug(B canorcB. Lat. — " Melodious trifles," — Mere sing-song, 
without meaning. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



NXJ DICTIONAKY OF QUOTATIONS. ^ 225 

Nugis addere pondus. Lat. — " To give weight to trifles." — ^To 
lend a consequence to matters of slight moment. 

Nulla aconita bibuntur 

FictiUbm, Lat. 

" No wolfsbane is drunk out of earthenware." — ^The danger 

of poison is reserved for those who drink out of vessels of 

plate. 

NuUa est aincera wluptas 

SolHcitumque aliquid Iwtis advenit Lat. Ovid. 

" No joy comes unmixed, and something of anxiety inter- 
venes with every pleasure.'* 

Nulla falsa doctrina eat, quce non permisceat aliquid veritatis. 
Lat — " There is no doctrine so false, but that it may be 
intermixed with some truth." — ^Even midst the wild foUies 
of the Alcoran there are some few precepts which would 
not disgrace the purity of the Christian code. 

Nulla fere causa est in qua nonfemina litem 
Movent. Lat. Juvenal. 

" There are few disputes in life, which may not, on tracing, 
be foimd to originate with a woman." — ^We pretend to 
command, but in fact are often mere instruments in the 
hands of the weaker sex. 

Nulla fides regni sociis, amnisque potestas 
Impatiens confortis erit. Lat. Lucan. 

" There will be no common faith between those who share 
in power, and each man will be jealous of his associate." — 
This is a strong description of the jealous and distracted 
councils of a nation, on the eve of ruin. 

Nulla pdlescere culpa. Lat. Horace. — " Not to turn pale on 
any imputation of guilt," — ^This is frequently used as a 
motto, to a declaration of conscious innocence. 

Q 
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NuUi jactantim nuBreniy quam qui maxime Imtantur, Lat. 
Tacitus. — " None mourn with more affectation of sorrow 
than those who are inwardly rejoiced." — ^Those who- assume 
sorrow, or affect grief, in general, out-act the reality. 

NuUi negabimus, nuUi differemm 
Jmtitiam. Lat. 

" We shall not refuse or postpone the justice which is due 
to any man. — ^This emphatic phrase is in Magna Charta — 
the " Great Charter " of our rights. 

NulKiiS addictus jurare in verba magistri. Lat. Horace. 
" Not being bound to swear or speak according to the dic- 
tates of any master." — ^This quotation is fairly used by a 
writer professing to give, and using only, his own free, 
honest, and independent opinions. 

Nullum est jam dictum, quod non dictum prius. Lat. Terence. 
— "Nothing can be now said, which has not been said 
before." — This line, which is often quoted; is not to be taken 
in a sense absolutely literal. The meaning is, that in these 
latter days, it is difficult to arrive at novelty. 

Nullum imperium tutum, nisi benevolentia munilum, Lat. 
Corn. Nep. — " No government is safe, unless it be forti- 
fied by good-wilL" — ^The strongest powers, when they 
branch into tyranny and oppression, are certain to perish 
from their very roots. So it was with the Roman ; so it 
was with the French Republic. "Peace and good- will 
towards men," are the buttresses to support an Empire, 
which looks for an indeterminate duration. 
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Nullum iniquum in jure prmsumendum eat Lat. Law Maxim. 
— " Nothing unjust is to be presumed in the law." — ^All 
things are taken to be lawfully done until proof is adduced 
to the contrary: Fraud shall never be intended or pre- 
simied by the law, unless it be expressly averred. 

NuUum magnum malum quod extremum est. Lat. Nepos. — 
" That evil can never be great which is the last." — ^A man 
can undergo aknost any suffering under the persuasion 
that it was the last which he should endure. This quota- 
tation is, however, generally employed against the fear of 
death, which terminates all our sufferings. 

Nullum ntimen abest, si sit prudentia. Lat. Juvenal. — " No 
protecting power is wanting, if prudence be but employed." 
— K men in general acted with prudence, they need not be 
imder the necessity of invoking any other, aid. 

Nullum tempus occurrit regi. Lat. Law Maxim. — " No time 
impedes the King." — ^The rights of the crown are inde- 
feasible by any lapse of time. 

NuUua commodum capere potest de injuria sua propria, Lat. 
Law Maxim. — " No man can take advantage of his own 
wrong."— If a lessor and lessee of lands for years join in 
the cutting down of timber, the lessor shall not afterwards 
punish the lessee for waste, as this would be to take advan- 
tage of his own wrong. 

Nullus tantus qucBstus qtiam quod habes parcere. Lat. Prov, 
— " There is no gain so certain as that which arises from 
sparing what you have." — There is no road to wealth more 
certain than that of economy. 

q2 
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NuL n'aura de resprit, 

Hors n<yiis et no8 amis. French. Moliere. 

" No person shall be allowed to have wit, out of our circle, 
and that of our friends." — This alludes to the little juntos 
of witlings to be found in almost every town, who associate 
to be-praise and be-puff each other, with a view of ex- 
eluding the pretensions of those who are not of the party 
of these monopolists. 

Numerkque fertur lege solutis. Lat. Hor. — "He is borne 
along in nimibers free from law." — ^His verses are licentious, 
or unrestrained by any of the existing rules. 

Numenis certus pro incerio ponitur. Lat. — " A certain is 
put for an uncertain number." — ^As we say a thousand, or 
a million, to express a large niunber, but without meaning 
to ascertain the precise amount. 

Nummi et patrice asto. Lat. — "I stand to God and my 
country." — ^Motto of the Sc. Lord Aston. 

Nunc aut nunquam, Lat. — " Now or never." — ^Motto of the 
Ir. Viscoimt Kilmorey. 

Nunc omnis ager^ nunc omnia parlurit arhos 

Nunc frondent sylwe, nunc formosissimus annua. 

Lat. Virgil. 
" Now every field and every tree is in bloom ; the woods 
are in full leaf, and the year in its highest beauty." — 
Used generally to introduce a poetical description of 
summer. 

Nuncpatimur Umgce pads mala; scevior armis 
Luxufia incubuit, victumque utdaeitur orbem. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" Now we suflFer the mischiefs of a long peace. Luxury, 
more destructive than war, has engrossed us ; and avenges 
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the vanquislied world." — This is a fine description of Rome 
in its decline : it exhibits what Shakespeare calls 
" The cankers of a calm world, and a long peace,'* 

Nunquam ad liquidum Fama perducitur. Lat. — "Fame 
never reports things in their true light." — ^The strongest 
impressions are often produced from beginnings the most 
idle, and rumours the most frivolous. 

Nunquam aUud natura, aliitd sapientia dkit. Lat. Juvenal.^ — 
" Nature never says one thing, and wisdom another." — 
Their dictates are always in complete accordance. 

Nunquam Ubertas gratior exta^ 

Quam sub regepio. Lat. Claudian. 

"Liberty never existed in a more gracious form than 
imder a pious king." — Monarchy is not unfavourable to 
liberty, if the monarch adheres to the obligations which 
exist between him and the people. 

Nunquam minus solus, quam cum solus. Lat. — " Never less 
alone than when alone." — This was the saying of the 
ancient philosopher, who found his greatest luxury in 
solitary reflection. 

Nunquam nimis dicitur, quod nunquam satis discitur, Lat. 
Seneca. — "That never is too often said,- which is never 
sufficiently learned." — ^There are some maxims of so grave 
and important a nature, that they can never be too often 
repeated, or too deeply impressed. 

Nunquam nan paratus. Lat. — " Always ready." — ^The motto 
of the Marquis Annandale. 

Nunquam potest non esse nrtuti locus. Lat. Seneca. — " There 
must ever be a place for virtue. — ^A wise and good man 
can never be without a proper scope for his exertions. 
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Nunquam sunt grati qui nocuire sales. Lat. — " Those wit- 
ticisms are never agreeable wliicli haye an injurious 
tendency." — ^The wit which is too acrimonious^ will seldom 
find an advocate. 

Nusquam tuta fides. Lat. VraoiL. — "Our confidence is 
nowhere safe." — ^This is spoken of a period of civil war, at 
which, more particxQarly, every social tie is mihappily 
dissolved. 



Obiter dictum. Law Lat. — " A thing said by the way." — 
An opinion given in passing, and which not applying 
judicially to the caae, is not to be resorted to, as of 
authority. 

Obruat iUud mde partumy male retentum, male gestum, Im- 
perium. Lat. Cicero. — "Perish that power which has 
been obtained by evil means, retained by similar practices, 
and which is administered as badly as it was acquired." — 
Such a power in any State ccai never be of long duration. 

Obsequium amicos, Veritas odium parit Lat Terence. — 
"Obsequiousness procures friends, but truth begets 
hatred." — ^Deference and adulation will excite a kindness, 
where the honest bluntness of truth must have provoked 
an enmity. 

Obstuput, steteruntque comas et voxfauctbus Juesit 

Lat. ViRG. 
" I was astonished, my hair stood at end, and my voice 
lingered in my throat." — ^Usod to describe an extreme 
degree of consternation. 
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Obtreetatio ac livor promis auribus accipiuntur, quippe adula- 
tionifcedum crimen servitutis tnalignitati falsa species Kbertatis 
inest. Lat. Tacitus. — " Spleen and calumny are devoured 
with a greedy ear. Flattery wears the badge of servitude, 
whilst malignity speaks the tone of independence, and is 
therefore well received." — ^This is justly applied to the 
factious clamourer, who censures indiscriminately every 
act of his superiors : — ^it cannot reach those who speak not 
from prejudice, and censure not without a cause. 

rcBca nocentum 

' Consitia ! semper timidum scelus. Lat. Stat. 

Oh, the blind councils of the guilty ! Oh, how ever 
cowardly is wickedness." — ^It has been often remarked 
that Providence seems to darken the understandings, and 
to depress the spirits of great criminals. 

Occupet extremum scabies. Lat. Prov. — " Let the itch infect 
the last." — AngUce, " The Devil take the hindmost." 

Occurrent nvhes. Lat. — " Clouds will intervene." — ^Motto of 
the Baron Eliot. 

! Curas hominum, quantum est in rebus inane 

Lat. Persius. 
*' Oh, the cares of men, and how much of frivoHty is there 
in their aflEBurs." 

Oderint dum metuant. Lat. Cicero. — " Let them hate, pro- 
• vided they fear." — This is the sentiment of a tyrant 

towards his subjects, briefly and characteristically ex- 

pressed* 

Oderunt hilarem tristes, tristemque Jocosi. Lat. Horace. — 
"The grave dislikes the cheerftd man, and the man ot 
gayer spirits hates the grave." — ^There can be no pleasur- 
able association between people of a diflferent temperament. 
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OderurU peccare boni, rirtijUis amore. Lat. Horace. — " Gbod 
men forbear to sin, merely from their love of virtue." — 
Those who love virtue for herself, will act solely from her 
impulses, and without any regard to extrinsic circum- 
stances. 

Odta in longum jaciens, qucs reconderet, auctaque promeret. 

Lat. Tacitus. — 
" A man who lays his resentment aside, but stores it up to 
bring it forward with additional acrimony." — ^This, as 
Junius observes, is a description of the very worst of 
characters. The man who can dissemble his resentment 
imtil occasion serves, is the basest of all hypocrites, and 
the most dangerous of all enemies. 

Odia qui nimium timet regnare nescit. Lat. Seneca. — " He 
who is too fearfully alive to hatred, is ignorant of the art 
of reigning." — ^The sovereign who aims at the general 
good of his people, should learn to contemn the resent- 
ments of individuals. 

Odims accipitrem quia semper vivit in armis. Lat. Prov. — 
" We hate the hawk, because she always lives in arms." — 
All men must detest that power, which is in a state of 
eternal hostility. 

Odi profanum vuigus et arceo. Lat. Horace. — "I hate and 
repel from me the profane vulgar." — ^This is the exordium 
of the poet to a religious hymn, and on a subject of which 
the common people were supposed to be wholly ignorant. 
It is now sometimes used to mark their exile fr*om the 
regions of political mystery. 
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Odium theologteum. Lat. — "A theological hatred/' — ^The^ 
hatred of divines. It has been observed, that *' gownsmen " 
bear with them a greater degree of rancour than any other 
class of disputants. 



Ofaciles dare summa deos, eademque tueri 
Difficilea. . Lat. Lucan. 

" Oh ! how gracious are the gods in giving high situations, 
and how reluctant are they to ensure them when given P" 
— This is an apostrophe strictly accordant with the ancient 
mythology. In its more recent application, it can serve 
only to denote the precarious tenure by which high places 
are holden. 



O/ortunatos nimium, sua ai bona ndrint, 
Af/ricolas, quibm ipsa procul discordihua armis, 
Fundit humo/aeilem vtctumjusdssima telltis. Lat. Virgil. 
" Oh ! more than happy, if ye knew your own advantages 
— ^Husbandmen, to whom, in the absence of clashing arms, 
the grateful earth pours forth an early sustenance." — ^An 
eulogy often quoted on the condition of agriculturists. 
The first line is sometimes taken apart, and applied to those 
who either rightly or causelessly urge any motives of 
political didcontent. 



Ogni medaglio ha il mo reverse. Ital. Proverb. — " Every medal 
has its reverse. — There are two sides to every statement. 



Ohe ! Jam satis. Lat. Horace. — " Oh ! there is now more 
than enough." — ^A phrase used to denote satiety and disgust. 
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0! Imtatares! Servum pecus ! Lat. Horace. — "Ob! ye 
Imitators, what a servile herd ye are ! " — ^How much does 
the servile copyist sink beneath the originality of genius ? 

Oi TcXtiovtQ KOKOi, Gr. Oi pleianes kakoi, — " The greater part of 
mankind are bad." — ^This was the observation of Bias, one 
of the seven sages of Greece. It is the maxim of cold 
Prudence to regard all men as vicious, until the contrary 
appears in proof. 

♦ 
OUm meminisse juvcUnt. Lat. Virgil. — "The future recollec- 
tion will be pleasing." — ^There is a melancholy consolation 
in the retrospect of past misfortunes. 

V utile secret que de mentir apropos. Fr. Prov. — " Oh ! what 
a useful secret it is to be able to lie to the purpose." — In 
the world of politics, all morality being out of the question, 
nothing is more useful than a well-coined lie, which is of 
temporary use ; and which, the occasion being passed, is 
soon, and completely forgotten. 

major tandem parcas insofne mitwrt. Lat. Horace. 
" Oh ! thou who art greatly mad, deign to spare me the 
lesser madman." — A phrase often used ironically in a paper - 
warfare. 

/ miseras hominum mentes, oh ! pectora cceca ! 

Lat. Lucretius. 
" How wretched are the minds of men, and how blind their 
imderstandings ! " — ^A quotation frequently and well ap- 
plied in a moment of popular delusion. 
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Omne actum ah agentis intentione est judicandum. Lat. Law 
Meoiiu. — " Every act is to be judged from the intenticm of 
the agent." — In contracts and obligations, the kw parti- 
cularly looks to the intention of the parties. In wills, the 
intent of the testator is to be religiously regarded. 

Omne animd vitium tanio conspectius in se 

Crimen hoibet, quanta mcyor qui peccat habetua*, 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" Every fault of the mind becomes more conspicuous and 
more guilty, in proportion to the rank of the offender.'*— 
Persons in high station are not only answerable for their 
own conduct, but for the example which they may holdout 
to others. This, joined to their advantages of education^ 
aggravates their vices, and loads them with a greater share 
of responsibility. 

Omne capax movet uma nomen. Lat. Hobace. — "In the 
capacious urn of death every name is shaken." — With 
respect to mortality, all are subject to the same lot. 

Omne in prcecipiti vitium stetit Lat. Juvenal. — "Every 
kind of vice has reached its summit." — There remains 
nothing for posterity to add. One of the common places 
always thrown out on the profligacy of the present day. 

OmneSy quihus res sunt minus secuncUe, magis sunt nescio 

quomodo, 
Suspiciosi ; ad contumeliam omnia accipiunt magis : 
Propter suam impotentiam se credunt negligi, 

Lat. Terence. 
" All those persons, whose affairs are not prosperous, are 
in a certain degree suspicious. They take every matter as 
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an afl5x)nt, and from their conscious weakness, they pre- 
sume that they are neglected and despised." — ^There is a 
sort of jealousy in people of humble fortune or fallen con- 
dition, which it is always wise in those who move in a 
higher sphere, not to awaken or irritate. 

Omne ignotumpro magnifico, Lat. — " Everything unknown 
is taken for magnificent." — ^We are apt to annex the idea 
of greatness to that which is mysterious or remote. 

Omnes sibi mdUe melius ease quam aUeri. Lat. Terence. — 
" It is in the nature of man that every individual should 
wish for his own advantage, in preference to that of 
others." 

Omne tulit punctum qui miscuit utile dulcu 

Lat. Horace. 
" He has carried every point, who has mixed the useful 
with the agreeable." — ^It is the highest praise of a writer 
to entertain whilst he instructs, and to interest the heart 
whilst he informs the mind. 

Omnem crede diem tibi dUuxisae supremum. Lat. Horace. — 
" Believe that each day is the last to shine upon thee." — 
Always suppose that your death is near, and when it comes 
you will be found better prepared. 

Omnes amicos habere operosum est; satis est inimicos non 
habere. Lat. Seneca. — " It is a thing almost impracticable, 
to have all men as your friends ; it is enough, if you have 
no enemies." — You cannot make all men your friends 
without some sacrifice of character ; it is sufficient if you 
act from a conscience void of offence. 
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Omnes eodem cogimur ; omnium 
Versatur uma ; serins, ocyus 
Sors ewitura, Lat. Horace. 

" We are all compelled to follow the same course. The 
um of death is shaken for all, and sooner or later the lot 
must come forth." — ^The duration of life depends on so 
many chances, that we should always be prepared for the 
worst. 

Omnes hahentv/r et dicuntur tyranni, quipotestate sunt perpetud, 
in ed civitate quce libertate usa est. Lat. Corn. Nep. in 
Themistodem. — " All men are held and rated as tyrants, 
who possess themselves oi perpetual power in a state which 
once enjoyed the blessings of freedom." 

Omne solum forti patria est. Lat. Ovid. — " To a brave man, 
every soil forms his country." — ^A stout spirit is not to be 
subdued even by exile. He will find his country in every 
clime. 

Omnes stuUos insanire. Lat. Horace. — " That all fools are 
mad." — ^A favourite doctrine of Damasippus the Stoic. 
Mr. Locke has an acute distinction on this subject. He 
states the difference to be, that fools draw false conclusions 
from just principles, whilst madmen draw just conclusions 
from false principles. 

Omne supervacuum pleno depectore manat. 

Lat. Horace. 
" Everything that is superfluous overflows from the full 
bosom." — ^The poet who means to interest, shoidd not 
overload his subject with unnecessary description or im- 
probable aggravation. 

Omnia bona bonis. Lat. — " All things are good with good 
men." — ^Motto of the Ir. Viscoimt Wenman. 
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Omnia ctim amieo delibera, sed de ipso prius. Lat. Seneca. — 
" Consult with your friend on everything, but particularly 
on that which respects yourself." — He may be able to 
direct in cases where otherwise your self-love may mislead. 

Omnia fanda ne/anda, malo permista furore^ 
Jmtificam Twbis mentem avertire Deorum., 

Lat. Catullus. 
" The confusion of right and wrong in this accursed war, 
has deprived us of the protecting care of Heaven.'* 

Omnia fert (Btas, animum quoque. Lat. Virgil. — " Age bears 
away with all things, even the powers of the mind." — 
This IS a reflection too strikingly true, to be enforced by 
any comment. 

Omnia Qrceci ! 



Cum ait turpe magis nostris nescire Latine. Lat. Juv. 
" Everything is affectedly Gbeek, when it is more shame- 
ful for our Romans to be ignorant of Latin." — ^This is used 
as a sarcasm on those who devote themselves to the study 
of other languages without having previously attained the 
mastery of their own. 

Omnia inconsuUi impetiia ctepta, initiis vaiida, spatio Ian- 
gtiescunt Lat. Tacitus. — "All matters commenced with 
hasty violence are strenuous in the beginning, but languish 
in the end." — ^That fervour which seeks no aid from 
wisdom soon evaporates ; the means are therefore exhausted 
before the end can be attained. 

Omnia mala exemph, bonis principiis orta stmt Lat. — " All 
bad precedents have had their rise in good principles." — 
A daring offence very frequently gives birth to a stretch of 
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power. The punishment being jnst in the first instance, 
it gains a sanction from those who do not foresee or dread 
the extent or abuse of the precedent. 

Omnia mea mecum porta. Lat. — " All that is mine I carry 
with me." — ^All my property, it has been waggishly trans- 
lated, i& personal. 

Omnia nonpariter rerum omnibus apta. 

Lat. Peopertixjs. 

" All things are not alike for all men fit." 

Omnia privs verbis experiri^ quam armis, sapientem decet. 
Lat. Terence. — "It is becoming wisdom to try all that 
can be done by negociation before recourse is had to arms." 
Every practicable expedient should be tried by statesmen, 
before they consent to rush into the horrid, inexpiable 
mischief of war. 

Omnia qucB nunc vetustissim/i creduntur nova fuere; et quod 
hodie exemplis iuemur inter exempla erit Lat, Tacitus.— 
" All that we now deem of antiquity at one time were new, 
and what we now defend by examples, on a future day will 
stand as precedents." — This just observation is frequently 
turned against those who wish to rest everything on the 
authority of musty records and antiquated precedents. 

Omnia suspendens naso. Lat. — ^' One who turns up his nose 
at everything." — ^An eternal joker, or sneerer. 

Omnia tuta timens, Lat. Virgil. — " Fearing all things, 
even those which are safe." — ^A mind long harassed with 
dangers, cannot look with confidence to any quarter for 
security or repose. 
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Omnia vincit amor, et nos cedofnms amort, Lat. Yirgil. 
" Love conquers all things, and let us yield to love." — ^His 
power is so despotic that nothing is left to mortals but sub- 
mission. 

Omnibus hoatea 



Reddite rtos pqpiclis — Civile averiite Bellum. \ Lat. Lucan. 
" Lead us into hostility against every people upon earth, 
but at all hazards prevent a Civil War." — If blood must 
be shed — be it so — ^but let it not be the bipod of country- 
men fighting against each other. 

Omni exceptione major. Lat. — ^** Superior to all exception." 
Applied in the first instance to the competence and credi- 
bility of a legal witness, or more generally to the character 
of a man, which is to be considered as unimpeachable. 

Omnia enim rea 



VirtvSfJuma, deeua, divina, hum/inaque ptdchria 
Divitiia parent. Lat. Horace. 

" For all divine and human a&irs, virtue, fame, and 
honour, now obey the alluring influence of riches." — It 
was said in the days of this poet '^ that at Rome all things 
were venal." — ^Had he lived in later days, he could have 
ftimished even a stronger description of the omnipotence 
of wealth, and of the yieldings of venality. 

Omnia fora ferendo auperanda eat. Lat. — ^Every chance is to 
be overcome by enduring." — ^By patience and perseverance 
a man can subdue the worst vicissitude of fortune. 

Omnia pcana cotporalia, quamvia minima, major eat omni 
peend pecuniariA quoAntia maxima. Lat Law Maxim. — 
<' The smallest corporal punishment falls more heavily 
than the largest possible pecuniary penalty." 
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Omnium consensu capax imperii, nisi imperassesset. Lat. 
Tacit. — " In the opinion of all men he would have been 
regarded as capable of governing, if he had never 
governed." — ^This was the language of this great historian 
respecting the Emperor Galba. It is now frequently ap- 
plied to others, who exhibit something like a shew of 
talent, but which, when brought to the test, proves to be 
nothing more than a glittering superficiality. 

On commence par Sire dupe, on finit par Hre fripon. Fr. 
Mad. Deshotjileres. — "They begin by being fools, and 
end in being knaves." — ^This is a just description, as it is 
applied to the progress of a gambler : 

" Such is the equal progress of deceit. 
The early dupe oft closes in the cheat." 

On dit Ft. — " It is said." — ^It is an on dit — ^It is merely a 
. loose report. 

On dit des gueux quails ne sont jamais dans leur chemin, pares 
qu^Hs n^ont point de demeurefixe. II en est de meme de ceux 
qui disputent, sans avoir des notions determinies. Fr. — " It 
is said of beggars that they are never in their way, because 
they have no fixed abode. The same may be applied to 
those who dispute, without having any precise ideas of the 
subject." — ^No man should argue on matters, the nature of 
which he cannot accurately define. 

On fait souvent tort a la vMti par la manikre dont on se sert 
pour la difendre. Fr. — '* An injury is frequently done to 
the cause of truth, by Hie manner in which some men 
attempt to defend it." — An injudicious advocate is some- 
times more hurtfrd than a violent adversary. 

R 
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On n'a jamais bon mareJU de mauvaiae marchandise. Fr. 
Prov. — " The best is always the cheapest." 

On nauroit guh'e de piaisir, si Von ne seflattoit paint Fr. — 
" A man would have but little pleasure if he did not some- 
times flatter himself." 

On n^est jamais si heureuxj ni si malheuretuc qu'on se 
Timagine. Fr. Eochbpoucault. — "People are never so 
fortimate, or so unfortunate, as they suppose themselves to 
be." — ^In either case the feeling is exaggerated. We are 
ever too much elated, or too much depressed. 

On ne cherche point a'prouver la btmi^re. Fr. Prov. — 
" There is no necessity for proving the existence of light." 
— It is idle to adduce proofe of that which is self-evident. 

On ne donne rien si Kb^alemeni que ses eonseiis. Fr. Roche- 
poucAULT. — " Men give away nothing so liberally as their 
advice." 

On ne loui d* ordinaire que ^ pour Stre Umk. Fr. Eochefou- 
CAULT. — " Praise is generally given only that it may be 
returned." — Applied frequently to the bandying of com- 
pliments between two vain person^ 

On ne miprise pas tons ceux qui ont des tices, mats on mSprise 
tons ceuw qui n^ont aucune rertu, Fr. Eochepoucault. — 
** We do not despise all those who have vices ; but we 
despise those who are without any virtue." — ^In the former 
case, there may be some good qualities to make atonement. 

On n* est jamais si ridicule par les quaiites que Von o, que par 
celles que Von affecte d^ avoir. Fr. Rochbfotjcault. — "Men 
are never so ridiculoxis from the qualities which really 
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belong to them, as firom those which they pretend to 
have/' — Affectation is even more contemptible than 
weakn^s. 

Onne 8€ blame, que pour itre louk. Ft. Rochefoucault. — 
"Men only blame themselves for the purpose of being 
praised/* — ^When we impute to ourselves a fault, we gene- 
rally expect to receive a compliment in return. 

On ne trouve gukre d^ingrcUs, tant qu'on est en itat de /aire du 
bien, Fr. Rochefoucault. — "We find but few people 
ungrateful, whilst we are stiU in a condition to confer 
benefits/' — ^Expectation in this case sustains the office of 
gratitude. 

On park pen qmnd la vanitk ne fait pas parler. Fr. Roche- 
foucault. — " Men speak but little when vanity does not 
induce them to speak/' — ^When a person speaks much in 
company, it is done, in most instances, with a view to dis- 
tinguish himself. 

Onperd tout le temps qu^on peut mieua employer, Fr. Rous- 
seau. — "All that time is lost which might be better 
employed.*' 

On peut attirer les coswrs par les qualU^ qu^on montre, mats on 
ne les fixe que par celles qu'on a. Fr. De Moy. — " Hearts 
may be attracted by assumed quiJitiee, but the affections 
are not to be fixed but by those which are real/' — ^Men or 
women may captivate each other, in the first instance, 
by putting on a feigned character, but the mask of the 
hypocrite is loose, and its fall must inevitably betray the 
fraud and the disguise. 

b2 
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Onprend U peuple par les oreiUes, comme on fait un pot par 
les anses. Fr. Prov. — " The people are to be taken by the 
ears as a pot is by the handles." — ^This is a reflection often 
cast, and frequently with justice, on the credulity of the 
mass of the people. 

Onus probandi. Lat. — " The burden of proving.*' — ^The onus 
probandi should lie on the person making a charge. He is 
bound to prove what he asserts. 

Opera iUius mea stint. Lat. — " His works are mine." — ^Thc 
motto of Lord Brownlow. 

Oper(B pretium est. Lat. — " It is worth while " to hear or to 
attend. — H non be placed before est the meaning is 
reversed — " It is not worth while." 

Opere in longofas est obrepere somnum. Lat. Horace. — 

" In a long work it is allowable that sleep should some- 
times creep on the writer." — ^A lapse is pardonable in 
a poem of great length. More indulgence is due to the 
author of an epic poem, than can be allowed to the framcr 
of an epigram or sonnet. 

Opinionum commenia delet dies, natures judUXa confimuU. 
Lat. Cicero. — " Time efhces the comments of opinion, but 
it confirms the judgment of Nature." — Speculative 
opinions pass away, whilst inferences drawn from Nature 
and Truth remain permanently on record. 

y-Qpprohrium medicorum. Lat. — " The disgrace of the physi- 
cians." — ^A name given to a disorder like the Cancer, 
which is generally considered as incurable. 
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Optat ephdppiabosptger, optai arare cabalias. 

Lat. HoBACE. 
" The lazy ox wishes for horse-trappings, and the steed 
wishes to plough." — It is the same in human nature. 
Every man wishes to exchange his situation ; and fre* 
quently to adopt one which is unsuited to his powers. 

Optimum obsotnmn labor. Lat. Prov. — " Labour is the best 
sauce." — ^Labour, like hunger, can give a relish to the 
homeliest food. 

Opum furiata cupido. Lat. Ovid. — " The imgovemable 
passion for wealth.'^ — An avarice which knows no bounds. 

Ora et labara. Lat. — " Pray and labour." — ^The motto of the 
Sc. Earl Dalhousie. 

Orandum est ut sit m^ens sana, in corpore sano, 

Lat. Juvenal. 
*' Our prayers should be for a sound mind in a healthy 
body," as the first great requisites to human happiness. 

Ore tonus. Lat. — " From the mouth." — ^The testimony was 
ore tenus — ^i.e. Parole in contradistinction to written 
evidence. 

Os hatnini sublime decUt ccelumque tueri. 

Lat. Hokace. 
" To man he (God) gave an upright countenance, and to 
survey the Heavens." — Other animals move in an hori- 
zontal posture. An erect attitude is given to man, as if 
on purpose that he should survey the works of the creation. 
It has been thus admirably imitated. 

'' If prone in thought, our stature is our shame. 
And man should blush his forehead meets the skies." 
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0/ si sic armiia. Lat — " Oh had he thus conducted himself 
in every respect/' — ^This quotation is applied to an incon- 
sistent character, who is as meritorious in one great 
instance, as he is censurable in other points of his conduct. 

! tempara, ! mores. Lat. Cicero, — " Oh the times and 
the manners." — ^How the former are changed, and the 
latter debased. 

Otia si tollasyperiere Cupidinis areus. Lat. Ovid. — " Remove 
but the temptations of leisure, and the bow of Cupid shall 
lose its efiPect" — It is indolence that gives force to our 
passions ; they produce but little effect on the mind which 
is absorbed in business and industry. 

Otium cum cUgnitate. Lat. — ^'Leisure and respect." — ^He 
enjoys his otium cum dignitate. He is withdrawn from 
business, and is honoured in his retreat. 

OUum si dignitatc. Lat. — " Leisure, without dignity." — 
A character precisely the reverse of the preceding. 

OUblier je tie puis. Fr. — " I can never forget." — ^Motto of 
the Sc. Baron Colville. 

ow 7v«<ftc oXXa rpajic. Gr. Ou Qftosis alia proxit. — "Not the 
theory but the practice." — ^The former without the latter 
is generally found deficient in the day of trial. 

Oui et Non son bien courts a dire, mais avtmt que de les dire, 
il y faut penser long^tems. Pr. GRAaAN. — " Yes and No 
are very easily said, but before they are said it is necessary 
to think a long time." — In matters of consequence, it is 
most necessary to deliberate before we give a precipitate 
assent, or an hasty negative. 
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Ouwage de longue haleine. Fr. — " A long-winded business/' 
— ^A work too tediously spun out. 

P. 

Pabulutn. Lat.—" Food."— Nutriment. 

Pabulum Acherontis, Lat. Plautus. — "Food for the Achoron." 
— ^A fabled river in the infernal regions. — An old fellow 
just ready to drop into the grave. 

Pacta cotwenta. Lat. — '* Conditions agreed upon." — ^A diplo- 
matic phrase used to describe certain articles, which are to 
be observed — ^until one of the parties finds a convenience 
in their violation. 

Pallida mars (squo puJsat pede 

Paupertmi tabernaSy regumqtie turres. Lat. Horace. 
"Pale death approaches with an equal step, and knocks 
indiscriminately at the door of the cottage and the portals 
of the palace." — Peasants and princes are alike subjected 
to the immutable law of mortality. 

Palma non sinepukere. Lat. — " I have gained the palm, but 
not witliout labour.*' — ^Motto of the Earl of Liverpool. 

Papier machi. Fr. — " Chewed paper." — ^That mashed sub* 
stance of which snu£f boxes and other articles are made. 

Parcere personis, dioere de vitiis. Lat. — " To be sparing of 
persons, and to speak of crimes." — ^This is a precept of 
which the honest satirist should never lose sight. It is his 
duty to lash the vice in general terms : if he descends to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



248 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. PA 

personalties^ the world ¥^01 attribute it to spleen against 
the individnaly or perhaps to some motiye eren less 
honourable. 

Parcere auhjectis ei debeUare superbos. Lat. Vibgil. — "To 
spare the lowly and subdue the proud.** — ^The French have 
held out their adoption of this maxiin, which they thus 
translate^ '^ Ouerre aux chateaux et paix aux chaumieresJ* — 
War against the castles, but peace to the cottages. 

Pari passu. Lat. — " With an equal pace.'* — ^By a similar 
gradation. 

Paritur pax beUo. Lat. Corn. Nep. — "Peace is produced by 
war." — ^The party desirous of peace is often compelled to 
make a greater show of hostile preparation, in order to 
bring about the return of that inestimable blessing. 

Par les mimes votes onneva pas toujours avx mimes fins. Fr. 
St. Real. — " By the same means we do not always arrive 
at the same ends." — ^Though acting from the best ex- 
perience, our plans may be deranged by unforeseen circum- 
stances. 

Parlez du lovp et tons verrez sa queue. Fr. Prov. — " Speok of 
the wolf, and you will see his tail." — Mention but a per- 
son's name, and he instantly makes his appearance. Or, 
as the English proverb has it, " Talk of the Devil," Ac. 

Parlez peu et bien si vous voulez qu^on vous regarde, comme un 
homme de m^rite. Fr. — " Speak but little and well, if you 
would be esteemed as a man of merit." — ^Tou should 
neither tire by loquacity, or offend by incorrectness. 
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Far tnaniire d^ acquit. Ft. Prov. — " By way of discharge.'' 
— CareleBsly. 

Par negotiia neque supra. Lat. Tacitus. — " Neither above nor 
below his business." — ^Used to describe a man whose abili- 
ties are exactly fitted to his station. 

Par nobile fratrum. Lat. — ^A noble pair of brothers." — ^Used 
ironically to denote two associates exactly suited to each 
other. 

Par pari refero. Lat. — " I return like for Uke." — I have 
recourse only to means similar to those which were pre- 
viously employed by my adversary. 

Pars heneficii est, quod petitur, si cito neges. Lat. Sybus. — 
'' It is something like kindness immediately to refuse, what 
it is intended to deny." — ^It is charity not to excite a hope, 
when it must end in disappointment. 

Pars hominum gaudet pitiis constanter et urget 
ProposUum; pars mutta natal, mode recta capessens, 
IfUerdum prams obnoxia. Lat. Hon. 

" Some men exult in their vices, and constantly pursue 
their vicious objects — ^but the greater part are fluctuating, 
sometimes imdertaking what is right, and sometimes 
yielding to that which is wrong." 

Pars minima sui. Lat. — " The smallest part of the man, or 
of the thing," — ^The poor shadowy remains of the man — 
or the frittered remnant of the subject. 

Pars sanitcUis veils Banari fuit. Lat. Seneca. — " The wish to 
be cured is of itself an advance to health." — Metapho- 
rically : to be conscious of one's own folly is a negative 
advance to amendment. 
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Fwr signe de mepria. Fr. — " As a token of contempt." 

Parturiunt motUes, nascitur ridiculm mm, Lat. Horace. — 
*' The mountaiii is in labour^ and a ridiculous mouse is 
brought forth." — ^Applied to an author or orator, whose 
laboured openings produce nothing in the end but abortion 
or imbecility. 

Parvum parva decent. Lat. Horace. — " Little things befit 
the humble man." — The man in a low station never makes 
himself ridiculous, but when his efforts exceeds his means. 

Pas d pas on va Men loin. Fr. — " Step by step one goes 
very far." — ^To advance by degrees is in general the most 
secure, as well as most successful mode of proceeding. 

Pascitur in vivis livor^post fata quiescit, 

Tunc sutis, ex merito, quemque tuetur honor. Lat. Ovm. 
'^ Envy is nourished against the living. It ceases when 
the object is dead. His deserved honours then will defend 
him agaiost calumny." — ^The sentiment that the world 
seldom does justice to living merit, will be found, varied 
only in the expression, in different places of this collection. 

Passato it pericoh, gabbato il santo, Ital. Prov. — " When 
the danger is past, the saint is mocked." — ^Li Catholic 
countries, in every case of danger and difficulty, prayers 
are eagerly offered to some peculiar saint. If the peril be 
avoided, the patron saint relapses into cold neglect, until 
he be elevated into respect by the approach of new danger. 
It applies to cases of friendship exerted, on protection ex- 
tended, which are too often forgotten with the occasion. 
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Passim. Lat. — " Everywhere." — ^In varioofi places. 

Pater JumUids. Lat.— " The £ather of a family/' 

Pater ipse colendi 

HaudfacUem esse mam voluit, primuaque per a/rtem 
Movit agros, curia acuens mortaUa corda. 

Lat. Virgil. 
'* The father himself of tillage, did not wish the way to be 
easy : he was the first to raise the soil by art ; inciting the 
hnman heart by anxiety.'^ — ^Providence has put care and 
labour in our way> as blessings too easily enjoyed are soon 
neglected, if not despised. 

Pater pairiw. Lat. — " The father of his ^eountry.'' 

Patience passe science. Fr. — " Patience surpasses know- 
ledge." — ^The motto of Viscount Falmouth. 

Patitur qui fnncit, Lat. — "He who conquers, suffers." — 
Motto of the Sc. Baron Kinnaird. 

Patrice fumm igne alieno lucvlentior. Lat. — "The smoke of 
one's own country appears brighter than any foreign fire.'* 
— Every man must love his natal soil, in spite of all its 
comparative disadvantages. 

Patria cara^ carior libertas. Lat. — " My country is dear, but 
liberty is dearer." — ^Motto of Earl Radnor. 

Patrid quis exul se quoque fugit ? Lat. Horace. — " What 
exile from his country is able to escape himself P " — Gmlt 
vainly seeks for a refuge in foreign climes from its own 
consciousness. 

" What exile from his native land, 
E er left himself behind ? " Hastuj off. 
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PcUrim infelici fidelis. Lat. — " FaithM to my unhappy 
country/' — ^Motto of the Ir. Earl of Courtown. 

Patriis virtuUbtis. Lat. — "By hereditary virtue." — Motto 
of the Ir. Baron Leitrim. 

Fauci dignoscere possunt 



Vera bona, atque Mis muttem diversa. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" Few men can distinguish between that which is really 
good^ and that which is directly the opposite." — ^There are 
many who are incapable of choosing that course which 
is likely to prove advantageous to themselves. 

Faucis carior est fides qwim pecunia. Lat. Sallust. — " There 
are few who do not set a higher value on their money, 
than on their good faith." — ^The historian wrote in an cera 
of the Roman Republic, when all the finer feelings were 
absorbed in the prevailing passion of avarice. 

Paulvm sepuUcB distal inertim 

Celata tdrtus. Lat. Horace. 

" Virtue or energy when concealed diflfers but little from 
buried inertness." — If a man can serve his country or his 
friend, and withholds his exertions, he is aa liable to 
blame for his indolence as another for his incapacity. 

Pauper enim non est cui rerum suppetet usits. 

Lat. Horace. 
"That man is not poor who has the use of necessary 
things." — The wise man, when the wants of life are 
supplied, can smile at those who are running after its 
luxuries and superfluities. 
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Paupertas fttgitur, totoqm arcessitur orbe. Lat. Lucan. — 
" Poverty is shunned and prosecuted all over the globe," — ^It 
is universally treated as a crime, and where humanity steps 
not in to make a few exceptions, it everywhere incurs 
the penalty of disgrace. 

Pauvres gens, je le plaina, car an a pour les fous 
Plus de pitie que de courroux, F. Boileau. 

"Poor gentlemen, I pity them; for one always entertains 
for fools more of pity than of anger." — ^A sarcasm addressed 
to a class of disappointed authors. 

Pax in hdlo. Lat. — " Peace in war." — ^A relaxed or incom- 
petent systCTa of hostility.—" The king," says Dr. Johnson, 
"who makes war on his enemies tenderly, distresses his 
subjects most cruelly." — ^Motto of the Duke of Leeds. 

Pax potior hello. Lat. — " Peace is preferable to war." 

Peceavi. Lat. — " I have sinned." — ^To make ohe cry peccam 
— ^to compel him to acknowledge his transgression. 

Pecuniam in loco negligere maximum est lucrum. Lat. Terence. 
— " To despise money on some occasions leads to the greatest 
gain," — ^There are circumstances where nothing is to be 
expected but from a liberal expenditure. 

PeiTte fort et dure. Fr» — " A harsh and severe pain." — ^This 
was applied in the old law to the punishment of laying 

* under heavy weights, and feeding only with bread and 
kennel water the culprit who refused to plead on his 
arraignment. This severity is done away by a later Act of 
Parliament, which enacts, that the jralprit so refusing to 
plead, shall be held to have pleadedguilty. 
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Pendente lite. Lat. — "Whilst the suit or contest is de- 
pending/' 

Pense d bien. Fr.— " Think for the best."— Motto of Vis- 
count Wentworth. 

Per (icuta belli. Lat. — " Through the perils of war." — ^Motto 
of the Ir. Earl of Tyrconnel. 

Peraget tranquilla poteatas 

Quod violenta nequit : mandataque fortius urget 
Imperia quies. Lat. Claudian. 

" Power can do no more by quietude than by violence, and 
calmness will best enforce the imperial mandate." — ^Things 
lawfully and mildly commanded exact performance; but 
if harshly and illegally required, produce dislike, and 
sometimes refusal and resistance. 

Per anffusta ad augusta. Lat. — " Through difficulties to 
grandeur." — ^Motto of the Ir. Earl of Massaxeene. 

Per ardua Uberi. — " Lat. — " Freedom through difficulty." — 
The motto of Lord Camelford. 

Percunctatorem Jugito nam garrulue idem est. Lat. Horace. 
" Shun the inquisitive person, for he is also a talker." — 
Those who enquire much into the affitirs of others, are 
seldom capable of retaining the secrets which they learn. 

Pereant amid, dum una inimici interddant. Lat. Cicero. 
— " Let our friends perish, provided that our enemies fall 
at the same time." — ^This, which was a proverb both with 
the Chreeks and the Romans, is quoted by the orator, only 
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to be marked by his reprobation. It is a sentiment which 
bears the stamp of a cold, and most detestable selfishness. 

Pereant qui ante no8 nostra diaerunt Lai — "May they 
perish who said onr good things before ns/' — This was an 
humourous exclamation used even by the ancients, when 
charged with having borrowed from their predecessors. 
They acknowledged thereby the truth of the adage, *' Nil 
dictum quod non dictum priua**'^^^^ Nothing can be said 
which has not been said before ;"— or, in the words of the 
English adage, "that there is nothing new imder the sun!'^ 

Pcrfa^ et nefaa. Lat. — "Through right and wrong/* — ^He 
pursued his purpose, per fas et nejm. He left no possible 
means untried. 

Pericuhsm plenum opus alece. Lat. — " A work fiill of dan-, 
gerous hazard.*' — ^A business pregnant with danger. 

Periere mores, jus, decuSy pietaa, fides, 
Et qui redire nescit, cum perit, pudor. Lat. Seneca. 

" We have lost all morals, justice, honour piety, and faith ; 
and with these that modest sense of shame which, once 
extinguished, never can be restored.*' — ^This is one of the 
complaints, frequently, and at all times repeated, of the 
dissoluteness of the present age. 

Periissem niperiissem. Lat. — " I had perished unless I had 
perished." — ^The motto of the Sc. Baron Newark. 

Per U suo contrario. Ital. — "By its reverse or opposite." 
—Motto of the Earl of Uxbridge. 
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Peiyurii poena divina emtium, humana dedeeus. Lat. — " The 
crime of perjury is punished by Heaven with perdition, and 
by man with disgrace/' — ^This, which was one of the laws of 
the Romans, called "The Laws of the Twelve Tables," is 
sometimes quoted as a maxim by modem judges and 
lawyers. 

Per mare per ierrae. Lat. — " Through sea and land." — 
Motto of the Lr. Baron Macdonald, 

PermUte divis caiera. Lat. Horace. — " Leave the rest to 
the gods." — ^Discharge your duty, and leave the rest to 
Providence. 

Per muUum risum^ poteris cognoscere stuUum. Lat. — " By his 
redundant laughter, you can always distinguish the fool." 
— ^Nothing marks a weak mind more strongly than an ex- 
cess of laughter upon trivial occasions. 

Per quod serviiium amisU. Law Term. — " By which he lost 
her service." — ^The words are used to describe the injury 
sustained by the plaintiff when the defendent has debauched 
a daughter or apprentice. 

Per soMum. Lat. — " By a leap" — ^He has taken his degrees 
per sattum. — ^He has attained to high honours by passing 
over the intermediate degrees. 

Per ecelera semper scelertbus certum est iter. Lat. Seneca. — 
" The way to wickedness is always through wickedness." 
— ^The perpetration of one crime generally leads to the com- 
mission of another. 

Perse, Lat. — "By itself." — No man likes mustard i?^«e. 

Johnson. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PE — ^PH DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS.^ 267 

Perseterando. Lat. — "By perseverance." — ^The motto of 
Lord Ducie. 

Per mrios costly per tot discrimina rerum. Lat. Virgil. 

" Through various chances^ and through so many vicissi- 
tudes of affairs." — ^After such a strange variety of 
adventures. 

Pessimum genus inimicorum lavdantea. Lat. Tacitus* — 
" Flatterers are the worst species of enemies." — ^You can- 
not guard against their attacks. — ^A secret mine is more to 
be dreaded than an open assault. 

Pitites maisom, Fr. — "The little houses." — ^A French 
phrase for a mad-house ; probably from the narrowness of 
the cells. 

Peu de bien, peu de soin. Fr. Prov. — "He who has not 
much wealth, has not much care." 

Peu de gens saveni Stre vieux. Fr. Rochbfoucault. — " Few 
persons know how to be old."" — ^When the manners of 
youth are suffered to accompany old age, they only tend to 
make it ridiculous. 

Peu de gens sont assez sage pour pre/erer le bldnie qui leur est 
utUe, d la louange qui ks trahit. Fr. Eochefoucault. — 
" Few persons are so wise as to prefer the censure, which 
may be useful to them, to the flattery which betrays 
them." 

Philosophia stemma non inqncit. Platonem nan accepii 
nobilem phihsophta sed fecit. Lat. Seneca. — "Philosophy 
does not look into pedigrees. She did not adopt Plato as 
noble, but she made him such." — ^Li the eye of true philo* 
sophy, all men are equal ; distinction is only to be acquired 
by superior worth and talents. 
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Pidoribus atquepoetis 



Quidlibet audendi semper fuit cequa potestas. Lat. Horace. 
"The power to dare everything always belonged to 
painters and to poets." — ^The sister arts are entitled to 
. avail themselves of equal boldness of invention. 

Pie poudre. Law Fr. — "Dusty feet." — ^The court of— 
" This is the lowest court recognised by the law of Eng- 
land.'' — The etymology of the name is somewhat doubtful. 
Sir Edward Coke says, that it has its name, because justice 
is done " as speedily as dust can fall from the foot ;* whilst 
others derive it from the " dusty feet" of the suitors. Mr, 
Barrington derive it more satisfactorily from pieds pvld/re- 
aux, a pedler, in old French — a court of petty chapmen, 
such as resort to fairs and markets. 

Piger scribendi ferre labor em; 



Scribendi recte^ tuwiy nt muUum nil moror. Lat. Horace^ 
" Too indolent to undergo the toil of writing, I mean of 
writing [well ; for, as to the quantity of his ccnnposition, 
that is wholly out of the question.** — ^AppUed with pro- 
priety to the numerous tribe of careless, dashing writers, 
who cannot endure the labour of revising or correcting 
their own works. 

Pindarum quisguis studet studet (Bmulari, 

Ceratis ope Dcedaled, 

NUUur pennis, vUreo daturue 

Nomina Ponto. Lat. Horace. 

" He who imitates the poet Pindar, relies on wings affixed 
with wax, as by the art of DsDdalus, and is sure to give his 
name to a glassy sea." — ^The allusion is to Icarus the son of 
Da)dalus, who is fabled to have fled from Crete cm artificial 
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wings, when the sun melting his waxen pinions, he fell 
into the Icarian sea. — ^The lesson relates to the difficulty 
of what is called Pxn€laric poetry ; the ancient and modem 
imitators of that bard, having given, in general, in lieu of 
the Flights of Genius, nothing but flights of extrava- 
gance! 

Plerumque gratce divitibm vices. Lat. Hobace. 

" Changes are generally agreeable to the opulent." — ^The 
poet alludes to the love of variety, so generally prevalent 
in those who can afford to indulge in it. 

Ploratur lacrymia amissa peeunia verts. 

Lat Juvenal. 
" The loss of money is deplored with real tears.*' — ^What- 
ever may be affected on other subjects, nothing wounds 
the feelings of most men so much as their pecuniary 
losses. 

Phravere mis non respondere favorem. 
Speratum meritis. Lat. Horace. 

'^ They lamented that the encouragement for which they 
hoped did not await upon their merits.*' — ^This was applied 
in the first instance to the disappointment of poets ; but 
men of talent in other walks of life, are but too sensible 
that it will bear a wider range of application. 

Plurafdciwnt homines e constietudine, quam i ratione. Lat. — ^ 
" Men do more from custom than from reason.*' — ^In our 
general conduct, we are foimd to act rather from habit 
than from reflection. 

Plura sunt quae nos terrent, quam qua premmU^ et sc^ua 
opinione quam re laboramus. Lat. Senega. — " Our alarms 
are much more numeroujs than our dangers, and we sii£fer 

s2 
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much oftener in apprehension than in fact." — ^The expe- 
rience of human life has proved, that imaginary terrors 
occur more frequently than real dangers. 

Plures crapula quam gladiuM. Lat. Prov. — " Gluttony kills 
more than the sword.*' — ^We are shocked on hearing of 
the multitude mowed down by the scythe of war ; but we 
do not notice the silent and wide-spreading destruction 
with which debauchery and excesses thin the ranks of 
private life. 

Pluries. Lat. Law Term. — "At several times.'' — ^It is a 
name given to a writ which issues after two former writs 
have gone out without effect. The original writ is the 
capias — ^then follows an aftcw, which failing, the pluries 



Pluris est oeuUxtm testis unus quam auriti decern. Lat. 
Platjtus. — " One 03^- witness is of mwe weight than ten 
who give evidence from hearsay." 

Plus aJoes quam mellk habet. Lat. — " He has more of gall 
than of honey." — ^Applied to a writer whose forie lies 
chiefly in sarcasm. 

Plus apud nos vera ratio vcdeat quam vulgi cpinio, - Lat. 
. CiCBRO. — ^"Reason shall prevail with me more than 

popular opinion." — ^I shall prefer my own judgment to 

general prejudice. 

Plus dolet quam necesse est, qui ante dolet quam necesse est. 
Lat. Seneca. — " He grieves more than is necessary, who 
• grieves before it is necessary." 
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. Plus est quam vita salueque. 



Quodpent : in totum muncU prosiemimur (emm. 

Lat. LUGAN; 

'' More than life and safety is lost in the present conflict ; 
we are laid prostrate even to the last epoch of the world.'' 
— ^This is said by the poet in lamenting the consequences 
of the battle fought between CsBsar and Pompey at Phar- 
salia. It is now often used to describe conflicts of a differ- 
ent kind, in the way of exaggeration, and when not 
national but personal interests are concerned. 

Plus impetus, rnqforem constantiam penes miseros. Lat. Taci- 
tus. — " There is more of violence as well as of perseverance 
amongst the lowly and the wretched." — ^A wise govern- 
ment will therefore always be cautious of provoking this 
description of men to opposition or resistance. 

Plusque exemplo quam peccato nocent. Lat. — ** They do more 
mischief from the example, than from the sin." — Spoken 
of persons in distinguished situations. The best example 
should be given from the highest place. 

Plus ratio quam vis (xeca rnlere solet, Lat. Corn. Gallus. — 
** Beason can in general do more than blind force." — ^That 
which cannot be done by mere strength, is sometimes to be 
accomplished by address. 

Plussalis quam sumptus. Lat. C. Nbpos. — "There was more 
of relish than of cost." — A proper definition of a philo- 
sophical entertainment. 

Plutdt mourir que changer. Fr. — " Sooner die than change." 
— ^This flftvoxurite motto is that which was written by a fair 
one on the sands, when walking by the sea shore." — ^Her 
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lover arrived in tune to read it : his joy, however, was soon 
dashed by a prophetic wave, which instantly erased the 
inscription. 

Poeta nascitur non fit Lat. Prov. — " A poet is bom, but is not 
niade." — ^No degree of study can make a poet, unless the 
man be possessed of innate genius. — ^This, however, is a 
point very warmly litigated. 

Point <r argent, point de Suisse. Pr. Prov. — " No more money, 
no more Swiss.'* — ^An allusion to the mercenary services of 
that nation. — " No longer pipe, no longer dance.'* 

Pol/ me oeddistis amid. Lat. Horace. — "By H n, you 

have destroyed me, my friends." — ^Tour misplaced zeal has 
inflicted on me an injury. 

Ponamus nimios gemitus ; fiagrantior (Bquo 
Non debet esse dolor viri, nee tmlnere major. Lat Juvenal. 
" Let us dismiss all excessive sorrow : the grief of a man 
should not pass the bounds of propriety, or shew itself 
greater than the infliction.*' — ^A man is debased by that 
womanish sorrow, which knows no bounds, and passes far 
beyond the occasion. 

Pone seram, cohihe ; sed quid custodiet ipsos 
Cmtodesf Cauta est et ab iUis indpit wcor. Lat. Juvenal. 
" Apply locks and restraint, but who shall watch your own 
spies P Your wife is cunning, and wiU begin by seducing 
them." — ^When a woman is inclined to mischief, her artifices 
will mock every preventitive effort. 

Ponton. Fr. Military Term. — "A temporary bridge for an 
army." — " Pontonniers " — men who are employed in the 
construction of such bridges. 
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Popuhsa me sibilat at miki plaude 



Ipse dotniy simulac nummos carUemplor in area. 

Lat. Horace. 
'' The people hiss me, but I applaud myself at home, when 
I contemplate the money in my chest.'^ — ^The miser finds, 
in the view of his hoards, a consolation and refuge from 
the public contempt. 

Poecentea vario muUum diversa palato. Lat. Horace. — 
"Requiring, with various taste, things widely different 
from each other.'* — ^This phrase is used by an author, who 
found it impossible, like many of his less fortunate suc- 
cessors, how difficult it was to please the varjring taste of 
each individual reader. 

Passe camitatits. Lat. — " The power of the coimty," which 
the sheriff is authorized to call forth whenever an opposi- 
tion is made to the King's writ, or to the execution of 
justice. 

Possunt quia posse videntur. Lat. — " They are able, because 
they seem to be able." — ^The greater energy in all cases of 
force will be found on that side, which from any cause 
whatever can be taught to look confidently for success. 

Post amicitiam credendum est, ante amioitiam judicandum, 
Lat. Seneca. — " After forming a friendship, you should 
render implicit belief ; before that period, you may exercise 
your judgment.^' — ^In a state of perfect friendship, there 
should be nothing like hesitation or distrust on either ride. 

Post beUum auxiUum. Lat. — " Aid after the war." — ^A vain 
and superfluous succour, offered when the difficulty is 
past. 
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Poitea. Law Lat. — " Afterward^*' — The name given to 
the writ by which the proceedings by nm priua are 
returned after the verdict, into the court of common pleas. 

Po^t equitem sedet cUra eura. Lat. Horace. — " Dark 

care sits behind the horseman." — ^This is said of the man 
of guilty who vainly endeavours to fly from his own 
reflections. 

Post malam segetem serenduni est Lat. Seneca. — " After a 
bad crop, you should instantly begin to sow.'* — ^Instead 
of sinking imder misfortune, we should immediately think 
of renewing our industry. 

Post nuhUa Phoebus. Lat. — "The sun shines forth after 
clouds.'* — ^Motto of the Lr. Baron Shuldham. 

Post tot naufragia portum. Lat. — " After so many ship- 
wrecks, there appears a harbour." — ^Aft»r so many dangers, 
an asylum at length presents itself — Motto of Earl 
Sandwich. 

Postulata. Lat. — " Things required." — ^The admissions de- 
manded from an adversary, before the main argument is 
entered upon. 

PotetUiam catUia quam acribus consiliis tutius hdberi, Lat. 
Tacpfus. — " Power is more safely to be retained by 
cautioujs than by severe coimcils." — Mildness combined 
with vigilance, as a prop of power, is more to be relied 
upon than a system of irritating severity. 

Potentismnus est qui se habet in potestafe. Lat. Seneca. — 
" He is most powerful, who has himself in his power ; " who 
is able to command himself. 
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Pour bien desirer. Ft. — " To desire good." — ^Motto of Lord 
Dacre. 

Pour connoitre le prix de Vargenty il faut itre ohligi d'en 
emprunter, Fr. — " In order to know the yalu6 of money, 
a man must be obliged to borrow/' — ^He will then learn its 
value from the price which is set upon the obligation. 

Pour s'itablir dan8 le monde^ on fait tout ce que I'onpeut, pour 
y paroitre itahli, Fr. Rochefoucault. — "When a man 
has to establish himself in the world, he makes every effort 
in his power to exhibit himself as already established.^' 

Pour y parvenir. Fr. — " To attain the object.'* — Motto of 
the Duke of Rutland. 

PrcBcipuum munm annalium reor, ne virtutea sUeantur, utque 
prams dictis factisque ex posteritate et in/amid mctus dt 
Lat. Tacitus. — " The principal office of history I take to 
be this, to prevent virtuous actions from being passed over 
in silence, and that some fear of an opprobrious verdict 
from posterity should attach itself to foul expressions and 
vicious conduct." 

Prmferre patinam Uberis regem decet. Lat. Seneca. — "A 
king should prefer his country to his children." — His duty 
to his subjects should take place of his family affections. 

Prcemunire. Law Lat. (from Prcemonercy " to forewarn." — A 
writ by which offenders, in certain cases, are put out of the 
protection of the law. 

PrcBsertim ut nunc sunt moreSy adeo res reditu 
Si guisquis r^it, magna habenda est gratia. 

Lat. Terence. 
" In the present state of manners, the matter is brought to 
this point, that if any man pays a debt, the creditor must 
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acceptitaflafayonr/' — ^In every state of lile, whidi is called 
civilised^ it appears that this same payment of debts was 
always considered as a most awkward, reluctant, and ill- 
complexioned sort of business. 

PrcBsto et persto. Lot. — " I perform, and I persevere." — 
Motto of the So. Earl of Haddington^ 

Pravo mvere naso 



Spectandum ntgris ocuUs, nigroque capiUo. Lat. Horace. 
" With an ugly nose, to be remarkable for fine black eyes 
and hair." — ^Beauty consists in the proportion, correspond- 
ence, and harmony of parts. A fine eye, the poet hints, 
will only serve to make an ugly nose the more conspicuous. 
Thus the value of one qualification is frequently impaired 
through the want of another. 

Prece$ armatm. Lat. — " Armed prayers.*' — Claims made 
feigned submission, but which at the same time are to be 
sustained by force. 

Prend tnai tel que je auis. Fr. — " Take me just as I am." — 
Motto of the Ir. Vise. Loftus. 

Prendre la June avec lea dents. Fr. — "To seize the moon 
with one's teeth." — ^To aim at impossibilities. 

Prendre martre pour renard. Fr. Prov. — " To take a martin 
for a fox." — " To catch a Tartar" — " to take a wrong sow 
by the ear." 

PrSt d'accomplir, Fr. — " Beady to perform." — Motto of the 
Earl of Shrewsbury. 

Pret pour mon pays. Fr. — " Ready for my country.'^ — 
Motto of Lord Monson. 
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Prima facie. Lat. — " On the first foce/' — On the first view 
of an affidr ; or, in parliamentary phraseology^ on the first 
Uush of tihie business. 

PrimcB vice. Lat. — " The first passages '' of the hmnan body, 
the intestinal canal. 

Primum mobile. Lat. — "The first moticMi." — ^The main 
spring, or impulse, which puts aU the other parts into 
activity. 

Principilms placuiaae viris non ultima lavs est. Lat. Horace. — 
"To have pleased great men, is a circumstance which 
claims not the last degree of praise.'' — ^This poet was also 
a courtier. The praise could not be great, if the court of 
Augustus bore a resemblance to some of modem times. 

Principiia obsta. Lat. — " Meet the first beginnings.'* — ^Look 
to the budding mischief, before it has time to ripen into 
maturity. See the neat article. 

PrincipOs obsta, sero medicina paratur 

Gum mala per longas convahere moras. Lat. Ovid. 

" Meet the disorder in its outset. The medicine may be 
too late, when the disease has gained ground through 
delay." — ^This precept is xmiversally just. It is at present 
more frequently applied to political, than to animal 
economy. 

Prius quam incipias consulto, et ubi consulueris mature facto 
opus est. Lat. Sallustf. — " Advise well before you begin ; 
when you have maturely considered, then act with promp- 
titude." 

Privatus tUis census erat brevis commune magnum. 

Lat. Horace. 
"Their private fortunes were but small, the wealth 
of the public was great." — This description was applied 
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to the infancy of the Roman republic, and contrasted with 
the later and more corrupt times, when individuals were 
possessed of enormous wealth, while the public treasury 
was impoverished. 

Pro aris etfocis. Lat. — " For our altars and our hearths/' — 
For our religion and our fire-sides. 

Probam pauperiem sine dote qtuBro. Lat. — " I court virtuous 
poverty without a dowry." — I throw myself into the 
embraces of poverty, unactuated by any ambitious wishes. 

Probitaa laudaiur et cUget Lat. Juv. — " Honesty is praised 
and freezes." — Acts of probity have too frequently no 
other reward than a cold commendation. 

Probitas verus honor. Lat. — "Probity is true honour." — 
The motto of the Ir. Viscoxmt Chetwynd. 

Pro bono publico. Lat. — " For the public good." 

Probum non pcmitet. Lat. — "The honest man does not 
r^)ent" — Motto of Lord Sandys. 

Pro Christo et patria. Lat. — " For Christ and my coimt ry." — 
Motto of Sc. Earl Kerr. 

Procul a Jove, procul a falmine. Lat. — "Being far from 
Jupiter, you are also far from his thunder." — ^Those who 
feel not the simshine of court-favour, are exempted in 
return from the dangers of courtly intrigue. 

Procul O ! procul esto profani 

Gondamat votes, totoque absistUe luco. Lat. YntoiL. 
" Retire ! far hence retire ye profane ; and quit entirely 
the sacred grove." — This was the solemn preface to the 
Eleusinian mysteries. The first line is often quoted in an 
ironical sense. 
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Prodesse eivibus. Lat. — ^* To be of advantage to my fellow 
citizens." — ^To be employed on a work^ the end and aim of 
which is to be of service to the community to which one 
belongs. 

Prodesse quam eonqriceri. Lat. — " To do good rather than 
to be conspicuous.'* — ^Motto of Lord Somers. 

Pro et con. Lat. — "For and against." — ^The reasonings 
pro et con — on both sides of the question. 

Pro hoc pice. Lat. — " For this turn." — ^A. shall present pro 
hoc ffice, when B. has an alternate right of presentation to 
a living. 

Prohibetur ne quis facicU in sua, quod nocere possit in alieno. 
Lat. Law Maxim. — " It is forbidden that any man should 
do that in his own, which may injure another." — If a man 
does any thing on his groimd which offends his neighbour, 
it is held to be a nuisance, and as such may be abated : 
Such an offence is the building which darkens the windows 
of another ; erectjjng a dye-house, forming a tan-pit, &c., 
the smells of which are offensive, and sometimes infectious. 

Prob superi ! qtuintum moii/dia pectora ccbccb 
Noctis habent. Lat. Ovid. 

"Heavens! what thick darkness pervades the minds of 
men." — ^How clouded is the imderstanding of the many ! 

Prqjicit ampullas tt sesquipedalia verba. Lat. Horace — " He 
throws away his swollen phrases and his words a foot and 
a half long."— When reduced to adversity, a man forgets 
the lofty tone, and supercilious language of prosperity. 

Pro Kbertate p(UruB. Lat. — " For the liberty of my country." 
— Motto of the Ir. Baron Massey. 
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Pro Magna Charta. Lat— '' For the Gieai Ohaarter."— Motto 
of Lord Le Despencer. 

Propriumhunumi ingenii estodisse, quern hjBseris, Lat. Tacitus. 
— " It is in the nature of man to hate those he has in- 
jured.^' — ^It is the disposition of many never to be reconciled 
to those whom they have offended, as supposing perhaps 
that the forgiveness of the opposite party cannot be 
sincere. 

Pro rege et patria. Lat. — " For my king and country.'* — 
Motto of the Sc. Earl of Leven. 

Pro rege, lege, et grege. Lat. — " For the king, the law, and 
the people." — ^Motto of Lord Ponsonby. 

Pro re nata, Lat. — " For a special business." — An assembly 
called ^ro re nata — ^for that particular aflGiir. 

Pro sahte animw. Lat. — " For the health or safety of the 
soul." — ^Thus the Ecclesiastical Court has cognizance in 
certain cases pro salute animce. <» 

Prosperum et feUx sceltts virtus vocatur. Lat. Seneca. — 
'' Wickedness, when successful and prosperous, is called 
virtue. — "This will be best explained by the English 
epigram: 

" Treason does never prosper ; what's the reason ? 
That when it prospers, none dare call it treason ! " 

Protectio trahif subjectionem, et sulgectio protectiofiem. Lat. 
Law Maxim. — "Protection implies allegiance, and alle- 
giance should ensure protection." — As the subject owes to 
the sovereign obedience, so the soveimgn is bound to 
defend the laws, the persons, and property of his subjects. 
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Pro tempore. Lat. — ** For the time/' — ^A meaaurejpro tempore 
— a temporary expedient. 

Pro virtute feUx temeritas. Lat. Seneca. — "Instead of 
valour, there was a happy rashness," — ^The philosopher 
speaks of Alexander ; but if modem generals were to be 
tried in the same manner, we should find that the greater 
part of their " glories/' are to be set down in the same 
manner, to a successful temerity. 

Proximtis ardet Ucakgon. Lat. Virg. — " Your next neigh- 
bour's house is on fire." — The danger is so near, that it 
becomes you to consider your own safety. 

Prowimus eum egomet mihi. Lat. Law Maxim. — ^'I am 
always nearest to myself." — ^This maxim bears on certain 
cases, in which a man may, without injustice, take to him- 
self a preference : as an executor may first pay a legacy to 
himself, or take his own debt before other debts of an 
equal degree. 

Pudens/uturi temporia exitum 
Caliginosa noctepremit Dem 
JRidetquCy si mortalk tUtra 

Fas trepidat. Lat. Horace. 

" God, in his wisdom, has inf olved the fixture in clouded 
night ; and he smiles, [if mortals are improperly anxious 
to know what is to happen." — ^This is a sublime lesson to 
those who neglect their present opportunities, and are con- 
tinually employing their thoughts about the future. 

"frvxnQ larpiiov, Qr. Psuches latreion. — " Physic for the 
mind." — ^Applied to books, or reading. 

Pubheumhonwn pritaio est prceferendum, Lat. Law Maxim. 
— "The public good is to be preferred before private 
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advantage." — ^Thus a woman entitled to a dower, shall, 
not be endowed of a castle of defence, because that is pro 
bono pubUco. 



' Pudet hcBC opprohria nobis 



Etpotuisae did, et non potuiase refelU, Lat. Horace. 

'' It is shameful that such reproaches shoidd be cast upon 
us, and that we are unable to meet them with a refuta- 
tion." — Our situation is opprobrious indeed, when we are 
left without an answer to offer to our adversaries. 

Pudore et LiheraUiate liberos 
Eetinere, aatius esse credo, quam nietu. Lat. Terence. 

'' It is better to keep children to their duty by a sense of 
honour, and by kindness, than by fear and punishment." 
— Severity towards children often produces an effect 
directly the reverse of that which was intended. 

Pukhrum est aecusari ah accumndis. Lat. — '*It is an honour- 
able circumstance to be accused by those, who are them- 
selves deserving of accusation." 

Pukhrum est bene/acere r^publkm, etiam bene dichre haud 
absurdum est. Lat. Sallust. 

" It is commendable to act well for the republic — even to 
speak well, should not be without its praise." 

Pukhrum est dignito monstrari et dicier hie est. Lat. Persiits. 
" It is pleasant to be pointed at with the finger, and to 
have it said "There goes the man." — ^Applied to those 
who are fond of obtruding themselves upon the public 
notice. 
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Punica fides. Lat. — " Punic faith." — ^This phrase was used 
in an ironioal sense by the Bomans, to denote the treachery 
of the Carthaginians, a charge from which they were not 
themselves to be exempted. It is now used generally to 
mark the absence of good faith, or the breach of a political 
engagement. 

Punitis ingeniis glisdt auctorUas. Lat. Tacttus. — " When 
men of talents are pimished, their authority is strength- 
ened." — ^When the infliction of the law falls upon the witty 
or ingenious author of what is termed a libel, it generally 
serves to give weight and notoriety to that which might 
have been overlooked in its impunity. 

Puras Deu8, non plenaa, adyncit manua. Lat. Sybus. — " Gbd 
looks only to pure, and not to full hands.'' — ^The Supreme 
Judge looks to the innocence, and not to the wealth of the 
party. It is sometimes otherwise in the courts below. 



Qu(B amka, scUva. Lat. — " What has been lost, is safe." — 
Motto of the Sc. Earl Kintore. 

Qu€B fuerunt vitia mores sunt Lat. Seneca.-^" What once 
were vices, are now the manners of the day." — Such is the 
general depravity, that what once was imputed as a crime, 
is now exhibited as a boast. 

QucB fuit durum patif 

Meminisse dulce est Lat. Sen. 

*' That which it was harsh to suffer, it is pleasing to re- 
member." — ^There is something soothing to a man, in the 
recollection of his past misfortunes. 

T 
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QiuB kedunt oculas Jwtinas demere, si quid 
list animum, differs curandi tempua in annum, 

Lat. HoRACB. 
" If anytliing affects your eye you hasten to have it re- 
moved ; but if your mind is disordered, you postpone the 
term of cure for a year." — Men are infinitely less solicitous 
about their moral, than their physical state. Every pre- 
caution is taken in case of fever, &c. ; but small pains are 
taken ^' to minister to the mind's disease.'' 

QuwUbet (xmcessio fortissime contra doncUorem interpretanda 
est. Lat. Law Maxim. — ''Every man's grant shall be 
taken most strongly against himself." — ^Whenever the 
words of a deed are ambiguous or uncertain, they shall be 
construed against the grantor. If a man grants an annuity 
out of land, and has no land at the time of making the 
grant, it shall charge his person. 

Qu/erit, et inventis miser abstinety ac timet uti. Lat. Horace. 
« The miser is ever on the search, yet fears to use what he 
has acquired." 

Quwstio fit de legibus non de personis. Lat. Law Maxim. — 
" The question must refer to the laws, and not to persons." 
— ^In a court of judicature regard must be had to the letter 
and meaning of the law, and not to the rank or situation 
of either of the contending parties. 

Qtm supra nos nihil ad nos, Lat. Prov. — " The things which 
are above us, are nothing to us." — ^A maxim frequently 
used against astrologers, and sometimes, but falsely, applied 
to politicians. Every man who can understand the first 
principles of government, has a rig^t to examine into the 
conduct of his rulers. 
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Qualis ab incepto. Lat. — '^ The same as from the beginning/' 
— Motto of the Ir. Earl Clanbrassil. 

Qualis ab incepto processerit et sibi oonstet. Lat Horace. — 
*' Let him proceed as he began, and be consistent with 
himself." — ^This was written as an instruction to the tragic 
poet. It is now used to recommend an adherence to con- 
sistency. 

Quam diu ae bene gessent, Lat. — "As long as he shall 
conduct himself properly." — ^A phrase first used in the 
letters patent granted to the Chief Baron of the Exchequer. 
All the judges now hold their places by this tenure : they 
were formerly held, ** Durante bene pacito,*^ during the 
king's pleasure. 

Quam prope ad crimen sine crimine. Lat. — " How nearly a 
man may approach to guilt, without being guilty?" — ^This 
was a favourite question with the Jesuits, who reasoned on 
the different shades and gradations of criminality, until, if 
it suited their conyenience, they could do away with the 
crime itself! 

Quam sa^ejbrte temere 

Eveniunt, quce non audeas qptare f 

Lat Terence. 
" How often things occur by mere chance, which we dared 
not even to hope for." — The chances of life are such, very 
often, as to transcend every prudent expectation. These* 
however, are rare indeed. They may be regarded as 
similar to the success of the Gbecian painter, who despairing 
of hitting off the foam at a horse's mouth, dashed his 
sponge against the picture, and thereby produced the 
desired effect. 

t2 
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Quam seipse (wians sine rwaU. Lat. Cicero efo Hirtio. — 
"How much in love with himself, and that without a 
rival" — Describing a man absorbed in self-love, and des- 
pised by the rest of the worid. 

Quam temere in nosmet legem sancimm iniquam. Lat. — 
" How rashly do we sanction an unjust law against our- 
selves." — How blindly do the unthinking part of the 
world lend their aid and approbation to measures, of 
which, if better instructed, they would perceive that they 
must ultimately be the victims. 

Qiiand lea vices nous quitfent, nous nous flaUorn qtie c'est nous 
qui les quitions. Fr. — *' When the power of committing 
vice forsakes us, we flatter ourselves, by assuming the 
praise of having forsaken the vices." 

Quando aliquid prohibetur, proJUbetur et omne per quod 
devenitur ad Ulud. Lat. Law Maxim. — " When anything 
is forbidden to be done, whatever tends or leads to it as 
the means of compassing it, is forbidden at the same time," 

Quand on ne trouve pas son ripos en soi-meme, il est inutile de 
le chercher atUeurs. Fr. — " When a man finds not repose 
in himself, it is in vain for him to seek it elsewhere." — ^He 
cannot escape, by change of place, from the anxiety which 
is lodged within his bosom. 

Quandoque bonus dormitcU Homerus. Lat. Horace. — " Some- 
times even the good Homer nods." — Superior minds are 
not at all times exempt from lapses, or from frailty. 

Quando ullum inveniemus parem f Lai Horace. — " When 
shall we look upon his like again ?*' — Or, with "invenient,^' 
when will they find any person to equal him ? 
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Quanta plura recentium seu f>€terum retx^ivo, tanto Ittdibria 
rerum mortalium cunctis in negotm observantur. Lat. Taci- 
tus. — " The more I revolve in my mind the transactions 
of the ancients or the modems, the more of frivolity and 
absurdity appears to me in all human affiiirs." — ^The mat- 
ters which appear as grave to the present spectator, will 
take a lighter aspect in the view of the future observer, 
when acquainted with all their more minute circumstances. 

Quanta quisque 9ib% plura negaverit, 
A Dm plura feret. Nil cupientium 
Nudus castra peto ; mutta petentxbus 
Desunt muUa, Lat. Horace. 

'' The more a man denies himself, the more he shall receive 
from Heaven. Naked, I seek the camp of those who covet 
nothing : those who require much, are ever much in want-." 
— Or, as thus quaintly translated by Fanshawe : 
*^ The more a man himself denies, 

The more indulgent Heaven bestows ; 

Let them who will, side with the /'«, 

I'm with the party of the Noes" 

Quantum. Lat. — "How much." — ^The quantum^ "the due 
proportion." 

Quantum est in rebus inane ? Lat. Persius. — " How much of 
folly is there in the affairs of men P " — ^How senseless and 
frivolous are the pursuits of men in general. 

Quantum meruit. Lat. — "As much as he has deserved/' — 
This phrase occurs in an action on the case, for work done 
without a previous agreement. The law will in this case 
give the plaintiff " as much as he has fairly earned." 
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Quantum qutsque sua nummorum candit in area, 
Ihntum habet etfidei, Lat. Juvenal. 

" Every man's credit and consequence are proportioned to 
the sums which he holds in his chest." — ^The word credit 
is not here taken in the modem sense. The meaning is 
simply — ^it is wealth alone which can command respect. 

Quantum Religio potuit suadere mahrum ? Lat. Lucretius. — 
** To how many mischiefs does not Religion persuade ? " — 
The poet is speaking of the sacrifice of Iphigenia, enjoined 
by the priests on her &ther Agamemnon. The line is 
sometimes invidiously used, and in a broader sense. 

Quart fadt opium dormire ? Quia in eo est virtm dormitiva. 
Lat. — " Why does opium induce sleep ? Because it has in 
it a sleepy quality." — ^This question and answer is asked 
by Moliere, in ridicule of that pompous ignorance which 
affects to solve every difficulty, whilst it dwells only in 
lofty no-meanings ; or, as in this instance, only retorts the 
terms of the original question. 

Quare impedit. Lat. — " Why does he disturb." — ^The name 
of a writ which lies for the patron of a living, against the 
person who has disturbed his right of advowson. 

Qaare si fieri potest et verba omnia et vox ht^'us alumnum urhis 
okant : ut oratio Romana plane videatur, non civitate donata. 
Lat. QuiNTiLiAN. — ^' Wherefore, if it can be done, your 
words and voice should savour of a pupil of this city, that 
your speech may appear to be truly that of Rome, and not 
that of a foreigner on whom it had bestowed its fipeedom." 
— ^This, when modernized, is a good lesson against all pro- 
vincial and vulgar dialects, which take all its consideration 
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from learning, and preclude, in a great metropolis, even 
the idea that the person so offending can haye made any- 
thing like elegant acquirements. 

Quare vitia sua nemo confitetur ? 

Quia etiam ntmc in illis est Somnum 
Narrare vigilcmtis est Lat. Sen. 

*' Why does no man confess his vices P It is because he is 
yet in them. It is for a waking man to tell \n&dream$, 

Quas aut incuriaJudU 

Aut humana partsm cadt natura. ■ Lat Hor. 

'' Faults originating from carlessness, or of which human 
nature was not sufficiently aware." — ^Errors in a literary 
work^ either springing from haste, or partaking of the 
infirmity of our nature. 

Qja^^^cunque misenim rideris, hominem seias. Lat. Seneca. — 
'' When you see a man in distress, know him for a fellow- 
man." — ^Recollect that he is formed of the same materials, 
with the same feelings as yourself, and then relieve him as 
you would wish to be relieved. 

Qaem pienitei peccdsse, pene est innocens. Lat. Sen. — " He 
who is sorry for having sinned, is almost innocent." — His 
penitence has nearly obliterated his fault. 

Quern res plus nimis delectavere secv/nch, 
MutatiB quatient Lat. Hor. 

" The man who is most fond to revel in prosperity, will 
most acutely feel the shock of adversity." — ^He who is 
into^doated by his height, will most severely feel his fall. 
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Quern semper acerbum 



Semper honoraium (sie dn vohtuUs) hdbebo, Lat. Yxsgil. 
*' That day wliich I shall always recollect with grief, bat, 
as the gods have willed it, with reTerence :" — referring to 
the day on which the speaker had lost a most Talaed 
finend. 

Quern te DeusesujumL Lat — ^'^ What God commanded you 
to be/'— Motto of the Ir. Baron Shefl&eU. 

QuereOe (FAOemand. Fr. — ''A Ooman quaneL'' — A 
dranken affiray. 

Qui amioue est amat, qui cunai non tUique amicus est. Itaque 
{wriciiia semper prodest ; amor etiam aUquando noeet. Lat. 
Seneca. — "He who is a firiend must love, but he who 
loTCs is not therefore a firiend. Thus firiendship is always 
advantageous, whilst love is scnnetimes injurious." — This 
is an useful lesson to the fair sex, who should learn to 
distinguish between that disinterested friendship, which 
seeks only their happiness, and that selfish love which 
woidd destroy their peace for its own gratification. 

Quia ie non capio tu capies me. Lat — " Because 1 do not 
take (or comprehend) thee, thou shalt take me.'' — ^This is 
the language imputed to Aristotle, who is said to have 
flung himself into the river, because he could not compre- 
hend the fluctuation of the tides. 

Qui Bcmum non odit, amet tua carmina Mceti ! Lat. Vikgil. 
— " He who does not hate Bavius, let him, oh Moevius, love 
thy verses." — These were two of the worst poets of 
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antiquity. He who has so little taste, as to relish one bad 
performance, cannot be disgusted with another equally 
indifferent. 

Qui capit ilk facit. Lat. Prov. — " He who takes it to him- 
self, makes the allusion." — ''He that the cap fits, let him 
wear it." 

Quicquid erit — 9uperanda omnia fortuna ferendo est. 

Lat. Virgil. 
" Whatever the event may be, we must subdue our fortune 
by bearing it." — ^The only way to overcome disaster, is by 
fortitude and perseverance. 

Quicquid eascessit modum 
Pendet instabili loco. Lat. Seneca. 

" Whatever has exceeded its due bounds, is ever in a state 
of instability." — ^This is a maxim equally true, whether 
applied to men or to governments. In politics, as in physics, 
the power is weakened from being overstrained. 

Quicquid prcBcipies esto brevis. Lat. Horace. — " Whatever 
precepts you give, be short." — ^All didactic rules should 
be given with brevity." 

Qui oupit optatam cursu corUigere metamy 
Mutta tulit fecitque puer, sudavit et alfit 

Lat. Horace. 
" He who desires to reach with speed the wished- for end 
(the winning-post of the race), mujst in his earlier 
days have suffered and laboured much, and borne the 
alternate extremes of heat and cold.'' — ^No man ever 
reached to excellence in any one art or profession, without 
having passed through the slow and painful process of 
study and preparation. 
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Qift Curioi nmi$latU et Bacchanalia rmmt. 

Lat JUTEKAL. 

"Who affect to be Curii, and live like Bacchanab,*' — 
Applied to men whose feigned austerity is nothing more 
than a mask for their debauchery. 

Quid datur a Divis felici optatms hard, Lat. Catullus. — 
"What is there given the Gods more desirable than a happy 
hour f — The felix hard of the Bomans implied " a 
lucky occasion/' or what our Bowe calls "a glorious, 
golden opportunity." 

Quid de quoque viro, et cut dicas, stepe caveto. 

Lat. Horace. 
" Take especial care what you say of any man^ and to 
whom it is said." — ^Nothing in himian life requires more 
caution than the manner <^ making our report on the 
character of others. 

Quid dem ? quid non dem f renuis tu, quod juhet atter. Lai. 
Horace.— "What shall I give? what shall I withhold? 
What you reftise, another imperiously ordains." — The 
poet is speaking, of what authors in all ages have com- 
plained, of the difference of taste and the capriciousness of 
their readers. 

Quid domini /adent, audent cum taliafurea, Lat. Virgil. — 
" What will their masters do, when low villains can thus 
presume P" — ^What are we not to expect from the piincipalsy 
when we are thus insulted by their subalterns P 

Qui de contemnendd ghria librae scribunt, nomen mum in- 
acribunt. Lat. — " Those who write ^books about despising 
glory inscribe their own names." — ^They shew a wish for 
that fame which thoy affect to contemn. 
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Quid est turpius quam senex vwere incipiens. Lat. Seneca. — 
" What is more scandalous than an old man just beginning 
to live ? *' — ^It is shameful to see a man in advanced life 
entering for the first time on the rudiments of knowledge, 
or the practice of virtue. 

Qui dit docteur, ne dit pas toujours un homme docte, mats un 
homme qui devroit Stre docte. Fr. St. Real. — " He who 
speaks of a doctor (or professor) does not always speak of 
a learned man, but only of a man who ought to be 
learned.*' — ^Pompous titles only serve, in some instances, as 
a cover for ignorance. 

Quid leges sine morihus 

Vance profidunt ? Lat. Horace. 

" What can idle laws do without morals P " — If the moral 
sentiments of a people are completely relaxed or forgotten, 
little can be expected from the penalties or restraints to 
be imposed by the wisest legislature. 

Quid non mortalia pectora cogis 



Auri sacra fames ? Lat. Virgil. 

" Accursed thirst of gold ! to what dost not thou compel the 
human breast P" — ^To what atrocities cannot that mind 
reach, who is impelled by selfish avarice. 

Quid noh ebrietas designai 9 Operta recludit, 
Spesjubet esse ratas^in pwlia trudit inermem, 

Lat. HoRACB. 
"To what does inebriety not point. It discloses every 
secret, it ratifies every hope, and pushes even the imarmed 
man to battle." — ^Drunkenness makes men, at the same 
time, confident and imprudent. 
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Quid nos dura refugimua 



JEtas, quid intacHtm ne/asH 

Mdiquimus. Lat. Horace. 

"What harshnefls has this age left untried, or what 

wickedness unaccomplished P " — By this reflection, so 

often employed, it is meant to intimate, that the present 

age is worse than any of those which haye preceded. 

Quidnunc, Lat. — "What nowP" — What is the news at 
present P Applied in ridicule to a person, who makes the 
acquisition of news his principal pursuit. 

Quid pro quo. Lat, — " What for what.*' — ^A quid pro quo, 
" a mutual consideration.'' 

Quidquid agunt homines nostri farrago libelli. Lat. Juvenal. — 
"Whatever men do, is the subject of our book." — The 
themes on which the author treats, are human life and 
himian manners. 

Quidquid deUrant reges pleetuntur achivi. Lat. Horace. — 
"Whatever errors their kings may conmiit, the Greeks 
are punished." 

When doating monarchs urge 

Unsound resolves, their subjects feel the scourge. 

Quidquid exeemf modum 
Pendet instahiU loco. Lat. Seneca. 
"Whatever has passed its due bounds becomes unstable 
and uncertain." — To use any power to exce6i^ is the sure 
way to destroy that power. 

Quidquid in altumjortuna tulit, ruitura, levat. Lat. Seneca. 
" Whatever fortune has raised to an height, she has raised 
only that it may fall." — ^When chance, not merit, has 
contributed to a man's elevation, his fall may be considered 
as certain. 
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Quidquid multis peccatur inuUum est. Lat. Lucan. — " The 
guilt whioh is committed by many, must pass unpunislied/ 
— ^Where the offenders are numerous, it is sometimes 
prudent to overlook the crime. 

Quidquid prcBcipies, eeto brevia. Lat. Horace. — " When you 
introduce a moral lesson, let it be brief." — Precepts of 
morality are so little suited to the temper of the general 
hearer, that they should be made as short as possible. 

Quid quisque vitet, nunquam homini satis 
Cautum est in horas. Lat. Horace. 

*^ Man never takes sufficient and hourly care against that 
which he ought to shun.'* — ^That which is called misfortune, 
contributes but little to the sufferings of human Hfe. They 
are in general to be set down to our own want of caution 
and foresight. 

Quid rides f 

Mutato nomine de tefabula narratur. Lat. Horace. 

''Why do you laugh P Change but the name, and the 
story is told of yourself."- — ^We smile, as the Satirist 
justly observes, at follies related under feigned names, 
when we should emart if they were linked with our own. 

Quid RomcBfaciam ? Mentiri nescio. Lat. Juvenal. 

"What should I do at RomeP I cannot lie." — ^What 
should he do in a great capital, who cannot adopt its 
manners? 

Quid sit Juturum eras, Juge quwrere. Lat. Horace. — " Avoid 
all enquiry with respect to what may happen to-morrow." 
— ^Look not so anxiously into the future, as to preclude all 
present enjoyment. 
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Quid rit ptddirum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non, Lat. 
Horace. — "What is becoming, what is base, what is 
useful, and what the contrary." — ^These are stated by the 
poet as the first aims of every moral enquiry. 

Quid tarn ridiculutn quam appetere mortem, cum vitam tibi tn- 
quietam feceris metu mortis. Lat. Seneca. — "What can 
be so ridiculous as to seek for death, when it is merely the 
fear of death that renders your existence miserable." — ^A 
similar idea, which occurs in Martial, has been thus trans- 
kted: 

" Himself he slew, when he the foe would fly.P 
What madness this — ^for fear of death to die." 

Quid te exempta Jumt apinis e pluribus una ? 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" What does it avail to you, if one thorn be removed out 
of many P " — How are you bettered by the removal of a 
single grievance, if the general pressure is suffered to con- 
tinue? 

Quid terras alio calente — sole mutamm ? Lat. Hor. — ^^ Why 
do we change for soils warmed only by another sun P" — ^i.e. 
for diffisrent climates P Of what use is the change of re- 
sidence when the mind bears with it its own disease P 

Quid verum atque decern ? Lat. — " What is just and honour- 
able P" — ^The motto of the Ix. Vise. Dungannon. 

Quid verum atque decens euro et rogo, et omnia in hoc sum. Lat. 
Horace. — "My cares and my enquiries are directed in 
search of decency and truth, and in this I am wholly en- 
grossed and occupied." — ^This is the just motto of a Satirist, 
whose aim should be to correct whatever is improper, and 
to chastise whatever is indecent. . 
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Quid violentius aure tyranni. Lat. Juvenal. — " What can be 
more violent than the ear of a tyrant?" — ^What more 
dangerous than the confidence of a despot ? 

Qui est plus esclave qu'tm cowrtisan assidu, si ce n*est un courti- 
san plus assidu ? Fr. La Brutbre. — " Who can be a 
greater slave than the assiduous courtier^ unless it be the 
courtier who is more assiduous ? 

Qui/acitper aliumfacit per se. Lat. Law Maxim. — "What 
a man does by another, he does by or through himself.'* — 
Every man must be responsible for that which he em- 
powers or commands another to do. If he orders another 
to commit a trespass^ he is himself a trespasser. 

Qui^t, McBcenas, ut nemo quam sibi sortem 
Seu ratio dederit, seujbrs objecerit, iUd, 
Contentus vivai : laudet diversa sequentes f Lat. Horace. 
" How comes it, Maecenas, that no person is contented with 
his course in life, whether selected by his choice, or thrown 
in his way by chance, but is always praising those who 
follow a different pursuit ?" — The merchant envies the 
lawyer, and is envied in his turn. Every man, with few 
exceptions, seems to think that he would have thriven 
better in any other pursuit than that which he has 
adopted. 

Qui genus jactat suum, aiiena laudat, Lat. Seneca. — "He 
who boasts of his lineage, boasts of that which does not 
properly belong to him." 

Qui invidet minor est. Lat. — " He who envies, admits his 
inferiority." — Motto of Lord Cadogan. 
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Qui male agit edit bicem. Lat. Prov — " He who commits 
evil actioii9 shuns the light/' — ^The worst presumable 
motives will always be inferred^ where the doer of an act 
seeks to shroud himself in darkness and mystery. 

Qui meprise Cotin n'eatime paint son roi, 
Et n^a sdon Catin, ni Dieu, niftn, ni hi. Fr. Boileau. 
''He who despises Cotin, cannot respect his king; and 
according to Cotin, knows neither a God, a faith, or a 
law/' — ^This is applied to the conduct of political dispu- 
tants, who, when their passions are heated, do not scruple 
to apply to their opponents the appellations of athmsts and 
traitors, jacobins and Jacobites, or whatever may be the 
opprobrius term of the day. 

Qui mari didicit servire dedidtdt. Supra omnem pi^tentiam est 
eerier extra omnem. Lat. Seneca. — ''He who has learned 
to die, has learned how to avoid being a slave. Such a 
man is most certainly beyond the reach of all human 
power.'* — ^The writer who afterwards suffered himself to 
bleed to death, when commanded by a tyrant to terminate 
his existence, seems, when writing this energetic passage, 
to have had some presentiment of his fette. 

Qui n'a point de sens d taente aus^ rien aura jamais. Fr. — 
" He who has not sense at thirty years of age, will never 
have any. 

Qui nescU diesimtdare nescU tntfere. Lat. — " He who knows 
not how to dissemble, knows not how to live.'' — ^The man 
is little fitted for society, who has not the faculty on par- 
ticular occasions, of concealing his feelings, and dissem- 
bling for the moment his resentments. 
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Quin corpus onustum 



Hestemis vitiiSf animum quoqus prcBgravat una^ 
Atque affigit humo divincB paHiculam aurcs. 

Lat. Horace. 
" The body loaded by the excess of yesterday, depresses 
the mind also, and fixes to the ground this particle of 
divine breath." 

" The body too, with yesterday's excess, 
Burdened and tired, shall the pure soul depress ; 
Weigh down this portion of celestial birth, 
The breath of God, and fix it to the earth." 

Francis. 

Qui nil molitur inepte. Lat. Horace. — "Who labours 
nothing fruitlessly, or absurdly." — Whose means are 
always suited to his end. Spoken of a wise and provident 
statesman. 

Qui nan lihere veintatem pronvnciat, proditor est veritatis. 

Lat. 4 Inst. Epil. — " He who does not freely speak the 

truth, is a betrayer of the truth." 
Qui non vetat peccare cum possit, jubet Lat. Seneca. — " He 

orders the commission of a crime, who does not forbid it, 

wh^i it is in his power." 

Qui non vuU fieri desidiosus, amet. Lat. Ovid. — " Let him 
who does not wish to be indolent, fall in love." — ^That busy 
passion will call all his faculties into exercise. 

Qui pense. Fr.— "Who thioks P "—Motto of the Lr. Earl 
of Howth. 

Qui perd, pSche. Fr. Prov. — " He who loses, wiw." — ^The 
man who is unsuccessftd, is generally held to be in the 
wrong. 
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Qui prtte i rami perd au double. Fr. Prov. — " He who 
lendfi his money to a friend^ is sure to lose both. 

Quis custodiet ipsos custodes, Lat. Juvenal. — ** Who shall 
goard your own guards P " — ^What check have you upon 
the very spies which you have set on this occasion P 

Qui sentU commodum, sentire debet et onus. Lat. Law 
Maxim. — " He should endure the burden who derives the 
advantage." 

Qui ae sent gcUeux se gale. Fr. Prov. — *' He who feels him- 
self scabby, let him scratch.*' — ^Let him who feels the 
allusion, resent it. 

Quis furoT^ civeSy qtue tanta licentia ferri. Lat. Vibgil. — 
** What fury, oh citizens, what dreadM outrages of the 
sword." — An appeal often and forcibly made in case 
of popular insurrection. 

Qui statuit aliquid, parte inaudita aUera^ 
JEquum Ucet statuerit, haud wquus est. Lat. Seneca. 

" He who decides in any case, without hearing the other 
side of the question, though he may determine justly, is 
not therefore just." 

Quis desiderio sit pudor aid modus 
Tarn chari Capitis. Lat. Horace. 

" What blush or bounds shall be annexed to our grief, on 
losing an individual so intimately and justly esteemed?" — 
This is a common preface to an elegy or a Ameral sermon. 
By ihe poet it was originally given as a solemn tribute to 
the memory of an endeared friend. If Quintilian had the 
worth ascribed to him in the following part of the quo- 
tation, Horace must be excused from the guilt of 
posthumous adulation. 
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Quis enim virttttem amplectUur ipsamp 



PrcBtnia si toUas ? Lat. Juvenal. 

" For who will embrace even virtue itself, if you take away 
its rewards."— What man is wholly disinterested even in 
the best pursuit ? 

Quia expedivit pstttaco suum xaXpt, Lat. Persius. — " "Who 
taught that parrot his * how d'ye do.P' " — ^Who instructed 
that pedant to quote so largely from other languages P 

Quis fallere possit amantem? Lat. Virgil. — "Who can 
deceive a lover ? " — What can escape a lover's jealousy and 
penetration P 

Quisque suos patimur manes. Lat. Yiroil. — "Each man is 
liable to his peculiar destiny." 

Quis nam igiter liber ? Sapiens qui sibi imperiosusi 

Lat. Horace. 
"Who then is freeP The wise man who can command 
himself." — ^No man is less free than the slave to his passions. 

Quis novus hie nostris successit sedibus hospes f 
Quern sese ore ferens. Lat. Virg. 

" What new guest is this that has approached our dwelling, 
and how proudly he bears himself P " 

Quis taliafando temperet a lacrymis f Lat. Virg. 
" Who in speaking such things can abstain fix)m tears P " 
— ^Who can remain unaflFeoted by such a narrative P 

Quia tulerit Oracchos de seditions querentes ? Lat. Juvenal. — 
" Who could endure the Gracchi complaining of sedition P " 
— The Gracchi were Boman Tribimes, remarkable for being 
at the head of every seditious movement. The purport of 

u 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



292 DICnOKAKY OF QUOTATIONS. QU 

the question therefore is. Who can bear to hear men com* 
plaining of faults of which they are themselves particularly 
guilty P 

Qtfi tarn. Law Lat. — " An action in the nature of an informa- 
tion on a penal statute." 

Qui ierret, plus ipse timet. Lat. Ciaudian. — "He who awes 
others^ is more in fear himself" — ^The despot keeps others 
in dread of his tyranny, whilst he is himself a prey to his 
own alarms. 

Qui timide rogaty docet negare. Lat. Seneca. — " He who asks 
fearfully, teaches a denial." — ^The claimant who has the 
greatest share of confidence is the most likely to succeed. 

Qui mre. Fr. — " Who goes there.'* — ^He is on the qui vive — 
on the aFert. 

Qui uii sdt, ei bona. Lat. — " That man should be possessed of 
wealth, who knows its proper use." — ^The motto of Lord 
Berwick. 

Qui €ult decipi, dedpiaiur. Lat. Prov. — " If any man wishes 
to be deceived, let him be deceived." 

Quoad hoc. Lat. — " As far as thia" — ^He is right quoad hoc, 
as to this stage of the business, or point of the argument. 

Quo animo f Lat. — " With what mind ? " — ^The quo animo-^ 
the spirit and intention imder which any act was performed. 

QMOcunque trahunt fata sequamur. Lat. Virgil. — " Where- 
ever the Fates direct us, let us follow." — ^Let us yield to 
the imperious necessity of circumstances. . 
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Quod ah initio non ralety tractu temports convalescere nan potest. 
Lat. Law Maxim. — " That which had no force in the be- 
ginning, can gain no strength from the lapse of time." — 
A claim or title defective in the first instance^ cannot 
derive any additional weight from prescription. 

Quod alias bonum etjmtum est, si per i>im aut/raudem petatiir, 
malum et iryustum est. Lat. Law Maxim. — " What other- 
wise is good and just, if it be aimed at by fraud or vio- 
lence, becomes evil or imjust." — Thus it is forbidden, even 
to those, who have title of entry, to enter into lands or 
tenements otherwise than in a peaceful manner. 

Quod avertai Deus. Lat. — "Which God forbid.*' — ^An ex- 
clamation frequently used on viewing, or auguring an 
impending calamity. 

Quod eat inconmniens et contra rationem non est permissum in 
lege. Lat. Law Maxim. — ** Whatever is inconvenient and 
contrary to reason, is not permitted in the law." — ^Thus, if 
a town has customs which can be shewn to be unreasonable, 
they shall be no longer binding. 

Quod licet ingratum est, quod non licet acrius urit. 

Lat. Horace. 
" That which is lawful is less pleasing. Men are more 
strongly prompted to that which is unlawful." — ^As they 
look, for instance, with more desire to other men's wives 
than to their own. 

Quod medicorum est 

Promittunt medid, tractant fahriUa fahri, Lat. Horace. 
"Physicians promise that which belongs to physicians, 
and workmen handle their own tools." — ^In these cases no 
man interferes with another's business. 
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Quod fnale fers^ assuesee, ferea bene. Lat. Seneca. — " Accustom 
yourself to that which you bear ill, and you will bear it 
welL^' — ^Patience and resignation will Ughten every dif- 
ficulty. 

Quod non potest vutt posae, qui nimtum potest. Lat. Seneca. 
— " He who is too powerful, is still aiming at that degree 
of power which is unattainable." — ^It is in the nature of 
despotism to be insatiable. 

Quod optanti divum promittere nemo 

AusenU — Ibrs en ! attulit uUro. Lat. Virgil. 

*^ Lo ! What none of the gods could have promised to 
your prayer, Chance has spontaneously supplied." — Spoken 
of some very unexpected good fortime. 

Quod petis hie est — est Uluhris, Lat. Horace. — " What you 
seek is here — ^it is at Ulubri.** — ^You look for happiness in 
chipige of place, when in fact it is everywhere within your 
reach, were your search but properly directed. 

Quod petHt spemity repitit quod nuper omisit Lat. Horace. — 
" He despises that which he had formerly claimed, and he 
recalls that which he had at one time lost sight of." — This 
is applied to a capricious man who changes his views and 
intents, not from any change of circumstance, but from the 
veering and fluctuation of his own opinions. 

Quod petis id sane invisum est acidumque duobus. Lat. Horace. 
''What you ask is disagreeable and distasteful to two 
others." — ^This is the language of an author, labouring 
under something worse than a dilemma, which has but two 
horns, as not knowing how to please a trio of readers. 
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Quod quisque vUet, ntrnquam homini satis 

Coutum est in horas. Lat. Hoeacb. 

" Man is never sufficiently aware of the dangers which 
hourly await him." — ^The perils which environ humanity 
are so numerous, that we should never relax in our caution. 

Quod ratio nequiit, scepe sanavit mora. Lat. Seneca. — " That 
which reason could not avoid, has often been cured by 
delay." — To forbear and wait for events is sometimes all 
that is left to the most consummate prudence. 

Quod aatia est cui coniigity nil amplius optet. Lat. Horace. — 
" He who has enough should wish for nothing more." — 
The man who has a suffici^icy, should learn to smile at 
the artificial wants of others. 

Quod sit esse velit, nihMque maiit. Lat. Martial. — "Who 
wishes to be what he is, and sees nothing preferable." — ^A 
brief and just definition of a state of contentment. 

Quod si deficiavt vires, audacia certi 
Laus erit, in magnis voluisse sat est. Lat. Propertii^s. 
"Even though strength should fail, still boldness shall 
have its praise : in great attempts it is enough to dare." — 
The resolution to attempt a great deed is laudable, even 
though the attempt should be unsuccessful. 

Quod SOTS ferety feremus cequo ammo. Lat. Terence.-^ 
" Whatever Chance shall bring, let us bear it with an 
equal mind." — ^As we cannot control the vicissitudes of 
Fortime, let us make sure of a relief and an asylum, in 
our own fortitude and equanimity. 
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Quod ro» JuM coffit, id tduniate impelreL Lat Tesekcb. — 
'' What the law insists ttpon, let your adTenary obtain 
from your own free wilL'* — When the merits of tiie case 
are decidedly against a man, it is folly to persist in a 
Texatious course of litigation. 

Quo fata trahunt, retrahunique sequamur. Lat. Virgil. — 
** Let ns follow the Fates wherever they may lead or divert 
our steps.** — ^Let us submit ourselves implicitly to Provi- 
dence. 

Quo jure. Law Lat. — "By what right." — ^A writ that lies 
for him who has lands, wherein another challenges com- 
mon of pasture time out of mind, whereby the party is 
compelled to shew "by what right" he entertains this 
claim. 

Quo me cunque rapit tempestaa de/eror hospes. Lat. Horace. — 
" To whatever quarter the storm may blow, it bears me as 
a willing guest." — ^I endeavour to accommodate myself to 
every circumstance and condition of life. 

Quo mihi fortuna, si nan conceditur ufi. Lat. Horace. — 
" Of what use is fortime, if I am not permitted to use it." 
— Of what value is wealth, if its enjoyment be restricted. 

Qiu> minus. Law Lat. — " The appellation given to a writ 
issuing by fiction from the Court of Exchequer, on behalf 
of a person supposed to be the king's farmer or debtor, 
against another, where there is any cause of personal 
action* 

Quo modo pyris vesci jubet GcUabear hospes. Lat. Hor. — 
" Li the same manner as a Calabrian would insist on your 
eating pears." — ^This fruit is so plentiful in Calabria, that 
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it is chiefly used to feed hogs. The application is there- 
fore to those, who officiously force on you, that which is of 
little value, and for which you have no liking. 

Quondam eicimuB armis, Lat. — " We were once victorious in 
arms." — ^Motto of Lord Dorchester. 

Quoniam diu tixisse denegatur, aliquid faciamus quo possimiis 
ostendere nos riansse. Lat. Cicero. — " As length of life is 
denied to us, we should at least do something to shew that 
we have lived." 

Quoniam id Jieri quod vis non potest 
Id velis quodpossis. Lat. Terence. 

" As you cannot effect that which you wish, you should 
wish for that which you may effect." — ^You should endea- 
vour to divert your inclination from that which you cannot 
possibly attain. 

Quo nihil majus, meliusve terris. Lat. Horace. — ** Than 
whom (or which) was never anything greater or better on 
earth." — ^A convenient phrase of compliment. 

Quo res cunque cadant, unum et commune periculum, 
Una saius ambobus erit Lat. Virigil. 

" Whatever may be the issue of the affair, we (or they) 
shall share one common danger, or rejoice in mutual 
safety." — ^Whatever may be the result, our fates (or those 
of the parties) are united. 

Quorum, Lat. — " Of whom," one of the quorum. This de- 
scription of a justice of peace is taken from the words of 
his Dedimus, " Quorum unum,'' — " One of whom," I 
have appointed N. S., Esq., to be. — ^It is also used in another 
sense : " Such a number to be a quorum,'' i. e. to be of 
sufficiency to proceed in the business. 
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Quo8 Deus wit perdere prim demented. Lai — ^' Those whom 
God has a mind to destroy he first depriyes of their senses." 
— ^This is a phrase most frequendy applied to ministers, 
whose real or imputed faults are taken as the prelude to 
their approaching fall. 

Qw> semel est imbuta recens servabU odorem 
Testa diu. Lat. Hoiiace. 

" The cask will long retain the flavour of that with which it 
was first filled." — ^The prejudices imbibed from early educa- 
tion, will probably last through life. 

** The odours of the wine that first shall stain 
The virgin vessel, it shall long retain !" 

Francis. 

Quot capitum vivunt, totidem studiorum 
MiUia. Lat. 

''The number of different pursuits and passions is in pro- 
portion to the number of men who live.'* — Each man has 
his own prevailing passion, which differs in some req)ect 
from that of his neighbour. 

Quo teneam mvtantem Protea nodo f Lat. Horace. — " In 
what knot shall I hold this Proteus, who so often changes 
his countenance P" — How shall I confine to a specific point 
the man who so often shifts his ground of argument. 

Quot homines, 'tot sententuB. Lat. Terence. — " So many 
men, so many different opinions." — ^An allusion to the 
continued diversity of taste and opinion. 

Quo warranto. Law Lat. — "By what warrant." — ^A vnrit 
lying against the person who has usurped any franchise or 
liberty, against the king. 
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R. 



Rara arts in terrisy nigroque simiUima cygno. Lat. - Ovt p . ' — 
" A rare bird on the earth, and very like a black swan." — 
Something singular orwonderftd. — ^An unique^ a prodigy. 

Rara est adeo concordia formce 



Atque pudidticB. Lat. Juvenal. 

"So rare is the union of beauty and of virtue.'* — One 
cause of this may be, that the fairest objects are those first 
attempted and seduced. 

Rara fides, probitasque viris qui castra sequuntur, Lat. 
LucAN. — " Good faith and probity are rarely foimd 
amongst those who are the followers of camps.'* — ^A mili- 
tary life but too often relaxes the principles of men, and 
renders their feelings more callous. Yet, by a singular 
contradiction, it is from the midst of camps, that an 
historian of the human heart could select the most splen- 
did instances of nice honour, and acute sensibility. 

RarA temporum felicitate, ubi sentire quee velts, et qtue sentias 
dicere licet, Lat. Tacitus. — " Such being the happiness of 
the times, that you may think as you wished, and speak 
as you thought." — ^This strong description, so seldom 
realized, is given by the historian of the reigns of Trajan 
and Aurelius. 

Rari nantes in gurgite tasto. Lat. Virgil. — "Swimming 
dispersedly in the vast deep." — ^This was originally used 
in speaking of seamen escaping from a wreck. It is now 
applied to a literary performance where a few happy 
thoughts are nearly lost in an ocean of no-meanings. 
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Mart quippe boni, numero viw sunt totidem quot 

Thebwrum portce, vel divitis ostia Nilu Lat. Juvenal. 

" Good men are scarce indeed. They are scarcely more in 
number than the (seven) gates of Thebes, or mouths of the 
rich NUe.'' 

Raro antecendtem scelestum 

Deseruit pede poena daudo. Lat. Horace. 

'* Justice, though moving with tardy pace, has seldom 
failed of overtaking the wicked in their flight." — ^It is one 
of the strongest arguments for the belief of a superintend- 
ing Providence, that few men, guilty of enormous crimes, 
whether the scourge fall sooner or later, have finally 
escaped their deserved punishment. 

Mams concuhttus corpus excitaty fireqmns solvit Lat. Celsus. 
" The bodily powers are excited by infrequent coition ; by 
too frequent repetition they are relaxed." 

Rarus efUm ferme sensus communis in ilia 

Fortuna. Lat. Juvenal. 

'' We do not commonly find men of common sense amongst 
those of the highest fortune." 

" For 'tis rare 

K mighty fortunes common sense can share." 

Harm sermo illis, et magna libido tacendi. Lat. Juvenal. — 
" Their discourse was infrequent, and their seeming desire 
was to be silent." — ^This is spoken of men who affect silence 
as a characteristic of gravity and wisdom.— It is thus 
translated by Dryden : . 

" Since silence seems to carry wisdom's power, 
Th' affected rogues, like clocks, speak once an hour." 
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Motto et consilium proprim Duels artes. Lat. Tacitus. — " The 
proper qiialities of a General are reason and deliberation." — 

- Inconsiderate rashness may frequently do much in the 
first instance, but the leader who acts upon sober reflection 
will, in general, be found to prevail in the end. 

Ratio justifica. Lat. — " The reason which justifies." 

Ratio moBoria, Lat. — "The reason which persuades." — 
These two phrases are used to distinguish, when a speaker 
is impelled by a different motive from that, by which he 
means to influence his auditory ; when he secretly justifies 
his measures on one ground, and wishes to persttade his 
hearers on another. 

Rebus angustis animosus atque 
Ibrtis appare — sapienter idem 
Contrahes vento nimium secvndo 

Turgida vela. Lat. 

" Li difficulty and adversity you should assume the port of 
steadiness and fortitude ; and it will be also prudent when 
the wind blows favourably to reef your over-filled sails."— 
The latter part of the sentence is metaphorical. You 
shoidd not sufier yourselves to be too far elated, or carried 
away by your success. 

Rehus in angustis facile est contemners vitam 

Fortiter iUe facit qui miser esse potest Lat. Martial. 
'^ It is easy in adversity to despise death ; he has real 
fortitude who can dare to be wretched." 

" The coward dares to die, the brave live on." 

Rebus secundis etiam egregios duces insolescere. Lat. Tacitus. — 
" In the hour of prosperity even the best Generals become 
haughty and insolent." — It is in the nature of success to 
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intoxicate leaders of every description, and there is no 
season in which they are more apt to leave open their 
weak points to a vigilant adversary. 

Becte et maviter. Lat. — "Justly and mildly." — ^Motto of 
Lord Scarsdale. 

Rectus in curie, Lat. — "Upright in the court." — ^A man 
coming into a court of justice, as the phrase is, " with 
clean hands." 

Beculerpour mieux sauter. Fr. Prov. — "To go backward in 
order to leap the better." — ^The metaphor is borrowed irom 
the practice in what is called a nmning leap. To retreat 
with prudence for the purpose of coming forward with 
greater energy. 

Heddere personcB scit convenieniia cuique. Lat. Horace. — 
" He knows how to assign what is proper and becoming to 
each person." — ^As a dramatic poet, he gives to every 
personage its apposite and characteristic expression. 

Redire cum perit neacU pudor. Lat. Seneca. — "When 
modesty is once extinguished, it knows not a return." — . 
The ingenuous sense of shame, when once lost, can never 
be restored. 

Re if\fectd. Lat. CiESAR. — "The affair not having been 
done." — ^He returned re infectd — without accomplishing 
his purpose. 

Re ipsa repperi 
FadUtate nihil ease homini melius neque dementid 

Lat Terence. 
" I have found by experience, that nothing is more useful 
to man than a spirit of mildness and accommodation." — 
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In the yarious contacts of human life, the man of bland 
and gentle manners will, in general, win his way, before 
the person who aims to gain his object by a coarse and 
undistinguishing austerity. 

ReipuhliccB forma, laudare facilim quam evenirey et 8% evenit 
haud diuturna esse potest. Lat. TAcnus. — " It is much more 
easy to praise than to establish a Republican Government ; 
and when it is established, it cannot be of long duration.'* 
— ^This assertion of the historian, though often employed, 
it is out of our province to discuss. 

Rem facias rem 

Recte si possis, si non quocunque modo rem. Lat. Horace. 
" A fortune — ^make a fortune, by honest means if you can ; 
if not, by any means make a fortune." — ^This language is 
put by the poet into the mouth of a corrupt man. It hais 
been thus well translated : 

" Get wealth and power, if possible, with grace. 
If not, by any means get wealth and place." 

Pope. 

Rem in re. Law Lat. — " In the act of coition." 

Renovato nomine. Lat. — " By a revived name." — ^Motto of the 
Ir. Baron Westcote. 

Repente dives nemo foetus est bonus. Lat. Syrus. — " No good 
man ever became rich of a sudden." — ^Immense and rapid 
fortimes, generally speaking, are acquired by fraud or 
violence. 

Requiescat in pace. Lat.—" May he rest in peace." — ^This in- 
scription is often found on tombstones. It is sometimes 
used ironically, as to a minister departed from office. 
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Res anguda domL Lat. Horace. — '' Narrowed circumstances 
at home/* — He was impelled by the res anguata domi — ^by 
the severe pressure of poverty. 

iZes est sacra miser. Lat. Ovid. — " The person of affliction is 
sacred." — ^There is a hallowed respect due to the wretched, 
which should protect them from ^ther insult or depression. 

Res est solidti plena timoris amor. Lat. Ovid. — " Love is the 
perpetual source of fears and anxieties." 

Respice finem. Lat. — " Look to the end.'' — ^Before you enter 
on an affidr, let the consequences be well considered. 

Respicere exemplar tnUs morumque jubebo 
Doctum imitaiorem, et veras hinc ducem voces. Lat. Horace. 
" I would advise him who wishes to imitate well, to look 
closely into life and manners, and thereby to learn to ex- 
press them with truth." — Characters to be striking should 
be drawn from nature, not from fancy. This should be 
particularly observed upon the stage. 

Respondent superior. Lat. Law Max. — "Let the principal 
answer." — ^In civil cases the master is always to be con. 
sidered as responsible for the acts of his servant. 

Res pMica. Lat.— "The common weal." — ^The general 
interest. 

Res unius astatis. Lat. — " A thing of only one age." — ^This is 
a phrase used by Civilians to denote a legal provision, 
which by no possibility can pass beyond the first generation. 
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SetreutU. Law Lat. — **B[e has recalled or revoked/* — ^A 
term in law when the plaintiff or demandant says that he 
will proceed no farther. 

Revenom d nos moutons, Fr. Phrase. — " Let us return to 
our sheep." — ^A French lawyer pleading the cause of a client 
who had lost some sheep, talked of everything but the 
matter in question, when his unfortunate client recalled 
him by the above exclamation. It is used in conversation 
to check any impertinent wandering from the argument. 

Bex datur propter regnum, non regvm propter regem, PotenUa 
non est nisi ad bonum. Lat. Law Maxim.— "A king is 
given to serve the kingdom, not the kingdom to serve the 
king. — ^Power is not conferred but for the purpose of 
general advantage." 

Rea est qui tnetuit nihil; 
Rex est qui cv/pit nihil. 

" He is a king who fears nothing ; he is a king who covets 
nothing." — Such a man has erected in his own mind an 
independent sovereignty. 

Ridentem dicere verum 

Quid vetat ? Lat. Horace. 

'' What forbids a man when laughing to speak the truth P" 
— ^Why may not wholesome truths be conveyed under the 
garb of pleasantry P 

RidCy si sapis. Lat. — " Laugh if you are wise." — ^Enjoy the 
ridicule which you will find is directed solely against 
error, ignorance, or folly. 

Ridetur chorda qui semper oherrat eadem. Lat. Hoeace. — 
'' That person makes himself ridiculous who is ever harping 
on one string." — ^Nothing is more disgusting than same- 
ness in conversation, or writing. 

X 
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Bidkulum acri 



Fortius ac melius plerumque ssoat res. Lat. Hobace. 

'^ Ridicule is frequently employed with more power and 
suooesB than severity." — Playful satire may sometimes 
reform, where serious indignation would be of no avail. 

Rien deplus estimable que la eiviliti, mats rien deplus ridicule 
et de plus a charge, que la ceremonie. Fr. — " Nothing is of 
more value than complaisance; nothing more ridiculous 
or troublesome than mere ceremony." 

Eien n^empeche tant d'etre naturef, que Venvie de le paroUre. 
Ft. Rochepoucault. — "Nothing prevents a person from 
being natural and easy so much as the desire of appearing 
such." — ^The study of itself produces the opposite effect — 
constraint. 

Rien nepeut cm^eter sa vigilante audace. 

Vete n*a point de feux, Vhiver rCa point de glace. 

Fr. BoiLEAU. 
"Nothing can arrest his daring vigilance. For him the 
summer has nothing of heat, and the winter has no ice." 
— This was the eulogy of the poet to Loiiis XIV. It was 
also quoted with respect to the First Consul of France ; 
and it is not for a Lexicographer on a small scale to question 
its application. 

Rien ne s^anexinUt; non rien, et la matiere 
Comme un jiewoe etemel, rouh toujours entiere. 

Fr. RoucHEB. 
" Nothing whatever is annihilated. Matter, like an eternal 

. river, still rolls on without diminution." — ^This is a just 
philosophical maxim, from the pen of an indifferent poet. 
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It is only necessary to look around us, to be convinoed, 
that though eyerything perishes yet nothing is lost. 

Rkn n^est becm que la vrai, le vrai seul est aimable. Fr. 
BoiLEAU. — "Nothing is beautiful but truth, and truth 
alone is lovely." 

Rien n'es^ si dangereux qu^v/n, indiscret ami ; 

Mieux mudroU un sage ennemu Fr. Lafomtaine. 

" Nothing is more dangerous than an imprudent friend ; 
it is better to have to deal with a prudent enemey.'* — ^You 
can more easily guard yourself against the attacks of the 
latter, than against the indiscretions of the former. 

Miri bten^ qui rira fe dernier. Fr. Prov. — " He laughs success- 
fully who laughs the last." — ^Nothing is more ridiculous 
than when the anticipation of triumph is mocked by a 
defeat. 

Ri6u inepto res ineptior nulla est Lat. Catullus. — " Than 
silly laughter nothing is more silly." — ^There is scarcely 
anything more absurd than laughter unseasonably or 
causelessly indulged. 

Risum teneaUs amicif Lat. Horace. — "Can even friends 
abstain from laughter P" — ^Is not the thing so ridiculous 
that even partiality must smile. 

RixaJtor de land cqprina. Lat. — "One who will quarrel 
about goats' wool." — ^A person so captious that he will 
dispute on everything, however absurd or trifling. 

Role di" Equipage. Fr. — "A list of the CTew." — An official 
list of the persons onboard, which neutral vessels are com* 
pelled to produce in time of war. 

X 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



308 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIOira. RU — SA 

Bitdis indigefidque moles. Lat. Ovid. — "A rude and 
* onarranged mass." — ^A chaos of undigested matter. 

Ruse centre ruse, Fr. Phrase. — "Trick against trick." — 
" Diamond cut diamond." 

Rtise de guerre Fr. Phrase. — "A trick of war." — ^A 
stratagem. 

Rm in urbe. Lat. — " The country in town." — ^Describing 
a situation which partakes of the advantages of both. 

r RusticHs e^i^pectat dum defluat amnis, eU tile 

Labitur et labetur in orrme volubUis (evtim. Lat. Horace. 
" The peasant sits waiting on the bank, until the river 
shall have passed away, but still the stream flows on, and 
will continue to flow for ever." — ^This is used to mark the 
disappointed ignorance of those who seem to be of opinion 
that the same causes will not continue to produce the same 
effects. 

S. 

Sa boule est demeurie. Fr. Phrase. — "His bowl has stopt 
short of the jack." — ^He has failed of his object. 

Scepe intereunt oMis meditarUes necem. Lat. Ph^drfs. — 
"Those who plot the destruction of others very often fall 
themselves the victims." — ^The mischiefe which men devise 
against others, very often recoil, and crush themselves. 

Sa^ stylum vertas, iterum quee digna legi sint 
Scriptums : neque te ut miretur turla labores 
Cantentus paucis lectoribus. Lat. Horace. 

" You must often turn your style, if you mean to 
write anything worthy of being read a second time : nor 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SA DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. 309 

should you labour to be admired by the multitude, but be 
content with few readers/' — ^The first part of this quota- 
tion aUudes to the stylwniy or instrument of steel, with the 
sharp end of which the Romans wrote on a tablet of wax, 
and with the flat end erased what they deemed imperfect. 
The meaning therefore is, that the writer who wishes for 
permanent fame must submit to the labour of repeated 
correction. 

Sapius ventis agitatnr ingem 
' Pinm et cehm gratnore casu 
Decidunt turres, feriurUqtte summos 
Fuigura monies. Lat. Horace. 

** The lofty pine is oftenest agitated by the winds — high 
towers rush to the earth with a heavier fall — and the 
lightning most frequently strikes the highest mountains." 
— ^The proud and the exalted are more liable to the strokes 
of adversity than the lowly and the humble. 

S(Btnt amor ferri, et scelerata insania belU. Lat. Virgil. — 
" The passions are in arms, and nothing is heard of but the 
mad wickedness of war.** — ^This is a good description of 
that species of frenzy, which is too frequently the sole 
cause of national hostilities. 

8(Bvitqtie animia ignobUe vulgus 

Jamque faces et saxa volant : furor arma ministrat. 

Lat. Virgil. 
" The rude rabble are enraged : now the firebrands and 
stones are seen to fly about : their friry supplies them with 
arms.*' — ^A striking description of a popular tumult. 

SaUabat melius quam necesse est probm, Lat. — " She danced 
much better than became a modest woman." — ^Amongst 
the Eomans, to excel in this art was expected only from 
the public women. 
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Saitat JkHomus ut semel ieto 

Acoemt fervor capitis numemsque lucemie. 

Lat. JUTENAL. 

'' Milonius dances as soou as the wine gets into his heated 
head, and the lights are doubled to his view/' — ^Used to 
describe a drunken firolic, where the actor is in other re- 
spects of a distinguished character. 

Solus per Chridum redemptarem. Lat. — " Salvation through 
^ Christ the Redeemer." — ^Motto of the Sc. Earl of Moray. 

Solus pcpuU suprema est lex. Lat. — " To consult th^ wel£Eu:e 
of the people is the first great law." — The main end of 
erery government should be the well-being of the people, 
the establishment of order and security, and the diflusion 
of social happiness. 

SoJco jure. Lat — " Saving the right." — ^A clause of ex- 
ception. — Such a thing shall be granted, salvo jure Hegis, 
" saving the King's right," if it does not trench upon his 
rights or prerogative. 

Saivo pudore. Lat.—" Without offence to modesty." — ^I shaU 
describe the matter " salvo pudore** without offending the 
decent eye or ear. 

Sanctio justa, jubens honesta, et prohibens corUraria. Lat. — 
'^ A just ordinance, commanding what is honest, and 
forbidding the contrary." — ^This is the proper definition, 
given by Bracton, of our municipal law. 

Sony Jroid. Fr. — " Cold blood."— Lidifferenoe, apathy. 

Sans changer. Fr. — " Without changing." — ^Motto of the 
Earl of Derby. 
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Sana Lieu rien. Ft.—'' Nothing without God."— Motto of 
Lord Petre. 

Sans lea femmes, lea deux ewtremitia de la vie aeraient aana 
aecoura, et le milieu aana plaiaira. Fr. — *' Without woman 
the two extremities of life would be without help, and the 
middle of it without pleasure." — Were it not for that 
enchanting sex, our infancy would be without succour, our 
age without relief, and our manhood without enjoyment. 

Sapere aude. Lat. Horace. — " Dare to be wise." — ^Pursue 
the path of wisdom without regarding the obstacles which 
may be thrown in your course. — ^Motto of Earl Maccles- 
field. 

Sapiena domindbitur aatria. Lat. — "The wise man will 
govern the stars." — His prudence and foresight will 
enable him to counteract that which, with vulgar minds, 
is suffered to pass for fate or destiny. 

Sapientem paacere barbam. Lat. Hobace. — "To nurse a 
wise beard." — ^To assume the outward indications of 
wisdom. 

Sapientea principea aapientvm congresau. Lat. from Plato. — 
" Princes become wise from the interooiurse ot wise men." 
— ^The good sense of a monarch may be judged of by that 
of those whom he takes for his advisers. 

Sapientia prima est, atuUitia caruiaae. Lat. Hobace. — "The 
first step to wisdom is, to be exempt from folly." — ^No man 
can be called wise who makes occasional lapses in point of 
prudence. 
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Satis eloqumtuB, sapientim pckrum. Lat. Sallust. — '' A suf- 
ficient share of eloquence, with little wisdom.'' — ^A fluent 
elocution is not always a proof of intrinsic good sense. 

Sauve qui pent, Fr. — " Save himself who can.** — ^The phrase 
of flight, when a French army is routed. 

8ean. Mag. Scandalum Ma^gnatum. Law Lat. — '^ The scan- 
dal of the Peerage.'* — ^The name given to a statute of 
Richard II. by which punishment is to be inflicted for 
any scandal or wrong offered to, or uttered against^ a 
noUe personage. 

Scelere vela/ndum est scelus. Lat. Seneca. — ''One wicked- 
ness is to be concealed by another." — ^Tlie guilt of one 
crime is but too frequently disguised by the perpetration 
of a second. 

Scelus intra se taciturn qui cogitat ullum 
Facti crimen habet. Lat. Juvenal. 

'' He who meditates the commission of crime has all the 
guilt of the deed." — ^The intention, in certain cases, is as 
guilty as the act itself, 

SciKcet utfukum spectatur in ignibm aurum 

Tempore in duro est inspidenda fides, Lat. Ovid. 

'' As the yellow gold is tried in the fire, so the faith of 
friendship can only be known in the season of adversity. 

Scinditur incertum studia in contraria vulgus. Lat. Virgil. — 
" The uncertain multitude is divided by opposite opinions." 
— The populace, incapable of judging for themselves, and 
generally taking their opinions from others, are seldom to 
be found in a state of unanimity. 
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/Sfeio, coactus tua f>oluntate es. Lat. Terence. — "I know, 
thou art compelled by thy own will.^' — ^You plead necessity 
when in fact you are biassed only by your own inclination. 

Scire facials. Law Lat. — " Cause it to be known.*^ — ^The 
name given to a judicial writ, ordering' the defendant to 
shew cause why the execution should not be made out of 
a judgment which has passed. 

Scire tuum nihil est, nisi te scire hoc sciat atter, Lat. 
Persius. — "Your own knowledge is as nothing, unless 
others know you to possess that knowledge.*' — ^The chief 
yalue of acquired knowledge, with many, is to impress 
others with a sense of their acquirements. 

Scire volunt omnes, mercedem solvere nemo. Lat. Juvenal. 
" Every man wishes to be informed, but few are willing 
to pay the price ; " — ^to \mdergo the study and expense. 

Scrtbendi recte sapere est principium et fons, Lat. Horace. 
" The first principle and source of all good writing is to 
think justly.'* — ^Those writings are of little value, which 
do not leave the reader either wiser or better than they 
foimd him. 

Scribimus indocti doctique poemcUa passim. Lat. Horace.— 
"We, both learned and unlearned, are in the habit of 
writing poetry." — Other pursuits are supposed to require 
some previous study, but most men suppose themselves, as 
it were, instinctively qualified to become poets, as well as 
politicians. 
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S^creii amicos admane, lauda palam. Lai Sybus. — ^''Ad- 
monish your fri^ids seoretlyy but praise them openly. 

Secundum formam statuti. Law Lat. — ''According to the 
form of the statute." 

Sedfuqity itUereaJugity frreparabUe tempu§. Lat. Yibgil. 
"But in the mean while time flies ; time, whose loss is 
ne^er to be retrieved.^' — ^Used as an admonition against 
procrastination or delay. 

Sed notat hunc omnia damus, et vudnia tofa 

Inirorsum turpem, speciosum pelle decord, Lat. Ho'&acb, 
" This man is regarded by his family and neighbourhood, 
as a fellow of internal baseness, and exhibiting only a 
shewy outside." — ^Ilsed to describe a specious, but at the 
same time a notorious and confirmed hypocrite. 

Sed nunc cmmso qucBramus seria ludo* Lat. Horace. — " But 
now leaving sportiyeness aside, let us look to more serious 
matter." — ^Putting wit and raillery out of the question, 
let us come to facts and arguments. 

Sed nunc nan erat hts locus. Lat. Horace. — " But there was 
at this time no place for these matters." — ^The observations 
were sufficiently well in themselves, but they were extra- 
neous, and inapplicable to the subject. 

Sed poet est occaeio calm, Lat. — " But opportunity is bald 
behind." — ^This alludes to the figure of Time as represented 
by painters, with a forelock only, to intimate that when 
once past, he cannot by any means be caught or recalled. — 
An opportunity once missed is most frequently lost for 
ever. 
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Sedte 



No8 facimus, Ihrtuna, Detwi, et in cobIo locamus. 

" We> Fortune ! make thee a goddess, and place thee in 

the heavens." — Or, has Dryden has it : 

** Fortune a goddess is to fools alone, 
The wise are always masters of their own.'' 

Sed ubi plura nitent in carmine non egopatAcia 
Offendar maculis Lat. Hobace. 

'' But if there are many brilliancies in the poem, I shall 
not be offended with a few faults." — ^Where there are 
many beauties, we should pardon a few defects. 

Sed videt nunc omnis domm et mdnia toia 
Introrsum turpem et speciosum pelle decora, 

Lat. Horace. 
" Yet all the house and the whole neighbourhood see the 
inward baseness and outward speciousness of this man." — 
Applied to a plausible but detected hypocrite. It is thus 
traslated by Francis : 

" Yet his own house, his neighbours, thro' his art. 
Behold an inward baseness in his heart.'' 

Segnem ac desidem^ et Circo et Theatris corruptum Militem. 
Lat. Tacttus. — " A slothful and listless Military, debauched 
by the Circus and the Theatres." — ^A soldiery enervated by 
the dissipation of a long peace, and which has seemingly 
forgotten the arts and exercises of war. 

Segnim irritant animoa demissa per aurem 

Quam qtMB sunt ocuUs st^'ecta fidelibm. Lat. Horace. 
" The facts, which are merely told, produce a cold impres- 
sion, compared with that of those which are presented to 
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the eye." — This is a lesson to the tragic poet, who should 
rather place his reliance on vivid action than on ccdd 
narration. 

" That which was form'd to captivate the eye 
The ear must coldly taste : Description's weak, 
And the muse falters in the vain attempt/' 

In common life we are indifferent hearers of acts, which 
had we been eye-witnesses, would have excited our lively 
indignation. 

Semel insanivimua omnes. Lat. — " We have aU, at some time, 
been mad.'' — ^Every man must recoUect some period in his 
life when his conduct was not influenced by his reason. 

Semel mains semper prcesumitur esse malus. Lat. Law Maxim. 
— " Those who are once evil are always presumed to be so." 
— ^This is to be understood in eodem genere malt — " in the 
same kind of evil ; " as persons convicted of perjury are 
not to be admitted as witnesses in any cause, after having 
once so offended. 



Semita certi 



Tranquilks per virtutem patet unica mtw, Lat. Juvenal. 
<* Virtue offers the only path which, in this life, leads to 
tranquillity." 

Semper amrus eget. Lat. Horace. — ** The miser is ever in 
want." 

Semper habet lites, attema jurgia lectus, 
In qua nupta jacet : minimum dormitur in iUo» 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" That bed in which a married women lies is full of scold- 
ing and disputes : it will therefore admit of little sleep." — 
This is one of the commonplace sarcasms of those contests, 
which but too frequently embitter the matrimonial state. 
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Semper honor, nomenque, tuum laudesque manebunt. Lat. 
VmoiL. — ^^*Yoiir honour, your name, and your praises, 
shall ever remain." — ^Tour fame shall be eternized. 

Semper idem. — Semper eadem. Lat. — "Always the same." — 
The former phrase is of the masculine, and the latter of 
the feminine gender. 

Semper inops quicunque cupit Lat. Claudian. — " The man 
who desires more is ever poor." — ^The avaricious, who are 
continually extending their wishes, are poor even in the 
midst of affluence. 

Semper fidelia. Lat.—" Always faithful"— Motto of Lord 
Onslow. 

Semper nocet differre paroHs. Lat. Lucan. — " Delay is 
always injurious to those who are prepared." — ^When you 
are ready, you shoidd leave to your adversary no ftirther 
time for preparation. 

Semper paratus. ^ Lat. — " Always ready.'* — ^Motto of Lord 
Clifford. 

Semper %l mal non vien per nuocere. ItaL Prov. — "Misfor- 
tune does not always come to injure." — ^That which we 
take for an infliction sometimes comes as a blessing. 

Senoni vero, i ben tromio. Ital. Prov. — " If it be not true, it 
is at least well invented." — ^It h(is the appearance of truth, 
if it be not true in reality. 

SequUurque patrem non pambtts cequis. Lat. Viegil. — " He 
follows his father, but not with equal paces." — He follows 
his predecessor, but with an inferior share of vigour, or 
ability. 
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Seria cum passim, quod ddectanHa moKm 

Scribere, tu causa es lector. Lat. Mabtial. 

" That I dwell on lighter topics, when I oould handle those 
more serious, thou, reader, art the cause." — ^An author 
must striye to gratify the taste of his reader ; for, 

" Those who live to please, must please to live." 

Seriatim. Lat. — "In order." — According to place or 
seniority. 

Series imjpleaxi causarum. Lat. Seneca — " The complicated 
series of causes." — By this is signified what the anci^its 
expressed by the general term — Fate, 

Sera respidtur tellus, uhi/une sohtto 

Currit in immensum panda carina salum. Lat. Ovm. 

" It is too late to look back upon the land, when the cable 
being loosed, the vessel is making her way into the immense 
deep." — ^We should use all previous circumspection, when 
about to commit an act which in its consequences may be 
irretrievable. 

Sero Bed serio. Lat. — " Late, but seriously." — ^Motto of the 
Sc. Marquis of Lothian, and of the late Marquis Salisbury. 

Serpentes avibus geminentur, tigribus agni, Lat. Virgil. — 
" Let serpents couple with birds, and lambs with tigers." 
— ^Let things the most dissonant agree, ere this harsh 
union be completed. 

Serum est cavendi tempus in mediis malis. Lat. Sedeca. — 
*' The season of caution is past, when we are in the midst 
of evils." — ^After-thought is wholly useless in many cases, 
which by due foresight might have been prevented. 
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Serua in codum redea$, diuque losto 

Interais popuh. Lat. Horace. 

" Late may you return to Heayen, and long may you con- 
tinue to gladden your people with your preBence/' — Tins 
was the flattering invocation of the poet to the Emperor 
Augustus. It has since become a commonplace, addressed 
to every potentate of every description. 

Serva jugum. Lat. — '* Preserve the yoke/' — ^This is the 
complaisant motto of the Scotch Earl of Errol. 

Servabo fidem. Lat.— « I will keep feith."— Motto of Lord 
Sherborne. 

Sermre cives, major est virtus patrim patri. Lat Seneca. — 
" To preserve the lives of citizens is the greatest virtue in 
the Father of his country." 

Servata Jides cineri. Lat. — " Faithful to the memory of my 
ancestors." — Motto of Lord Harrowby. 



Servetur ad imum 



Qualis ab incwpto processerit et sibi constet. 

Lat. Horace. 
'^ Let the character be preserved to the last as it set out 
from the beginning, and be consistent with itself." — ^Let 
not your conduct, or that of the character which you 
portray, be disgraced by inconsiBtency. 

Serviet etemum, qui parvo nescitur uti. Lat. Horace. — "He 
must be a perpetual slave, who knows not how to live upon 
a little." — ^Prodigality in the first instance, is the natural 
parent of servility and adulation in the second. 
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8% ad naturam vivas, ntmquam eris pauper; m ad qpinumem 
nunquam dives. Lat. Seneca. — " If you live according to 
the dictates of nature, you will never be poor ; if accord- 
ing to the world's caprice, you never will be rich." — ^The 
natural wants of man are but few, and those easily satis- 
fied ; it is the gratification of their artificial wants that 
leads the proud and sensual into distress and difficulty. 

Hi antiquitatem species est vetustissima, si dignitatem est hono^ 
ratissima, si Jurisdictionem est capacissima, Lat. Coke. — 
" If you look to its antiquity, it is most ancient ; if to its 
dignity, it is most honourable ; if to its jurisdiction, it 
is most extensive." — This is the description given by 
one of our ablest law-writers on the English House of 
Commons. 

Si cadere necesse est, oecurrendum discrimini. Lat. Tacitus. — 
" If a man must fall, he should manfully meet the hazard.'' 
—When the danger is extreme, it should be met with a 
proportioned energy. 

Sie delatores, genus hominum publico eadtio repertum, et ^pcenis 
nunquam satis coercitum, per prcemia eliciebantur. Lat. 
Tactfus. — " Thus were informers, a race of men dis- 
covered for public destruction, and never sufficiently re- 
strained by pains or penalties, allured and brought forward 
by rewards ! " — ^The historian is describing some of the 
worst evils of a despotic government, and he could not 
have chosen a stronger instance than in speaking of the 
race of informers, — ^men who have always been the bane 
of aU social intercourse, and the curse of every civil insti- 
tution. 
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Sic donee. Lat.— « Thus, untU— ."— The motto of the Duke 
of Bridgewater. 

Sic eeux, qui sont ennemia des divertissemena honnites, avoient 
la direction du monde, ih voudroient dter kprintemps et la 
teunessef — Fun de Vannie et P autre de la vie, Fr. Balzac. 
— " If those who are the enemies of imioeent amusements 
had the direction of the world, they would take away the 
spring and youth — ^the former from the year, and the 
latter from human life." 

Sic itur ad astra. Lat. Viegil. — " Thus men ascend to the 
skies.'* — Such is the way to immortality. — ^Motto of the 
Sc. Baron Ballenden. 

Sic passim. Lat. — "So every where." — ^This is used to 
denote, that the same sentiment occurs in several passages 
of the same work. 

Sic prcBsentihis utaris volvptatibus, utjuturis non noceas. Lat. 
Seneca. — "Enjoy your present pleasures, so as not to 
injure those which are to follow." — ^Take care in every 
indulgence not to destroy your powers by excess. 

Sic omnia fatis 



In pejus mere et retro suhlapsa re/erri. Lat. Viegil. 

" Thus all things are changed for the worse, and at length 
borne down by fete." — ^By the greater nimiber of the 
ancient poets in particular, every signal misfortune was 
supposed to spring from a fixed and irrevocable destiny. 

Sic quisque pavendo 



Bat vires famae, nuUoqm auctore malorum. 
Quwfinxere timent. Lat. Lucan. 

" Thus each person by his fears, gives wings to rumour, 
and without any real source of apprehension, men fear 

Y 
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what they themselyeB have feigned." — ^The popular appre- 
hension too often makes the mischief which it fears. 

Sic transit gloria mundi. Lat. — " Thus passes away the glory 
of this world." — Such are the transitions and fluctuations 
of worldly splendoiur, and of human happiness. 

Sicui ante. Lat. — " As before/* 

Sic utere tuo ut alienum non Uedas. Lat. Law Tklaxim. — 
"Make use of your own property in such a maimer, as 
not to injure that of another.'* — ^This is often applied in 
ease of nuisaiy^eSy &a 

Sic volo, sicjtibeo, stat pro ratione voluntas, Lat. — "Thus I 
wish and order ; my will stands in the place of reason." — 
This characteristic language is generally put into the 
mouth of a despot. 

Sic ro8 non wbis. Lat. Virgil. — " So you do not labour for 
yourselves.'* — ^This is merely the commencement of some 
stanzas, in which the poet complains, that as bees do not 
make honey, or sheep bear fleeces for their own use, so the 
profit and honour of his labours had been usurped by 
others.*' — The application is to those who have suflfered by 
a similar usurpation. 

Si Bern nohiscum, quia contra nos. Lat. — " U Gtod be with 
us, who shall be against us P** — ^Motto of the Ir. Viscoimt 
Mountmorres. 

Sijhs est magnis componere parva, Lat. Virgil. — " If it be 
allowable to compare small things with great.'' 

Si foret in t^rris rideret Heraclitus. Lat. — " If Heraclitus 
were on earth, he would laugh." — ^The philosopher of 
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antiquity who was only remarkable for weeping, must 
laugh perforce, at the absurdity of these arguments or 
proceedings. 

8i dixeris, cBstuo, sudat Lat. — " If you say that you are 
warm, he sweats." — Spoken of such sycophants, or " water- 
flies " as Osrick in " Hamlet,*' who, amongst other modes of 
adulation,' are ever of the same opinion with those to 
whom they address themselyes. 

Si/ortunajuvat, caveto tolli 
Si/artuna tonat, caveto mergi. Lat. Auson. 
" If fortune favours you, do not be elated ; if she should 
frown, do not despond." — ^Preserve an equal mind in all 
situations. 

Si genus humanum et mortalia temnitis anna 
At eperate Beoa memores fandi atqm nefandi. 

Lat. ViBGiL. 
"If you despise the human race, and mortal arms, yet 
remember that there is a Gt)d who is mindM of right and 
wrong." — ^Recollect that there is a future state of reward 
and pimishment. 

Si je puis. Fr. — " If I can." — ^Motto of the Scotch Baron 
Newburgh. 

Si judicas cognosce, si regnas jube. Lat. Seneca. — " If you 
judge, enquire ; if you reign, command." — ^If your office 
be judicial, inform yourself; if ministerial, you may decide 
without enquiry. 

Silent leges inter arma. Lat. Cicero. — " The laws are silent 
in the midst of arms."— The shock of hostilities is too 
violent to permit of calm or equitable discussion. 

Y 2 
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Si mens non keva Juisset. Lat. Viboil- — " If my (or the) 
mind had not been perverted" — ^literaUy, had not be^i on 
the left side. The Romans, all omens relating to human 
affairs, and occurring on the left side, considered as 
unfortunate. It was the reverse of this, when the Heavens 
were to be considted, as the right hand of the Divinity 
was supposed to be to the left of the person looking 
upward and making his appeal. 

Simia quam simUiSf turpissima hestia, nobis? Lat. — "How 
like to a man in shape and action is that vile beast the 
monkey?" — ^The imitative talents of this animal give 
rise to the curious query; 

" Do chattering monkeys mimic men ; 
Or we, turned apes, out-monkey them P " 

Si mihi pergit qwB voU dicere, ea quce non voU 
Audiet. Lat. Terence. 

" If he proceeds to state what he pleases against mc, he 
shall have something in return which it will not please 
him to hear." 

Simplex munditiis. Lat Horace. — " Simple in neatness." — 
Becommended by propriety of dress, but unincumbered 
with superfluous ornament. 

Simul et jucunda et idonea dicere vitw. Lat. Horace. — 
" To tell at once what is pleasant and proper in life." — 
This is the task of the didactic poet, whose business it is 
to blend amusement with instruction. 

Sincerum est nisi vas, quodcunque infundis acesdt. 

Lat. Horace. 
"Unless the vessel be pure, whatever you put in will turn 
80^-"— If the young mind be not duly prepared, all after 
instructions are thrown away. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



81 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. 325 

Sine Cerere et Baccho friget Venus, Lat. — " Without the 
tdd of Ceres and Baechvs, Venus freezes." — ^Loye will 
speedily cool, says the Poet from the school of JEpircurus, 
without the aid of wine and good living. 

Si7^ die. Lat. — " Without a day." — ^The business was de- 
ferred sine die, — ^no day was named for its reconsideratioib 
or for a farther meeting. 

Sine invidia. Lat.— ^" Without envy." — Not speaking in- 
vidiously. 

Sine odio. Lat. — " Without hatred,'' — I speak sine dio—I 
feel divested of all animosity. 

Sine qua non. Lat. — •* A thing without which another 
cannot be." — ^An indispensable condition. An ingredient 
absolutely necessary. 

Sine virtute esse amdcUia nuUo pacto potest ; quce autem inter 
bonos amicitiadicitur, hcec inter mcUos f actio est. Lat. 
Sallust. — " There can be no friendship without virtue, for 
that intimacy, which amongst good men is called friend- 
ship, becomes faction, when it subsists amongst the un- 
principled." 

Singula de nobis anni prcedantur euntes. Lat. Horacb. — 
" Each passing year robs us of a share of what we pos-* 
scssed.'' — ^Talents, beauty, and health, the most valuable 
possessions of human nature, all fall a prey to the ravages 
of time. 

Singula quceque teneant locum sortiUa decenter. Lat. Horace. 
— " Let each thing keep the place which it occupies with 
propriety." — ^The poet is instructing the playwright, not 
to go into any deviation from propriety of character. The 
phrase is also used in a political sense, to recommend that 
ttU things may preserve their due place and order. 
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Si nau8 n^wions point de de/cntts, nous neprendrions pas tant 
de plaisir d en remarquer dans les autres. Fr. Bochefou- 
CAULT. — *' K we had no defects in ouraelyeSy we should not 
take so much pleasure in remarking those of others/' — ^It 
is the consciousness of our own weakness that forms the 
groimd of satisfaction, on seeing others brought down to 
the same level. 

Si nous ne now flaiitions pas nous-mimes, laflatterie des autres 
ne nous pourroit nuire. Pr. Bouhours. — " If we did not 
flatter ourselves, the flattery of others could do us no 
harm." — ^Their incense would be thrown away, if it was 
not grateful to our self-love. 

Si parva licet componere magnis. Lat. Viegil. — " If small 
things may be compared with great." — ^If I may be per- 
mitted to use such a comparison. 

4S1 qua vis apte nubere, nubepari. Lat. Ovid. — " If you wish 
fitly to marry, then marry your equal.'* — ^The Poet alludes 
to an equality of years, but it may also refer to an equality 
of conditions, which contributes much to the happiness of 
the marriage state, by precluding that vain intolerance too 
often assumed by the party of higher wealth, rank, or 
preten-sions. 

Si qucms monumentum circumspice. Lat. — " If you seek my 
monument, look around.** — ^This is the epitaph of the 
architect (Sir C. Wren) in the church of St. Paul, which 
he designed and erected. If you question my merit, 
behold my works. 

■ Si quid novisti recHus isUs 

Candidus imperti, si non his utere mecum. Lat. Horace. 

** If you know of anything more proper than these 
(precepts), be so candid as to communicate your know* 
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ledge — ^if not, make use of what I have furnished." — ^Thns 

translated: 

' If a better system's thine, 

Impart it freely, or make use of mine.*' 

8i sit prudentia. Lat. — " If there be but prudence." — ^Motto 

of Lord Auckland, 

Sit mihi quod nunc eat, etiam minuSy ut mihi vivam 
Quod superest cm — « quid superesse volunt dii. 

Lat. Horace. 
" Let me, I pray, possess what I now have, or even less, 
that I may enjoy myself for my remaining days, if Heaven 
grants any to remain." 

Sit mihi /as audita loqui. Lat. — " Let me have permission to 
state what I have heard." 

Sit piger ad pcmas princeps, ad premia velox. Lat. Ovto. — 
"A monarch shoidd be slow to punish and swift to 
reward.'* 

Sit tibi terra levis. Lat. — "Light lie the earth upon thy 
grave." — ^This was the wish of the Romans to a departed 
friend, from an idea that the clay which covered the 
guilty dead, was heavy, painful, and oppressive. 

Si veris magna paratur 

Fama bonis, et si successu nuda remota 
Inspicitur virtus, quicquid laudamus in ulh 
Majorum, fortuna fait, Lat. Lucan. 

" If honest fame awaits upon the truly good — ^if, setting 
aside the idtimate success, virtue and valour are alone to 
be considered, then was his fortune as proud as any to be 
found in the records of our ancestry." — ^This is the poetic 
incense offered at the shrine of Pompey. It has been 
kindled anew, and applied to several unfortunate generals, 
who coidd not command, though they had deserved success. 
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8i tdi mcolwnem, nvUie reddere 9anum^ 

Cufxu telle grates, muei erede profanum. Lat. 

" If you wish to preserve yourself in health and safety, 
avoid all serious cares, and never give way to vehement 
passion." — ^This very useful precept has been translated 
into somewhat homely verse, as follows : 

** If you would safe and happy be, abstain 
From anxious cares — think anger, too, profane." 

Si €19 meflere, dolendum est 



Primum Ubi ipsu Lat. Horace. 

" If you wish me to, weep, you must feel first yourself.*' — 
This was the precept of the didactic to the tragic poet. 
It is equally applicable to the actor in tragedy. 

• Si volei usus 

Quern penes arbitrium est etjus et norma loqitendi. 

Lat Horace. 
" If usage so wills it, within whose power is the rule and 
law of speech." — ^The use and pronunciation of particular 
words and expressions, must be governed by the fashion of 
the day. 

Soi'disant Fr. — *' Self-called."— The soi-disant Marquis— 
the self-named Marquis. 

Sola juv(U virtus, Lat. — " Virtue alone assists me." — ^Motto 
* of Sc. Baron Blantyre. 

Solamen miseris socios habuisse doloris. Lat. Virgil. 

"It is a comfort to the wretched to have companions in 
grief." — This maxim is true only in a certain degree. 
It may be admitted, however, that man never suffers so 
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much, as when he suffers alone. — ^The sende of sympathy, 
imder other circumstances, tends to diminiah the suffering 
of the individual. 

Sola nobiUtaa virtus. Lat. — " Virtue alone is true nobility/' 
— Motto of the Marquis Abercom. 

Sola salus servire Deo, Lat. — " Our only safety is in serving 
God."— Motto of the Ir. Earl of Ross. 

Sola virtus invicta, Lat. — "Virtue alone is invincible.*' — 
Motto of the Duke of Norfolk. 

Solitudinemfaciunt, pacem wppelUmt. Lat. Tacitus. — " They 
make a desert, and call that tranquility." — ^They exterminate 
a people, and then say that peace is restored. It will be for 
posterity to record that this barbarous solecism wafi acted 
upon, in various places, at the latter end of the eighteenth 
century. 

Solvit ad diem. Lat. Law Term. — ^* He paid it to the day." 
— ^This is a plea to an action of debt on a bond or penal 
bill, by which it is alleged that the money was paid on the 
day assigned. 

Sol occubuit; nox nulla secuta est. Lat. — " The sun set, but no 
night followed." — ^An ingenious stroke of flattery addressed 
to the successor to a throne. The meaning is " the sim of 
your father's glory is set, but we feel not the loss, whilst 
enlightened by your radiance." 

Sohuntur taJmlce. Lat — "The bills are dismissed." — ^The 
defendant is acquitted. 

Soyez/erme. — ^Fr. — " Be firm." — ^Persevere. The Motto of 
the Irish Earl of Carrick. 
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Spargere voces in tmlgum ambiguaa. Lat. VntoiL. — " To scatter 
ambiguous sounds amongst the crowd/' — ^To circulate de- 
ceptive rumours amongst the populace. This is an im- 
putation frequently attached by either of two contending 
parties, 

Spedas et spectabere. Lat. — " You see, and you shall be seen." 
— ^You witness here the exhibition of character, but if your 
faidts deserve it, you shall be exhibited in your turn. 

Spectatum admusi rimm teneatis amici? Lat. Horace. — " Can 
even the friends who are admitted to see (the picture) re- 
frain from laughter?" — ^Must not the risible muscles, even 
of partiality, give way at an exhibition so ridiculous. 

Spectemur agendo. Lat. — " Let us be tried by our actions." 
— ^Let us be examined by our conduct. The motto of Earl 
Beaulieu, and of the Lish Viscount Cliefien. 

Spem bonam ceriamque domum reporto. Lat. — " I bring home 
with me a good and certain hope." — ^The prospect which I 
am to open is highly soothing and encouraging. 

Spem pretio non emo. Lat. Terence. — "I do not give 
prompt payment for hope." — ^I do not annex any value to 
idle expectations. 

Sperate et f?08met rebus sermte secundis. Lat. Virgil. — " Live 
in hope, and reserve yourselves for more prosperous cir- 
cumstances." — ^An appeal, from the only source of con- 
solation left, to companions in severe adversity. 
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Sperat infestis, metuit secundia 
AUeram sortem, bene prepafatum 
Pectus. Lat. Horace. 

" The breast wUch is well prepared^ 1i<^>0b everything in 
adversity, and fears everything in prosperity." — ^The philo- 
sophic mind can buoy up distress by hope, and curb the 
insolence of success, by reflecting on its instability. 

Speraie miseri, cavete feltces. Lat. — " Let the wretched live 
in hope, and the happy be upon their guard." — ^The muta- 
bility of fortime is such, that the lowest have something to 
expect, and the highest something to fear. 

Speravimus ista 



Dum fortuna Jkiit. Lat. Virgil. 

" We, too, have hoped for such things when favoured by 

fortune." — ^We presumed as far in our better days. 

Sperne voluptcUea — nocet empta dolore voluptas, Lat. Horace. 

— " Despise all vain enjoyment. — ^It is injurious when pur- 
. chased at the price of pain." — ^The pursuit of pleasure to 

excess, not only takes away the faculty of enjoyment, but 

leaves a i)ermanent sting behind. 

Spero meliora. Lat. — " I hope for better times or things." — 
Motto of Sc. Viscoxmt Stormont, and Sc. Baron Torphichen. 

Spes durat cmrum. Lat.—" The hope of my ancestors con- 
tinues."— Motto of Earl of Rochford. 

Spes mea in Deo. Lat. — " My hope is in God." — ^Motto of 
Lord Teynham. 

Spc8 mea Christus. Lat.—" Christ is my hope."— Motto of 
the t. Baron Lucan. 
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8pe$ tuUmma ccdis. Lat — '^ The safest hope is in Heaven." 
— Motto of the Ir. Earl of Eangston. 

Spretm injuria formm. Lat. Virgil. — " The insult oflFered to 
her despised beauty.** — ^This is spoken of the resentment of 
Juno^ in eonsequence of the well-known judgment of 
Paris. The intrigues of eourts, where women bear sway, 
has made it a phrase of modem application. 

Stans pede in uno. Lat. Horace. — " Standing upon one leg.'* 
— work composed stans pede in uno — ^with no more than an 
ordinary degree of exertion. 

StafU ccstera tigno. Lat. — "The rest stand on a beam.** — 
Motto of Earl Aboyne. 

Stare decisis et non quieta movere, Lat. Law Maxim. — " To 
stand by things as decided, and not to disturb those which 
are tranquil.*' — It is advisable to act upon the ground of 
precedent, and to resist all innovation. 

Stare super vias antiqiMS. Lat. — " To stand firm on the old 
paths/* — and not give way to any bold novelties. 

Statim daret, ne differento videretur negare. Lat. Corn. Nep. 
— " He would give at once, lest by delaying he should 
seem to deny the favour.** — ^This language is used by the 
historian of Themistocles. It is in other words the proverb 
" Bis dai/' Jkc. — " He gives twice, who gives soon.** 

Stat magni nominis umbra. Lat. Lucan. — " He stands the 
shadow of a mighty name.*' — He exhibits only a faint 
shadow of his former greatness. 
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Stat pro rcUione vdv/ntas. Lat. — " My will stands in the 
place of reason.*' — ^Applied to a despot who ordains that 
his caprices should be obeyed as law. 

Stat promissa fidea. Lat. — "The promised faith remains." 
— ^Motto of the Sc. Baron Lindores. 

Stat sua cuique dies ; breve et irreparabUe tempus 
Omnibus est tntcB, sedfamam extendere factis 
Hoc mrtutis opus. Lat. Virgil. 

" Every man has his brief portion of life, and of time, 
which cannot be recalled; but it belongs to virtue (or 
valour) alone to extend our fame by our deeds." — Superior 
genius, or virtue, can overleap the brief span of human 
life, and consecrate the name of their possessor to im- 
mortality. 

Status quo. Lat. — " The state in which," or status quo ante 
bellum. — " The state in which both parties were before the 
war." — ^This is used in speaking of belligerent powers 
when they agree, as a preliminary of peace, to restore 
their conquests, to return to that condition in which the 
parties respectively stood before the commencement of 
hostilities. 

Stavo bene, mat per stare megliore sto qui. Ital. — " I was 
well, but by endeavouring to be better, I am here." — ^The 
epitaph on an hypochondriac, who, though well in health, 
was not easy imtil he had quacked himself into his grave. 
Used to mark the^ discontent of those who are dissatisfied 
when in an eligible situation. 

Stemmata quidfaciunt, quidprodest, Pontice, longo 
Sanguine censeri. Lat. Juvenal. 

" Of what avail are pedigrees, or to derive one's blood 
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horn a long train of lofty ancestors P* — ^Without virtue 
or genius what are the boasted advantages of high birth P 

Stimulos dedit (Btnula rirtus. Lat. Lucan. — " He was spurred 
on by rival valour." — ^An honourable emulation is the best 
incentive to acts of greatness. 

Stratum super stratum. Lat. — " One layer upon another." — 
—Beds of matter ranged alternately one upon the other. 

Studiis et rtbus honestis. Lat. — " By honest pursuits and 
studies." — ^Motto of Lord Ashburton. 

StuUitiam patiuntur opes. Lat. — "Riches will bear out 
folly." — ^The rich fool is suffered to play such pranks with 
impimity, as if played off by one in an inferior station, 
would meet, not only with derision, but punishment. 

StuUitiam simulare loco sapientia summa est. Lat. Prov. — 
" To assume the garb of Folly is, in certain situations, the 
most consummate wisdom." — Such was the conduct of the 
first Brutus, who, by affecting to be mad, eluded the 
vengeance of Tarquin, and ultimately succeeded in expell- 
ing that tyrant. 

Stultorum incurata mahis pudor ulcera cdat Lat. Horace. — 
" The false shame of fools makes them hide their uncured 
sores." — ^It is the height of folly to conceal our &ults from 
those from whom we may derive amendment. 

StuUum est timere quod vitare non potes. Lat. Syrus. — " It 
is idle to dread that which you cannot avoid." — ^In such a 
case, instead of giving way to fear, we should siunmon all 
our fortitude. 
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8tuttu8 labor est ineptiarum. Lat. Mabtial. — " The labour 
is silly which is bestowed on trifles." — ^Industry is respect- 
able only when it is applied to useful objects : it degenerates 
and becomes ridiculous, when it is directed to the collection 
of cockle-shells, butterflies, and such objects as are whoUy 
destitute of profit and of use. 

StultuB, nisi quod ipse fadt nil rectum putat. Lat. Prov. — 
" The fool thinks nothing well done but what is done by 
himself.*' — ^There is often a combination of selfish pride 
with folly, which leads the person to believe, that he is not 
only wise, but wise alone. 

Sua cuique voluptas, Lat. Prov. — " Each man has his own 
pleasure.'* — ^Every person ha« a taste for some particular 
enjoyment. 

Sua quisque exempla debet cBquo animo patL Lat. PiLfiDRUS. — 
" Every man is boimd to tolerate the act of which he has 
himself given the example." — ^No man can fairly complain 
of that, as an injustice, of which he has himself furnished 
a previous specimen. 

Sua/ve est ex magno tollere acervo. Lat. Horace.—" It is 
pleasant to take from a great heap.'' — ^The poet speaks 
sarcastically of a miser, whose perverse delight is to take 
from a large hoard the little which he dares to use. 

Suave mari magtw, turhantihus cequora ventis, 
E terra magnum alterius spectare laborem. 

Lat. Lucretius. 
" It is pleasant when the sea runs high to view from land 
the great distress of another." — ^It is not uncommon for 
men to enjoy the distresses of others, when they can in- 
dulge the sense of their own security. 
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SmmHhr im modoy /brtiier in re. Lat. — ^' Oentle in the 
maimer, bat yigOToos in the deed." — ^In affiurs of import- 
anoe, outward oomphtcency ahould be joined with inward 
firmness. — ^This has been adopted as a motto by the Ir. 
Lord Newboroogh. 

Sub cruee oomdida. Lat. — " Under the fair cross." — ^Motto of 
Lord LovelL 

Sub hoc signo rinces. Lat. — " Under this sign thou shalt con- 
quer." — ^Alluding to the cross which appeared in the air, 
as a signal of victory, to Ck)nstantine. — ^Motto of the Ir. 
Visooimt De Vesci. 

Sublatd causa^ tollitur effectm, Lat. — "When the cause is 
removed the eflfect must cease." — ^The efficient cause of a 
distemper in the human frame> for instance, being done 
away, its effects must be expected speedily to terminate. 

SubUnU feriam %idera pertice. Lat. Horace. — "My lofty 
head shall strike the stars." — This flight of the poet is 
now employed as a commonplace pleasantry. 

Sub p€mA. Law Lat. — "Under a penalty." — The name 
given to a writ for the summoning of witness. 

Sub sUentio, Lat. — "In silence." — ^The matter passed sub 
sUentio — ^without any notice being taken. 

Substantia prior et dignior est accidente. Lat. Law Maxim. 
— " The substance should be considered as prior to, and of 
more weight than, the accident." — ^No judgment, it is held, 
shall be arrested in any court of record for any defect in 
point of form, or, imless it be a matter of substance, on 
which the Judges of those courts are to decide. 
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StMcedaneum. Lat. — " A substitute/* — ^A matter substituted^ 
Impudence *is frequently used as a sticcedaneum for 
argiimeni;. 

Suggestio falsi. Lat. — " The suggestion of a falsehood," — ^This 
and the suppressio vert, '' suppression of the truth/' are the 
strongest charges which can be made agidnst a public 
orator or writer. 

Suicuique tnores fingunt foriunam. Lat. Corn. Nkpos. — 

. " His own morals (or manners) shape the fortune of every 

man/* — ^Thus the English proverb, *' manners make the 



Sai generis. Lat. — " Of its own kind." — ^Not to be classed 
under any ordinary description. 

Suivez raison. Fr. — "Follow reason." — Motto of the Ir, 
Earl Altamont, Viscount Montague, and Lord Kilnudne. 

Sum quod eris, fui quod sis, Lat. — " I am what thou shalt 
be, as I have been what thou now art" — ^An admonition 
frequently met with as a sepulchral inscription. 

Sumite materiam vestria qui scribitis (squam 

Viribus. Lat. Horace. 

" Let those who write fix on a subject to which their force 
is equal." — ^Every author should look to his mental power, 
and consider whether it be equal to the task which he is 
about to undertake. 

8ummam nee metuas diem, nee optes. Lat Martial. — " Tou 
should neither fear nor wish for your last day/* — ^The 
philosophic mind neither timidly shrinks from death, nor 
desperately wishes to accelerate its approach. 
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Summmm bonum. LaI— ''The diief good."— l%e ol)}€ct of 
attainmeDt most dfUHTaMfl, wliidi some of the ancient 
philosophers stated to be pleasure, and others virtue. 

Bummtim crede nefcu^ cmmufnpraferr$pudan 
El propier viktm Vivendi perdere ocutsfu. Lat JuvBirAL. 
''Bdieye it to be the last of all in&mies, to prefer your 
ezistenoe to your honour, or for the sake of life, to lose 
every induoement to live. 

Snmmum Jus, 8umma if^uria, Lat. — " Strictness of law is 
sometimes of the greatest injustice/' — ^A too rigorous 
interpretation of the law is not unfrequently productive of 
results which do not accord with equity. 

Sunt laerymm rerum et mentetn martaUa tangunt. Lat Yibgii^ 
— ''Tears are due to human misery, and the woes of 
mortality a£Eect the mind." — ^Every virtuous mind, on 
hearing of such calamities, must be touched by sympathy. 

Sunt superia sua jti/ra. Lat. Ovid. — " The gods or supreme 
powers have their own laws." — ^This is sometimes quoted 
in political discussions, to intimate that the higher powers 
often overlook those duties and promises, which are sup- 
posed to be binding on the lower orders of the community. 

Suo marie. Lat — " By his own exertion." — ^He performed 
it suo marie — ^by his own unaided skill and ability. 

Suo 8%bi ghdio hunojuguio. Lat Tbrbncb. — " With his own 
sword do I stab this man." — ^I defeat him — figuratively, 
and in argument, with the weapons and the admissions 
which he has himself furnished. 
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Buperanda omnis fortuna ferendo est. Lat Viegil. — 
** Every misfortune is to be subdued by patience/' 

Supersedeas. Law Lat. — " Ton may remove or set aside." — 
A writ to stay proceedings. 

Super subjectam materiam. Lat. — ^'On the matter sub- 
mitted.'* — ^A lawyer is not responsible for his opinion, 
when it is given stjy[>er Sfukjectam materiam— on the circum- 
stances as they are laid before him by his client. 

Suppressio vert. Lat. — See suggesUo falsi. 

Suspectum sempe inmumque dominanttbus qui proximus 
destinaretur. Lat. Tacttus. — *' The next in succession is 
ever hated and suspected by those who are actually in 
possession of the supreme power." — ^This can only apply to 
those .governments where the persons, in possession of 
absolute power, fear that it may be wrested from them by 
violent means. They of course, in the language of our 
poet: 

" Bear like the Turk, no brother near the throne/' 

POPB. 

SuuM cuique. Lat. — " Let each man have his own," — ^Let 
the laws of property be strictly observed. 

Suum cuique ineommodtHnferendum est, potius quam de uUerius 
comtnodis detrahendum. Lat. Cicebo. — "Every man 
should bear his own grievances and inconveniencies, 
rather than detract from, or abridge the comforts of 
another.'* 

Suus cuique mos. Lat. Tsjiencb. — "Each man has his 
particular habit" — ^In opinions and habitudes, there is a 
permanent diversity, and every person should in fairness 
be left to the free exercise of his own. 

z 2 
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Tabula ra$a. Lat. — A shaTed, or smoothed taWet." — ^BGs 
mind is a iulmia rasa — it is a mere blank. The idea is 
taken from the waxed tablets of the ancients, on which 
they made their memoranda with a sharp instrument, 
called a siyhm with the other flatted end of which they 
afterwards erased what they had written. 

Tatentf saiis laudant Lat. Terence. — "Their silence is 
soflbnent praise." — ^It is ample proof of worth, when the 
censorious have nothing to allege. 

Tddie sans t&che. Fr.— "A work without a stain."— The 
- motto of the Sc. Earl of Northesk. 

Taciturn vivit subpedore vulntis. Lat. Virgil. — " The secret 

wound still lives within the breast'' — ^The injury is not 

forgotten, but is treasured up for an opportimity of 
revenge. 

> ' Tah tuum carmen nobisy divine Poeta, 

Quale eqpor/essis. Lat. Virgil. 

" As pleasing are thy verses to us, divine Poet, as sleep is 
to the wearied," &c. — ^This compliment, for such it is 
meant, in the original, is sometimes ironically turned 
against a different description of Poets, who are 

" Sleepless themselves, to give their readers sleep f" 

TaUbus ex adyto dicHs cum<Ba Sybilla 
HorrendcLs oanit ambages, anJbroqus remugit^ 
Obseuris vera involvens, . Lat VnwiL. 

"In words like these, the Sybil utters her fearful oracles 
of dubious import, and sounds them forth from her cavern, 
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blending trufh with obacurity." — ^This quotation is f^ 
quently used to reprobate a style wbioh is at once pompous 
and ambiguous. 

Tarn deest (waro quod habet, quam quod non habet, Lat. 
Syrus. — ^' The miser is as much in want of that which he 
has, as of that which he has not 1 " 

Tarn Marie quam Minerva. Lat. — " As much by Mars as by 
Minerva.** — ^He has succeeded, " tarn Marte quam Minerva,*' 
— ^ually by his courage and his genius. 

Tandem Jit eurculus arbor. Lat.—" A shoot at length be- 
becomes a tree.** — ^Motto of the Marquis of Waterford. 

TantancB animia codesttbua ires, Lat. Vibgel. — " Can heavenly 
minds such anger entertain P** — ^Is it possible for exalted 
minds to descend to such low resentments ? 

Tant mieua. Fr. — " So much the better.** 

Tanto buon, che vol niente. Prov. Ital. — " So good, that he 
is good for nothing.** — ^Applied to that weak, good nature 
which IB injurious to the possessor, without being of advan- 
tage to any other person. 

Tanto homini fidm, tanUe virtutie amator. Lat. — "A faithful 
friend to so great a man, and a steady admirer of such 
distinguished excellence.** 

Tant pis. Fr. — " So much the worse.'* 

Tantum de medio sumptis accedit honoris. Lat. Horace. — 
" So much of honour is due to subjects taken from middle 
or common life." — ^This is a praise very justly granted to 
the authors of such plays as " George Barnwell,'* or the 
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^'GasiiMter/' were the Bentiments come home to every 
man's bosmees and bosom, as contra-distingaiflhed to 
those, where emperors, queens, 'and heroes, fill the 
soene ; and whose sorrows astound for the moment, but in 
a moment are forgotten. 

Tanium 9e foriunoB permUtuni, eUam ut naturam dediscani. 
Lat. QuiKT. CuBT. — " They give themselves up so much to 
fortune, as even to forget their nature." 

Tantum aeries jv/nduraque poM. Lat. Horace. — '' Of so 
much force is system and connection.'' — ^A less perfect 
book, if stamped with these characters, will please more 
than one of superior quality, in which the principles are 
scattered, and the reasoning disjointed. 

• TardBf qwB credita bsdwUy eredimua. Lat. Ovid. — 

** We are slow to believe that which if believed would hurt 
our feelings/' 

Tel brills au second rang qui s'eelipse an premier. Fr. — *^ A 
man may shine in the second rank, who would be eclipsed 
in the first."-"]k[any who conceive themselves fitted for 
first-rate characters in life, would in fact ai^)ear to more 
advantage in subordinate situations. 

Tel en vom Kswnt admire ehaqm trait 

Qui dans le fond de Vams et vaus craint et vous hait. 

Ft. Boilsatt. 
" Such a one, on reading your work, admires every stroke, 
but firom the bottom of his soul he fears aiidhates you." — 
The Uving satirist excites more of fisar than of regard. 

Tel mattre, tel Mlet, Fr, Prov. — '^ Like master like man." 
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TiXpc opiv luuifnw Biov. Gr. Telos oran maerou Biou. — ** To 
see the end of a long life."— This was the wish of Ohilias, 
one of the celebrated seven Wise Men of Greece. 

Tel fxms aemble applaudirf qui vans raille et vans joue; 
Aitnen qu'an vous conaeille, et non pas qu'on vow hue. 

Fr. BoiLEAU. 
" That man appears to applaud you, who in fact makes you 
his jest and his sport Let your inclination be to those 
who advise, rather than to those who praise your conduct." 
— ^This is an advice which cannot be too frequently repeated 
to men in power and opidence. Their idle advisers are 
many, their serious counsellors but few. 

Telum imbelle sine ictu. Lat. Viegil. — " A feeble weapon 
thrown without effect." — Applied metaphorically to a weak 
or imbecile argument. 

Templa quam dUecta. Lat. — " Temples how beloved." — ^The 
motto of the marquis of Buckingham. This is a poor 
pun on the family name of Temple. 

Tempora mutantur et noa mutamur in iUis. Lat. — **The 
times are perpetually changing, and we change with the 
times." — ^There is nothing fixed or stable, either in situa* 
tions or opinions. 

" Men change with fortune. Manners change with times^ 
Tenets with books, and principles with times." 

Tempore ducetur longo fortaase cicatrix 
Horrent admotas vulnera cruda manus. Lat Ovid. 
*' The wound will perhaps be covered by the process of 
time, but it shrinks from the touch, whilst it is yet recent." 
This is figuratively applied to sorrow, in the first burst of 
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whioh, it will reject the most friendly appeal ; Bame time 
should therefore be emS&rei to elapse before any attempt is 
made to administer consolation. 

Tempus edax rerum. Lat. Horace. ^— '^ Time that devours 
all things.'' 

Tefnpus omnia recelat. Lat — ^* Time reveals all things." — 
Few things, these two proverbs say> escape the disdoeure 
of time, and nothing its ravages. 

• Tenet inaanabile muttos 

BcribmuU cacoethes, cegroque in corde seneadt 
** Many have an incurable itch for writing, which takes full 
possession of their disordered faculties." — ^The race has 
been numerous in every age of those 

" who in despite 

Of nature, and their stars, will write.'* 

Teres atque rotundus. Lat. Hobace. — '' A man smooth and 
round in himself." — One whose conduct, like a polished 
globe, can surmount each difficulty, and defy each asperity. 

Terrw fiUue. Lat. — " A son of the earth." — An Oxford 
phrase, signifying a man of no birth. 

Terra nund educcU mahs homines, atqfie pueillos, 

Lat. Juvenal. 
'' The earth now maintains as before, both bad and weak 
men." — The condition of the human species in all ages^ is 
nearly the same. 

Terttum quid. Lat. — " A third something." — Struck out by 
the collision of two opposite forces or principles. 
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SxTiDAS. Tea Phttseos grammateus en, ton calamon apobreaxm 
eis noun. — " He was the writer or interpreter of Nature, 
dipping his pen into Mind. 

TiU nullum periculum esse perspicio, quod quidem sejunctum sit 
ah omnium interitu. Lat. Cicero. — " I can see no danger 
to which you are personally exposed, separately and apart 
from the destruction of us all.'* 

Tiens ta foy. Fr.— " Keep thy faith.'* — Motto of Earl 
Bathurst. 

Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. Lat. Virgil. — " I fear the 
Greeks, even when they oflfer presents.*' — ^I am on my 
guard against an enemy, and particularly when he profiEers 
kindness. 

Timet pudorem Lat. — "He fears shame.'" — Motto of the 
Ir. Vise. Downe. 

Timidus se vocat cautum, parcum sordidus, Lat. Prov.—- 
" The cowardly man says, that he is cautious, the miser, 
that he is sparing." — We have each an excxise, or pallia- 
tion for our respective faults. 

Tirer le diable par le queue. Fr. Prov. — " To pull the devil 
by the tail." — To be put to one's shifts for a livelihood. 

Toga virilis. Lat. — " The manly robe." — ^This was the dress 
which the Boman youth assumed on reaching a certain 
period of life. He has assumed the toga virUis — he has 
entered into a state of manhood. 

To hXov. Gr. To holon.—" The whole.*'— Unity. 

To KaXov. Gr. To kalon. — ^The summum bonum — ^ihe supremo 
good. 
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Tolh/oeoa — none&lJocif9e$mfnaKgnmn. Lat — "Away with 
such jests — ^ihere is no jest in being malignanf — ^This is 
properly apjdied to thatsaroastio merriment, which wotu^ 
the peace or feelings of the individnaly for the purpose of 
giving entertainment to the many. 

ToUe tnoftu — den^[>er nocuit differre paratis. Lat Lucan. — 
"Away with all delays — it is even injurioos to postpone, 
when you are in readiness/' — ^The application is in parti- 
cular to war. When you are ready ^ you should allow the 
enemy no time for preparation. 

TaShmturin aUum 

Ui lapsu gnmoTB ruant Lat Claudian. 

"They are raised to such a height, that they may tumble 

with a heavier £Bdl.'' — Some men seem to have been raised 

to the summit of their ambition, only to aggravate tite 

subsequent reverses which Providence has doomed than to 

experience. 

To ir^irov. Gt. To prepon. — " That which is decorous." — 
Decency — ^Decorum. 

Tat homines quot sententke. Lat. — "So many men so many 
opinions/^ — ^There will be as many different su£Brages as 
heads. 

Toties quoties. Lat. — "As many times as, then so often.'* — 
A term frequently used in law proceedings, as thus : if 
A. B. commit a certain offence, he shall be fined £10, and 
so on, totiea quoties, viz., on every repetition of the offence^ 
he shall incur a similar penalty. 

Tato ccbIo. Lat — " By the whde heavens."— The men diflfer 
toto ccdo — ^their dispositions are as opposite as the two pdes. 
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IhiuB in iota, et totus in quctUbet parte. Lat. — '* Whole m 
itselfy and whole in every part/'— This was the definition 
given by the ancient scholiasts of the human mind. 

Totus mundui agit hiatrionem. Lat. — ^^'AU the world acts 
the player." — " All the world's a stage.'' 

Totus trea atque rottmdus. Lat. — " Every way round and 
smooth." — ^A man so polished, as to roll through the 
world unbiassed by any asperity. 

Toujaurs priL Fr. — " Always ready." — ^Bf otto of the Ir. M. 
of Antrim and E. Clanwilliam. 

Toujours propice. Fr. — " Ever propitious." — ^Motto of the 
Lr. Tiscount CrCTiome. 

Toumer caaaqw. Fr. — *' To turn a man's coat." — ^This in 
former times was regarded as a disgrace I 

Toua frais faita. Fr. — " All expenses paid." 

Tous les hommes aont foux, et mdgrh leur mnna 
Ne different entr^eux, que du plus ou du moins. 

Fr. BoiLEAV. 
*' All men are fools, and with every effort they can only 
differ in the degrea" — ^They will only be the more fooUah 
and the less foolish. 

Tout bien ou rien. Fr. — " The whole or nothing." — Motto of 
Earl Gainsborough. 

Tout iloge imposteur blesse une ame sincere. Fr. Boileau. — 
** Nothing woxmds a feeling mind more than praise tmjustly 
bestowed." 

Tout le monde se plaint de sa vnimorie^ etpersorme ne plaint 
de son jugement. Fr. Kochbfoucault. — " Every man 
complains of his memory, but no man complains of his 
own judgment." — ^However great the cause may be, our 
pride will not suffer us to impeach the latter. 
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Impetus^ et vi$um eri letUi quasisBc nocentem. 

Lat. LucAN. 
" They are borne away by the violence of their rage> and 
they think it a waste of time to enquire who are the 
guilty." — ^ThiB is a forcible description of popular and 
indiBcriminate yengeance. 

Drahit sua quemque vcluptas. Lat. Yiro. — '^ Each man is led 
by his own peculiar taste or pleasure/' — ^A remark on the 
ever-prevailing diversity of tastes and passions. 

Tranaeat in exemplum. Lat. — '^ May it pass into an example.'^ 
— ^May an act so meritorious stand recorded as a precedent 
for others to follow. 

Tribus AnHcyris caput imanahHe. Lat. Horace. — "Ahead 
incurable by three AnticyrsB.'' — ^The island of Anticjrra, in 
the Archipelago^ was famous for the growth of hellebore, 
which is administered to purge the head. The phrase, 
therefore, means an incurable madman. 

Triompho morte tarn vita. Lat. — " I triumph in death, as in 
life."— Motto of the Ir. Viscount Allen. 

Tro8. 7)/rtu8ve mihi nnllo discrimine agetur. Lat. Virgil. — 
" The Trojan and the Tyrian shall be treated by me 
without distinction." — ^I profess no attachment to either of 
the contending parties, and shall, of course, speak of them 
with due impartiality. 

Trunditur dies die. Lat. Horace.—" One day is pressed 
onward by another." — ^The progress of time, however neg- 
lected by man, is silent and irresistible. 
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Tua res agitur^ paries cum proadmua ardet La*. Horace. — 
'^ Your affidrs are at stake^ wlien the next liouse is on fire/' 
— ^We should remember, that the calamity which afflicts 
our neighbour, most seriously threatens onrselTes. 

Tuebor. Lat.— "I will defend.''— The motto of Viscount 
Torrington. 

Tu ne cede maJis, sed contra audentior ito. Lat. Virgil. — 
"Do not yield to misfortunes, but meet them on the 
contrary with fortitude." — ^You can only subdue adversity, 
by bearing up against it. The four first words form the 
motto of the Ir. Baron Milton. 

Tuo tibi Judicio est utendum, Virtutis et vitiorum grave 
ipsius conscientia pondus est; qud suhlata Jacent omnia. 
Lat. Cicero. — "You must use your own judgment on 
yourself. Great is the weight of conscience in deciding 
on your own virtues and vices : if that be taken away, all 
is lost." 

Turpe est aliud loqui^ alivd sentire; quanta turpius aliud 
scribere, aliud sentire. Lat. Seneca. — " It is dishonour- 
able to .speak one thing, and to think another ; but how 
much more base is it to write that which is contrary to 
a man's real sentiments ?" — ^The act oivyriUng is of greater 
deliberation, and of broader tendency. An attempt to 
deceive in this way, is therefore more highly criminal. 
If this maxim were properly felt by party writers, the 
world would not be inimdated by such a torrent of 
Msehoods. 

Turpe est in patria peregrinari, et in iis rebus qum adpatriam 
pertinent hospitem esse. Lat. Manutitjs. — " It is shameful 
for a man to live as a stranger in his own coimtry, and4o 
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be vnmfoniied of her affidra and intereets.'' — ^Thk is a 
maxim wkieh thould be inoiiloated to all joang trayellers. 
Bid they preTiooaly make thesiadTes informed of the 
aflBura of their own ooontrj, they would be likdj to reap 
something diffiarent from a haryert of follies on their 
foreign tour. 

Twpe eti laudari ab iOaudatis. Lat. — '' It is degrading to 
be oommended by thoee, who are not themselyes worthy of 
praise." 

Twrpe ed viro, id in quo quoUdie rersalur ignorare. Lat. — 
** It is shameful that a man should be ignorant of that, in 
which he is every day anployed." 

Turpig H ridieula res est elementarius senex : juveni parandum, 
seni utendum est. Lat. Seneca. — ''Nothing can be so 
ridiculous or absurd as to see an old man in his rudiments. 
It is for youth to acquire, and for age to employ those 
aoquirements. 

Tussis pro crepUu. Lat. — ** A cough which is feigned to 

disguise a f ^t.'* — A poor pretext to cover a foul 

design. 

Tuta timens, Lat — " Fearing even that which is safe." — 
Men, who are at the pinnacle of fortune, should know that 
they are not out of the reach of its vicissitudes. 

Tutor et uUor. Lat. — " The protector and the avenger." — ^A 
compliment of little meaning, but which is generally- 
found on the medals inscribed to a successful prince or 
potentate. 

Tuum est Lat. — " It is your own." — ^Motto of Earl Oowper. 
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Uberrima fides, Lat. Plir. — " A full growth of confidence/' 
— ^An implicit £Edth or reliance. 

Uberibus semper lacrymis semperque paratis 
In statione sua^ atque eapectcMtibus illam 
QuojiibecU manare, Lat. 

'^ She has an inexhaustible ftmd of tears ready at a call, 
and the flow of which she has only to direct.'* — ^A msLn's 
tears, says the ingenious Mrs. Inchbald, seem to come from 
a distance — ^those of a woman drcp in upon us as ready 
visitants. 

Ubieimqw ars ostentatWy Veritas aibesse videtw. Lat. — 
** Wherever art is displayed, truth seems to be wanting." 
— ^We seldom witness a laborious exertion to excite interest 
or to give pleasure, that we do not begin to doubt the 
reality of the interest or pleasure which is thus forced 
upon us. 

Ubi lapsus f— Quid feci f Lat.— "Where am I fallen?— 
What have I done P*' — ^Motto of Viscoimt Courtenay. 

Ubi major pars est, ibi est totum. Lat. Law Maxim. — 
** Where the greater part is, there by law is the whole.'*— 
The only way of determining the acts of many, is by the 
major part, or the majority ; as the majority in parliament 
enact laws. &c. 

Ubi md, ibi apes. Lat. Platjtus. — " Where there is honey, 
there will be bees.*' — ^Where Ihere is a pleasing attraction, 
there wiU be no want of followers. 
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UbipUra nitetU m carwUme nam ego pameU 
Offender macuKs, qua$ out imeuria/udU, 
Alii kumcMa parum ea/vit nmtmra, Lai. Hosacs. 

** Where there are many beauties in a weak, I shaU no^ 
Caril at a few faults, proceeding either from negUg^ice, or 
from the imperfection of our nature.'' — ^In a great work of 
general merit, candour re<iuire8 that we should excuse any 
•mall, or partial defect. 

Ubique patriam remmisei. Lat. — " Everjrwhere to remena- 
ber our oountry." — Motto of Lord Malmesburj. 

Vhi reddunt ova columlxB. Lat. Juv. — ** Where the pigeons 
lay their eggs." — ^This, at Borne, was in the interstices 
under the roofs of houses, in the garrets of which then, as 
now, poets had that honourable residence, which by some 
is called, "the first floor down the chimney," and by- 
others, ** the roost of eminence," and still more generally, 
"the -4««? story/' 

Ubi 9upra. Lat. — " Where above mentioned." — ^A reference 
to a preceding quotation. 

Ubi veils nolunty vibi nolis volunl ultro, 
Concessd pudet ire vid. Lat. Terakcs. 

" When you are willing, they are disinclined ; when you 
are averse, they are willing. They fare loth to tread in 
that path where it is permitted.'^ — ^This is rather a severe 
description of the caprices of woman. It has been thus 
translated: — 

" You would, they wont, when you would not, they would ; 
Consent does freeze, denial fires their blood," 
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Udum et moUe Mum ea; nunc mmc properandus et acri 
Fingendus sine fine rotd. Lat. Pebsius. 

** Thou art now but soft and moist clay, and therefore in- 
stantly and incessantly to be formed by the glowing wheel." 
— ^The allusion is to the potter's wheel, and the application 
is to the mind of youth, which should be formed with 
assiduity, whilst it is tender, pliant, and susceptible. 

Ultima ratio regem. Lat. — " The last reasoning of kings/' 
— An appeal to violence and hostility. This inscription, 
if we rightly recollect, was ordered to be graven by Louis 
XIY. on his camion. 

TJUima semper 

JSapectanda dies homini esty dicique beatus. 
Ante obitum nemo et stiprema funera debet. Lat. Ovro. 
" Man should ever look to his last day, and no man should 
be accounted happy before his decease, or until his ftmeral 
rites are performed." — Such is the instability of human 
affiurs, that no man should be rated as fortimate, until 
death has precluded any further possibility of change. 

UU. uUimus. Lat.—" The last." 

Una salus tnctis nullam sperare scdutem. Lat. Virg. — " The 
only hope for the conquered, is to expect no safety." — ^The 
despair of the vanquished sometimes brings about a relief 
not to be effected by any other means. 

Unde habeas qucerit nemo, sed cportet habere. Lat. Juvbkal. — 
" No man enquires how you have got your wealth, but it is 
necessary to possess it." — ^AU men pay respect to riches, 
without enquiring very scrupulously into the means by 
which they have been obtained. 

A A 
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Unde Hbi frontem Ubertatemque parentis^ 
Cum facias perjora semx, Lat. Juvenal. 

" When do you derive the power and privilege of a parent, 
when you, though an old man^ £all into greater errors." — 
How can you presume to chide your juniors^ when you, 
though advanced in years, set the vicious example. 

Un enjant en auvrant set yeuw doit voir la patrie, etjmqu^h la 
mort ne voir que* He, Fr. Rousseau. — " The in£mt, on first 
opening his eyes, ought to se6 his coimtry, and to the hour 
of his death never to lose sight of it.'' — ^The love of our 
country should be implanted early, and nourished through 
life. 

TTngaihm et rostra. Lat. — "With talons and beak" — ^He 
fought it unguibus et rostro — ^tooth and naiL 

Unguis in tdcere. Lat. Cicero. — " A nail in the wound." — 
This strong phrase was applied by the orator to the con- 
spirator Cataline. — " Your country," he would have said 
in a periphrase, " has received a dangerous wound, into 
which you, vulture like, infix your talons, for the purpose 
of irritating and keeping it open." 

Un homme d'esprit seroit souvent bien emharrasse sans la com^ 
pagnie des sots. Fr. Bochefoucault. — " A man of wit 
may be often much embarrassed without the company of 
fools." — ^He would lack a butt for his sarcasms. 

Un homme totyours satisfoUt de lui-mime^ peu soment Vest des 
faiUres, rarement on Vest de lui. Fr. Rochefoucault. — 
<* A man who is always well satisfied with himself, is 
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seldom so witii others, and others are as Kttle pleased with 
him.*' — A man who has an overweening conceit of him- 
self, is too proud to be pleased with the efforts of others, 
and by that pride, is sure to excite a general disgust against 
himself. 

JIni (Bquus virtuti, atque efm amicis. Lat. Horace.— " Friendly 
to virtue alone, and to the friends of virtue." — ^The three 
first words form the motto of Earl Mansfield. 

Unica virtus iiecessaria. Lat. — "Virtue is the only thing 
necessary." — ^Motto of the Ir. Earl of Momington. 

Um quippe vacat, studiis odiisqi^ earenti 
Humanum lugere genus. Lat. Lucan. 

" There is only one man, who being equally free from 
attachments and resentments, is at leisure to weep for the 
miseries of the human race." — ^This praise, which the poet 
has given to Cato, applies to the disinterested patriot, who 
sighs only for the sufferings of his country. 

Jin je servirai. Fr. — " One I will serve/' — ^Motto of Ihe 
Earl of Pembroke and Lord Porchester. 

Una avuhoy non deficit alter. Lat. Virgil. — "When one is 
plucked away, another shall not be wanting." — ^XJsed in a 
political sense — ^remove that man, and you shall have his 
like for a successor. 

Uh roy, une foy^ une loy. Pr.— " One king, one faith, one 
law." — ^Motto of the t. Marquis Clanricarde. 

Vn sot ci triple Stage. Fr.— " A fool of the third story." — 
An egregious blockhead. 

A A 2 
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Un $oi trouve totyaure un plui sot qui F admire. 

Fr. BoiLBAV. 
" A fool always finds a greater fool to admire him." — ^TTsed 
in reproaching a silly, or adulatory commendation of an 
indiffer^it work. 

Un " iien^^ vaut mieux que deux " tu Fauras.'' Fr. Prov. — 
" One 'hold fest' is better than two a'U give thee/ '' — 
'' A bird in the hand," &c 

Un tout 9euL Ft.—" One alone."— Motto of the Ir. Earl 

^ Vemey. 

Unue homo nobis cunctando resUtuit rem, 
Non panebat enim ^^umares ante sdlutem. 

Fragment of Enniits. 
"One man by delay restored the State, for he preferred 
the puUic safety to idle report." — ^This was applied to 
Fabius, who, by prudently avoiding a battle, at length 
wasted away the army of Hannibal, the inveterate and 
sworn enemy of the Romans. It is now sometimes quoted, 
when caution or delay is to be justified on the part of a 
general or a statesman. 

Unus utrique error 

Sed variie illndit partibue. Lat. Horace. 

" The same error belongs to each, but it mocks them in 
different ways." — Several men may engage in a pursuit of 
the same folly, yet each travel by a different road. 

Urbem lateriiiam invenit, marmoream reUquit. LatSuEio- 
Kius. — " He found a city built of bricks, and he left it con- 
structed of marble." — ^This was the boast of Augustus, 
with respect to the city of Rome. It is sometimes flatter- 
ingly applied to other princely suggesters, or promoters of 
great improvements. 
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Urit enimfiilgare suo qui prcegravat artes 
Infra sepositaa — extinctus amabitur idem. Lat. Horace. 
*^ He is consumed by his own brightness^ wbo depresses 
. <ihe arts beneatii him — Je^, he, after his decease, shall be 
admired." — ^The man of exalted genius, throws by the 
splendour of his talents all inferior merits into the shade. 
He is exposed, therefore, to all the shafts of contemporary 
jealousy. His death alone can deprive envy of her sting ; 
then those who were most forward to detract, will be the 
first to do justice to his merits. 

TTsqtie adeone 



Scire tuum nihil est, niai te scire hoc sciat oMer f 

Lat. Persivs. 
" Is therefore your own knowledge to pass for nothing, 
unless others are aware of that knowledge ?'*— Is it not 
the sole object of your studies, to impress others with a 
sense of your acquirements ? 

UaqiM adeone mori mdserum est f Lat. Vibgil. — " Is it then 
so very wretched a thing to die ?" — ^Are the thoughts of 
mortality so very dreadful ? 

Ut ameris, amabiUs eslo. Lat Ovid. — **That you may be 
beloved, be deserving of love." — ^To merit regard, is the 
surest mode of obtaining it. 

m apes geometriam, Lat. — " As bees practise geometry.*' — 
The motto of the Marquis of Lansdown. 

Utatur motu animi, qui uti ratione non protest. Lat. — " Let 
him be guided by his passions, who can make no use of 
his reason." — ^FooIb may be impelled by thdr passions, 
but the man of reason is left without an excuse. 
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Utcunqu^ placuerii Deo. Lat — '* A& it tball please Qod.'' — 
Motto <3i Earl Howe. 

Utendum ed wfatCy cito pede praterit (Btas ; 
Qucim cuperes vctis hunc revocare diem f Lat. Ovro. 

"You Bhould employ your youth, which passes swiftly 
away. With how many wishes would you not then 
eudeavour to recall the present day f 

Ut homo ests ita morem geras. Lat. Terence. — "As the 
man, is, so you should conduct yourself." — ^This is a 
practical maxim of the most useful kind. The dexterous 
man who has a purpose to carry, will be full of deference 
before the lofty, easy with the free, and complacent with 
the humble. 

JItUe dulci. Lat. — " The useful with the pleasant." — ^To say, 
that he has combined the utik dulci — ^is to give the very 
first praise to a writer. 

UtiKunt sagax rerum. Lat. Hor. — " Sagacious in making 
useful discoveries." 

UtifUim' tarn /acSe vera tntenire possem, qtrnm falsa eontincere, 
Lat. Cicero. — " I wish that I coidd as easily discover the 
truth, as I can detect the falsehood." — ^I have no due to 
the former, but the latter betrays itself by its incon- 
sistency. 

Uti possidetis. Lat. — " As you possess." — ^A diplomatic 
phrase, used when two sovereigns, after sacrificing a num- 
ber of himian lives, &c. choose to make peace, "each 
retaining the possessions which they have acquired." — ^Its 
opposite is the status quo, when both parties re-enter into 
the condition in which they stood before the war. 
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Ul necpes, nec^yymt uni 



Beddatur fomuB. Lat. Horagk. 

** So that neither the foot nor the head shall belong to the 
same form.'' — Applied to a dramatic piece or to a picture, 
where all is incongruity. 

Ut nemo in aese tentat deseendere^ nemo; 
Sed prcBcedenti speeMur mantica tergo 
QiMB&ieris. Lat. Juvenal. 

"You ask why no man attempts to descend into himself, 
but looks to the wallet on the shoulders of him who pre- 
cedes." — ^The aUusion is to the fable; where men are 
represented as marching in a line with a double wallet, the 
forward part containing their neighbour's faidts, whilst 
their own are flxmg unseen behind their backs. 

Utque alios industria, ita hunc ignama ad famam protulerat. 
Lat. Tacttus. — " Other men have been advanced to fame 
by industrious exertion; but this man has succeeded by 
mere sluggishness and indolence." — ^The person in question 
owes not his elevation to his deserts. 

Ut quimus, quando ut volumus non licet. Lat. Tebence.— > 
"When we cannot act as we wish, we must act as we 
can.'' — ^Every man shoidd accommodate himself to eircum- 
stances, and particularly in suiting his aims to his powers. 

Ut sementem feceris, ita et metes. Lat. Cicero. — -"As you 
have sown, so shall you reap."— As your conduct has been, 
so shall be its fruits. 

Ut pictura, poesis erit. Lat. Horace.—" It will ever be in 
poetry, as in painting." — ^There must always be an aflfinity 
between those sister arts. 
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Utproiim. Lat— ''That I may do good."— The motto <tf 
Lord Foley. 

Ui qui$que 9uum vuU esse, ita est. Lat Teeengb. — '' Ab 
every man wishes his (oflEspring) to be, so it is." — ^The 
minds of children are of so plastic a nature, that if they do 
not answer the hopes of the parent, it is in the greater 
number of instances to be attributed to his neglect of their 
education. 

Ut qtiocunque paratm. Lat — " Prepared on every side." — 
Motto of the Lr^ Earl of Cavan. 

Ut redeat nUseria, abeat fortuna superbis. Lat. Horace. — 
''That fortune may quit the proud, and return to the 
wretched." — That something like the natural equality of 
conditicm may be restored. 

Utrum horum mavis accipe. Lat. — "Take whichever of 
those you prefer." — ^A conclusion generally made in argu- 
ment, after having offered a choice of difficulties. 

Ut scBpe gumma ingmria in occulta latent, Lat. Pulutus. 
— "How often men of the greatest genius are lost in 
obscurity." — The exercise and use of surpassing talents, 
are frequently lost to the world through the want of pro- 
tection and cultivation. 

Ut velkm hispotiua nugie tota ilia dediseet 

Tempera eceviti^e. Lat. Juvenal. 

" Would to heaven he had given up to trifles like these aU 
the time, which he devoted to savage and cruel purposes." 
—Spoken of a tyrant whose days were divided between 
frivolous pursuits and barbarous inflictions. 
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Vacuus caniai coram laJbrone vicUar. Lat. Juv. — " The man 
with an empty purse may sing before the robber." — ^He of 
course can lose nothing. 

Vade-mecum. Lat. — " Go with me." — ^A yoimg man's vade- 
mecum, — ^that which should be his constant companion. 

Valeat quantum mLere potest. Lat. — " Let it prevail as far as it 
ma^." — Let the argument pass for as much as it is worth. 

Valeat res ludicra. Lat. Hor. — " Parewell to the ridiculous.^ 
— ^Let us leave off all foolery. 

Vaiete ac plaudite. Lat. Terence. — " Farewell, and ap- 
plaud." — ^This was the conclusion of the Latin comedy. It 
is now sometimes used in the way of triumphant irony at 
the conclusion of a political discourse. 

Valet ami summis 
Mutare, et insignem aMenuai Deus, 
Obscura pomens. Lat. Horace. 

" The Deity can change the lowest into the highest — can 
extinguish the proud, and bring forward the humble." — 
Every sublunary change is marked out by the finger of 
Providence. 

Vana quoque ad veros accessit fama timores. 

Lat. LucAN. 
** Idle rumours were also added to the foxmded apprehen- 
sions.'' — ^This is a phrase often quoted, as the circumstance 
constantly recurs, in every great crisis of national difficulty 
or danger. 
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Varium ei muUUnle semper 
Fmuna. Lat. Yiboil. 

** A woman ia alwajs changeable and caprlciomu" — ^The 
opinions of that sex are ever flnctoating. 

Va vidis ! Lat — ^** Woe to the conquered *' — ^If it should 
come to that point, vce vieUs — ^it will be a war of extermi- 
nation. 

Vedettes, Ft. Mil. Totui. — "Sentinels on horseback, to 
watch and give notice of the approach of an enemy." 

Velim mehercuk cum istis errare, quam cum aliis recte sentire. 
Lat. — " I would rather in fact err with those men, than 
think rightly with others." — ^I so much approve of their 
general consistency, that though they may be erroneous in 
this single point, they still shall have my concurrence. 

Velis et remis. Lat. — " With sails and oars." — ^He pushed 
forward velis et remis — ^by every possible means. 

Telle suum cuique, nee voto vivitur uno, Lat. Persius. — 
"Each man has his own wish, the inclinations of all cannot 
be the same." — Taste and opinion must differ in men and 
in nations. 



Velocius ac dtius nos 



Corrumpunt vitiorum exempla domestica, magnis 
Cum subeant animos auctoribus, Lat. Horace. 

" We are more speedily and fatally corrupted by domestic 
examples of vice, and particularly when they are impressed 
on our minds, as fipom authority." — Sudi is the effect, for 
instance, of bad example, held forth by a father or mother, 
to children of either sex. 
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Vdax eansiUum tequXiwr pomitetUia. Lat. LiLBSR. — *' Hasty 
oouDsels are generally fdOLowed by respexLtaooo/^ 

VehUi in speculum. Lat. — ''As if in a mirror, or looking- 
glass.'' — You shall here see your follies refleotecL 

VenaUa pqpidua, venalis curia pcUrum. Lat. — " The people 
are venal, and the senate is equally venal/' — ^A description 
once given of Rome. It would not now be necessary to 
travel to Rome, in order to make the application. 

Vendentem thm et odares. Lat. Horace. — " Selling frank- 
incense and perfumes." — ^Applied to such pamphlets as are 
destined to wrap up groceries, line trunks, &o. 

. Vendidit hie awro pairiam. Lat. Yirgil. — "He sold his 
coimtry for gold." — ^He is nothing less than a venal traitor. 

Venenum in auro bibitur. Lat. Seneca. — " Poison is gene- 
rally drunk out of gold." — ^Those who use less costly 
utensils, are not so liable to such murderous attempts. 

Venienti occurrite morbo. Lat. Pbrsius. — "Meet the ap- 
proaching disease." — ^Do not let the malady strike root, 
but seek the proper advice cmd remedy on its first ap- 
proaches. 

Venire facias. Law Lat. — " You shall cause, or order to 
come.*' — ^The judicial writ by which the sheriff is empow- 
ered to summon a jury. 

Veniy mdi, vici, Lat. — *^ I came, I saw, I overcame." — ^This 
was the brief account transmitted by Julius Gsesar of a 
victory. 
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VemHi MCtrndit. Lat— '' With proeperous winda."— With 

uniform sooceas. — ^Motto of Lord Hood. 
Ventre qffhmi n'a point cTorHUes. Fr. Prov. — " A starved 
belly has no ears." — ^A hungry audience is not to be satis- 
^ fied by mere argument. 

Verba animi pro/erre, et vitam impendere vero. 

Lat. JUVENAI^ 

*' To speak the words of the mind, and to stake one's life 
for the truth," — ^To speak with honest frankness, and to 
prefer liberty to life. An admirable summary of the duties 
of a good citixen. 

Verboaa ac grandis epistola verUt 

A Capneie. Lat. Peesius. 

" A verbose and turgid epistle comes from Capree." — This 
is applied by the poet to the haughty mandates issued by 
Tiberius in his retreat. It is now used to mark a lofty 
tone, assumed by the opposite party in any polemic dis- 
cussion. 



Verbum verba reddere fidus, 



Interpree, Lat. Horace. 

"As a faithAil interpreter to translate word for word." — 

To give a translation strictly literaL 

Veritas nihil veretur nisi abscondi. Lat Law Max. — " Trutli 
is afraid of nothing but concealment." — ^The characteris of 
truth are plainness and frankness. It is in the nature of 
fraud, on the contrary, to be evasive and mysterious. 

Veritas vindt. Lat. — "Truth conquers." — ^Motto of the 
Sc. Earl Marishall. 

Veritas m& et mord, falsa festinatione et incertis vaiescuni 
Lat. Tacttus. — "Truth is confirmed by inspection and 
delay : falsehood avails itself of haste and uncertainty." — 
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Falsehood relies on the first impressions ; the tmth oomes 
haltingly behind, as wishing to meet the test of deli- 
beration and circumspection. 

VeritcUis simplex oratio est Lat. Seneca. — ** The language 
of truth is simple." — ^The orator, who is conscious of 
having truth on his side, should be careM not to veil ot 
degrade her beauty by any meretricious decoration. 

Veriti sans peur. Fr. — " Truth without fear/' — ^The motto 
of Lord Middleton. 

Ver nan semper viret Lat. — " The spring does not always 
flourish — or Vernon always flourishes.*' — ^Motto of Lord 
Vernon. 

Versus. Lat. — " Against." 

Versiis inopes rerum, nugceque canorce Lat. Horace.— 
" Verses devoid of substance, melodious trifles." — Or, as a 
modem poet has it, 

" Tour filmy, gauzy, gossamery, lines." 

Verum iUud est, wlgo quod did solet, 
Omnes sibi malle melius esse quam aUeri. Lat. Terence. 
" The common assertion is certainly true, that we all wish 
matters to be better with ourselves than with others."— 
Whatever may be theoretically said of philanthropy and 
benevolence to others, self-love will be foimd to be the 
prevailing principle. 

Veram opere in longofas est obrepere somnum. Lat. Horace. 
— ''But in a long work it is allowable that sleep may 
creep on." — ^A degree of negligence is pardonable in a 
long work, which in a brief production would be highly 
reprehemdble. 
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Verum puU9 hawd (Bgf% quod fHMe ewpet<». Lat Tkr£ncs. — 
** You b^eve that eaaily, which you hope for earnestly." 
— ^Men are led without difficulty into the belief of that 
which they passionately desire. 

Vestigia nulla retrorsum. Lat. — " There are no traces back- 
ward." — ^All the footsteps lead to the lion's den, but there 
are no marks of any returning. It is a danger from which 
there is no retreat. Motto of Yiscount Hamden. 

Vetera eatdlimus, recentium incuriosi. Lat. Tacttus. — ^„ We 
extol the ancients, regardless of those of later date." — ^We 
are more ready to give praise to the deeds, or writers of 
antiquity, than to do justice to contemporary merit 

Vetuetas pro lege semper habetur. Lat. Law Maxim. — 
" Ancient custom is always held as a law." — ^Where there 
is no positive law the custom, if from time immemorial, 
may be pleaded. 

Viam qui nescit, qud deveniat ad mare, 
Sum oportet amnem qumrere comitem sibi, Lat. Flautts. 
*' He who knows not his way to the sea, should take a 
river as his companion." — ^By this figure it is intimated, 
that a tedious but certain course to any given object, is 
preferable to one which may possibly be more brief, but is 
at the same time uncertain. 

• Viamque ineiate dommuii 



Dum/aeiles oiimijuvenum, dam mobilis (Bias. Lat. Yikgil. 
" Take the course of strong rule, whilst the mind of youth 
is flexible, and capable of strong impressions.** — 
Yigorous methods, but divested of harshness, should be 
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early called into use by those, to whom the education (^ 
youth is committed. 

Vice versa. Lat. — " The terms being exchanged." — ^Thus — 
the generous should be rich, and vice versa, the rich 
should be generous. 

Vicinus urii Ucakgon. Lat. Virgil. — "Your neighbour 
Ucalegon's house is on fire.'* — ^The dpmger is approaching 
to you so nearly as to demand your utmost exertion. 

Victor volentes per pojmlos dot jura. Lat. — "He, as a 
conqueror, dictates his laws to a willing people.'' — This is a 
compliment generally paid to a victorious leader. The 
will of the people subdued, though it does not actually 
follow, is presumed as a thing of course. 

Victrix causa Diis placuit sed victa Catoni. Lat. Lucan. — 
" The victorious cause was adopted by the gods, that of 
the vanquished by Cato :'* 

" The gods and Gate did in this divide. 
They chose the conquering, he the conquered side." 

This extravagant flight of the poet is sometimes applied 
to a man who having wrestled, though unsuccessfully, 
against superior powers, has derived glory even from 
defeat. 

Victrix fortuncB sapientia. Lat. Juvenal. -^ " Wisdom fre- 
quently conquers fortime." — ^A wise man will often parry 
or subdue the reverses of chance. 

Vide. Lat. — "See." — Vide ut supra. — " See the preceding 
statement." 

Vide et crede. Lat. — "See and believe." — If anything 
like incredulity remains, convince yourself by occular 
demonstration. 
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• Yideo meUara proboque, 



DeUriara sequor. Lat. Ovid. 

'' I aee and approve of better things, but I follow the 
worse, which I condemn." — ^This k frequently used by the 
speaker or writer, as a sentence of self-condenmaticm. 
It may also be applied to a third person, where his conduct 
is directly opposite to his known sentiments. 

Vi et arm%8. Lat — " By force and arms.'' — ^By a force not 
sanctioned by law. By main force. 

VigOatUibus. Lat.—" To the watchful."— Motto of Lr. Vise 
Gosford. 

VigHantibus non dormientibus aerut lex. Law. Max. — "The 
law regards those only who watch, and not those who 
sleep." — ^The law is only for the protection of those who 
take due care of their property. It notices not those who 
may suffer from their own neglect. 

Vig^ieur de deasus. Fr. — " Strength is fircon above.*' — ^Motto 
of the Ir. Earl of Inchiquin. 

Vincti amor patria. Lat. — " The love of my coimtry over- 
comes." — ^Motto of the Ir. Viscount Molesworth, and Lord 
Mimcaster. 

VincU omnia Veritas. Lat. — " Truth conquers all things." — 
It must ultimately prevail over every cavil, and every 
objection. — ^Motto of the Ir. Baron Kinsale. 

VincU qui se vincit. Lat. — "He conquers who overcomes 
himself." — ^Motto of Lord Howard of Walden. 

Vincit Veritas. Lat. — "Truth conquers."— Motto of the 
Ir. Earls of Bellamont and Montrath. 
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Vino tortus et ird. Lat. Horace. — ^' Though tortured both 
by wine and anger." — ^The poet is speaking of a man who 
can keep his friend's secret, though the lene tormentum^ or 
gentle compulsion of wine, or the more forcible excitation 
of anger "were both employed to wrest it from his bosom. 

Vir "bonus dieendi feritm. Lat. — " A good man skilled in 
the art of speaking.*' — ^By this, which was the ancient de- 
finition of an orator, it appears that none could rank as 
such, but men of probity. Our modem notions are rather 
more relaxed. 

^^ • 
Vir bonus est quis f 

Qui consuUa pcUrum qui leges jtiraque servaL 

Lat. HoBACE. 

** Who is a good man P He who respects the decrees of 

the legislature, and bows to eyery positive law, and every 

moral obligation." 

Virescit vulnere virtus. Lat. — "Virtue flourishes from a 
woimd." — ^Motto of the Sc Earl of Galloway. 

Vires acquirit eundo. Lat — " She acquires strength in her 
progress." — ^This is spoken by the poet of fame or rumour. 
Every report in its passage gathers strength, is enforced 
by new circumstances ; and, firom a puny abortion, swells 
very often into a gigantic admeasurement. 

Viri infelicis procul amid. Lat. Seneca. — " Friends are 
always distant from a man who is imfortunate." — Mis- 
fortune occasions a shyness even amongst friends the most 
professed. 

Virtus ariete fortior. Lat. — "Virtue is stronger than a 
battering ram." — ^Motto of the Earl of Abingdon. 

B B 
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Virtus repuh^B nescta sordid^ 
IntamifuUi* fulget honaribas. Lat. Horace. 

" That Tirtue wliicli is unconscioiisof a base repulse, shines 
with tmstained honours." 

Virtue incenatt vires, Lat. — " Virtue kindles the strength.** 
— ^Motto of the Ir. Vise. Strangford. 

Virtus est medium vitiorum st tdrinque reductum. Lat. 
Horace. — " Virtue is the middle between two vices, and is 
removed from either extreme." — ^Thus, generosity is the 
middle virtue, the extremes of which are avfuice and pro- 
digality. 

Virtus in actiane consistit Lat. — " Virtue consists in acting." 
— ^It does not rest on cold theory, but on positive exertion. 
— ^Motto of Lord Craven. 

Virtus laudatur et alget, Lat. Juvenal. — " Virtue is praised 
and freezes." — Every virtuous effort is viewed with cold 
admiration, and met only with sullen neglect. 

Virtus milk scuta. Lat. — "Virtue is equal to a thousand 
shields."— Motto of the Earl of Effingham. 

Virtus est vitium Jugere, et sapienUa prima 
Stultitid caruisse. Lat. Horace. 

" It is a virtue to avoid vice, and the first step to wisdom 
is to be free from folly." 

Virtus in arduis. Lat. — " Virtue (or valour) in difficulties."^ 
—Motto of the Ir. Vise. Cullen. 

Virtus requiei nescia sordidw. Lat. — " Valour which knows 
not mean repose." — ^Motto of the Ir. Vise. Desart. 
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Virtus semper viridis, Lat. — " Virtue is always flourishing/' 
— ^Motto of tlie Ir. Vise. Belmore. 

Virtus mneit invidiam. Lat — "Virtue conquers envy.'^ — 
Motto of the Marquis Comwallis. 

Virtus vincit invidiam. Lat. — " Virtue overcomes envy." — 
However contemporary jealousy may prevail, the virtuous 
man is in the end sure of his reward. 

Virtute non astutia. Lat. — " By virtue, not by craft." — 
Motto of the Ir. Vise. Pery, 

Virtute non viris. Lat. — " From virtue not from men." — 
Motto of the Ir. Earl of Kerry. 

Virtute ac labore. Lat. — " By virtue and toil." — ^Motto of 
the Sc. Earl Dundonald. 

Virtute fideqrn. Lat. — " By virtue and faith." — ^Motto of 
the Sc. Baron Elibank. 

Virtute et operd. Lat. — " By virtue and industry." — ^Motto 
of Ir. Earl Fife. 

Virtute quies. Lat. — " Oontent in virtue." — ^Motto of Baron 
Mulgrave. 

VirttUe et fide. Lat.—" By virtue and faith."— Motto of 
the Earl of Oxford, and the Ir. Vise. Melboum. 

Virtutem^ incolumem odimus 
Subldtam ex oculis quaerimus invidi. Lat. Horace. 

" "We hate virtue when it is safe and flourishing, but when 
removed from our sight, even envy itself regrets it." — Such 
is the nature of man. 

B B 2 
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VirMem videant, mtdbescantque relicid. Lat. Juvenal. 
" Let them (the wicked) see the beauty of virtue, and pine 
at having forsaken her." — ^This is the greatest curse that 
can befal them. 

VirtuU nihil cbstat et armis, Lat. — " Nothing can resist 
valour and arms." — Motto of the Earl of Aldborough. 

Virtuti non armia fido. Lat. — " I trust to virtue and not to 
arms." — ^Motto of Lord Ghrey de "Wilton. 

Virtutis amor. Lat. — '* The love of virtue." — Motto of the 
Lr. Earl of Annesley. 

Virtutis amor, Lat. — " Through the love of virtue." — ^Motto 
of the Ir. Vise. Valentia. 

VirttUus avorum premium. Lat. — " The reward of the virtue 
of my ancestors." — ^Motto of the Ir. Baron Templetown. 

Virtutis forttma comes. Lat. — " Fortime is the companion 
of virtue." — Motto of the Ir. Barons Newhaven and 
Harberton. 

Vis consiUi ewpers mole ruit sua. Lat. Horace. — "Force, 
not directed by wisdom, falls by its own weight." — ^Brutal 
force is as nothing, when it is not guided by the counsels 
of reason. 

Vis inertue. Lat. — " The power of inertness " — ^In physics, 
this is applied to the power of a stationary body, resisting 
that which would set it in motion. In morals, it has a 
figurative application, and serves as another name for in- 
dolence. 

Vis unita foriior. Lat. — " Force or power is strengthened 
by union." — Motto of the Ir. Earl Mount CasheL 
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Viid cedaty vU conviva satur. Lat. Horace.^ — " Let him take 
leave of life, as a guest satisfied with his entertainment.'^ 

VitcB est avid/aSy quisquis non fmlt 
Mundo secum pereunte mori, Lat. Seneca. 

" He is greedy of life, who is not willing to die when the 
world is perishing around him." — ^When he sees that 
everything is hastening to destruction and decay. 

ViicB posUscenia celant Lat. Lucbetius. — " They conceal 
that part of their life which is passed behind the scenes." 
— ^They throw a veil over their private Kfe, and hide it 
from the world. 

Vitce summa brem, spem nos vetat inchoare longam. Lat. 
Horace. — "The short span of our lives forbids us to 
encourage a lengthened hope." — Such is the brief term of 
our existence, that he who looks to remote prospects is 
generally disappointed. 

Vitce ma virtus. Lat. — " Virtue is the way of life." — Motto 
of the Ir. Earl of Portarlington. 

Vita enim mortuorum in memoria vicorum est poslta. Lat. 
Cicero. — " The life of the dead is placed in the memory of 
the living." — ^They survive in remembrance, and still exist, 
as a biographer would say, in fair report. 

VUam impendere vero. Lat. — " To stake one's life for the 
truth." — Stated as the best character of a good citizen." 

Vitam regit forhma non sapieniia. Lat. Cicero. — " Fortune, 
and not wisdom, governs human life." 
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Vikmda est improba Byren — Deeidia. Lat Horacb. — 
" That deetructive Syren Sloth is ever to be avoided." — 
The man who devotes himself to indolent habits, must be 
considered as lost to himself and to society. 

• Vitavi denique cuipam, 

Non laudem merui. Lat. 

" I *have been careM to avoid censure, if I have not 
deserved commendation." — ^This is a suitable motto for a 
very numerous class of poets, who seem to aim at no 
higher praise than that of faidtless insipidity. 

Vitia otii negotio discutienda sunt. Lat. Skneca. — "The 
vices of sloth are only to be shaken off by business." — ^The 
mind wiU rust and canker without employment. 

Vitiant artm {egrm contagia mentis. Lat. Ovid. — " When 
the mind is ill at ease, the body is in a certain degree 
affected." 

« 

Vitiis nemo sine nascitur. Lat. — " No man is bom without 
his faults." — We owe every allowance to the faults of 
others, being conscious that every human being has his 
share of imperfection. 

Vitium commune omnium est, 

Quod nimium ad rem in seneda attenti sumus. 

Lat. Terence. 
" It is a fault which is common to all, that in advanced 
age we are too much attached to our property and 
interest." — ^As prodigality is proverbially said to be the 
fault of youth, so is avarice that of later years. 
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VUium fuity nunc moa est, adsentaUo. Lat. Syrus. — " Flat- 
tery, which, was formerly a vice, is now grown into a 
custom/' — ^It has become so familiar that it no longer 
provokes our detestation. 

Vim voce, Lat. — " By the living voice." — ^By oral testimony 
as opposed to written evidence. 

Vive la bagatelle. Fr. — " Success to trifling." 

Vivefirie invidia moUesque inglorios annos. 
Exige, et amicitias tibi junge pares. Lat. Ovid. 

"Live free from envy, and without a wish for glory; 
desire only placid years, and to live in friendship with 
your equals." — Seek the quiet shade of life, and avoid the 
friendships of the great. 

Vive memor lethi, Lat. Persius. — "Live ever in the re- 
membrance of death." — This solemn recollection will be 
the best preservative from vice and error. 

Vive vale — si quid novisti rectius istis 
Candidm imperii ; si non his utere niecum, Lat. Horace. 
" Farewell and be happy — ^if you know of any precepts 
better than these, be so candid as to communicate them, if 
not, partake of these with me." 

" If a better system's thine, 

Impart it freely, or make use of mine." 

Vivendi recte quiprorogat haram, 

Rusticus expectat dum deflua^ amnis. Lat. Horace. 

" He who postpones the hour of living rightly, is like the 
rustic who waits till the river shall have passed away." 
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— He defers his reformaticm to a period which can never 
arrive. 

Vitendum est rede, cum propter plurima, turn his 
Pripcipui camis, ut lingtios mancipiorum 
Contemnas — nam lingua mali pars pessima serri. 

Lat. Juvenal. 
" You should live virtuously for many reasons, but parti- 
cularly on this account, that you may be able to despise 
the tongues of your domestics. The tongue ia the worst 
part of a bad servant." 

Vivere sai pincere. Lat. — " To conquer is to live enough.*' — 
Motto of the Ir. Earl of Sefton. 

Vifida vis animi, Lat. — " The strong force of the mind." — 
The lively impetus of genius. 

VitU post fiinera virtus, Lat. — " Virtue survives the grave." 
Motto of the Ir. Earl of Shannon. 

Vivite felices, quihus est fortuna peracta 
Jam sua, Lat. Virgil. 

" May those be happy whose fortunes are already com- 
pleted." — Though struggling through life, I can see 
without envy those whose efforts have had a successful 
termination. 

Vivitur ewiguo melius — natura heatis 
Omnibus esse dedU, si quis cognoverit uti, Lat. Claxjbian. 
" Men live best upon a little — ^nature has granted to all to 
be happy, if the use of her gifts were but known.'* 

Vivo et regno, simul ista reliqui 

Qu(B V08 ad ccelumfertis rumore seetindo Lat. Horace. 

** I live and reign within myself, since I have abandoned 
those things which you by your praises extol to the skies." 
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— I have been liappy since I have resigned to you the 
pleasures of sensuality, and betaken myself to those of 
reflection. 

Vivre ce n^est pas respirer, c^est agir. Fr. Rousseau. — " Life 
does not consist merely in breathing, but in action." — The 
man can scarcely be said to live, who does nothing but 
obey his animal impulses. 

Vix ea nostra voco. Lat. — " I can scarcely call these things 
our own," (alluding to ancestry.)— Motto of Lord Sund- 
ridge and Earl "Warwick. 

Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
MuUi : sed omnes iUacrymabUes 
Urgentur ignotique longd 

Nocte, carent quia vate sacro Lat. Horace. 

" Many heroes lived before Agamemnon, but they are all 
immoumed, and consigned to long oblivion, because they 
are without a sacred bard,'* to sing their praises. — ^This 
quotation is used in shewing the value of poetry, in con- 
secrating and embalming the deeds of virtue and of 
valour. 

Voildpour Pachever de peindre. Fr. Prov. — " But to finish 
his picture/' — ^To give the last and strongest feature of his 
character. 

VoUd une autre chose. Fr. — " There you see another thing." 
— ^The circtmistances of the two cases are wholly different. 

Volenti nan fit ir^wria. Lat. Law Maxim. — " An injury 
cannot be done to a willing person." — None can complain 
of wrong in a proceeding, when the measure had their 
previous assent. 
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Volo non valeo. Lat. — " I am willing but unable." — ^Motto 
of the earl of Carlisle. 

Voluptates commendat rarior urns. Lat. Juvenal. — 



" Our pleasures Lave a higher relish when they are rarely 
used." — ^The keenest sense of pleasure is blunted by a too 
frequent repetition. 

Vota tita mea. Lat. — " My Kfe is devoted." — ^Motto of the 
Ir. Earl of Meath. 

Vou8 mefiLea^ seigneur. 

En m'attaquant beaucoup cThanneur. French. 

"You did me, sir, by attacking me, a great deal of 
honour." — ^The reproaches of such an adversary, I consider 
rather as a compliment than a disgrace. 

Vou8 y perdrez vo$ pas. Fr. — "You will there lose your 
steps." — ^You will find that your labour and pains are 
thrown away. 

Vox tt prcBterea nihil. Lat. — " A voice, and nothing more." 
— ^An empty and unavailing sound. A fine speech without 
matter. A mere display of words. 

Voajhucibua hcesit Lat. Vibgil. — " The voice stuck in the 
throat." — Spoken of a person struck dumb with amaze- 
ment. 

VowpcpuK, vox Dei. Lat. — " The voice of the people is the 
voice of God." 

Vulnua alit vents, et c<eco carpitur igni. Lat Virgil.—" She 
(or he) nourishes the poison in the veins, and is consimied 
by the hidden fire." — ^Applied very frequently to a secret 
passion, where, according to our immortal bard, 

" Concealment, like a worm i' th' bud. 

Feeds on the damask cheek." 
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Z. 

Zest, Ft. — " An interjection." — Pshaw — stuff— ridiculous. 

Zwif cai ifvxti, Zoe kaipsuche. Gr. — " My life and soul." 

Zonam perdidit, Lat. Horace. — " He has lost his purse." — 
He is desperate through the want of money. 

Zonam solvere, Lat. — " To unloose the virgin zone or cestus.'* 
— To deprive a maiden of her virginity. 



THB END. 



8. Stbakbr's steam PriuUng Woriu. 80, Blaliopcgate Street Within. 
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